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other educational materials on educational as-
sistance under this chapter, to educational in-
stitutions, training establishments, military 
education personnel, and such other persons 
and entities as the Secretary considers appro-
priate. 

(c) REGULATIONS.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall pre-

scribe regulations for the administration of 
this chapter. 

(2) UNIFORMITY.—Any regulations prescribed 
by the Secretary of Defense for purposes of 
this chapter shall apply uniformly across the 
Armed Forces. 

(Added Pub. L. 110–252, title V, § 5003(a)(1), June 
30, 2008, 122 Stat. 2374; amended Pub. L. 111–377, 
title I, § 112(c), Jan. 4, 2011, 124 Stat. 4122.) 

AMENDMENTS 

2011—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 111–377 substituted ‘‘sec-
tions 3034(a)(1) and 3680(c)’’ for ‘‘section 3034(a)(1)’’. 

§ 3324. Allocation of administration and costs 

(a) ADMINISTRATION.—Except as otherwise pro-
vided in this chapter, the Secretary shall admin-
ister the provision of educational assistance 
under this chapter. 

(b) COSTS.—Payments for entitlement to edu-
cational assistance earned under this chapter 
shall be made from funds appropriated to, or 
otherwise made available to, the Department for 
the payment of readjustment benefits. 

(Added Pub. L. 110–252, title V, § 5003(a)(1), June 
30, 2008, 122 Stat. 2375.) 

CHAPTER 34—VETERANS’ EDUCATIONAL 
ASSISTANCE 

SUBCHAPTER I—PURPOSE—DEFINITIONS 

Sec. 

3451. Purpose. 
3452. Definitions. 

SUBCHAPTER II—ELIGIBILITY AND 
ENTITLEMENT 

3461. Eligibility; entitlement; duration. 
3462. Time limitations for completing a program of 

education. 

SUBCHAPTER III—ENROLLMENT 

3470. Selection of program. 
3471. Applications; approval. 
[3473. Repealed.] 
3474. Discontinuance for unsatisfactory conduct or 

progress. 
3476. Education outside the United States. 

SUBCHAPTER IV—PAYMENTS TO ELIGIBLE 
VETERANS; VETERAN-STUDENT SERVICES 

3481. Educational assistance allowance. 
3482. Computation of educational assistance allow-

ances. 
3483. Approval of courses. 
3484. Apprenticeship or other on-job training; cor-

respondence courses. 
3485. Work-study allowance. 

SUBCHAPTER V—SPECIAL ASSISTANCE FOR THE 
EDUCATIONALLY DISADVANTAGED 

3490. Purpose. 
3491. Elementary and secondary education and pre-

paratory educational assistance. 
3492. Tutorial assistance. 
3493. Effect on educational entitlement. 

Sec. 

AMENDMENTS 

1992—Pub. L. 102–568, title III, § 313(a)(3)(B), Oct. 29, 
1992, 106 Stat. 4332, struck out item 3473 ‘‘Disapproval of 
enrollment in certain courses’’. 

1991—Pub. L. 102–83, § 5(b)(1), Aug. 6, 1991, 105 Stat. 406, 
renumbered items 1651 to 1693 as 3451 to 3493, respec-
tively. 

Pub. L. 102–16, § 2(b)(1)(B), Mar. 22, 1991, 105 Stat. 49, 
struck out item 1663 ‘‘Educational and vocational coun-
seling’’. 

1989—Pub. L. 101–237, title IV, § 405(d)(4)(B), Dec. 18, 
1989, 103 Stat. 2082, substituted ‘‘Work-study allow-
ance’’ for ‘‘Veteran-student services’’ in item 1685. 

1988—Pub. L. 100–689, title I, §§ 107(c)(2)(B), 124(c)(1), 
Nov. 18, 1988, 102 Stat. 4169, 4175, substituted ‘‘Tutorial 
assistance’’ for ‘‘Special supplementary assistance’’ in 
item 1692 and struck out items 1682A ‘‘Accelerated pay-
ment of educational assistance allowances’’ and 1686 
‘‘Education loans’’. 

1981—Pub. L. 97–35, title XX, § 2003(b)(3)(B), Aug. 13, 
1981, 95 Stat. 782, struck out item 1677 ‘‘Flight train-
ing’’. 

1980—Pub. L. 96–466, title VI, § 601(a)(2), Oct. 17, 1980, 
94 Stat. 2208, struck out ‘‘SUBCHAPTER VI—PRE-
DISCHARGE EDUCATION PROGRAM’’ heading and 
items 1695 ‘‘Purpose; definition’’, 1696 ‘‘Payment of edu-
cational assistance allowance’’, 1697 ‘‘Educational and 
vocational guidance’’, and 1698 ‘‘Coordination with and 
participation by Department of Defense’’. 

1977—Pub. L. 95–202, title II, § 201(c)(1), Nov. 23, 1977, 91 
Stat. 1438, added item 1682A. 

1976—Pub. L. 94–502, title II, § 210(4), Oct. 15, 1976, 90 
Stat. 2388, renumbered item 1697A as 1698. 

1974—Pub. L. 93–508, title III, § 302(b), Dec. 3, 1974, 88 
Stat. 1591, added item 1686. 

1972—Pub. L. 92–540, title IV, § 404(a), Oct. 24, 1972, 86 
Stat. 1090, inserted in Subchapter IV heading ‘‘VET-
ERAN-STUDENT SERVICES’’, and substituted in item 
1683 ‘‘Approval of courses’’ for ‘‘Apprenticeship or other 
on-job training’’; in item 1684 ‘‘Apprenticeship or other 
on-job training; correspondence courses’’ for ‘‘Measure-
ment of courses’’, and in item 1685 ‘‘Veteran-student 
services’’ for ‘‘Overcharges by educational institu-
tions’’, struck out item 1672 ‘‘Change of program’’, item 
1675 ‘‘Period of operation for approval’’, item 1686 ‘‘Ap-
proval of courses’’, and item 1687 ‘‘Discontinuance of al-
lowances’’, and added item 1697A. 

1970—Pub. L. 91–219, title II, § 204(b), Mar. 26, 1970, 84 
Stat. 81, struck out item 1678 ‘‘Special training for the 
educationally disadvantaged’’ and added subchapters V 
and VI. 

1967—Pub. L. 90–77, title III, §§ 302(c), 304(b), 306(b)(1), 
Aug. 31, 1967, 81 Stat. 185, 186, 188, added items 1677, 1678, 
and 1683, and renumbered former items 1683 to 1686 as 
1684 to 1687, respectively. 

1966—Pub. L. 89–358, § 2, Mar. 3, 1966, 80 Stat. 12, added 
‘‘CHAPTER 34—VETERANS’ EDUCATIONAL ASSIST-
ANCE’’. 

SUBCHAPTER I—PURPOSE—DEFINITIONS 

§ 3451. Purpose 

The Congress of the United States hereby de-
clares that the education program created by 
this chapter is for the purpose of (1) enhancing 
and making more attractive service in the 
Armed Forces of the United States, (2) extend-
ing the benefits of a higher education to quali-
fied and deserving young persons who might not 
otherwise be able to afford such an education, 
(3) providing vocational readjustment and re-
storing lost educational opportunities to those 
service men and women whose careers have been 
interrupted or impeded by reason of active duty 
after January 31, 1955, and (4) aiding such per-
sons in attaining the vocational and educational 



Page 492 TITLE 38—VETERANS’ BENEFITS § 3452 

status which they might normally have aspired 
to and obtained had they not served their coun-
try. 

(Added Pub. L. 89–358, § 2, Mar. 3, 1966, 80 Stat. 12, 
§ 1651; renumbered § 3451, Pub. L. 102–83, § 5(a), 
Aug. 6, 1991, 105 Stat. 406.) 

PRIOR PROVISIONS 

Provisions similar to those comprising clauses (3) and 
(4) of this section were contained in Pub. L. 85–857, 
Sept. 2, 1958, 72 Stat. 1175, which was classified to 
former section 1601(c) of this title, prior to repeal by 
section 4(a) of Pub. L. 89–358. 

AMENDMENTS 

1991—Pub. L. 102–83 renumbered section 1651 of this 
title as this section. 

EFFECTIVE DATE 

Section 12(a) of Pub. L. 89–358 provided that: ‘‘Except 
as otherwise specifically provided, the provisions of 
this Act [see Tables for classification] shall take effect 
on the date of its enactment [Mar. 3, 1966], but no edu-
cational assistance allowance shall be payable under 
chapter 34 of title 38, United States Code, as added by 
section 2 of this Act, for any period before June 1, 1966, 
nor for the month of June 1966, unless (1) the eligible 
veteran commenced the pursuit of the course of edu-
cation on or after June 1, 1966, or (2) the pursuit of such 
course continued through June 30, 1966.’’ 

SAVINGS PROVISION 

Section 4(b) of Pub. L. 89–358 provided that: ‘‘Nothing 
in this Act or any amendment or repeal made by it [see 
Tables for classification], shall affect any right or li-
ability (civil or criminal) which matured under chapter 
33 of this title 38 before the date of enactment of this 
Act [Mar. 3, 1966]: and all offenses committed, and all 
penalties and forfeitures incurred, under any provision 
of law amended or repealed by this Act, may be pun-
ished or recovered, as the case may be, in the same 
manner and with the same effect as if such amend-
ments or repeals had not been made.’’ 

§ 3452. Definitions 

For the purposes of this chapter and chapter 36 
of this title— 

(a)(1) The term ‘‘eligible veteran’’ means any 
veteran who— 

(A) served on active duty for a period of 
more than 180 days, any part of which oc-
curred after January 31, 1955, and before Janu-
ary 1, 1977, and was discharged or released 
therefrom under conditions other than dishon-
orable; 

(B) contracted with the Armed Forces and 
was enlisted in or assigned to a reserve compo-
nent prior to January 1, 1977, and as a result 
of such enlistment or assignment served on ac-
tive duty for a period of more than 180 days, 
any part of which commenced within 12 
months after January 1, 1977, and was dis-
charged or released from such active duty 
under conditions other than dishonorable; or 

(C) was discharged or released from active 
duty, any part of which was performed after 
January 31, 1955, and before January 1, 1977, or 
following entrance into active service from an 
enlistment provided for under subparagraph 
(B), because of a service-connected disability. 

(2) The requirement of discharge or release, 
prescribed in subparagraph (A) or (B) of para-
graph (1), shall be waived in the case of any indi-

vidual who served more than 180 days in an ac-
tive-duty status for so long as such individual 
continues on active duty without a break there-
in. 

(3) For purposes of paragraph (1)(A) and sec-
tion 3461(a), the term ‘‘active duty’’ does not in-
clude any period during which an individual (A) 
was assigned full time by the Armed Forces to a 
civilian institution for a course of education 
which was substantially the same as established 
courses offered to civilians, (B) served as a cadet 
or midshipman at one of the service academies, 
or (C) served under the provisions of section 
12103(d) of title 10 pursuant to an enlistment in 
the Army National Guard or the Air National 
Guard or as a Reserve for service in the Army 
Reserve, Navy Reserve, Air Force Reserve, Ma-
rine Corps Reserve, or Coast Guard Reserve un-
less at some time subsequent to the completion 
of such period of active duty for training such 
individual served on active duty for a consecu-
tive period of one year or more (not including 
any service as a cadet or midshipman at one of 
the service academies). 

(b) The term ‘‘program of education’’ means 
any curriculum or any combination of unit 
courses or subjects pursued at an educational in-
stitution which is generally accepted as nec-
essary to fulfill requirements for the attainment 
of a predetermined and identified educational, 
professional, or vocational objective. Such term 
also means any curriculum of unit courses or 
subjects pursued at an educational institution 
which fulfill requirements for the attainment of 
more than one predetermined and identified edu-
cational, professional, or vocational objective if 
all the objectives pursued are generally recog-
nized as being reasonably related to a single ca-
reer field. Such term also means any unit course 
or subject, or combination of courses or sub-
jects, pursued by an eligible veteran at an edu-
cational institution, required by the Adminis-
trator of the Small Business Administration as 
a condition to obtaining financial assistance 
under the provisions of section 7(i)(1) of the 
Small Business Act (15 U.S.C. 636(i)(1)). Such 
term also includes licensing or certification 
tests, the successful completion of which dem-
onstrates an individual’s possession of the 
knowledge or skill required to enter into, main-
tain, or advance in employment in a predeter-
mined and identified vocation or profession, pro-
vided such tests and the licensing or credential-
ing organizations or entities that offer such 
tests are approved by the Secretary in accord-
ance with section 3689 of this title. Such term 
also includes any course, or combination of 
courses, offered by a qualified provider of entre-
preneurship courses. Such term also includes na-
tional tests for admission to institutions of 
higher learning or graduate schools (such as the 
Scholastic Aptitude Test (SAT), Law School Ad-
mission Test (LSAT), Graduate Record Exam 
(GRE), and Graduate Management Admission 
Test (GMAT)) and national tests providing an 
opportunity for course credit at institutions of 
higher learning (such as the Advanced Place-
ment (AP) exam and College-Level Examination 
Program (CLEP)). 

(c) The term ‘‘educational institution’’ means 
any public or private elementary school, second-
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ary school, vocational school, correspondence 
school, business school, junior college, teachers’ 
college, college, normal school, professional 
school, university, or scientific or technical in-
stitution, or other institution furnishing edu-
cation for adults. Such term includes any entity 
that provides training required for completion 
of any State-approved alternative teacher cer-
tification program (as determined by the Sec-
retary). Such term also includes any private en-
tity (that meets such requirements as the Sec-
retary may establish) that offers, either directly 
or under an agreement with another entity (that 
meets such requirements), a course or courses to 
fulfill requirements for the attainment of a li-
cense or certificate generally recognized as nec-
essary to obtain, maintain, or advance in em-
ployment in a profession or vocation in a high 
technology occupation (as determined by the 
Secretary). Such term also includes any quali-
fied provider of entrepreneurship courses. 

(d) The term ‘‘dependent’’ means— 
(1) a child of an eligible veteran; 
(2) a dependent parent of an eligible veteran; 

and 
(3) the spouse of an eligible veteran. 

(e) The term ‘‘training establishment’’ means 
any of the following: 

(1) An establishment providing apprentice or 
other on-job training, including those under 
the supervision of a college or university or 
any State department of education. 

(2) An establishment providing self-employ-
ment on-job training consisting of full-time 
training for a period of less than six months 
that is needed or accepted for purposes of ob-
taining licensure to engage in a self-employ-
ment occupation or required for ownership and 
operation of a franchise that is the objective 
of the training. 

(3) A State board of vocational education. 
(4) A Federal or State apprenticeship reg-

istration agency. 
(5) The sponsor of a program of apprentice-

ship. 
(6) An agency of the Federal Government au-

thorized to supervise such training. 

(f) The term ‘‘institution of higher learning’’ 
means a college, university, or similar institu-
tion, including a technical or business school, 
offering postsecondary level academic instruc-
tion that leads to an associate or higher degree 
if the school is empowered by the appropriate 
State education authority under State law to 
grant an associate or higher degree. When there 
is no State law to authorize the granting of a de-
gree, the school may be recognized as an institu-
tion of higher learning if it is accredited for de-
gree programs by a recognized accrediting agen-
cy. Such term shall also include a hospital offer-
ing educational programs at the postsecondary 
level without regard to whether the hospital 
grants a postsecondary degree. Such term shall 
also include an educational institution which is 
not located in a State, which offers a course 
leading to a standard college degree, or the 
equivalent, and which is recognized as such by 
the secretary of education (or comparable offi-
cial) of the country or other jurisdiction in 
which the institution is located. 

(g) The term ‘‘standard college degree’’ means 
an associate or higher degree awarded by (1) an 
institution of higher learning that is accredited 
as a collegiate institution by a recognized re-
gional or national accrediting agency; or (2) an 
institution of higher learning that is a ‘‘can-
didate’’ for accreditation as that term is used by 
the regional or national accrediting agencies; or 
(3) an institution of higher learning upon com-
pletion of a course which is accredited by an 
agency recognized to accredit specialized de-
gree-level programs. For the purpose of this sec-
tion, the accrediting agency must be one recog-
nized by the Secretary of Education under the 
provisions of section 3675 of this title. 

(h) The term ‘‘qualified provider of entrepre-
neurship courses’’ means any of the following 
entities insofar as such entity offers, sponsors, 
or cosponsors an entrepreneurship course (as de-
fined in section 3675(c)(2) of this title): 

(1) Any small business development center 
described in section 21 of the Small Business 
Act (15 U.S.C. 648). 

(2) The National Veterans Business Develop-
ment Corporation (established under section 
33 of the Small Business Act (15 U.S.C. 657c)). 

(Added Pub. L. 89–358, § 2, Mar. 3, 1966, 80 Stat. 13, 
§ 1652; amended Pub. L. 90–77, title III, § 304(c), 
Aug. 31, 1967, 81 Stat. 186; Pub. L. 91–219, title II, 
§ 201, Mar. 26, 1970, 84 Stat. 78; Pub. L. 91–584, § 10, 
Dec. 24, 1970, 84 Stat. 1577; Pub. L. 93–508, title II, 
§ 201, Dec. 3, 1974, 88 Stat. 1581; Pub. L. 94–502, 
title II, §§ 202, 210(1), 211(1), title IV, § 402, Oct. 15, 
1976, 90 Stat. 2385, 2388, 2392; Pub. L. 96–466, title 
III, § 307(a), title VIII, § 801(a), Oct. 17, 1980, 94 
Stat. 2193, 2216; Pub. L. 97–295, § 4(38), Oct. 12, 
1982, 96 Stat. 1307; renumbered § 3452 and amend-
ed Pub. L. 102–83, § 5(a), (c)(1), Aug. 6, 1991, 105 
Stat. 406; Pub. L. 103–446, title VI, § 603(a), Nov. 
2, 1994, 108 Stat. 4671; Pub. L. 104–275, title I, 
§ 102, Oct. 9, 1996, 110 Stat. 3326; Pub. L. 106–419, 
title I, § 122(a), Nov. 1, 2000, 114 Stat. 1833; Pub. 
L. 107–14, § 8(a)(4), June 5, 2001, 115 Stat. 34; Pub. 
L. 107–103, title I, § 110(a), Dec. 27, 2001, 115 Stat. 
986; Pub. L. 108–183, title III, § 301(a), § 305(c)–(e), 
Dec. 16, 2003, 117 Stat. 2658, 2660; Pub. L. 108–454, 
title I, §§ 106(a), 110(a), Dec. 10, 2004, 118 Stat. 
3602, 3605; Pub. L. 109–163, div. A, title V, 
§ 515(e)(4), Jan. 6, 2006, 119 Stat. 3236.) 

PRIOR PROVISIONS 

Provisions similar to those comprising subsecs. (a) to 
(d) of this section were contained in Pub. L. 85–857, 
Sept. 2, 1958, 72 Stat. 1174, 1176, which was classified to 
former sections 1601(a)(2) and 1611(a)(1), and 1601(a)(3), 
(5), and (6) of this title, respectively, prior to repeal by 
section 4(a) of Pub. L. 89–358. 

AMENDMENTS 

2006—Subsec. (a)(3)(C). Pub. L. 109–163 substituted 
‘‘Navy Reserve’’ for ‘‘Naval Reserve’’. 

2004—Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 108–454, § 106(a), inserted at 
end ‘‘Such term also includes national tests for admis-
sion to institutions of higher learning or graduate 
schools (such as the Scholastic Aptitude Test (SAT), 
Law School Admission Test (LSAT), Graduate Record 
Exam (GRE), and Graduate Management Admission 
Test (GMAT)) and national tests providing an oppor-
tunity for course credit at institutions of higher learn-
ing (such as the Advanced Placement (AP) exam and 
College-Level Examination Program (CLEP)).’’ 

Subsec. (e)(5). Pub. L. 108–454, § 110(a), amended par. 
(5) generally. Prior to amendment, par. (5) read as fol-
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lows: ‘‘A joint apprenticeship committee established 
pursuant to the Act of August 16, 1937, popularly known 
as the ‘National Apprenticeship Act’ (29 U.S.C. 50 et 
seq.).’’ 

2003—Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 108–183, § 305(c), inserted at 
end ‘‘Such term also includes any course, or combina-
tion of courses, offered by a qualified provider of entre-
preneurship courses.’’ 

Subsec. (c). Pub. L. 108–183, § 305(d), inserted at end 
‘‘Such term also includes any qualified provider of en-
trepreneurship courses.’’ 

Subsec. (e). Pub. L. 108–183, § 301(a), substituted 
‘‘means any of the following:’’ and pars. (1) to (6) for 
‘‘means any establishment providing apprentice or 
other training on the job, including those under the su-
pervision of a college or university or any State depart-
ment of education, or any State apprenticeship agency, 
or any State board or vocational education, or any 
joint apprenticeship committee, or the Bureau of Ap-
prenticeship and Training established pursuant to the 
Act of August 16, 1937, popularly known as the ‘Na-
tional Apprenticeship Act’ (29 U.S.C. 50 et seq.), or any 
agency of the Federal Government authorized to super-
vise such training.’’ 

Subsec. (h). Pub. L. 108–183, § 305(e), added subsec. (h). 
2001—Subsec. (a)(1)(A). Pub. L. 107–14, § 8(a)(4)(A)(i), 

struck out ‘‘or’’ at end. 
Subsec. (a)(1)(C). Pub. L. 107–14, § 8(a)(4)(A)(ii), sub-

stituted ‘‘subparagraph (B)’’ for ‘‘clause (B) of this 
paragraph’’. 

Subsec. (a)(2). Pub. L. 107–14, § 8(a)(4)(B), substituted 
‘‘subparagraph (A) or (B) of paragraph (1)’’ for ‘‘para-
graph (1)(A) or (B)’’ and ‘‘180 days’’ for ‘‘one hundred 
and eighty days’’. 

Subsec. (a)(3). Pub. L. 107–14, § 8(a)(4)(C), substituted 
‘‘section 12103(d) of title 10’’ for ‘‘section 511(d) of title 
10’’. 

Subsec. (c). Pub. L. 107–103 inserted at end ‘‘Such 
term also includes any private entity (that meets such 
requirements as the Secretary may establish) that of-
fers, either directly or under an agreement with an-
other entity (that meets such requirements), a course 
or courses to fulfill requirements for the attainment of 
a license or certificate generally recognized as nec-
essary to obtain, maintain, or advance in employment 
in a profession or vocation in a high technology occu-
pation (as determined by the Secretary).’’ 

Subsec. (e). Pub. L. 107–14, § 8(a)(4)(D), substituted 
‘‘the Act of August 16, 1937, popularly known as the 
‘National Apprenticeship Act’ (29 U.S.C. 50 et seq.),’’ for 
‘‘chapter 4C of title 29,’’. 

2000—Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 106–419 inserted at end 
‘‘Such term also includes licensing or certification 
tests, the successful completion of which demonstrates 
an individual’s possession of the knowledge or skill re-
quired to enter into, maintain, or advance in employ-
ment in a predetermined and identified vocation or pro-
fession, provided such tests and the licensing or cre-
dentialing organizations or entities that offer such 
tests are approved by the Secretary in accordance with 
section 3689 of this title.’’ 

1996—Subsec. (c). Pub. L. 104–275 substituted ‘‘Such’’ 
for ‘‘For the period ending on September 30, 1996, such’’. 

1994—Subsec. (c). Pub. L. 103–446 inserted at end ‘‘For 
the period ending on September 30, 1996, such term in-
cludes any entity that provides training required for 
completion of any State-approved alternative teacher 
certification program (as determined by the Sec-
retary).’’ 

1991—Pub. L. 102–83, § 5(a), renumbered section 1652 of 
this title as this section. 

Subsec. (a)(3). Pub. L. 102–83, § 5(c)(1), substituted 
‘‘3461(a)’’ for ‘‘1661(a)’’. 

Subsec. (g). Pub. L. 102–83, § 5(c)(1), substituted ‘‘3675’’ 
for ‘‘1775’’. 

1982—Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 97–295 substituted ‘‘section 
7(i)(1) of the Small Business Act (15 U.S.C. 636(i)(1))’’ for 
‘‘402(a) of the Economic Opportunity Act of 1964 (42 
U.S.C. 2902(a))’’. 

1980—Pub. L. 96–466, § 801(a)(1), inserted ‘‘and chapter 
36 of this title’’ after ‘‘chapter’’ in introductory text. 

Subsec. (e). Pub. L. 96–466, § 801(a)(2), substituted 
‘‘The’’ for ‘‘For the purposes of this chapter and chap-
ter 36 of this title, the’’. 

Subsec. (f). Pub. L. 96–466, §§ 307(a), 801(a)(2), sub-
stituted ‘‘The’’ for ‘‘For the purposes of this chapter 
and chapter 36 of this title, the’’ and inserted provision 
including within ‘‘institution of higher learning’’ an 
educational institution which is not located in a State, 
which offers a course leading to a standard college de-
gree, or the equivalent, and which is recognized as such 
by the secretary of education (or comparable official) 
of the country or other jurisdiction in which the insti-
tution is located. 

Subsec. (g). Pub. L. 96–466, § 801(a)(2), (3), substituted 
‘‘The’’ for ‘‘For the purposes of this chapter and chap-
ter 36 of this title, the’’ and ‘‘Secretary of Education’’ 
for ‘‘Commissioner of Education’’. 

1976—Subsec. (a)(1). Pub. L. 94–502, § 402(1), restricted 
the definition of an eligible veteran to a veteran who 
commenced his active duty requirement after Jan. 31, 
1955 but before Jan. 1, 1977, with the exception of a vet-
eran who enlisted or was assigned to a reserve compo-
nent before Jan. 1, 1977 and commenced his active duty 
requirement within 12 months following Jan. 1, 1977. 

Subsec. (a)(2). Pub. L. 94–502, §§ 211(1), 402(2), sub-
stituted ‘‘such individual’’ for ‘‘he’’ and inserted ‘‘or 
(B)’’ after ‘‘paragraph (1)(A)’’. 

Subsec. (d)(3). Pub. L. 94–502, § 211(1), substituted 
‘‘spouse’’ for ‘‘wife’’. 

Subsec. (e). Pub. L. 94–502, § 210(1), struck out ‘‘United 
States Code,’’ after ‘‘chapter 4C of title 29,’’. 

Subsecs. (f), (g). Pub. L. 94–502, § 202, added subsecs. (f) 
and (g). 

1974—Subsec. (a)(3). Pub. L. 93–508 substituted ‘‘Coast 
Guard Reserve unless at some time subsequent to the 
completion of such period of active duty for training 
such individual served on active duty for a consecutive 
period of one year or more (not including any service as 
a cadet or midshipman at one of the service acad-
emies)’’ for ‘‘Coast Guard Reserve’’. 

1970—Subsec. (a)(2). Pub. L. 91–584, § 10(1), substituted 
‘‘more than one hundred eighty days’’ for ‘‘at least two 
years’’. 

Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 91–584, § 10(2), expanded the defini-
tion of ‘‘program of education’’ to include unit course 
or subject, or combination of courses or subjects, pur-
sued by eligible veterans at an educational institution, 
required by the Administrator of the Small Business 
Administration as a condition to obtaining financial 
assistance under section 2902(a) of title 42. 

Pub. L. 91–219, § 201(a), provided that a program of 
education may include more than one predetermined 
and identified educational, professional, or vocational 
objective if all the objectives pursued are generally rec-
ognized as being reasonably related to single career 
field. 

Subsec. (c). Pub. L. 91–219, § 201(b), included within 
the term ‘‘educational institution’’ any public or pri-
vate ‘‘elementary’’ school, and substituted ‘‘other in-
stitution furnishing education for adults’’, for ‘‘any 
other institution if it furnishes education at the sec-
ondary school level or above’’. 

1967—Subsec. (e). Pub. L. 90–77 added subsec. (e). 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 2003 AMENDMENT 

Pub. L. 108–183, title III, § 301(b), Dec. 16, 2003, 117 
Stat. 2658, provided that: ‘‘The amendment made by 
subsection (a) [amending this section] shall take effect 
on the date that is six months after the date of the en-
actment of this Act [Dec. 16, 2003] and shall apply to 
self-employment on-job training approved and pursued 
on or after that date.’’ 

Pub. L. 108–183, title III, § 305(f), Dec. 16, 2003, 117 Stat. 
2661, provided that: ‘‘The amendments made by this 
section [amending this section and sections 3471 and 
3675 of this title] shall apply to courses approved by 
State approving agencies after the date of the enact-
ment of this Act [Dec. 16, 2003].’’ 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 2001 AMENDMENT 

Pub. L. 107–103, title I, § 110(b), Dec. 27, 2001, 115 Stat. 
986, provided that: ‘‘The amendments made by sub-
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section (a) [amending this section and section 3501 of 
this title] shall apply to enrollments in courses begin-
ning on or after the date of the enactment of this Act 
[Dec. 27, 2001].’’ 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 2000 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 106–419 effective Mar. 1, 2001, 
and applicable with respect to licensing and certifi-
cation tests approved by the Secretary of Veterans Af-
fairs on or after such date, see section 122(d) of Pub. L. 
106–419, set out as a note under section 3032 of this title. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1980 AMENDMENT 

Section 802(c) of Pub. L. 96–466 provided that: 
‘‘(1) Except as provided in paragraph (2), the amend-

ments made by title III [see Tables for classification] 
shall become effective on October 1, 1980. 

‘‘(2) Paragraph (2) of section 1691(a) [probably means 
1691(b), now 3491(b)] of title 38, United States Code, as 
added by section 311(2), shall not apply to any person 
receiving educational assistance under chapter 34 of 
title 38, United States Code, on October 1, 1980, for the 
pursuit of a program of education, as defined in section 
1652(b) [now 3452(b)] of such title, in which such person 
is enrolled on that date, for as long as such person con-
tinuously thereafter is so enrolled and meets the re-
quirements of eligibility for such assistance for pursuit 
of such program.’’ 

Section 802(h) of Pub. L. 96–466 provided that: ‘‘Sec-
tion 801 [see Tables for classification] shall become ef-
fective on October 1, 1980.’’ 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1976 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by sections 202, 210(1), and 211(1) of Pub. 
L. 94–502 effective Oct. 15, 1976, see section 703(b) of Pub. 
L. 94–502, set out as an Effective Date note under sec-
tion 3693 of this title. 

Amendment by section 402 of Pub. L. 94–502 effective 
Jan. 1, 1977, see section 406 of Pub. L. 94–502, set out as 
an Effective Date note under section 3201 of this title. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1974 AMENDMENT 

Section 503 of Pub. L. 93–508 provided that: ‘‘Titles II 
and IV of this Act [see Tables for classification] shall 
become effective on the date of their enactment [Dec. 
3, 1974].’’ 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1967 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 90–77 effective first day of 
first calendar month which begins more than ten days 
after Aug. 31, 1967, see section 405 of Pub. L. 90–77, set 
out as a note under section 101 of this title. 

TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS 

For transfer of authorities, functions, personnel, and 
assets of the Coast Guard, including the authorities 
and functions of the Secretary of Transportation relat-
ing thereto, to the Department of Homeland Security, 
and for treatment of related references, see sections 
468(b), 551(d), 552(d), and 557 of Title 6, Domestic Secu-
rity, and the Department of Homeland Security Reor-
ganization Plan of November 25, 2002, as modified, set 
out as a note under section 542 of Title 6. 

SUBCHAPTER II—ELIGIBILITY AND 
ENTITLEMENT 

§ 3461. Eligibility; entitlement; duration 

(a) ENTITLEMENT.—Except as provided in sub-
section (c) and in the second sentence of this 
subsection, each eligible veteran shall be enti-
tled to educational assistance under this chap-
ter or chapter 36 for a period of one and one-half 
months (or the equivalent thereof in part-time 
educational assistance) for each month or frac-
tion thereof of the veteran’s service on active 
duty after January 31, 1955. If an eligible veteran 

has served a period of 18 months or more on ac-
tive duty after January 31, 1955, and has been re-
leased from such service under conditions that 
would satisfy the veteran’s active duty obliga-
tion, the veteran shall be entitled to educational 
assistance under this chapter for a period of 45 
months (or the equivalent thereof in part-time 
educational assistance). In the case of any per-
son serving on active duty on December 31, 1976, 
or a person whose eligibility is based on section 
3452(a)(1)(B) of this chapter, the ending date for 
computing such person’s entitlement shall be 
the date of such person’s first discharge or re-
lease from active duty after December 31, 1976. 

(b) ENTITLEMENT LIMITATIONS.—Whenever the 
period of entitlement under this section of an el-
igible veteran who is enrolled in an educational 
institution regularly operated on the quarter or 
semester system ends during a quarter or semes-
ter, such period shall be extended to the termi-
nation of such unexpired quarter or semester. In 
educational institutions not operated on the 
quarter or semester system, whenever the period 
of eligibility ends after a major portion of the 
course is completed such period shall be ex-
tended to the end of the course or for twelve 
weeks, whichever is the lesser period. 

(c) DURATION OF ENTITLEMENT.—Except as pro-
vided in subsection (b) and in subchapter V of 
this chapter, no eligible veteran shall receive 
educational assistance under this chapter in ex-
cess of 45 months. 

(Added Pub. L. 89–358, § 2, Mar. 3, 1966, 80 Stat. 13, 
§ 1661; amended Pub. L. 90–77, title III, § 306(b)(2), 
Aug. 31, 1967, 81 Stat. 188; Pub. L. 90–631, § 1(b), 
Oct. 23, 1968, 82 Stat. 1331; Pub. L. 91–219, title II, 
§ 204(a)(1), Mar. 26, 1970, 84 Stat. 79; Pub. L. 
92–540, title IV, § 401(1), Oct. 24, 1972, 86 Stat. 1089; 
Pub. L. 93–508, title II, § 202, Dec. 3, 1974, 88 Stat. 
1581; Pub. L. 94–502, title II, §§ 203, 211(2), title IV, 
§ 403(a), Oct. 15, 1976, 90 Stat. 2386, 2388, 2393; Pub. 
L. 96–466, title VI, § 601(b), Oct. 17, 1980, 94 Stat. 
2208; renumbered § 3461 and amended Pub. L. 
102–83, § 5(a), (c)(1), Aug. 6, 1991, 105 Stat. 406; 
Pub. L. 109–233, title V, § 503(8)(A), (B), June 15, 
2006, 120 Stat. 416.) 

PRIOR PROVISIONS 

Provisions similar to those comprising subsecs. (a) to 
(c) of this section were contained in Pub. L. 85–857, 
Sept. 2, 1958, 72 Stat. 1176, which was classified to 
former sections 1610 and 1611(a), 1611(a)(2), (3), and 
1611(b) of this title, respectively, prior to repeal by sec-
tion 4(a) of Pub. L. 89–358. 

AMENDMENTS 

2006—Subsecs. (a), (b). Pub. L. 109–233, § 503(8)(A), re-
vised style of headings. 

Subsec. (c). Pub. L. 109–233, § 503(8)(B), inserted head-
ing. 

1991—Pub. L. 102–83, § 5(a), renumbered section 1661 of 
this title as this section. 

Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 102–83, § 5(c)(1), substituted 
‘‘3452(a)(1)(B)’’ for ‘‘1652(a)(1)(B)’’. 

1980—Subsec. (c). Pub. L. 96–466 substituted ‘‘sub-
chapter V of this chapter’’ for ‘‘subchapters V and VI of 
this chapter’’. 

1976—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 94–502, §§ 203(1), 211(2), 403(a), 
substituted ‘‘45 months’’ for ‘‘36 months’’, ‘‘the veter-
an’s’’ for ‘‘his’’ in two places, and ‘‘the veteran’’ for 
‘‘he’’, inserted provision establishing the final date of 
entitlement for person serving on active duty on Dec. 
31, 1976 or whose eligibility is based on section 
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