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SUBCHAPTER I—GENERAL
§50101. Definitions

In this chapter:

(1) COMMERCIAL PROVIDER.—The term ‘‘com-
mercial provider’” means any person providing
space transportation services or other space-
related activities, primary control of which is

held by persons other than Federal, State,
local, and foreign governments.
(2) PAYLOAD.—The term ‘‘payload’” means

anything that a person undertakes to trans-
port to, from, or within outer space, or in sub-
orbital trajectory, by means of a space trans-
portation vehicle, but does not include the
space transportation vehicle itself except for
its components which are specifically designed
or adapted for that payload.

(3) SPACE-RELATED ACTIVITIES.—The term
‘“‘space-related activities” includes research
and development, manufacturing, processing,
service, and other associated and support ac-
tivities.

(4) SPACE TRANSPORTATION SERVICES.—The
term ‘‘space transportation services’” means
the preparation of a space transportation vehi-
cle and its payloads for transportation to,
from, or within outer space, or in suborbital
trajectory, and the conduct of transporting a
payload to, from, or within outer space, or in
suborbital trajectory.

(6) SPACE TRANSPORTATION VEHICLE.—The
term ‘‘space transportation vehicle’” means
any vehicle constructed for the purpose of op-
erating in, or transporting a payload to, from,
or within, outer space, or in suborbital trajec-
tory, and includes any component of such ve-
hicle not specifically designed or adapted for a
payload.

(6) STATE.—The term ‘‘State’” means each of
the several States of the Union, the District of
Columbia, the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico,
the Virgin Islands, Guam, American Samoa,
the Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana
Islands, and any other commonwealth, terri-
tory, or possession of the United States.

(7) UNITED STATES COMMERCIAL PROVIDER.—
The term ‘‘United States commercial pro-
vider” means a commercial provider, orga-
nized under the laws of the United States or of
a State, that is—

(A) more than 50 percent owned by United

States nationals; or
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(B) a subsidiary of a foreign company and
the Secretary of Transportation finds that—
(i) such subsidiary has in the past evi-
denced a substantial commitment to the
United States market through—

(I) investments in the United States in
long-term research, development, and
manufacturing (including the manufac-
ture of major components and subassem-
blies); and

(IT) significant contributions to em-
ployment in the United States; and

(ii) the country or countries in which
such foreign company is incorporated or
organized, and, if appropriate, in which it
principally conducts its business, affords
reciprocal treatment to companies de-
scribed in subparagraph (A) comparable to
that afforded to such foreign company’s
subsidiary in the United States, as evi-
denced by—

(I) providing comparable opportunities
for companies described in subparagraph
(A) to participate in Government-spon-
sored research and development similar
to that authorized under this chapter;

(IT) providing no barriers, to companies
described in subparagraph (A) with re-
spect to local investment opportunities,
that are not provided to foreign compa-
nies in the United States; and

(ITI) providing adequate and effective
protection for the intellectual property
rights of companies described in sub-
paragraph (A).

(Pub. L. 111-314, §3, Dec. 18, 2010, 124 Stat. 3394.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES

Revised

Section Source (U.S. Code)

Source (Statutes at Large)

42 U.S.C. 14701. Pub. L. 105-303, §2, Oct. 28,

1998, 112 Stat. 2843.

The definition of ‘‘Administrator’” in section 2 of the
Commercial Space Act of 1998 (Public Law 105-303, 112
Stat. 2843) is omitted as unnecessary because of the def-
inition added by section 10101 of title 51.
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§50111. Commercialization of Space Station

(a) PoLicy.—Congress declares that a priority
goal of constructing the International Space
Station is the economic development of Earth
orbital space. Congress further declares that
free and competitive markets create the most
efficient conditions for promoting economic de-
velopment, and should therefore govern the eco-
nomic development of Earth orbital space. Con-
gress further declares that the use of free mar-
ket principles in operating, servicing, allocating
the use of, and adding capabilities to the Space
Station, and the resulting fullest possible en-
gagement of commercial providers and partici-
pation of commercial users, will reduce Space
Station operational costs for all partners and
the Federal Government’s share of the United
States burden to fund operations.

(b) USE OF UNITED STATES COMMERCIALLY PRO-
VIDED SERVICES.—
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(1) IN GENERAL.—In order to stimulate com-
mercial use of space, help maximize the utility
and productivity of the International Space
Station, and enable a commercial means of
providing crew transfer and crew rescue serv-
ices for the International Space Station, the
Administration shall—

(A) make use of United States commer-
cially provided International Space Station
crew transfer and crew rescue services to the
maximum extent practicable, if those com-
mercial services have demonstrated the ca-
pability to meet Administration-specified
ascent, entry, and International Space Sta-
tion proximity operations safety require-
ments;

(B) limit, to the maximum extent prac-
ticable, the use of the Crew Exploration Ve-
hicle to missions carrying astronauts beyond
low Earth orbit once commercial crew trans-
fer and crew rescue services that meet safety
requirements become operational;

(C) facilitate, to the maximum extent
practicable, the transfer of Administration-
developed technologies to potential United
States commercial crew transfer and rescue
service providers, consistent with United
States law; and

(D) issue a notice of intent, not later than
180 days after October 15, 2008, to enter into
a funded, competitively awarded Space Act
Agreement with 2 or more commercial enti-
ties for a Phase 1 Commercial Orbital Trans-
portation Services crewed vehicle dem-
onstration program.

(2) CONGRESSIONAL INTENT.—It is the intent
of Congress that funding for the program de-
scribed in paragraph (1)(D) shall not come at
the expense of full funding of the amounts au-
thorized under section 101(3)(A) of the Na-
tional Aeronautics and Space Administration
Authorization Act of 2008 (Public Law 110-422,
122 Stat. 4783), and for future fiscal years, for
Orion Crew Exploration Vehicle development,
Ares I Crew Launch Vehicle development, or
International Space Station cargo delivery.

(3) ADDITIONAL TECHNOLOGIES.—The Adminis-
tration shall make International Space Sta-
tion-compatible docking adaptors and other
relevant technologies available to the com-
mercial crew providers selected to service the
International Space Station.

(4) CREW TRANSFER AND CREW RESCUE SERV-
ICES CONTRACT.—If a commercial provider dem-
onstrates the capability to provide Inter-
national Space Station crew transfer and crew
rescue services and to satisfy Administration
ascent, entry, and International Space Station
proximity operations safety requirements, the
Administration shall enter into an Inter-
national Space Station crew transfer and crew
rescue services contract with that commercial
provider for a portion of the Administration’s
anticipated International Space Station crew
transfer and crew rescue requirements from
the time the commercial provider commences
operations under contract with the Adminis-
tration through calendar year 2016, with an op-
tion to extend the period of performance
through calendar year 2020.

(Pub. L. 111-314, §3, Dec. 18, 2010, 124 Stat. 3396.)
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HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES

I;gggfgz Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large)
50111(a) ...... 42 U.S.C. 14711(a). Pub. L. 105-303, title I,
§101(a), Oct. 28, 1998, 112
Stat. 2845.
50111(b) ...... 42 U.S.C. 17801. Pub. L. 110-422, title IX,
§902, Oct. 15, 2008, 122
Stat. 4805.

In subsection (b)(1)(D), the date ‘‘October 15, 2008’ is
substituted for ‘‘the date of enactment of this Act” to
reflect the date of enactment of the National Aero-
nautics and Space Administration Authorization Act of
2008 (Public Law 110-422, 122 Stat. 4779).

REFERENCES IN TEXT

Section 101(3)(A) of the National Aeronautics and
Space Administration Authorization Act of 2008, re-
ferred to in subsec. (b)(2), is section 101(3)(A) of Pub. L.
110422, Oct. 15, 2008, 122 Stat. 4783, which was not clas-
sified to the Code.

§50112. Promotion of United States Global Posi-
tioning System standards

In order to support and sustain the Global Po-
sitioning System in a manner that will most ef-
fectively contribute to the national security,
public safety, scientific, and economic interests
of the United States, Congress encourages the
President to—

(1) ensure the operation of the Global Posi-
tioning System on a continuous worldwide
basis free of direct user fees;

(2) enter into international agreements that
promote cooperation with foreign govern-
ments and international organizations to—

(A) establish the Global Positioning Sys-
tem and its augmentations as an acceptable
international standard; and

(B) eliminate any foreign barriers to appli-
cations of the Global Positioning System
worldwide; and

(3) provide clear direction and adequate re-
sources to the Assistant Secretary of Com-
merce for Communications and Information so
that on an international basis the Assistant
Secretary can—

(A) achieve and sustain efficient manage-
ment of the electromagnetic spectrum used
by the Global Positioning System; and

(B) protect that spectrum from disruption
and interference.

(Pub. L. 111-314, §3, Dec. 18, 2010, 124 Stat. 3397.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES

ggcvfff,‘f Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large)
50112 .......... 42 U.S.C. 14712(b). Pub. L. 105303, title I,
§104(b), Oct. 28, 1998, 112
Stat. 2852.
FINDING

Pub. L. 105-303, title I, §104(a), Oct. 28, 1998, 112 Stat.
2852, provided that: ‘“The Congress finds that the Global
Positioning System, including satellites, signal equip-
ment, ground stations, data links, and associated com-
mand and control facilities, has become an essential
element in civil, scientific, and military space develop-
ment because of the emergence of a United States com-
mercial industry which provides Global Positioning
System equipment and related services.”
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