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§ 460m-25. Authorization of appropriations

There are hereby authorized to be appro-
priated such sums as may be necessary for the
purposes of this subchapter, but not to exceed
$20,000,000 for the acquisition of lands and inter-
ests in lands, and not to exceed $3,000,000 for de-
velopment.

(Pub. L. 95625, title XI, §1112, Nov. 10, 1978, 92
Stat. 3548; Pub. L. 99-500, §101(h) [title I, §116(b)],
Oct. 18, 1986, 100 Stat. 1783-242, 1783-266, and Pub.
L. 99-591, §101(h) [title I, §116(b)], Oct. 30, 1986,
100 Stat. 3341-242, 3341-266; Pub. L. 99-590, title X,
§1002, Oct. 30, 1986, 100 Stat. 3340.)

CODIFICATION
Pub. L. 99-591 is a corrected version of Pub. L. 99-500.

AMENDMENTS

1986—Pub. L. 99-500, Pub. L. 99-590, Pub. L. 99-591,
amended section identically substituting ‘‘$3,000,000”
for *“$500,000°.

§460m-26. Cooperative agreements with State

In administering the national river, the Sec-
retary is authorized to enter into cooperative
agreements with the State of West Virginia, or
any political subdivision thereof, for the render-
ing, on a reimbursable or non-reimbursable
basis, of rescue, fire fighting, and law enforce-
ment services and cooperative assistance by
nearby law enforcement and fire preventive
agencies.

(Pub. L. 95-625, title XI, §1113, as added Pub. L.
100-534, title I, §102, Oct. 26, 1988, 102 Stat. 2700.)

§460m-27. Improvement of access at Cunard

(a) Development and improvement

The Secretary shall expeditiously acquire such
lands, and undertake such developments and im-
provements, as may be necessary to provide for
commercial and noncommercial access to the
river near Cunard. No restriction shall be im-
posed on such access based on the time of day,
except to the extent required to protect public
health and safety.

(b) Interim measures

Pending completion of the developments and
improvements referred to in subsection (a) of
this section, the Secretary shall permit the mo-
torized towing of whitewater rafts in the section
of the national river between Thurmond and
Cunard when the volume of flow in the river is
less than three thousand cubic feet per second.

(Pub. L. 95-625, title XI, §1114, as added Pub. L.
100-534, title I, §103, Oct. 26, 1988, 102 Stat. 2700.)

§460m-28. Flow management
(a) Findings

The Congress finds that adjustments of flows
from Bluestone Lake project during periods of
low flow are necessary to respond to the con-
gressional mandate contained in section 460m-23
of this title and that such adjustments could en-
hance the quality of the recreational experience
in the segments of the river below the lake dur-
ing those periods as well as protect the biologi-
cal resources of the river.
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(b) Report to Congress required

The Secretary of the Army, in conjunction
with the Secretary of the Interior, shall conduct
a study and prepare a report under this section.
The report shall be submitted to the Committee
on Energy and Natural Resources of the United
States Senate and the Committee on Interior
and Insular Affairs of the United States House of
Representatives not later than December 31,
1989. Before submission of the report to these
Committees, a draft of the report shall be made
available for public comment. The final report
shall include the comments submitted by the
Secretary of the Interior and the public, to-
gether with the response of the Secretary of the
Army to those comments.

(c) Contents of study

The study under this section shall examine the
feasibility of adjusting the timing of daily re-
leases from Bluestone Lake project during peri-
ods when flows from the lake are less than three
thousand cubic feet per second. The purpose of
such adjustment shall be to improve recreation
(including, but not limited to, fishing and white-
water recreation) in the New River Gorge Na-
tional River. Any such adjustments in the tim-
ing of flows which are proposed in such report
shall be consistent with other project purposes
and shall not have significant adverse effects on
fishing or on any other form of recreation in
Bluestone Lake or in any segment of the river
below Bluestone Liake. The study shall assess
the effects of such flow adjustments on the qual-
ity of recreation on the river in the segments of
the river between Hinton and Thurmond and be-
tween Thurmond and the downstream boundary
of the New River Gorge National River, taking
into account the levels of recreational visitation
in each of such segments.

(d) Test procedures

As part of the study under this section, the
Secretary of the Army shall conduct test re-
leases from Bluestone Lake project during twen-
ty-four-hour periods during the summer of 1989
when flows are less than three thousand cubic
feet per second from the project. All such ad-
justments shall conform to the criteria specified
in subsection (c) of this section. The tests shall
provide adjustments in the timing of daily flows
from Bluestone Lake project which permit flows
higher than the twenty-four-hour average to
reach downstream recreational segments of the
river during morning and afternoon hours. The
tests shall develop specific data on the effects of
flow adjustments on the speed of the current and
on water surface levels in those segments. No
test shall be conducted when flows from the lake
are less than one thousand seven hundred cubic
feet per second and no test shall reduce flows
below that level.

(Pub. L. 95-625, title XI, §1115, as added Pub. L.
100-534, title I, §104, Oct. 26, 1988, 102 Stat. 2701.)

CHANGE OF NAME

Committee on Interior and Insular Affairs of the
House of Representatives changed to Committee on
Natural Resources of the House of Representatives on
Jan. 5, 1993, by House Resolution No. 5, One Hundred
Third Congress.
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