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639, also located south of Independence Avenue, for an 

addition to the United States Capitol Grounds; 
WHEREAS, the aforesaid eight squares are identified 

and bound as follows: Square 635, bounded on the north 

by Independence Avenue, on the east by Delaware Ave-

nue, on the west by First Street, on the south by C 

Street; Square 637, bounded on the north by C Street, on 

the east by South Capitol Street, on the west by Dela-

ware Avenue, on the south by D Street; Square South of 

635, bounded on the north by C Street, on the east by 

Delaware Avenue, on the west and south by Canal 

Street; Square 691, bounded on the north by C Street, on 

the east by New Jersey Avenue, on the west by South 

Capitol Street, on the south by D Street; Square 692, 

bounded on the north by C Street, on the east by First 

Street, on the west by New Jersey Avenue, on the south 

by D Street; Square 732 north, bounded on the north by 

Independence Avenue, on the east by Second Street, on 

the west by First Street, on the south by Carroll 

Street; Square 732 south, bounded on the north by Car-

roll Street, on the east by Second Street, on the west 

by First Street, on the south by C Street; and Square 

639, bounded on the north by D Street, on the east by 

South Capitol Street, on the west and south by Canal 

Street; 
WHEREAS, title to all real property in these 8 

squares is now vested in fee simple absolute in the 

United States of America; 
WHEREAS, subsequent to acquisition of these 8 

squares, under the aforesaid authority, all alleys in 

these squares were closed and vacated, as were also 

Delaware Avenue between Independence Avenue and C 

Street and Carroll Street between First and Second 

Streets, by the Commissioners of the District of Colum-

bia, and all areas between the property lines and outer 

faces of curbs surrounding these squares and Square 636 

were transferred from the jurisdiction of the Commis-

sioners of the District of Columbia to the jurisdiction 

of the Architect of the Capitol; 
WHEREAS, the Rayburn House Office Building has 

been constructed on Squares 635 and 636 (the latter 

square being already owned by the government and 

having been combined with Square 635 as a site for this 

building under the aforesaid authority), and the said 

building is now maintained by the Architect of the Cap-

itol as a part of the House Office Buildings, and the 

sidewalks and other paved and grassed areas surround-

ing this building are now maintained as part of the 

Capitol Grounds; 
WHEREAS, underground garages for the House of 

Representatives have been constructed in Squares 637 

and 691 and are now maintained by the Architect of the 

Capitol as part of the House Office Buildings, and the 

areas above these garages have been landscaped as a 

part of the Capitol Grounds; 
WHEREAS, Squares South of 635 and 639 have been 

developed as parking lots for automobiles for Members 

and employees of the House and are now maintained as 

part of the Capitol Grounds; 
WHEREAS, part of Square 692 is occupied by the Con-

gressional Hotel, acquired by the Architect of the Cap-

itol under the aforesaid authority and leased to the 

Knott Hotels Corporation for use as a hotel, and the re-

mainder of this square has been converted into a park-

ing lot for automobiles for Members and employees of 

the House and is now maintained as a part of the Cap-

itol Grounds; 
WHEREAS, Squares 732 north and south were ac-

quired as an addition to the Capitol Grounds, are now 

maintained as part of the Capitol Grounds, and will 

continue to be so maintained until such time as re-

quired for construction thereon of the Library of Con-

gress James Madison Memorial Building, authorized by 

Public Law 89–260, approved October 19, 1965; 
WHEREAS, the aforesaid Additional House Office 

Building Act provides, in pertinent part, with respect 

to these properties, as follows: 
‘‘* * * At such time or times as may be fixed by 

order of the House Office Building Commission, (1) 

any real property acquired under, or made available 

for the purposes of, this chapter shall become part of 

the United States Capitol Grounds and subject to the 

Act entitled ‘An Act to define the area of the United 

States Capitol Grounds, to regulate the use thereof, 

and for other purposes’, approved July 31, 1946 (40 

U.S.C., secs. 193a—193m, [207a,] 212a, [212a–2, 212a–3,] 

and 212b) [now 2 U.S.C. 1922, 1961, 1966, 1967, 1969; 40 

U.S.C. 5101–5107, 5109, see References in Text note 

under section 1819 of Title 2, The Congress], and (2) 

the building and all facilities constructed pursuant to 

section 1201 of this chapter shall become subject to 

such Act approved July 31, 1946, and to the provisions 

of law relating to the control, supervision, and care 

of the House Office Building contained in the Act ap-

proved Mar. 4, 1907, as amended (40 U.S.C., sec. 175) 

[now 2 U.S.C. 2001].’’ 
NOW, THEREFORE, in formal compliance with the 

aforecited provisions of the Additional House Office 

Building Act, the House Office Building Commission, in 

confirmation of actions heretofore taken by the Com-

mission, hereby orders: 
1. The Rayburn House Office Building, the subway 

connecting such building to the Capitol Build-

ing, the pedestrian tunnels connecting such 

building to the Longworth House Office Build-

ing, the underground garages in Squares 637 and 

691 and the tunnels connecting these garages to 

the House Office Buildings, are hereby declared 

to be House Office Buildings and, as such, are 

hereby made subject to those provisions of the 

Act of July 31, 1946 (40 U.S.C., secs. 193a to 193m, 

[207a,] 212a, [212a–2, 212a–3,] and 212b) [now 2 

U.S.C. 1922, 1961, 1966, 1967, 1969; 40 U.S.C. 

5101–5107, 5109], including any amendments to 

such Act, which are applicable to the Capitol 

Buildings, and to the Act of Mar. 4, 1907 (40 

U.S.C. 175) [now 2 U.S.C. 2001]. 
2. All other real property acquired by the Architect of 

the Capitol under authority of the Additional 

House Office Building Act is hereby declared to 

be part of the United States Capitol Grounds 

and is hereby made subject to the Act of July 

31, 1946 (40 U.S.C., secs. 193a to 193m, [207a,] 212a, 

[212a–2, 212a–3,] and 212b) [now 2 U.S.C. 1922, 

1961, 1966, 1967, 1969; 40 U.S.C. 5101–5107, 5109], in-

cluding any amendments to such Act. 
3. Nothing herein shall be construed to contravene (a) 

the provisions of Public Law 89–260 authorizing 

the future use of Squares 732 north and south as 

a site for the Library of Congress James Madi-

son Memorial Building; or (b) the authority del-

egated by the House Office Building Commis-

sion to the Select House Committee under au-

thority of H. Res. 514, 90th Congress, pertaining 

to the direction and supervision of the use and 

operation of the four House Garages and out-

door parking lots. 
4. This order shall become effective immediately. 

HOUSE OFFICE BUILDING COMMISSION 

JOHN W. MCCORMACK, Chairman. 

EMANUEL CELLER, Member. 

CHARLES E. GOODELL, Member. 

§ 5103. Restrictions on public use of United 
States Capitol Grounds 

Public travel in, and occupancy of, the United 

States Capitol Grounds is restricted to the 

roads, walks, and places prepared for that pur-

pose. 

(Pub. L. 107–217, Aug. 21, 2002, 116 Stat. 1176.) 
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1 So in original. Probably should be ‘‘921(a)(3)’’. 

The words ‘‘by flagging, paving, or otherwise’’ are 

omitted as unnecessary. 

§ 5104. Unlawful activities 

(a) DEFINITIONS.—In this section— 
(1) ACT OF PHYSICAL VIOLENCE.—The term 

‘‘act of physical violence’’ means any act in-

volving— 
(A) an assault or other infliction or threat 

of infliction of death or bodily harm on an 

individual; or 
(B) damage to, or destruction of, real or 

personal property. 

(2) DANGEROUS WEAPON.—The term ‘‘dan-

gerous weapon’’ includes— 
(A) all articles enumerated in section 14(a) 

of the Act of July 8, 1932 (ch. 465, 47 Stat. 

654); and 
(B) a device designed to expel or hurl a 

projectile capable of causing injury to indi-

viduals or property, a dagger, a dirk, a sti-

letto, and a knife having a blade over three 

inches in length. 

(3) EXPLOSIVES.—The term ‘‘explosives’’ has 

the meaning given that term in section 841(d) 

of title 18. 
(4) FIREARM.—The term ‘‘firearm’’ has the 

meaning given that term in section 921(3) 1 of 

title 18. 

(b) OBSTRUCTION OF ROADS.—A person may not 

occupy the roads in the United States Capitol 

Grounds in a manner that obstructs or hinders 

their proper use, or use the roads in the area of 

the Grounds, south of Constitution Avenue and 

B Street and north of Independence Avenue and 

B Street, to convey goods or merchandise, ex-

cept to or from the United States Capitol on 

Federal Government service. 

(c) SALE OF ARTICLES, DISPLAY OF SIGNS, AND 

SOLICITATIONS.—A person may not carry out any 

of the following activities in the Grounds: 

(1) offer or expose any article for sale. 

(2) display a sign, placard, or other form of 

advertisement. 

(3) solicit fares, alms, subscriptions, or con-

tributions. 

(d) INJURIES TO PROPERTY.—A person may not 

step or climb on, remove, or in any way injure 

any statue, seat, wall, fountain, or other erec-

tion or architectural feature, or any tree, shrub, 

plant, or turf, in the Grounds. 

(e) CAPITOL GROUNDS AND BUILDINGS SECU-

RITY.— 

(1) FIREARMS, DANGEROUS WEAPONS, EXPLO-

SIVES, OR INCENDIARY DEVICES.—An individual 

or group of individuals— 

(A) except as authorized by regulations 

prescribed by the Capitol Police Board— 

(i) may not carry on or have readily ac-

cessible to any individual on the Grounds 

or in any of the Capitol Buildings a fire-

arm, a dangerous weapon, explosives, or an 

incendiary device; 

(ii) may not discharge a firearm or ex-

plosives, use a dangerous weapon, or ignite 

an incendiary device, on the Grounds or in 

any of the Capitol Buildings; or 

(iii) may not transport on the Grounds 

or in any of the Capitol Buildings explo-

sives or an incendiary device; or 

(B) may not knowingly, with force and vio-

lence, enter or remain on the floor of either 

House of Congress. 

(2) VIOLENT ENTRY AND DISORDERLY CON-

DUCT.—An individual or group of individuals 

may not willfully and knowingly— 

(A) enter or remain on the floor of either 

House of Congress or in any cloakroom or 

lobby adjacent to that floor, in the Rayburn 

Room of the House of Representatives, or in 

the Marble Room of the Senate, unless au-

thorized to do so pursuant to rules adopted, 

or an authorization given, by that House; 

(B) enter or remain in the gallery of either 

House of Congress in violation of rules gov-

erning admission to the gallery adopted by 

that House or pursuant to an authorization 

given by that House; 

(C) with the intent to disrupt the orderly 

conduct of official business, enter or remain 

in a room in any of the Capitol Buildings set 

aside or designated for the use of— 

(i) either House of Congress or a Mem-

ber, committee, officer, or employee of 

Congress, or either House of Congress; or 

(ii) the Library of Congress; 

(D) utter loud, threatening, or abusive lan-

guage, or engage in disorderly or disruptive 

conduct, at any place in the Grounds or in 

any of the Capitol Buildings with the intent 

to impede, disrupt, or disturb the orderly 

conduct of a session of Congress or either 

House of Congress, or the orderly conduct in 

that building of a hearing before, or any de-

liberations of, a committee of Congress or 

either House of Congress; 

(E) obstruct, or impede passage through or 

within, the Grounds or any of the Capitol 

Buildings; 

(F) engage in an act of physical violence in 

the Grounds or any of the Capitol Buildings; 

or 

(G) parade, demonstrate, or picket in any 

of the Capitol Buildings. 

(3) EXEMPTION OF GOVERNMENT OFFICIALS.— 

This subsection does not prohibit any act per-

formed in the lawful discharge of official du-

ties by— 

(A) a Member of Congress; 

(B) an employee of a Member of Congress; 

(C) an officer or employee of Congress or a 

committee of Congress; or 

(D) an officer or employee of either House 

of Congress or a committee of that House. 

(f) PARADES, ASSEMBLAGES, AND DISPLAY OF 

FLAGS.—Except as provided in section 5106 of 

this title, a person may not— 

(1) parade, stand, or move in processions or 

assemblages in the Grounds; or 

(2) display in the Grounds a flag, banner, or 

device designed or adapted to bring into public 

notice a party, organization, or movement. 

(Pub. L. 107–217, Aug. 21, 2002, 116 Stat. 1176; Pub. 

L. 110–161, div. H, title I, § 1004(d)(2)(A)(iii), Dec. 

26, 2007, 121 Stat. 2234; Pub. L. 110–178, § 4(b)(1)(C), 
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