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priate treatment for specialized hauling vehicles which
do not comply with the existing Federal bridge formula
and submit a final report to Secretary and Congress,
not later than 30 months after appropriate arrange-
ments were entered into.

STATE-IMPOSED VEHICLE WIDTH LIMITATIONS
Pub. L. 97-369, title III, §321, Dec. 18, 1982, 96 Stat.
1784, related to State-imposed vehicle width limita-

tions, prior to repeal by Pub. L. 98-17, §2, Apr. 5, 1983,
97 Stat. 60. See section 31113 of Title 49, Transportation.
STEERING AXLE STUDY; REPORT TO CONGRESS

Section 210 of Pub. L. 94-280 directed Secretary of
Transportation to conduct an investigation into rela-
tionship between gross load on front steering axles of
truck tractors and safety of operation of vehicle combi-
nations of which such truck tractors are a part, such
investigation to be conducted in cooperation with rep-
resentatives of (A) manufacturers of truck tractors and
related equipment, (B) labor, and (C) users of such
equipment, and the results of such study to be reported
to Congress not later than July 1, 1977.

§128. Public hearings

(a) Any State transportation department
which submits plans for a Federal-aid highway
project involving the by passing of or, going
through any city, town, or village, either incor-
porated or unincorporated, shall certify to the
Secretary that it has had public hearings, or has
afforded the opportunity for such hearings, and
has considered the economic and social effects of
such a location, its impact on the environment,
and its consistency with the goals and objec-
tives of such urban planning as has been promul-
gated by the community. Any State transpor-
tation department which submits plans for an
Interstate System project shall certify to the
Secretary that it has had public hearings at a
convenient location, or has afforded the oppor-
tunity for such hearings for the purpose of en-
abling persons in rural areas through or contig-
uous to whose property the highway will pass to
express any objections they may have to the
proposed locations of such highway. Such cer-
tification shall be accompanied by a report
which indicates the consideration given to the
economic, social, environmental and other ef-
fects of the plan or highway location or design
and various alternatives which were raised dur-
ing the hearing or which were otherwise consid-
ered.

(b) When hearings have been held under sub-
section (a), the State transportation department
shall submit a copy of the transcript of said
hearings to the Secretary, together with the
certification and report.

(Pub. L. 85-767, Aug. 27, 1958, 72 Stat. 902; Pub. L.
90-495, §24, Aug. 23, 1968, 82 Stat. 828; Pub. L.
91-605, title I, §135, Dec. 31, 1970, 84 Stat. 1734;
Pub. L. 105-178, title I, §1212(a)(2)(A)(1), June 9,
1998, 112 Stat. 193.)

AMENDMENTS

1998—Pub. L. 105-178 substituted ‘‘State transpor-
tation department’” for ‘‘State highway department’
wherever appearing.

1970—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 91-605, §135(a), provided for
submission of a report by the State highway depart-
ment involved indicating consideration given to eco-
nomic, social, environmental, and other effects of the
plan or highway location or design plus the various al-
ternatives which were considered.

TITLE 23—HIGHWAYS
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Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 91-605, §135(b), inserted reference
to report to be submitted by the State highway depart-
ment together with the certification of public hearings.

1968—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 90-495 inserted social effect
of projects, the impact on environment, and their con-
sistency with the goals and objectives of such urban
planning as has been promulgated by the community to
the list of factors to be considered by State highway
departments in looking over projects involving the by-
passing or passing through of municipalities.

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1968 AMENDMENT

Amendment by Pub. L. 90-495 effective Aug. 23, 1968,
see section 37 of Pub. L. 90495, set out as a note under
section 101 of this title.

§ 129. Toll roads, bridges, tunnels, and ferries

(a) BASIC PROGRAM.—

(1) AUTHORIZATION FOR FEDERAL PARTICIPA-
TION.—Notwithstanding section 301 of this
title and subject to the provisions of this sec-
tion, the Secretary shall permit Federal par-
ticipation in—

(A) initial construction of a toll highway,
bridge, or tunnel (other than a highway,
bridge, or tunnel on the Interstate System)
or approach thereto;

(B) reconstructing, resurfacing, restoring,
and rehabilitating a toll highway, bridge, or
tunnel (including a toll highway, bridge, or
tunnel subject to an agreement entered into
under this section or section 119(e) as in ef-
fect on the day before the date of the enact-
ment of the Intermodal Surface Transpor-
tation Efficiency Act of 1991) or approach
thereto;

(C) reconstruction or replacement of a
toll-free bridge or tunnel and conversion of
the bridge or tunnel to a toll facility;

(D) reconstruction of a toll-free Federal-
aid highway (other than a highway on the
Interstate System) and conversion of the
highway to a toll facility; and

(E) preliminary studies to determine the
feasibility of a toll facility for which Federal
participation is authorized under subpara-
graph (A), (B), (C), or (D);

on the same basis and in the same manner as
in the construction of free highways under
this chapter.

(2) OWNERSHIP.—Each highway, bridge, tun-
nel, or approach thereto constructed under
this subsection must—

(A) be publicly owned, or

(B) be privately owned if the public au-
thority having jurisdiction over the high-
way, bridge, tunnel, or approach has entered
into a contract with a private person or per-
sons to design, finance, construct, and oper-
ate the facility and the public authority will
be responsible for complying with all appli-
cable requirements of this title with respect
to the facility.

(3) LIMITATIONS ON USE OF REVENUES.—Before
the Secretary may permit Federal participa-
tion under this subsection in construction of a
highway, bridge, or tunnel located in a State,
the public authority (including the State
transportation department) having jurisdic-
tion over the highway, bridge, or tunnel must
enter into an agreement with the Secretary
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