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which or whom he or they shall suspect there is
merchandise which is subject to duty, or shall
have been introduced into the United States in
any manner contrary to law, whether by the
person in possession or charge, or by, in, or upon
such vehicle or beast, or otherwise, and to
search any trunk or envelope, wherever found,
in which he may have a reasonable cause to sus-
pect there is merchandise which was imported
contrary to law; and if any such officer or other
person so authorized shall find any merchandise
on or about any such vehicle, beast, or person,
or in any such trunk or envelope, which he shall
have reasonable cause to believe is subject to
duty, or to have been unlawfully introduced into
the United States, whether by the person in pos-
session or charge, or by, in, or upon such vehi-
cle, beast, or otherwise, he shall seize and secure
the same for trial.

(b) Any officer or employee of the United
States conducting a search of a person pursuant
to subsection (a) of this section shall not be held
liable for any civil damages as a result of such
search if the officer or employee performed the
search in good faith and used reasonable means
while effectuating such search.

(R.S. §3061; Pub. L. 107-210, div. A, title III,
§341(a), Aug. 6, 2002, 116 Stat. 980.)

CODIFICATION

R.S. §3061 derived from act July 18, 1866, ch. 201, §3,
14 Stat. 178.

AMENDMENTS

2002—Pub. L. 107-210 designated existing provisions as
subsec. (a) and added subsec. (b).

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 2002 AMENDMENT

Amendment by Pub. L. 107-210 applicable to petitions
for certification filed under part 2 or 3 of subchapter II
of chapter 12 of this title on or after the date that is 90
days after Aug. 6, 2002, except as otherwise provided,
see section 1561 of Pub. L. 107-210, set out as a note pre-
ceding section 2271 of this title.

REQUIREMENT TO POST POLICY AND PROCEDURES FOR
SEARCHES OF PASSENGERS

Pub. L. 107-210, div. A, title III, §341(b), Aug. 6, 2002,
116 Stat. 980, provided that: ‘““Not later than 30 days
after the date of the enactment of this Act [Aug. 6,
2002], the Commissioner of Customs shall ensure that at
each Customs border facility appropriate notice is post-
ed that provides a summary of the policy and proce-
dures of the Customs Service for searching passengers,
including a statement of the policy relating to the pro-
hibition on the conduct of profiling of passengers based
on gender, race, color, religion, or ethnic background.”’

[For transfer of functions, personnel, assets, and li-
abilities of the United States Customs Service of the
Department of the Treasury, including functions of the
Secretary of the Treasury relating thereto, to the Sec-
retary of Homeland Security, and for treatment of re-
lated references, see sections 203(1), 551(d), 552(d), and
5567 of Title 6, Domestic Security, and the Department
of Homeland Security Reorganization Plan of Novem-
ber 25, 2002, as modified, set out as a note under section
542 of Title 6.]

§483. Repealed. Sept. 1, 1954, ch. 1213, title V,
§502, 68 Stat. 1140

Section, R.S. §3062; act Aug. 5, 1935, ch. 438, title II,
§208, 49 Stat. 526, related to forfeitures and penalty for
aiding unlawful importation. See section 1595a of this
title.

TITLE 19—CUSTOMS DUTIES

§507

§§484 to 493. Repealed. June 17, 1930, ch. 497,
title IV, §651(a)(1), 46 Stat. 762, eff. June 18,
1930

Sections, act Sept. 21, 1922, ch. 356, title IV, §§582-591,
42 Stat. 979-981, related to examination of persons and
baggage, production and certification of manifests, and
enforcement provisions.

Provisions of Tariff Act of 1930 corresponding to sec-
tion 484, see section 1582 of this title: section 485, see
section 1583 of this title; section 486, see section 1584 of
this title; section 487, see section 1585 of this title; sec-
tion 488, see section 1586 of this title; section 489, see
section 1586(d) of this title; section 490, see section 1588
of this title.

§494. Repealed. Aug. 2, 1956, ch. 887, §4(a)(27), 70
Stat. 948

Section, act June 22, 1874, ch. 391, §13, 18 Stat. 188,
provided for seizure of merchandise as security for
fines. See section 542 of Title 18, Crimes and Criminal
Procedure.

§§495 to 505. Repealed. June 17, 1930, ch. 497,
title IV, §651(a)(1), 46 Stat. 762, eff. June 18,
1930

Sections, act Sept. 21, 1922, ch. 356, title IV, §§592,
593(a), (b), 594-601, 42 Stat. 982 to 984, related to seizure
and forfeiture of vessels, vehicles and merchandise.

Provisions of Tariff Act of 1930 corresponding to sec-
tion 495, see section 1592 of this title; section 496, see
section 1593(a) [repealed] of this title; section 498, see
section 1594 of this title; section 499, see section 1595 of
this title; section 503, see section 1599 of this title.

§506. Repealed. Aug. 5, 1935, ch. 438, title II,
§203(b), 49 Stat. 523

Section, R.S. §3072, related to duty of customs offi-
cers to seize and make secure vessels or merchandise.

§507. Officers to make character known; assist-
ance for officers

(a) Every customs officer shall—

(1) upon being questioned at the time of exe-
cuting any of the powers conferred upon him,
make known his character as an officer of the
Federal Government; and

(2) have the authority to demand the assist-
ance of any person in making any arrest,
search, or seizure authorized by any law en-
forced or administered by customs officers, if
such assistance may be necessary.

If a person, without reasonable excuse, neglects
or refuses to assist a customs officer upon prop-
er demand under paragraph (2), such person is
guilty of a misdemeanor and subject to a fine of
not more than $1,000.

(b) Any person other than an officer or em-
ployee of the United States who renders assist-
ance in good faith upon the request of a customs
officer shall not be held liable for any civil dam-
ages as a result of the rendering of such assist-
ance if the assisting person acts as an ordinary,
reasonably prudent person would have acted
under the same or similar circumstances.

(R.S. §3071; Pub. L. 99-570, title III, §3152, Oct. 27,
1986, 100 Stat. 3207-94.)
CODIFICATION

R.S. §3071 derived from act July 18, 1866, ch. 201, §10,
14 Stat. 180.
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