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tration Authorization Act of 2005 (Public Law 109–155, 

119 Stat. 2895), and not as part of the Commercial Space 

Act of 1998 (Public Law 105–303, 112 Stat. 2843), which is 

generally restated in this chapter. 
In subsection (a), in the last sentence, the word ‘‘Ad-

ministration’’ is substituted for ‘‘agency’’ for clarity 

and because of the definition of ‘‘Administration’’ 

added by section 10101 of title 51. 
In subsection (b), the date ‘‘December 30, 2005’’ is sub-

stituted for ‘‘the date of enactment of this Act’’ to re-

flect the date of enactment of the National Aeronautics 

and Space Administration Authorization Act of 2005 

(Public Law 109–155, 119 Stat. 2895). 

SUBCHAPTER III—FEDERAL ACQUISITION 

OF SPACE TRANSPORTATION SERVICES 

§ 50131. Requirement to procure commercial 
space transportation services 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Except as otherwise provided 

in this section, the Federal Government shall 

acquire space transportation services from 

United States commercial providers whenever 

such services are required in the course of its ac-

tivities. To the maximum extent practicable, 

the Federal Government shall plan missions to 

accommodate the space transportation services 

capabilities of United States commercial provid-

ers. 
(b) EXCEPTIONS.—The Federal Government 

shall not be required to acquire space transpor-

tation services under subsection (a) if, on a case- 

by-case basis, the Administrator or, in the case 

of a national security issue, the Secretary of the 

Air Force, determines that— 
(1) a payload requires the unique capabilities 

of the space shuttle; 
(2) cost effective space transportation serv-

ices that meet specific mission requirements 

would not be reasonably available from United 

States commercial providers when required; 
(3) the use of space transportation services 

from United States commercial providers 

poses an unacceptable risk of loss of a unique 

scientific opportunity; 
(4) the use of space transportation services 

from United States commercial providers is 

inconsistent with national security objectives; 
(5) the use of space transportation services 

from United States commercial providers is 

inconsistent with international agreements 

for international collaborative efforts relating 

to science and technology; 
(6) it is more cost effective to transport a 

payload in conjunction with a test or dem-

onstration of a space transportation vehicle 

owned by the Federal Government; or 
(7) a payload can make use of the available 

cargo space on a space shuttle mission as a 

secondary payload, and such payload is con-

sistent with the requirements of research, de-

velopment, demonstration, scientific, com-

mercial, and educational programs authorized 

by the Administrator. 

(c) AGREEMENTS WITH FOREIGN ENTITIES.— 

Nothing in this section shall prevent the Admin-

istrator from planning or negotiating agree-

ments with foreign entities for the launch of 

Federal Government payloads for international 

collaborative efforts relating to science and 

technology. 
(d) DELAYED EFFECT.—Subsection (a) shall not 

apply to space transportation services and space 

transportation vehicles acquired or owned by 

the Federal Government before October 28, 1998, 

or with respect to which a contract for such ac-

quisition or ownership has been entered into be-

fore October 28, 1998. 

(e) HISTORICAL PURPOSES.—This section shall 

not be construed to prohibit the Federal Govern-

ment from acquiring, owning, or maintaining 

space transportation vehicles solely for histori-

cal display purposes. 

(Pub. L. 111–314, § 3, Dec. 18, 2010, 124 Stat. 3399.) 

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised 
Section 

Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large) 

50131(a) ...... 42 U.S.C. 14731(a). Pub. L. 105–303, title II, § 201, 
Oct. 28, 1998, 112 Stat. 2854. 

50131(b) ...... 42 U.S.C. 14731(b) 
(less last sen-
tence). 

50131(c) ...... 42 U.S.C. 14731(b) 
(last sentence). 

50131(d) ...... 42 U.S.C. 14731(c). 
50131(e) ...... 42 U.S.C. 14731(d). 

In subsection (d), the date ‘‘October 28, 1998’’ is sub-

stituted for ‘‘the date of the enactment of this Act’’ 

and for ‘‘such date’’ to reflect the date of enactment of 

the Commercial Space Act of 1998 (Public Law 105–303, 

112 Stat. 2843). 

§ 50132. Acquisition of commercial space trans-
portation services 

(a) TREATMENT OF COMMERCIAL SPACE TRANS-

PORTATION SERVICES AS COMMERCIAL ITEM UNDER 

ACQUISITION LAWS.—Acquisitions of space trans-

portation services by the Federal Government 

shall be carried out in accordance with applica-

ble acquisition laws and regulations (including 

chapters 137 and 140 of title 10). For purposes of 

such law and regulations, space transportation 

services shall be considered to be a commercial 

item. 

(b) SAFETY STANDARDS.—Nothing in this sec-

tion shall be construed to prohibit the Federal 

Government from requiring compliance with ap-

plicable safety standards. 

(Pub. L. 111–314, § 3, Dec. 18, 2010, 124 Stat. 3400.) 

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised 
Section 

Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large) 

50132 .......... 42 U.S.C. 14732. Pub. L. 105–303, title II, § 202, 
Oct. 28, 1998, 112 Stat. 2855. 

§ 50133. Shuttle privatization 

The Administrator shall prepare for an orderly 

transition from the Federal operation, or Fed-

eral management of contracted operation, of 

space transportation systems to the Federal 

purchase of commercial space transportation 

services for all nonemergency space transpor-

tation requirements for transportation to and 

from Earth orbit, including human, cargo, and 

mixed payloads. In those preparations, the Ad-

ministrator shall take into account the need for 

short-term economies, as well as the goal of re-

storing the Administration’s research focus and 

its mandate to promote the fullest possible com-

mercial use of space. As part of those prepara-

tions, the Administrator shall plan for the po-

tential privatization of the space shuttle pro-
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