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AMENDMENTS

1994—Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 103-437 substituted ‘‘Natural
Resources” for ‘“Interior and Insular Affairs’ after
“Committee on”’.

§468. National Trust for Historic Preservation in
the United States; creation; purpose

In order to further the policy enunciated in
sections 461 to 467 of this title, and to facilitate
public participation in the preservation of sites,
buildings, and objects of national significance or
interest, there is created a charitable, edu-
cational, and nonprofit corporation, to be
known as the National Trust for Historic Preser-
vation in the United States, hereafter referred
to as the ‘“National Trust’. The purposes of the
National Trust shall be to receive donations of
sites, buildings, and objects significant in Amer-
ican history and culture, to preserve and admin-
ister them for public benefit, to accept, hold,
and administer gifts of money, securities, or
other property of whatsoever character for the
purpose of carrying out the preservation pro-
gram, and to execute such other functions as are
vested in it by sections 468 to 468d of this title.

(Oct. 26, 1949, ch. 755, §1, 63 Stat. 927.)
RESERVATION OF RIGHTS

Section 7 of act Oct. 26, 1949, provided that: ‘“The
right to repeal, alter or amend this Act [sections 468 to
468d of this title] at any time is hereby expressly re-
served, but no contract or individual right made or ac-
quired shall thereby be divested or impaired.”

§468a. Principal office of National Trust Com-
mission

The National Trust shall have its principal of-
fice in the District of Columbia and shall be
deemed, for purposes of venue in civil actions, to
be an inhabitant and resident thereof. The Na-
tional Trust may establish offices in such other
place or places as it may deem necessary or ap-
propriate in the conduct of its business.

(Oct. 26, 1949, ch. 755, §2, 63 Stat. 927.)

§468b. Administration of National Trust; com-
position of board of trustees; terms of office;
compensation; expenses

The affairs of the National Trust shall be
under the general direction of a board of trust-
ees composed as follows: The Attorney General
of the United States; the Secretary of the Inte-
rior; and the Director of the National Gallery of
Art, ex officio; and not less than six general
trustees who shall be citizens of the United
States, to be chosen as hereinafter provided. The
Attorney General, and the Secretary of the Inte-
rior, when it appears desirable in the interest of
the conduct of the business of the board and to
such extent as they deem it advisable, may, by
written notice to the National Trust, designate
any officer of their respective departments to
act for them in the discharge of their duties as
a member of the board of trustees. The number
of general trustees shall be fixed by the Board of
Trustees of the National Trust and shall be cho-
sen by the members of the National Trust from
its members at any regular meeting of said Na-
tional Trust. The respective terms of office of
the general trustees shall be as prescribed by
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said board of trustees but in no case shall exceed
a period of five years from the date of election.
A successor to a general trustee shall be chosen
in the same manner and shall have a term expir-
ing five years from the date of the expiration of
the term for which his predecessor was chosen,
except that a successor chosen to fill a vacancy
occurring prior to the expiration of such term
shall be chosen only for the remainder of that
term. The chairman of the board of trustees
shall be elected by a majority vote of the mem-
bers of the board. No compensation shall be paid
to the members of the board of trustees for their
services as such members, but they shall be re-
imbursed for travel and actual expenses nec-
essarily incurred by them in attending board
meetings and performing other official duties on
behalf of the National Trust at the direction of
the board.

(Oct. 26, 1949, ch. 755, §3, 63 Stat. 928; July 28,
1953, ch. 255, 67 Stat. 228.)

AMENDMENTS

1953—Act July 28, 1953, provided that the general
trustees be elected by members of the trust rather than
by the National Council for Historic Sites and Build-
ings.

§468c. Powers and duties of National Trust

To the extent necessary to enable it to carry
out the functions vested in it by sections 468 to
468d of this title, the National Trust shall have
the following general powers:

(a) To have succession until dissolved by Act
of Congress, in which event title to the prop-
erties of the National Trust, both real and per-
sonal, shall, insofar as consistent with existing
contractual obligations and subject to all other
legally enforceable claims or demands by or
against the National Trust, pass to and become
vested in the United States of America.

(b) To sue and be sued in its corporate name.

(¢c) To adopt, alter, and use a corporate seal
which shall be judicially noticed.

(d) To adopt a constitution and to make such
bylaws, rules, and regulations, not inconsistent
with the laws of the United States or of any
State, as it deems necessary for the administra-
tion of its functions under sections 468 to 468d of
this title, including among other matter, by-
laws, rules, and regulations governing visitation
to historic properties, administration of cor-
porate funds, and the organization and proce-
dure of the board of trustees.

(e) To accept, hold, and administer gifts and
bequests of money, securities, or other personal
property of whatsoever character, absolutely or
on trust, for the purposes for which the National
Trust is created. Unless otherwise restricted by
the terms of the gift or bequest, the National
Trust is authorized to sell, exchange, or other-
wise dispose of and to invest or reinvest in such
investments as it may determine from time to
time the moneys, securities, or other property
given or bequeathed to it. The principal of such
corporate funds, together with the income
therefrom and all other revenues received by it
from any source whatsoever, shall be placed in
such depositories as the National Trust shall de-
termine and shall be subject to expenditure by
the National Trust for its corporate purposes.



§468d

(f) To acquire by gift, devise, purchase, or
otherwise, absolutely or on trust, and to hold
and, unless otherwise restricted by the terms of
the gift or devise, to encumber, convey, or
otherwise dispose of, any real property, or any
estate or interest therein (except property with-
in the exterior boundaries of national parks and
national monuments), as may be necessary and
proper in carrying into effect the purposes of the
National Trust.

(g) To contract and make cooperative agree-
ments with Federal, State, or municipal depart-
ments or agencies, corporations, associations, or
individuals, under such terms and conditions as
it deems advisable, respecting the protection,
preservation, maintenance, or operation of any
historic site, building, object, or property used
in connection therewith for public use, regard-
less of whether the National Trust has acquired
title to such properties, or any interest therein.

(h) To enter into contracts generally and to
execute all instruments necessary or appro-
priate to carry out its corporate purposes, which
instruments shall include such concession con-
tracts, leases, or permits for the use of lands,
buildings, or other property deemed desirable ei-
ther to accommodate the public or to facilitate
administration.

(i) To appoint and prescribe the duties of such
officers, agents, and employees as may be nec-
essary to carry out its functions, and to fix and
pay such compensation to them for their serv-
ices as the National Trust may determine.

(j) And generally to do any and all lawful acts
necessary or appropriate to carry out the pur-
poses for which the National Trust is created.

(Oct. 26, 1949, ch. 755, §4, 63 Stat. 928.)

§468d. Consultation with Advisory Board on Na-
tional Parks, Historic Sites, Buildings, and
Monuments

In carrying out its functions under sections
468 to 468d of this title, the National Trust is au-
thorized to consult with the Advisory Board on
National Parks, Historic Sites, Buildings, and
Monuments, on matters relating to the selection
of sites, buildings, and objects to be preserved
and protected pursuant hereto.

(Oct. 26, 1949, ch. 755, §5, 63 Stat. 929.)

§468e. Repealed. Pub. L. 86-533, §1(19), June 29,
1960, 74 Stat. 248

Section, act Oct. 26, 1949, ch. 755, §6, 63 Stat. 929, re-
quired the National Trust to report to the Congress its
proceedings and activities.

§469. Preservation of historical and archeologi-
cal data threatened by dam construction or
alterations of terrain

It is the purpose of sections 469 to 469c-1 of
this title to further the policy set forth in sec-
tions 461 to 467 of this title, by specifically pro-
viding for the preservation of historical and ar-
cheological data (including relics and speci-
mens) which might otherwise be irreparably lost
or destroyed as the result of (1) flooding, the
building of access roads, the erection of work-
men’s communities, the relocation of railroads
and highways, and other alterations of the ter-
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rain caused by the construction of a dam by any
agency of the United States, or by any private
person or corporation holding a license issued by
any such agency or (2) any alteration of the ter-
rain caused as a result of any Federal construc-
tion project or federally licensed activity or pro-
gram.

(Pub. L. 86-523, §1, June 27, 1960, 74 Stat. 220;
Pub. L. 93-291, §1(1), May 24, 1974, 88 Stat. 174.)

AMENDMENTS

1974—Pub. L. 93-291 designated existing provisions as
cl. (1) and added cl. (2).

§469a. Notice of dam construction to be given
Secretary of the Interior by United States
agencies

Before any agency of the United States shall
undertake the construction of a dam, or issue a
license to any private individual or corporation
for the construction of a dam, it shall give writ-
ten notice to the Secretary of the Interior (here-
after referred to as the Secretary) setting forth
the site of the proposed dam and the approxi-
mate area to be flooded and otherwise changed
if such construction is undertaken: Provided,
That with respect to any flood water retarding
dam which provides less than five thousand
acre-feet of detention capacity and with respect
to any other type of dam which creates a res-
ervoir of less than forty surface acres the provi-
sions of this section shall apply only when the
constructing agency, in its preliminary surveys,
finds, or is presented with evidence that histori-
cal or archeological materials exist or may be
present in the proposed reservoir area.

(Pub. L. 86-523, §2, formerly §2(a), June 27, 1960,
74 Stat. 220, renumbered and amended Pub. L.
93-291, §1(2), (5), May 24, 1974, 88 Stat. 174, 175.)

AMENDMENTS

1974—Pub. L. 93-291 struck out designation ‘‘(a)” be-
fore and, in the resulting unlettered provisions, in-
serted ‘‘(hereafter referred to as the Secretary)’” after
‘““‘Secretary of the Interior’’. Subsecs. (b) to (e) were dis-
posed of as follows: subsec. (b) was transferred and
amended, and as so transferred and amended, is set out
as sections 469a-1 and 469a-2 of this title, subsecs. (c)
and (e) were redesignated as subsecs. (a) and (b), respec-
tively, of section 469a-3 of this title, and subsec. (d) was
struck out.

TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS

Enforcement functions of Secretary or other official
in Department of the Interior related to compliance
with system activities requiring coordination and ap-
proval under sections 469 to 469c of this title and such
functions of Secretary or other official in Department
of Agriculture, insofar as they involve lands and pro-
grams under jurisdiction of that Department, related
to compliance with sections 469 to 469c of this title
with respect to pre-construction, construction, and ini-
tial operation of transportation system for Canadian
and Alaskan natural gas transferred to Federal Inspec-
tor, Office of Federal Inspector for Alaska Natural Gas
Transportation System, until first anniversary of date
of initial operation of Alaska Natural Gas Transpor-
tation System, see Reorg. Plan No. 1 of 1979, §§102(e),
(), 203(a), 44 F.R. 33663, 33666, 93 Stat. 1373, 1376, effec-
tive July 1, 1979, set out in the Appendix to Title 5,
Government Organization and Employees. Office of
Federal Inspector for the Alaska Natural Gas Transpor-
tation System abolished and functions and authority
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