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§ 20103. Definitions 

In this chapter: 

(1) AERONAUTICAL AND SPACE ACTIVITIES.— 

The term ‘‘aeronautical and space activities’’ 

means— 

(A) research into, and the solution of, 

problems of flight within and outside the 

Earth’s atmosphere; 

(B) the development, construction, testing, 

and operation for research purposes of aero-

nautical and space vehicles; 

(C) the operation of a space transportation 

system including the space shuttle, upper 

stages, space platforms, and related equip-

ment; and 

(D) such other activities as may be re-

quired for the exploration of space. 

(2) AERONAUTICAL AND SPACE VEHICLES.—The 

term ‘‘aeronautical and space vehicles’’ means 

aircraft, missiles, satellites, and other space 

vehicles, manned and unmanned, together 

with related equipment, devices, components, 

and parts. 

(Pub. L. 111–314, § 3, Dec. 18, 2010, 124 Stat. 3332.) 

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised 
Section 

Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large) 

20103 .......... 42 U.S.C. 2452. Pub. L. 85–568, title I, § 103, 
July 29, 1958, 72 Stat. 427; 
Pub. L. 98–52, title I, § 108, 
July 15, 1983, 97 Stat. 285. 

In paragraph (1)(A), the word ‘‘Earth’s’’ is capitalized 

for consistency in title 51. 

SUBCHAPTER II—COORDINATION OF 

AERONAUTICAL AND SPACE ACTIVITIES 

§ 20111. National Aeronautics and Space Admin-
istration 

(a) ESTABLISHMENT AND APPOINTMENT OF AD-

MINISTRATOR.—There is established the National 

Aeronautics and Space Administration. The Ad-

ministration shall be headed by an Adminis-

trator, who shall be appointed from civilian life 

by the President by and with the advice and con-

sent of the Senate. Under the supervision and di-

rection of the President, the Administrator 

shall be responsible for the exercise of all powers 

and the discharge of all duties of the Adminis-

tration and shall have authority and control 

over all personnel and activities thereof. 

(b) DEPUTY ADMINISTRATOR.—There shall be in 

the Administration a Deputy Administrator, 

who shall be appointed from civilian life by the 

President by and with the advice and consent of 

the Senate. The Deputy Administrator shall per-

form such duties and exercise such powers as the 

Administrator may prescribe. The Deputy Ad-

ministrator shall act for, and exercise the pow-

ers of, the Administrator during the Adminis-

trator’s absence or disability. 

(c) RESTRICTION ON OTHER BUSINESS OR EM-

PLOYMENT.—The Administrator and the Deputy 

Administrator shall not engage in any other 

business, vocation, or employment while serving 

as such. 

(Pub. L. 111–314, § 3, Dec. 18, 2010, 124 Stat. 3332.) 

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised 
Section 

Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large) 

20111 .......... 42 U.S.C. 2472. Pub. L. 85–568, title II, § 202, 
July 29, 1958, 72 Stat. 429; 
Pub. L. 88–426, title III, 
§ 305(12), Aug. 14, 1964, 78 
Stat. 423. 

USERS’ ADVISORY GROUP 

Pub. L. 101–611, title I, § 121, Nov. 16, 1990, 104 Stat. 

3204, provided that: 

‘‘(a) ESTABLISHMENT.—(1) The National Space Council 

shall establish a Users’ Advisory Group composed of 

non-Federal representatives of industries and other 

persons involved in aeronautical and space activities. 

‘‘(2) The Vice President shall name a chairman of the 

Users’ Advisory Group. 

‘‘(3) The National Space Council shall from time to 

time, but not less than once a year, meet with the 

Users’ Advisory Group. 

‘‘(4) The function of the Users’ Advisory Group shall 

be to ensure that the interests of industries and other 

non-Federal entities involved in space activities, in-

cluding in particular commercial entities, are ade-

quately represented in the National Space Council. 

‘‘(5) The Users’ Advisory Group may be assisted by 

personnel detailed to the National Space Council. 

‘‘(b) EXEMPTION.—The Users’ Advisory Group shall 

not be subject to section 14(a)(2) of the Federal Advi-

sory Committee Act [5 U.S.C. App.].’’ 

NATIONAL SPACE COUNCIL 

Pub. L. 101–328, § 3(a), July 8, 1990, 104 Stat. 308, pro-

vided that: ‘‘Not more than six individuals may be em-

ployed by the National Space Council without regard to 

any provision of law regulating the employment or 

compensation of persons in the Government service, at 

rates not to exceed the rate of pay for level VI of the 

Senior Executive Schedule as provided pursuant to sec-

tion 5382 of title 5, United States Code.’’ 

Pub. L. 101–328, § 4, July 8, 1990, 104 Stat. 308, provided 

that: ‘‘The National Space Council may, for purposes of 

carrying out its functions, employ experts and consult-

ants in accordance with section 3109 of title 5, United 

States Code, and may compensate individuals so em-

ployed for each day they are involved in a business of 

the National Space Council (including traveltime) at 

rates not in excess of the daily equivalent of the maxi-

mum rate of pay for grade GS–18 as provided pursuant 

to section 5332 of title 5, United States Code.’’ 

[References in laws to the rates of pay for GS–16, 17, 

or 18, or to maximum rates of pay under the General 

Schedule, to be considered references to rates payable 

under specified sections of Title 5, Government Organi-

zation and Employees, see section 529 [title I, § 101(c)(1)] 

of Pub. L. 101–509, set out in a note under section 5376 

of Title 5.] 

Pub. L. 100–685, title V, § 501, Nov. 17, 1988, 102 Stat. 

4102, provided that: 

‘‘(a) Effective February 1, 1989, there is established in 

the Executive Office of the President the National 

Space Council, which shall be chaired by the Vice 

President. 

‘‘(b) By March 1, 1989, the President shall submit to 

the Congress a report that outlines the composition 

and functions of the National Space Council. 

‘‘(c) The Council may employ a staff of not more than 

seven persons, which is to be headed by a civilian exec-

utive secretary, who shall be appointed by the Presi-

dent.’’ 

EX. ORD. NO. 10849. ESTABLISHMENT OF SEAL FOR 

NATIONAL AERONAUTICS AND SPACE ADMINISTRATION 

Ex. Ord. No. 10849, Nov. 27, 1959, 24 F.R. 9559, as 

amended by Ex. Ord. No. 10942, May 19, 1961, 26 F.R. 

4419, provided: 

WHEREAS the Administrator of the National Aero-

nautics and Space Administration has caused to be 
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