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§ 50113. Acquisition of space science data 

(a) DEFINITION OF SPACE SCIENCE DATA.—In 

this section, the term ‘‘space science data’’ in-

cludes scientific data concerning— 
(1) the elemental and mineralogical re-

sources of the moon, asteroids, planets and 

their moons, and comets; 
(2) microgravity acceleration; and 
(3) solar storm monitoring. 

(b) ACQUISITION FROM COMMERCIAL PROVID-

ERS.—The Administrator shall, to the extent 

possible and while satisfying the scientific or 

educational requirements of the Administration, 

and where appropriate, of other Federal agencies 

and scientific researchers, acquire, where cost 

effective, space science data from a commercial 

provider. 
(c) TREATMENT OF SPACE SCIENCE DATA AS 

COMMERCIAL ITEM UNDER ACQUISITION LAWS.— 

Acquisitions of space science data by the Ad-

ministrator shall be carried out in accordance 

with applicable acquisition laws and regulations 

(including chapters 137 and 140 of title 10). For 

purposes of such law and regulations, space 

science data shall be considered to be a commer-

cial item. Nothing in this subsection shall be 

construed to preclude the United States from 

acquiring, through contracts with commercial 

providers, sufficient rights in data to meet the 

needs of the scientific and educational commu-

nity or the needs of other government activities. 
(d) SAFETY STANDARDS.—Nothing in this sec-

tion shall be construed to prohibit the Federal 

Government from requiring compliance with ap-

plicable safety standards. 
(e) LIMITATION.—This section does not author-

ize the Administration to provide financial as-

sistance for the development of commercial sys-

tems for the collection of space science data. 

(Pub. L. 111–314, § 3, Dec. 18, 2010, 124 Stat. 3397.) 

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised 
Section 

Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large) 

50113 .......... 42 U.S.C. 14713. Pub. L. 105–303, title I, § 105, 
Oct. 28, 1998, 112 Stat. 2852. 

§ 50114. Administration of commercial space cen-
ters 

The Administrator shall administer the Com-

mercial Space Center program in a coordinated 

manner from Administration headquarters in 

Washington, D.C. 

(Pub. L. 111–314, § 3, Dec. 18, 2010, 124 Stat. 3398.) 

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised 
Section 

Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large) 

50114 .......... 42 U.S.C. 14714. Pub. L. 105–303, title I, § 106, 
Oct. 28, 1998, 112 Stat. 2853. 

§ 50115. Sources of Earth science data 

(a) ACQUISITION.—The Administrator shall, to 

the extent possible and while satisfying the sci-

entific or educational requirements of the Ad-

ministration, and where appropriate, of other 

Federal agencies and scientific researchers, ac-

quire, where cost-effective, space-based and air-

borne Earth remote sensing data, services, dis-
tribution, and applications from a commercial 
provider. 

(b) TREATMENT AS COMMERCIAL ITEM UNDER 
ACQUISITION LAWS.—Acquisitions by the Admin-
istrator of the data, services, distribution, and 

applications referred to in subsection (a) shall 

be carried out in accordance with applicable ac-

quisition laws and regulations (including chap-

ters 137 and 140 of title 10). For purposes of such 

law and regulations, such data, services, dis-

tribution, and applications shall be considered 

to be a commercial item. Nothing in this sub-

section shall be construed to preclude the 

United States from acquiring, through contracts 

with commercial providers, sufficient rights in 

data to meet the needs of the scientific and edu-

cational community or the needs of other gov-

ernment activities. 
(c) SAFETY STANDARDS.—Nothing in this sec-

tion shall be construed to prohibit the Federal 

Government from requiring compliance with ap-

plicable safety standards. 
(d) ADMINISTRATION AND EXECUTION.—This sec-

tion shall be carried out as part of the Commer-

cial Remote Sensing Program at the Stennis 

Space Center. 

(Pub. L. 111–314, § 3, Dec. 18, 2010, 124 Stat. 3398.) 

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised 
Section 

Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large) 

50115(a) ...... 42 U.S.C. 14715(a). Pub. L. 105–303, title I, 
§ 107(a), (b), (d), (e), Oct. 
28, 1998, 112 Stat. 2853, 
2854. 

50115(b) ...... 42 U.S.C. 14715(b). 
50115(c) ...... 42 U.S.C. 14715(d). 
50115(d) ...... 42 U.S.C. 14715(e). 

§ 50116. Commercial technology transfer program 

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Administrator shall exe-

cute a commercial technology transfer program 

with the goal of facilitating the exchange of 

services, products, and intellectual property be-

tween the Administration and the private sec-

tor. This program shall place at least as much 

emphasis on encouraging the transfer of Admin-

istration technology to the private sector 

(‘‘spinning out’’) as on encouraging use of pri-

vate sector technology by the Administration. 

This program shall be maintained in a manner 

that provides clear benefits for the Administra-

tion, the domestic economy, and the research 

community. 
(b) PROGRAM STRUCTURE.—In carrying out the 

program described in subsection (a), the Admin-

istrator shall provide program participants with 

at least 45 days notice of any proposed changes 

to the structure of the Administration’s tech-

nology transfer and commercialization organiza-

tions that is in effect as of December 30, 2005. 

(Pub. L. 111–314, § 3, Dec. 18, 2010, 124 Stat. 3399.) 

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised 
Section 

Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large) 

50116 .......... 42 U.S.C. 16811. Pub. L. 109–155, title VI, 
§ 621, Dec. 30, 2005, 119 
Stat. 2935. 

This section restates provisions originally enacted as 

part of the National Aeronautics and Space Adminis-
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