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to carry out the purposes for which the national 
monument, the conservation area, and the wil-
derness areas are designated under this sub-
chapter. The priority date of such reserved 
rights shall be December 31, 1987. 

(b) Effect on existing valid or vested water rights 

Nothing in this section shall affect any exist-
ing valid or vested water right, or applications 
for water rights which are pending as of Decem-
ber 31, 1987, and which are subsequently granted: 
Provided, That nothing in this subsection shall 
be construed to require the National Park Serv-
ice to allow the drilling of ground water wells 
within the boundaries of the national monu-
ment. 

(c) Construction of section as precedent with re-
gard to future designations 

Nothing in this section shall be construed as 
establishing a precedent with regard to any fu-
ture designations, nor shall it affect the inter-
pretation of any other Act or any designation 
made pursuant thereto. 

(Pub. L. 100–225, title V, § 509, Dec. 31, 1987, 101 
Stat. 1549.) 

§ 460uu–50. Authorization of appropriations 

There is authorized to be appropriated 
$16,500,000 for the purposes of this subchapter, of 
which $10,000,000 shall be available for land ac-
quisition in the national monument; $1 million 
shall be available for development within the 
national monument; $4 million shall be avail-
able for land acquisition within the conserva-
tion area; $1 million shall be available for devel-
opment within the conservation area; and 
$500,000 shall be available for planning and de-
velopment of the Masau Trail. 

(Pub. L. 100–225, title V, § 510, Dec. 31, 1987, 101 
Stat. 1549.) 

SUBCHAPTER CVII—WINDING STAIR MOUN-
TAIN NATIONAL RECREATION AND WIL-
DERNESS AREA 

§ 460vv. Findings and purposes 

(a) Findings 

The Congress finds that— 
(1) select areas of undeveloped National For-

est System lands in the State of Oklahoma 
possess outstanding natural characteristics 
which give them high values as wilderness and 
will, if properly preserved, contribute as an 
enduring resource of wilderness for the benefit 
of the American people; 

(2) the Department of Agriculture’s second 
roadless area review and evaluation (RARE II) 
and other studies of National Forest System 
lands in the State of Oklahoma and the relat-
ed congressional review of such lands have 
identified areas which, on the basis of their 
landform, ecosystem, associated wildlife, and 
location, will help to fulfill the National For-
est System’s share of a quality National Wil-
derness Preservation System; 

(3) the Department of Agriculture’s second 
roadless area review and evaluation, of Na-
tional Forest System lands in the State of 
Oklahoma and the related congressional re-

view of such lands have also identified areas 
which do not possess outstanding wilderness 
attributes or which possess outstanding en-
ergy, mineral, timber, grazing, dispersed 
recreation and other values, and which should 
not be designated as components of the Na-
tional Wilderness Preservation System but 
should be available for nonwilderness multiple 
uses under the land management planning 
process and other applicable laws; 

(4) many areas of the Ouachita National For-
est possess qualities that can only be ex-
pressed and utilized in such a manner that des-
ignation of such areas as a national recreation 
area is appropriate for the maximum potential 
and enjoyment of the area by the American 
people; 

(5) select areas possess unique plant and tree 
species and plant communities that are sig-
nificant in their occurrence, variety and loca-
tion and warrant designation as botanical 
areas; and 

(6) select areas possess unique scenic and 
wildlife qualities that designation of such 
areas as a national scenic area and a national 
scenic and wildlife area is appropriate for the 
preservation of the natural beauty and wildlife 
habitat for the enjoyment of the American 
people. 

(b) Purposes 

The purposes of this subchapter are to— 
(1) designate certain National Forest System 

lands in the State of Oklahoma as components 
of the National Wilderness Preservation Sys-
tem, in order to promote, perpetuate, and pre-
serve the wilderness character of the lands, 
protect watersheds and wildlife habitat, pre-
serve scenic and historic resources, and pro-
mote scientific research, primitive recreation, 
solitude, physical and mental challenge, and 
inspiration for the benefit of all the American 
people, to a greater extent than is possible in 
the absence of wilderness designation; and to 
ensure that certain other National Forest Sys-
tem lands in the State of Oklahoma be avail-
able for nonwilderness multiple uses; and 

(2) designate certain National Forest System 
lands in the State of Oklahoma as a national 
recreation area, 2 botanical areas, a national 
scenic area, and a national scenic and wildlife 
area in order to enhance and further certain 
natural resources characteristics. 

(Pub. L. 100–499, § 2, Oct. 18, 1988, 102 Stat. 2491.) 

SHORT TITLE 

Section 1 of Pub. L. 100–499 provided that: ‘‘This Act 
[enacting this subchapter] may be referred to as the 
‘Winding Stair Mountain National Recreation and Wil-
derness Area Act’.’’ 

§ 460vv–1. Additions to National Wilderness Pres-
ervation System 

In furtherance of the purposes of the Wilder-
ness Act of 1964 (78 Stat. 890, 16 U.S.C. 1131 et 
seq.) the following lands in the State of Okla-
homa are hereby designated as wilderness and, 
therefore, as components of the National Wilder-
ness Preservation System: 

(1) Certain lands in the Ouachita National 
Forest, Oklahoma, which comprise approxi-
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mately 4,583 acres, as generally depicted on a 
map entitled ‘‘Black Fork Mountain Wilder-
ness—Proposed’’, dated March 1988, and which 
shall be known as the Black Fork Mountain 
Wilderness. 

(2) Certain lands in the Ouachita National 
Forest, Oklahoma, which comprise approxi-
mately 9,371 acres, as generally depicted on a 
map entitled ‘‘Upper Kiamichi River Wilder-
ness—Proposed’’, dated March 1988, and which 
shall be known as the Upper Kiamichi River 
Wilderness. 

(Pub. L. 100–499, § 3, Oct. 18, 1988, 102 Stat. 2492.) 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

The Wilderness Act of 1964, referred to in text, prob-
ably means the Wilderness Act, Pub. L. 88–577, Sept. 3, 
1964, 78 Stat. 890, as amended, which is classified gener-
ally to chapter 23 (§ 1131 et seq.) of this title. For com-
plete classification of this Act to the Code, see Short 
Title note set out under section 1131 of this title and 
Tables. 

§ 460vv–2. Maps and descriptions 

As soon as practicable after October 18, 1988, 
the Secretary of Agriculture shall file the maps 
referred to in section 460vv–1 of this title and 
legal descriptions of each wilderness area des-
ignated by section 460vv–1 of this title with the 
Committee on Interior and Insular Affairs and 
the Committee on Agriculture of the United 
States House of Representatives and the Com-
mittee on Agriculture, Nutrition, and Forestry 
of the United States Senate. Each such map and 
legal description shall have the same force and 
effect as if included in this subchapter; except 
that correction of clerical and typographical er-
rors in such legal descriptions and maps may be 
made. Each such map and legal description shall 
be on file and available for public inspection in 
the Office of the Chief of the Forest Service, De-
partment of Agriculture. 

(Pub. L. 100–499, § 4, Oct. 18, 1988, 102 Stat. 2492.) 

CHANGE OF NAME 

Committee on Interior and Insular Affairs of the 
House of Representatives changed to Committee on 
Natural Resources of the House of Representatives on 
Jan. 5, 1993, by House Resolution No. 5, One Hundred 
Third Congress. 

§ 460vv–3. Administration 

Subject to valid existing rights, each wilder-
ness area designated by section 460vv–1 of this 
title shall be administered by the Secretary of 
Agriculture in accordance with the provisions of 
the Wilderness Act of 1964 [16 U.S.C. 1131 et seq.] 
governing areas designated by that Act as wil-
derness areas, except that with respect to any 
area designated in section 460vv–1 of this title, 
any reference in such provisions to the effective 
date of the Wilderness Act of 1964 shall be 
deemed to be a reference to the effective date of 
this subchapter. 

(Pub. L. 100–499, § 5, Oct. 18, 1988, 102 Stat. 2492.) 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

The Wilderness Act of 1964, referred to in text, prob-
ably means the Wilderness Act, Pub. L. 88–577, Sept. 3, 
1964, 78 Stat. 890, as amended, which is classified gener-
ally to chapter 23 (§ 1131 et seq.) of this title. For com-

plete classification of this Act to the Code, see Short 
Title note set out under section 1131 of this title and 
Tables. 

The effective date of the Wilderness Act of 1964, re-
ferred to in text, means Sept. 3, 1964, the date of enact-
ment of Pub. L. 88–577, which enacted chapter 23 of this 
title. 

The effective date of this subchapter, referred to in 
text, means Oct. 18, 1988, the date of enactment of Pub. 
L. 100–499, which enacted this subchapter. 

§ 460vv–4. Wilderness review 

(a) Findings 

The Congress finds that— 
(1) the Department of Agriculture has com-

pleted the second roadless area review and 
evaluation program (RARE II); and 

(2) the Congress has made its own review and 
examination of National Forest System road-
less areas in Oklahoma and of the environ-
mental impacts associated with alternative al-
locations of such areas. 

(b) Congressional determination and direction 

On the basis of such review, the Congress here-
by determines and directs that— 

(1) without passing on the questions of the 
legal and factual sufficiency of the RARE II 
Final Environmental Impact Statement (dated 
January 1979) with respect to National Forest 
System lands in States other than Oklahoma, 
such statement shall not be subject to judicial 
review with respect to National Forest System 
lands in the State of Oklahoma; 

(2) with respect to the National Forest Sys-
tem lands in the State of Oklahoma which 
were reviewed by the Department of Agri-
culture in the second roadless area review and 
evaluation (RARE II) and those lands referred 
to in subsection (d) of this section, that review 
and evaluation or reference shall be deemed 
for the purposes of the initial land manage-
ment plans required for such lands by the For-
est and Rangeland Renewable Resources Plan-
ning Act of 1974 [16 U.S.C. 1600 et seq.], as 
amended by the National Forest Management 
Act of 1976, to be an adequate consideration of 
the suitability of such lands for inclusion in 
the National Wilderness Preservation System 
and the Department of Agriculture shall not 
be required to review the wilderness option 
prior to the revision of the plans, but shall re-
view the wilderness option when the plans are 
revised, which revisions will ordinarily occur 
on a ten-year cycle, or at least every fifteen 
years, unless, prior to such time the Secretary 
of Agriculture finds that conditions in a unit 
have significantly changed; 

(3) areas in the State of Oklahoma reviewed 
in such final environmental statement or ref-
erenced in subsection (d) of this section and 
not designated wilderness upon enactment of 
this subchapter shall be managed for multiple 
use in accordance with land management 
plans pursuant to section 6 of the Forest and 
Rangeland Renewable Resources Planning Act 
of 1974 [16 U.S.C. 1604], as amended by the Na-
tional Forest Management Act of 1976, except 
that such areas need not be managed for the 
purpose of protecting their suitability for wil-
derness designation prior to or during revision 
of the initial land management plans; 
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(4) in the event that revised land manage-
ment plans in the State of Oklahoma are im-
plemented pursuant to section 6 of the Forest 
and Rangeland Renewable Resources Planning 
Act of 1974 [16 U.S.C. 1604], as amended by the 
National Forest Management Act of 1976, and 
other applicable law, areas not recommended 
for wilderness designation need not be man-
aged for the purpose of protecting their suit-
ability for wilderness designation prior to or 
during revision of such plans, and areas rec-
ommended for wilderness designation shall be 
managed for the purpose of protecting their 
suitability for wilderness designation as may 
be required by the Forest and Rangeland Re-
newable Resources Planning Act of 1974 [16 
U.S.C. 1600 et seq.], as amended by the Na-
tional Forest Management Act of 1976, and 
other applicable law; and 

(5) unless expressly authorized by Congress, 
the Department of Agriculture shall not con-
duct any further statewide roadless area re-
view and evaluation of the National Forest 
System lands in the State of Oklahoma for the 
purpose of determining their suitability for in-
clusion in the National Wilderness Preserva-
tion System. 

(c) Use of term 

As used in this section, and as provided in sec-
tion 6 of the Forest and Rangeland Renewable 
Resources Planning Act of 1974 [16 U.S.C. 1604], 
as amended by the National Forest Management 
Act of 1976, the term ‘‘revision’’ shall not in-
clude an ‘‘amendment’’ to a plan. 

(d) Application of provisions 

The provisions of this section shall also apply 
to: 

(1) those National Forest System roadless 
lands in the State of Oklahoma in the 
Ouachita National Forest which were evalu-
ated in the Rich Mountain and Beech Creek 
unit plans; and 

(2) National Forest System roadless lands in 
the State of Oklahoma which are less than 
five thousand acres in size. 

(Pub. L. 100–499, § 6, Oct. 18, 1988, 102 Stat. 2493.) 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

The Forest and Rangeland Renewable Resources 
Planning Act of 1974, referred to in subsec. (b)(2), (4), is 
Pub. L. 93–378, Aug. 17, 1974, 88 Stat. 476, as amended, 
which is classified generally to subchapter I (§ 1600 et 
seq.) of chapter 36 of this title. For complete classifica-
tion of this Act to the Code, see Short Title note set 
out under section 1600 of this title and Tables. 

The National Forest Management Act of 1976, re-
ferred to in subsecs. (b)(2)–(4) and (c), is Pub. L. 94–588, 
Oct. 22, 1976, 90 Stat. 2949, as amended, which enacted 
sections 472a, 521b, 1600, and 1611 to 1614 of this title, 
amended sections 500, 515, 516, 518, 576b, and 1601 to 1610 
of this title, repealed sections 476, 513, and 514 of this 
title, and enacted provisions set out as notes under sec-
tions 476, 513, 528, 594–2, and 1600 of this title. For com-
plete classification of this Act to the Code, see Short 
Title of 1976 Amendment note set out under section 1600 
of this title and Tables. 

§ 460vv–5. Adjacent management 

Congress does not intend that designation of 
wilderness areas in the State of Oklahoma lead 
to the creation of protective perimeters or buff-

er zones around each wilderness area. The fact 
that nonwilderness activities or uses can be seen 
or heard from areas within the wilderness shall 
not, of itself, preclude such activities or uses up 
to the boundary of the wilderness area. 

(Pub. L. 100–499, § 7, Oct. 18, 1988, 102 Stat. 2494.) 

§ 460vv–6. Winding Stair Mountain National 
Recreation Area 

(a) Establishment 

In order to ensure the conservation and pro-
tection of certain natural, scenic, historic, pas-
toral, and fish and wildlife values and to provide 
for the enhancement of the recreational values 
associated therewith, there is hereby established 
the Winding Stair Mountain National Recre-
ation Area located in the Ouachita National 
Forest, Oklahoma. 

(b) Area included 

The Winding Stair Mountain National Recre-
ation Area (hereafter in this subchapter referred 
to as the ‘‘recreation area’’) shall comprise ap-
proximately 26,445 acres as generally depicted on 
the map entitled ‘‘Winding Stair Mountain Na-
tional Recreation Area—Proposed’’, dated 
March 1988, which shall be on file and available 
for public inspection in the Office of the Chief, 
Forest Service, Department of Agriculture. 

(c) Maps and description 

The Secretary of Agriculture (hereinafter in 
this section referred to as the ‘‘Secretary’’) 
shall, as soon as practicable after October 18, 
1988, file a map and a legal description of the 
recreation area with the Committee on Interior 
and Insular Affairs and the Committee on Agri-
culture of the United States House of Represent-
atives and the Committee on Agriculture, Nutri-
tion, and Forestry of the United States Senate 
and each such map and legal description shall 
have the same force and effect as if included in 
this subchapter; except that correction of cleri-
cal and typographical errors in such legal de-
scription and map may be made. The map and 
legal description shall be on file and available 
for public inspection in the Office of the Chief of 
the Forest Service, Department of Agriculture. 

(d) Administration 

The Secretary shall administer the recreation 
area in accordance with the laws, rules and reg-
ulations applicable to the national forests in 
such manner as will best further the purposes of 
this section, as set forth in subsection (a) of this 
section. Management and utilization of natural 
resources within the recreation area shall be 
permitted to the extent such management and 
utilization is compatible with and does not im-
pair the purposes for which the recreation area 
is established. 

(e) Timber management 

Any sales of timber from within the recreation 
area shall be designed so as to not detract from 
the scenic values of the recreation area. Man-
agement practices that would detract from the 
scenic quality and natural beauty within view 
from the Talimena Drive or the Holson Valley 
Road shall not be conducted in the recreation 
area. Unevenaged timber management shall be 
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the timber management practice in the recre-
ation area, except that the Secretary may use 
evenaged management practices in order to pro-
mote public safety, mitigate the effects of fire, 
insects, and disease, or allow scenic vistas and 
recreational development or if such practices re-
sult in irregular cuts behind geographic barriers 
blocking the view from the Talimena Drive and 
the Holson Valley Road. 

(Pub. L. 100–499, § 8, Oct. 18, 1988, 102 Stat. 2494.) 

CHANGE OF NAME 

Committee on Interior and Insular Affairs of the 
House of Representatives changed to Committee on 
Natural Resources of the House of Representatives on 
Jan. 5, 1993, by House Resolution No. 5, One Hundred 
Third Congress. 

§ 460vv–7. Botanical areas 

(a) Designation 

In order to protect and interpret to the public 
area within the Ouachita National Forest which 
contain unique plant species and unique plant 
communities that are significant in their occur-
rence, variety and location, the following lands 
are hereby designated as botanical areas: 

(1) Certain lands in the Ouachita National 
Forest, Oklahoma, which comprise approxi-
mately eight thousand and twenty-six acres as 
generally depicted on a map entitled ‘‘Robert 
S. Kerr Memorial Arboretum, Nature Center 
and Botanical Area—Proposed’’, dated March 
1988, which shall be known as the ‘‘Robert S. 
Kerr Memorial Arboretum, Nature Center and 
Botanical Area’’. 

(2) Certain lands in the Ouachita National 
Forest, Oklahoma, which comprise approxi-
mately four hundred acres as generally de-
picted on a map entitled ‘‘Beech Creek Botani-
cal Area—Proposed’’, dated March 1988, which 
shall be known as the ‘‘Beech Creek Botanical 
Area’’. 

(b) Map and description 

The Secretary of Agriculture shall, as soon as 
practicable after October 18, 1988, file a map and 
a legal description of the botanical areas with 
the Committee on Interior and Insular Affairs 
and the Committee on Agriculture of the United 
States House of Representatives and the Com-
mittee on Agriculture, Nutrition, and Forestry 
of the United States Senate. Each such map and 
legal description shall have the same force and 
effect as if included in this subchapter; except 
that correction of clerical and typographical er-
rors in such legal description and map may be 
made. The map and legal description shall be on 
file and available for public inspection in the Of-
fice of the Chief of the Forest Service, Depart-
ment of Agriculture. 

(c) Administration 

The Secretary shall administer the botanical 
areas in accordance with the laws, rules and reg-
ulations applicable to the national forests in 
such manner as will best further the purposes of 
this section, as set forth in subsection (a) of this 
section. Except as provided in section 460vv–14 of 
this title, vegetative manipulation, including 
the cutting of trees, shall be permitted in such 
areas only when necessary for the protection 

and interpretation of the unique plant species 
and unique plant communities within the area. 
The Secretary may permit expansion of roads, 
improvements, and other facilities in the vicin-
ity of the Robert S. Kerr Nature Center. 

(Pub. L. 100–499, § 9, Oct. 18, 1988, 102 Stat. 2495.) 

CHANGE OF NAME 

Committee on Interior and Insular Affairs of the 
House of Representatives changed to Committee on 
Natural Resources of the House of Representatives on 
Jan. 5, 1993, by House Resolution No. 5, One Hundred 
Third Congress. 

§ 460vv–8. Indian Nations National Scenic and 
Wildlife Area 

(a) Designation 

In order to protect and enhance certain scen-
ery and wildlife within the Ouachita National 
Forest, Oklahoma, certain lands within such na-
tional forest, as generally depicted on a map en-
titled ‘‘Indian Nations National Scenic and 
Wildlife Area—Proposed’’, dated March 1988, are 
hereby designated as the ‘‘Indian Nations Na-
tional Scenic and Wildlife Area’’ (hereinafter in 
this subchapter referred to as the ‘‘national sce-
nic and wildlife area’’). 

(b) Map and description 

The Secretary of Agriculture (hereinafter in 
this section referred to as the ‘‘Secretary’’) 
shall, as soon as practicable after October 18, 
1988, file a map and a legal description of the na-
tional scenic and wildlife area with the Commit-
tee on Interior and Insular Affairs and the Com-
mittee on Agriculture of the United States 
House of Representatives and the Committee on 
Agriculture, Nutrition, and Forestry of the 
United States Senate. Each such map and legal 
description shall have the same force and effect 
as if included in this subchapter; except that 
correction of clerical and typographical errors 
in such legal description and map may be made. 
The map and legal description shall be on file 
and available for public inspection in the Office 
of the Chief of the Forest Service, Department 
of Agriculture. 

(c) Administration 

The Secretary shall administer the national 
scenic and wildlife area in accordance with the 
laws, rules and regulations applicable to the na-
tional forests in such manner as will best fur-
ther the purposes of this section, as set forth in 
subsection (a) of this section. Management prac-
tices within the national scenic and wildlife 
area that would detract from the scenic quality 
and natural beauty of the Talimena Drive and 
Holson Valley Road viewsheds shall be prohib-
ited. Timber management practices within the 
national scenic and wildlife area shall promote a 
mixed hardwood and conifer forest with species 
and age class diversity approximating natural 
succession and with significant mast production 
and den trees for wildlife. Unevenaged timber 
management shall be the timber management 
practice in the national scenic and wildlife area, 
except that the Secretary may use evenaged 
management practices in order to promote pub-
lic safety, mitigate the effects of fire, insects, 
and disease, or if such practices result in irregu-
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lar cuts behind geographic barriers blocking the 
view from the Talimena Drive and the Holson 
Valley Road. 

(Pub. L. 100–499, § 10, Oct. 18, 1988, 102 Stat. 2496.) 

CHANGE OF NAME 

Committee on Interior and Insular Affairs of the 
House of Representatives changed to Committee on 
Natural Resources of the House of Representatives on 
Jan. 5, 1993, by House Resolution No. 5, One Hundred 
Third Congress. 

§ 460vv–9. Beech Creek National Scenic Area 

(a) Designation 

In order to protect and enhance certain scen-
ery and wildlife within the Ouachita National 
Forest, Oklahoma, certain lands within such na-
tional forest, as generally depicted on a map en-
titled ‘‘Beech Creek National Scenic Area—Pro-
posed’’, dated March 1988, are hereby designated 
as the ‘‘Beech Creek National Scenic Area’’ 
(hereinafter in this subchapter referred to as the 
‘‘national scenic area’’). 

(b) Map and description 

The Secretary of Agriculture (hereinafter in 
this section referred to as the ‘‘Secretary’’) 
shall, as soon as practicable after October 18, 
1988, file a map and a legal description of the na-
tional scenic area with the Committee on Inte-
rior and Insular Affairs and the Committee on 
Agriculture of the United States House of Rep-
resentatives and the Committee on Agriculture, 
Nutrition, and Forestry of the United States 
Senate. Each such map and legal description 
shall have the same force and effect as if in-
cluded in this subchapter; except that correction 
of clerical and typographical errors in such legal 
description and map may be made. The map and 
legal description shall be on file and available 
for public inspection in the Office of the Chief of 
the Forest Service, Department of Agriculture. 

(c) Administration 

The Secretary shall administer the national 
scenic area in accordance with the laws, rules, 
and regulations applicable to the national for-
ests in such manner as will best further the pur-
poses of this section, as set forth in subsection 
(a) of this section. Timber management prac-
tices within the area shall promote a mixed 
hardwood and conifer forest with species and age 
class diversity approximating natural succes-
sion and with significant mast production and 
den trees for wildlife. Unevenaged management 
shall be the timber management practice in the 
area, except that the Secretary is authorized to 
use evenaged management practices in order to 
promote public safety or to mitigate the effects 
of fire, insects, and disease. 

(Pub. L. 100–499, § 11, Oct. 18, 1988, 102 Stat. 2496.) 

CHANGE OF NAME 

Committee on Interior and Insular Affairs of the 
House of Representatives changed to Committee on 
Natural Resources of the House of Representatives on 
Jan. 5, 1993, by House Resolution No. 5, One Hundred 
Third Congress. 

§ 460vv–10. Nomenclature 

The wilderness areas, the national recreation 
area, the national scenic and wildlife area, the 

national scenic area, and the botanical areas 
designated in this subchapter shall be referred 
to as the ‘‘Winding Stair Mountain National 
Recreation and Wilderness Area’’. 

(Pub. L. 100–499, § 12, Oct. 18, 1988, 102 Stat. 2497.) 

§ 460vv–11. Timber management report 

The Secretary of Agriculture shall submit to 
the Committee on Natural Resources and the 
Committee on Agriculture of the United States 
House of Representatives and the Committee on 
Energy and Natural Resources and the Commit-
tee on Agriculture, Nutrition, and Forestry of 
the United States Senate a report on the timber 
management program on those lands of the 
Ouachita National Forest located in Le Flore 
County, Oklahoma, each year after October 18, 
1988, for a period of 20 years. Each such report 
shall include information on timber manage-
ment practices, sale preparation, harvest levels, 
reforestation, forest pest and damage problems, 
multiple use mitigation practices, including 
wildlife enhancement, recreation, protection of 
scenery, vegetation conversion, roads, and vege-
tative cover along streams, roads and trails. The 
report shall also include an economic impact 
statement of the Ouachita National Forest in Le 
Flore County, Oklahoma, on the timber industry 
and the tourism and recreation industry. 

(Pub. L. 100–499, § 13, Oct. 18, 1988, 102 Stat. 2497; 
Pub. L. 103–437, § 6(d)(20), Nov. 2, 1994, 108 Stat. 
4584.) 

AMENDMENTS 

1994—Pub. L. 103–437 substituted ‘‘Natural Resources’’ 
for ‘‘Interior and Insular Affairs’’ after ‘‘Committee 
on’’. 

§ 460vv–12. Advisory committee 

Pursuant to the Federal Advisory Committee 
Act (Public Law 92–463), no later than 90 days 
after October 18, 1988, the Secretary is directed 
to establish an advisory committee for Ouachita 
National Forest lands in Le Flore County, Okla-
homa. The Committee’s purpose shall be advi-
sory in nature and the Committee shall provide 
information and recommendations to the Sec-
retary regarding the operation of the Ouachita 
National Forest in Le Flore County. The Com-
mittee shall be composed of representatives 
from the local area in which the Ouachita Na-
tional Forest is located equally divided among 
conservation, timber, fish and wildlife, tourism 
and recreation, and economic development in-
terests. 

(Pub. L. 100–499, § 14, Oct. 18, 1988, 102 Stat. 2497.) 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

The Federal Advisory Committee Act, referred to in 
text, is Pub. L. 92–463, Oct. 6, 1972, 86 Stat. 770, as 
amended, which is set out in the Appendix to Title 5, 
Government Organization and Employees. 

TERMINATION OF ADVISORY COMMITTEES 

Advisory committees established after Jan. 5, 1973, to 
terminate not later than the expiration of the 2-year 
period beginning on the date of their establishment, 
unless, in the case of a committee established by the 
President or an officer of the Federal Government, such 
committee is renewed by appropriate action prior to 
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the expiration of such 2-year period, or in the case of 
a committee established by the Congress, its duration 
is otherwise provided for by law. See section 14 of Pub. 
L. 92–463, Oct. 6, 1972, 86 Stat. 776, set out in the Appen-
dix to Title 5, Government Organization and Employ-
ees. 

§ 460vv–13. Planning 

(a) Forest management plan 

The Secretary shall amend the Ouachita Na-
tional Forest land and resource management 
plan to include provisions regarding the wilder-
ness areas, the botanical areas, the national 
recreation area, the national scenic and wildlife 
area, and the national scenic area designated by 
this subchapter. The amendment shall further 
the purposes for these areas as specified in this 
subchapter and shall be developed in accordance 
with the provisions of the National Forest Man-
agement Act, including provisions for public in-
volvement. The Secretary shall consult with the 
local advisory committee established under sec-
tion 460vv–12 of this title regarding the develop-
ment and implementation of the amendment re-
quired under this subsection. 

(b) Tourism and recreation 

The plan shall include a section with provi-
sions to promote tourism and recreation in ways 
consistent with the purposes for which the wil-
derness areas, the botanical areas, the national 
recreation area, the national scenic and wildlife 
area and the national scenic area are des-
ignated. 

(c) Local advisory group 

No later than 90 days after October 18, 1988, 
the Secretary shall designate a special advisory 
group from the local area in which the Ouachita 
National Forest is located to assist in the prepa-
ration of the tourism and recreation section of 
the amendment as required under subsection (b) 
of this section. The Secretary shall request the 
group to submit to the Secretary, within 12 
months after its designation as an advisory 
group, a draft for such section. No later than 90 
days after receiving such draft, the Secretary 
shall make any revisions and provide them to 
the group for review. The Secretary shall allow 
at least 60 days for the group to submit to the 
Secretary its comments on the revisions. The 
Secretary shall attempt to resolve any dif-
ferences prior to his approval or disapproval of 
the amendment to the forest plan. 

(d) Authorization of appropriations 

There are hereby authorized to be appro-
priated not to exceed $15,000,000 for tourism and 
recreation improvements related to the Winding 
Stair Mountain National Recreation and Wilder-
ness Area in Ouachita National Forest in Le 
Flore County, Oklahoma. 

(e) Implementation 

The Secretary is authorized and encouraged to 
seek local nonprofit entities and the private sec-
tor for development of tourism and recreation 
initiatives in implementing the tourism and 
recreation section of the plan. 

(Pub. L. 100–499, § 15, Oct. 18, 1988, 102 Stat. 2498.) 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

The National Forest Management Act, referred to in 
subsec. (a), probably means the National Forest Man-

agement Act of 1976, Pub. L. 94–588, Oct. 22, 1976, 90 
Stat. 2949, as amended, which enacted sections 472a, 
521b, 1600, and 1611 to 1614 of this title, amended sec-
tions 500, 515, 516, 518, 576b, and 1601 to 1610 of this title, 
repealed sections 476, 513, and 514 of this title, and en-
acted provisions set out as notes under sections 476, 513, 
528, 594–2, and 1600 of this title. For complete classifica-
tion of this Act to the Code, see Short Title of 1976 
Amendment note set out under section 1600 of this title 
and Tables. 

TERMINATION OF ADVISORY GROUPS 

Advisory groups established after Jan. 5, 1973, to ter-
minate not later than the expiration of the 2-year pe-
riod beginning on the date of their establishment, un-
less, in the case of a group established by the President 
or an officer of the Federal Government, such group is 
renewed by appropriate action prior to the expiration 
of such 2-year period, or in the case of a group estab-
lished by the Congress, its duration is otherwise pro-
vided for by law. See sections 3(2) and 14 of Pub. L. 
92–463, Oct. 6, 1972, 86 Stat. 770, 776, set out in the Ap-
pendix to Title 5, Government Organization and Em-
ployees. 

§ 460vv–14. Fire, insect, and disease 

Nothing in this subchapter shall preclude the 
Secretary of Agriculture from carrying out such 
measures in the recreation area, the national 
scenic and wildlife area, the national scenic 
area, or in the botanical areas established by 
this subchapter as the Secretary, in his discre-
tion, deems necessary in the event of fire, or in-
festation of insects or disease or for public 
health and safety. As provided in section 
1133(d)(1) of this title, the Secretary may take 
such measures as may be necessary to control 
fire, insects, and diseases within the wilderness 
areas designated by this subchapter. 

(Pub. L. 100–499, § 16, Oct. 18, 1988, 102 Stat. 2498.) 

§ 460vv–15. Grazing 

Subject to such limitations, conditions, or 
regulations as he may prescribe, the Secretary 
of Agriculture shall permit grazing on lands 
within the Ouachita National Forest, Le Flore 
County, Oklahoma. 

(Pub. L. 100–499, § 17, Oct. 18, 1988, 102 Stat. 2499.) 

§ 460vv–16. Fishing and wildlife 

Nothing in this subchapter shall be construed 
as affecting the jurisdiction or responsibilities 
of the State with respect to wildlife and fish in 
the areas designated by this subchapter. 

(Pub. L. 100–499, § 18, Oct. 18, 1988, 102 Stat. 2499.) 

§ 460vv–17. Permits 

The Secretary shall cooperate with other Fed-
eral agencies, with State and local public agen-
cies and bodies, and with private individuals and 
organizations in the issuance of permits for fa-
cilities, services, and recreational facilities in 
the Winding Stair Mountain National Recre-
ation and Wilderness Area. In issuing such per-
mits, the Secretary is authorized and encour-
aged to consider local nonprofit entities and the 
private sector. 

(Pub. L. 100–499, § 19, Oct. 18, 1988, 102 Stat. 2499.) 
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1 So in original. Should be ‘‘referred’’. 

§ 460vv–18. Land acquisition 

(a) Authority 

The Secretary of Agriculture is authorized to 
acquire by donation, purchase with donated or 
appropriated funds, or exchange, any lands or 
interests therein, which the Secretary deter-
mines are needed to establish and manage the 
Winding Stair Mountain National Recreation 
and Wilderness Area. 

(b) Offers 

In exercising the authority conferred by this 
section to acquire lands, the Secretary of Agri-
culture shall give prompt and careful consider-
ation to any offer made by an individual owning 
any land, or interest in land, within the Winding 
Stair Mountain National Recreation and Wilder-
ness Area. In considering any such offer, the 
Secretary shall take into consideration any 
hardship to the owner which might result from 
any undue delay in acquiring the property. 

(c) Additional facilities 

The Secretary of Agriculture may acquire 
sites at locations outside such boundaries of the 
Winding Stair Mountain National Recreation 
and Wilderness Area, as he determines nec-
essary, for visitor orientation and the establish-
ment of a lodge and additional facilities to en-
hance the quality of the area. 

(d) Additional lands 

Notwithstanding the limitations contained in 
section 460l–9(a)(1) of this title, the Secretary of 
Agriculture may acquire by purchase, exchange, 
donation or otherwise any right, title, and inter-
est in lands in Le Flore County, Oklahoma, 
which are outside the boundaries of the 
Ouachita National Forest. No such right, title or 
interest may be acquired without the consent of 
the owner thereof. All lands and interests there-
in acquired under this subsection shall be ad-
ministered by the Secretary of Agriculture in 
accordance with the Act of March 1, 1911, com-
monly referred to as the Weeks Act (36 Stat. 961) 
and in accordance with the laws, rules, and regu-
lations generally applicable to units of the na-
tional forest system. The Secretary of Agri-
culture shall extend the boundaries of the 
Ouachita National Forest to include such lands. 

(Pub. L. 100–499, § 20, Oct. 18, 1988, 102 Stat. 2499.) 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

Act of March 1, 1911, commonly referred to as the 
Weeks Law, referred to in subsec. (d), is act Mar. 1, 
1911, ch. 186, 36 Stat. 961, as amended, which is classified 
to sections 480, 500, 513 to 519, 521, 552, and 563 of this 
title. For complete classification of this Act to the 
Code, see Short Title note set out under section 552 of 
this title and Tables. 

§ 460vv–19. Acreages 

The acreage specified in this subchapter is ap-
proximate and in the event of discrepancies be-
tween cited acreage and the lands depicted on 
reference maps, the maps shall control. 

(Pub. L. 100–499, § 21, Oct. 18, 1988, 102 Stat. 2500.) 

SUBCHAPTER CVIII—GAULEY RIVER 
NATIONAL RECREATION AREA 

§ 460ww. Establishment 

(a) In general 

In order to protect and preserve the scenic, 
recreational, geological, and fish and wildlife re-
sources of the Gauley River and its tributary, 
the Meadow River, there is hereby established 
the Gauley River National Recreation Area 
(hereinafter in this Act referrred 1 to as the 
‘‘recreation area’’). 

(b) Area included 

The recreation area shall consist of the land, 
waters, and interests therein generally depicted 
on the boundary map entitled ‘‘Gauley River Na-
tional Recreation Area’’, numbered NRA–GR/ 
20,000A and dated July 1987 and on the boundary 
map depicting the Meadow River, numbered 
WSR–MEA/20,000A and dated July 1988. The map 
shall be on file and available for public inspec-
tion in the offices of the National Park Service, 
Department of the Interior. 

(c) Boundary modifications 

Within five years after October 26, 1988, the 
Secretary of the Interior (hereinafter in this 
subchapter referred to as the ‘‘Secretary’’) shall 
submit to the Committee on Natural Resources 
of the United States House of Representatives 
and to the Committee on Energy and Natural 
Resources of the United States Senate a report 
containing any boundary modifications which 
the Secretary recommends, together with the 
reasons therefor. 

(Pub. L. 100–534, title II, § 201, Oct. 26, 1988, 102 
Stat. 2702; Pub. L. 103–437, § 6(d)(21), Nov. 2, 1994, 
108 Stat. 4584.) 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

This Act, referred to in subsec. (a), is Pub. L. 100–534, 
Oct. 26, 1988, 102 Stat. 2699, known as the West Virginia 
National Interest River Conservation Act of 1987, which 
enacted this subchapter and sections 460m–26 to 
460m–29 of this title, amended sections 460m–15 and 1274 
of this title, and enacted provisions set out as notes 
under sections 460m–15 and 1274 of this title. For com-
plete classification of this Act to the Code, see Short 
Title of 1988 Amendment note set out under section 
460m–15 of this title and Tables. 

AMENDMENTS 

1994—Subsec. (c). Pub. L. 103–437 substituted ‘‘Natural 
Resources’’ for ‘‘Interior and Insular Affairs’’ after 
‘‘Committee on’’. 

§ 460ww–1. Administration 

(a) In general 

The recreation area shall be administered by 
the Secretary in accordance with this Act and 
with the provisions of law generally applicable 
to units of the National Park System, including 
sections 1, 2, 3, and 4 of this title. 

(b) Hunting and fishing; fish stocking 

The Secretary shall permit hunting, trapping 
and fishing on lands and waters within the 
recreation area in accordance with applicable 
Federal and State laws. The Secretary may, 
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