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§ 254c–5. Epilepsy; seizure disorder 

(a) National public health campaign 

(1) In general 

The Secretary shall develop and implement 
public health surveillance, education, re-
search, and intervention strategies to improve 
the lives of persons with epilepsy, with a par-
ticular emphasis on children. Such projects 
may be carried out by the Secretary directly 
and through awards of grants or contracts to 
public or nonprofit private entities. The Sec-
retary may directly or through such awards 
provide technical assistance with respect to 
the planning, development, and operation of 
such projects. 

(2) Certain activities 

Activities under paragraph (1) shall in-
clude— 

(A) expanding current surveillance activi-
ties through existing monitoring systems 
and improving registries that maintain data 
on individuals with epilepsy, including chil-
dren; 

(B) enhancing research activities on the 
diagnosis, treatment, and management of 
epilepsy; 

(C) implementing public and professional 
information and education programs regard-
ing epilepsy, including initiatives which pro-
mote effective management of the disease 
through children’s programs which are tar-
geted to parents, schools, daycare providers, 
patients; 

(D) undertaking educational efforts with 
the media, providers of health care, schools 
and others regarding stigmas and secondary 
disabilities related to epilepsy and seizures, 
and its effects on youth; 

(E) utilizing and expanding partnerships 
with organizations with experience address-
ing the health and related needs of people 
with disabilities; and 

(F) other activities the Secretary deems 
appropriate. 

(3) Coordination of activities 

The Secretary shall ensure that activities 
under this subsection are coordinated as ap-
propriate with other agencies of the Public 
Health Service that carry out activities re-
garding epilepsy and seizure. 

(b) Seizure disorder; demonstration projects in 
medically underserved areas 

(1) In general 

The Secretary, acting through the Adminis-
trator of the Health Resources and Services 
Administration, may make grants for the pur-
pose of carrying out demonstration projects to 
improve access to health and other services re-
garding seizures to encourage early detection 
and treatment in children and others residing 
in medically underserved areas. 

(2) Application for grant 

A grant may not be awarded under para-
graph (1) unless an application therefore is 
submitted to the Secretary and the Secretary 
approves such application. Such application 
shall be submitted in such form and manner 

and shall contain such information as the Sec-
retary may prescribe. 

(c) Definitions 

For purposes of this section: 
(1) The term ‘‘epilepsy’’ refers to a chronic 

and serious neurological condition character-
ized by excessive electrical discharges in the 
brain causing recurring seizures affecting all 
life activities. The Secretary may revise the 
definition of such term to the extent the Sec-
retary determines necessary. 

(2) The term ‘‘medically underserved’’ has 
the meaning applicable under section 295p(6) of 
this title. 

(d) Authorization of appropriations 

For the purpose of carrying out this section, 
there are authorized to be appropriated such 
sums as may be necessary for each of the fiscal 
years 2001 through 2005. 

(July 1, 1944, ch. 373, title III, § 330E, as added 
Pub. L. 106–310, div. A, title VIII, § 801, Oct. 17, 
2000, 114 Stat. 1124.) 

§ 254c–6. Certain services for pregnant women 

(a) Infant adoption awareness 

(1) In general 

The Secretary shall make grants to na-
tional, regional, or local adoption organiza-
tions for the purpose of developing and imple-
menting programs to train the designated 
staff of eligible health centers in providing 
adoption information and referrals to preg-
nant women on an equal basis with all other 
courses of action included in nondirective 
counseling to pregnant women. 

(2) Best-practices guidelines 

(A) In general 

A condition for the receipt of a grant 
under paragraph (1) is that the adoption or-
ganization involved agree that, in providing 
training under such paragraph, the organiza-
tion will follow the guidelines developed 
under subparagraph (B). 

(B) Process for development of guidelines 

(i) In general 

The Secretary shall establish and super-
vise a process described in clause (ii) in 
which the participants are— 

(I) an appropriate number and variety 
of adoption organizations that, as a 
group, have expertise in all models of 
adoption practice and that represent all 
members of the adoption triad (birth 
mother, infant, and adoptive parent); 
and 

(II) affected public health entities. 

(ii) Description of process 

The process referred to in clause (i) is a 
process in which the participants described 
in such clause collaborate to develop best- 
practices guidelines on the provision of 
adoption information and referrals to 
pregnant women on an equal basis with all 
other courses of action included in non-
directive counseling to pregnant women. 

(iii) Date certain for development 

The Secretary shall ensure that the 
guidelines described in clause (ii) are de-
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veloped not later than 180 days after Octo-
ber 17, 2000. 

(C) Relation to authority for grants 

The Secretary may not make any grant 
under paragraph (1) before the date on which 
the guidelines under subparagraph (B) are 
developed. 

(3) Use of grant 

(A) In general 

With respect to a grant under paragraph 
(1)— 

(i) an adoption organization may expend 
the grant to carry out the programs di-
rectly or through grants to or contracts 
with other adoption organizations; 

(ii) the purposes for which the adoption 
organization expends the grant may in-
clude the development of a training cur-
riculum, consistent with the guidelines de-
veloped under paragraph (2)(B); and 

(iii) a condition for the receipt of the 
grant is that the adoption organization 
agree that, in providing training for the 
designated staff of eligible health centers, 
such organization will make reasonable ef-
forts to ensure that the individuals who 
provide the training are individuals who 
are knowledgeable in all elements of the 
adoption process and are experienced in 
providing adoption information and refer-
rals in the geographic areas in which the 
eligible health centers are located, and 
that the designated staff receive the train-
ing in such areas. 

(B) Rule of construction regarding training 
of trainers 

With respect to individuals who under a 
grant under paragraph (1) provide training 
for the designated staff of eligible health 
centers (referred to in this subparagraph as 
‘‘trainers’’), subparagraph (A)(iii) may not 
be construed as establishing any limitation 
regarding the geographic area in which the 
trainers receive instruction in being such 
trainers. A trainer may receive such instruc-
tion in a different geographic area than the 
area in which the trainer trains (or will 
train) the designated staff of eligible health 
centers. 

(4) Adoption organizations; eligible health cen-
ters; other definitions 

For purposes of this section: 
(A) The term ‘‘adoption organization’’ 

means a national, regional, or local organi-
zation— 

(i) among whose primary purposes are 
adoption; 

(ii) that is knowledgeable in all elements 
of the adoption process and on providing 
adoption information and referrals to 
pregnant women; and 

(iii) that is a nonprofit private entity. 

(B) The term ‘‘designated staff’’, with re-
spect to an eligible health center, means 
staff of the center who provide pregnancy or 
adoption information and referrals (or will 
provide such information and referrals after 
receiving training under a grant under para-
graph (1)). 

(C) The term ‘‘eligible health centers’’ 
means public and nonprofit private entities 
that provide health services to pregnant 
women. 

(5) Training for certain eligible health centers 

A condition for the receipt of a grant under 
paragraph (1) is that the adoption organization 
involved agree to make reasonable efforts to 
ensure that the eligible health centers with re-
spect to which training under the grant is pro-
vided include— 

(A) eligible health centers that receive 
grants under section 300 of this title (relat-
ing to voluntary family planning projects); 

(B) eligible health centers that receive 
grants under section 254b of this title (relat-
ing to community health centers, migrant 
health centers, and centers regarding home-
less individuals and residents of public hous-
ing); and 

(C) eligible health centers that receive 
grants under this chapter for the provision 
of services in schools. 

(6) Participation of certain eligible health clin-
ics 

In the case of eligible health centers that re-
ceive grants under section 254b or 300 of this 
title: 

(A) Within a reasonable period after the 
Secretary begins making grants under para-
graph (1), the Secretary shall provide eligi-
ble health centers with complete informa-
tion about the training available from orga-
nizations receiving grants under such para-
graph. The Secretary shall make reasonable 
efforts to encourage eligible health centers 
to arrange for designated staff to participate 
in such training. Such efforts shall affirm 
Federal requirements, if any, that the eligi-
ble health center provide nondirective coun-
seling to pregnant women. 

(B) All costs of such centers in obtaining 
the training shall be reimbursed by the orga-
nization that provides the training, using 
grants under paragraph (1). 

(C) Not later than 1 year after October 17, 
2000, the Secretary shall submit to the ap-
propriate committees of the Congress a re-
port evaluating the extent to which adoption 
information and referral, upon request, are 
provided by eligible health centers. Within a 
reasonable time after training under this 
section is initiated, the Secretary shall sub-
mit to the appropriate committees of the 
Congress a report evaluating the extent to 
which adoption information and referral, 
upon request, are provided by eligible health 
centers in order to determine the effective-
ness of such training and the extent to 
which such training complies with sub-
section (a)(1) of this section. In preparing 
the reports required by this subparagraph, 
the Secretary shall in no respect interpret 
the provisions of this section to allow any 
interference in the provider-patient relation-
ship, any breach of patient confidentiality, 
or any monitoring or auditing of the coun-
seling process or patient records which 
breaches patient confidentiality or reveals 
patient identity. The reports required by 
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this subparagraph shall be conducted by the 
Secretary acting through the Administrator 
of the Health Resources and Services Admin-
istration and in collaboration with the Di-
rector of the Agency for Healthcare Re-
search and Quality. 

(b) Application for grant 

The Secretary may make a grant under sub-
section (a) of this section only if an application 
for the grant is submitted to the Secretary and 
the application is in such form, is made in such 
manner, and contains such agreements, assur-
ances, and information as the Secretary deter-
mines to be necessary to carry out this section. 

(c) Authorization of appropriations 

For the purpose of carrying out this section, 
there are authorized to be appropriated such 
sums as may be necessary for each of the fiscal 
years 2001 through 2005. 

(July 1, 1944, ch. 373, title III, § 330F, as added 
Pub. L. 106–310, div. A, title XII, § 1201, Oct. 17, 
2000, 114 Stat. 1132.) 

§ 254c–7. Special needs adoption programs; pub-
lic awareness campaign and other activities 

(a) Special needs adoption awareness campaign 

(1) In general 

The Secretary shall, through making grants 
to nonprofit private entities, provide for the 
planning, development, and carrying out of a 
national campaign to provide information to 
the public regarding the adoption of children 
with special needs. 

(2) Input on planning and development 

In providing for the planning and develop-
ment of the national campaign under para-
graph (1), the Secretary shall provide for input 
from a number and variety of adoption organi-
zations throughout the States in order that 
the full national diversity of interests among 
adoption organizations is represented in the 
planning and development of the campaign. 

(3) Certain features 

With respect to the national campaign under 
paragraph (1): 

(A) The campaign shall be directed at var-
ious populations, taking into account as ap-
propriate differences among geographic re-
gions, and shall be carried out in the lan-
guage and cultural context that is most ap-
propriate to the population involved. 

(B) The means through which the cam-
paign may be carried out include— 

(i) placing public service announcements 
on television, radio, and billboards; and 

(ii) providing information through 
means that the Secretary determines will 
reach individuals who are most likely to 
adopt children with special needs. 

(C) The campaign shall provide informa-
tion on the subsidies and supports that are 
available to individuals regarding the adop-
tion of children with special needs. 

(D) The Secretary may provide that the 
placement of public service announcements, 
and the dissemination of brochures and 

other materials, is subject to review by the 
Secretary. 

(4) Matching requirement 

(A) In general 

With respect to the costs of the activities 
to be carried out by an entity pursuant to 
paragraph (1), a condition for the receipt of 
a grant under such paragraph is that the en-
tity agree to make available (directly or 
through donations from public or private en-
tities) non-Federal contributions toward 
such costs in an amount that is not less than 
25 percent of such costs. 

(B) Determination of amount contributed 

Non-Federal contributions under subpara-
graph (A) may be in cash or in kind, fairly 
evaluated, including plant, equipment, or 
services. Amounts provided by the Federal 
Government, or services assisted or sub-
sidized to any significant extent by the Fed-
eral Government, may not be included in de-
termining the amount of such contributions. 

(b) National resources program 

The Secretary shall (directly or through grant 
or contract) carry out a program that, through 
toll-free telecommunications, makes available 
to the public information regarding the adop-
tion of children with special needs. Such infor-
mation shall include the following: 

(1) A list of national, State, and regional or-
ganizations that provide services regarding 
such adoptions, including exchanges and other 
information on communicating with the orga-
nizations. The list shall represent the full na-
tional diversity of adoption organizations. 

(2) Information beneficial to individuals who 
adopt such children, including lists of support 
groups for adoptive parents and other 
postadoptive services. 

(c) Other programs 

With respect to the adoption of children with 
special needs, the Secretary shall make grants— 

(1) to provide assistance to support groups 
for adoptive parents, adopted children, and 
siblings of adopted children; and 

(2) to carry out studies to identify— 
(A) the barriers to completion of the adop-

tion process; and 
(B) those components that lead to favor-

able long-term outcomes for families that 
adopt children with special needs. 

(d) Application for grant 

The Secretary may make an award of a grant 
or contract under this section only if an applica-
tion for the award is submitted to the Secretary 
and the application is in such form, is made in 
such manner, and contains such agreements, as-
surances, and information as the Secretary de-
termines to be necessary to carry out this sec-
tion. 

(e) Funding 

For the purpose of carrying out this section, 
there are authorized to be appropriated such 
sums as may be necessary for each of the fiscal 
years 2001 through 2005. 

(July 1, 1944, ch. 373, title III, § 330G, as added 
Pub. L. 106–310, div. A, title XII, § 1211, Oct. 17, 
2000, 114 Stat. 1135.) 
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