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the Committee on Commerce, Science, and 

Transportation of the Senate on how the Earth 

science programs of the Administration and the 

National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administra-

tion will be coordinated during the fiscal year 

following the fiscal year in which the report is 

transmitted. 

(c) COORDINATION OF TRANSITION PLANNING AND 

REPORTING.—The Administrator, in conjunction 

with the Administrator of the National Oceanic 

and Atmospheric Administration and in con-

sultation with other relevant agencies, shall 

evaluate relevant Administration science mis-

sions for their potential operational capabilities 

and shall prepare transition plans for the exist-

ing and future Earth observing systems found to 

have potential operational capabilities. 

(d) LIMITATION.—The Administrator shall not 

transfer any Administration Earth science mis-

sion or Earth observing system to the National 

Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration until 

the plan required under subsection (c) has been 

approved by the Administrator and the Adminis-

trator of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric 

Administration and until financial resources 

have been identified to support the transition or 

transfer in the President’s budget request for 

the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Adminis-

tration. 

(Pub. L. 111–314, § 3, Dec. 18, 2010, 124 Stat. 3426.) 

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised 
Section 

Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large) 

60505 .......... 42 U.S.C. 16656. Pub. L. 109–155, title III, 
§ 306, Dec. 30, 2005, 119 
Stat. 2919. 

In subsection (b), the words ‘‘beginning with the first 

fiscal year after the date of enactment of this Act [De-

cember 30, 2005]’’ are omitted as obsolete. 

In subsection (b), the words ‘‘Committee on Science 

and Technology’’ are substituted for ‘‘Committee on 

Science’’ on authority of Rule X(1)(o) of the Rules of 

the House of Representatives, adopted by House Reso-

lution No. 6 (110th Congress, January 5, 2007). 

§ 60506. Sharing of climate related data 

The Administrator shall work to ensure that 

the Administration’s policies on the sharing of 

climate related data respond to the recom-

mendations of the Government Accountability 

Office’s report on climate change research and 

data-sharing policies and to the recommenda-

tions on the processing, distribution, and ar-

chiving of data by the National Academies 

Earth Science Decadal Survey, ‘‘Earth Science 

and Applications from Space’’, and other rel-

evant National Academies reports, to enhance 

and facilitate their availability and widest pos-

sible use to ensure public access to accurate and 

current data on global warming. 

(Pub. L. 111–314, § 3, Dec. 18, 2010, 124 Stat. 3426.) 

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised 
Section 

Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large) 

60506 .......... 42 U.S.C. 17825(c). Pub. L. 110–422, title XI, 
§ 1109(c), Oct. 15, 2008, 122 
Stat. 4811. 

Subtitle VII—Access to Space 

CHAPTER 701—USE OF SPACE SHUTTLE OR 
ALTERNATIVES 

Sec. 

70101. Recovery of fair value of placing Department 

of Defense payloads in orbit with space 

shuttle. 

70102. Space shuttle use policy. 

70103. Commercial payloads on space shuttle. 

§ 70101. Recovery of fair value of placing Depart-
ment of Defense payloads in orbit with space 
shuttle 

Notwithstanding any other provision of law, 

or any interagency agreement, the Adminis-

trator shall charge such prices as are necessary 

to recover the fair value of placing Department 

of Defense payloads into orbit by means of the 

space shuttle. 

(Pub. L. 111–314, § 3, Dec. 18, 2010, 124 Stat. 3427.) 

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised 
Section 

Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large) 

70101 .......... 42 U.S.C. 2464. Pub. L. 97–324, title I, 
§ 106(a), Oct. 15, 1982, 96 
Stat. 1600. 

§ 70102. Space shuttle use policy 

(a) USE POLICY.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.— 

(A) POLICY.—It shall be the policy of the 

United States to use the space shuttle— 
(i) for purposes that require a human 

presence; 
(ii) for purposes that require the unique 

capabilities of the space shuttle; or 
(iii) when other compelling circum-

stances exist. 

(B) DEFINITION OF COMPELLING CIRCUM-

STANCES.—In this paragraph, the term ‘‘com-

pelling circumstances’’ includes, but is not 

limited to, occasions when the Adminis-

trator determines, in consultation with the 

Secretary of Defense and the Secretary of 

State, that important national security or 

foreign policy interests would be served by a 

shuttle launch. 

(2) USING AVAILABLE CARGO SPACE FOR SEC-

ONDARY PAYLOADS.—The policy stated in para-

graph (1) shall not preclude the use of avail-

able cargo space, on a space shuttle mission 

otherwise consistent with the policy described 

in paragraph (1), for the purpose of carrying 

secondary payloads (as defined by the Admin-

istrator) that do not require a human presence 

if such payloads are consistent with the re-

quirements of research, development, dem-

onstration, scientific, commercial, and edu-

cational programs authorized by the Adminis-

trator. 

(b) ANNUAL REPORT.—At least annually, the 

Administrator shall submit to Congress a report 

certifying that the payloads scheduled to be 

launched on the space shuttle for the next 4 

years are consistent with the policy set forth in 

subsection (a)(1). For each payload scheduled to 

be launched from the space shuttle that does not 
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