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identify planning and restoration needs and ways under 
existing authorities to address those needs; 

(3) identify major policy areas where coordinated 
intergovernmental action is necessary; 

(4) propose new programs or actions to implement 
elements of the Strategy where existing authorities are 
not sufficient; 

(5) identify monitoring, research, and scientific as-
sessments needed to support decisionmaking for eco-
system restoration efforts and evaluate existing mon-
itoring programs and gaps in current data collection; 
and 

(6) describe the circumstances under which termi-
nation of the Task Force would be appropriate. 

(b) The executive departments, agencies, and offices 
enumerated in section 2(a)(1) of this order shall, to the 
extent permitted by law, consider ways to align their 
relevant programs and authorities with the Strategy. 

SEC. 5. Administration. (a) The Task Force shall have 
a staff, headed by an Executive Director, which shall 
provide support for the functions of the Task Force. 

(b) The Executive Director shall be selected by the 
Chair and shall supervise, direct, and be accountable 
for the administration and operation of the Task Force. 

(c) The Departments of Commerce (through the Na-
tional Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration), the 
Interior (through the Fish and Wildlife Service), and 
Justice shall identify linkages and opportunities for 
the Task Force to complement the restoration progress 
of the Natural Resource Damage Assessment Trustee 
Council. 

(d) At the request of the Chair, executive depart-
ments and agencies, including the Departments of 
Labor, Health and Human Services, Energy, and Home-
land Security, the Small Business Administration, and 
the National Science Foundation, shall serve in an ad-
visory role to the Task Force on issues within their ex-
pertise. 

(e) The Task Force may establish such technical 
working groups as necessary to support its function. 
These working groups may include additional rep-
resentatives from State and tribal governments, as ap-
propriate, to provide for greater collaboration. 

(f) The first meeting of the Task Force shall be held 
within 90 days of the date of this order. 

SEC. 6. Definitions. (a) ‘‘Affected tribe’’ means any In-
dian tribe, band, nation, pueblo, village, or community 
that the Secretary of the Interior acknowledges to 
exist as an Indian tribe as defined in [section 102(2) of] 
the Federally Recognized [Indian] Tribe List Act of 1994 
(25 U.S.C. 479a(2)), physically located in a Gulf State. 

(b) ‘‘Ecosystem restoration’’ means all activities, 
projects, methods, and procedures appropriate to en-
hance the health and resilience of the Gulf Coast eco-
system, as measured in terms of the physical, biologi-
cal, or chemical properties of the ecosystem, or the 
services it provides, and to strengthen its ability to 
support the diverse economies, communities, and cul-
tures of the region. It includes activity that initiates 
or accelerates the recovery of an ecosystem with re-
spect to its health, integrity, and sustainability. It also 
includes protecting and conserving ecosystems so they 
can continue to reduce impacts from tropical storms 
and other disasters, support robust economies, and as-
sist in mitigating and adapting to the impacts of cli-
mate change. 

(c) ‘‘Gulf State’’ means any of the States of Texas, 
Louisiana, Mississippi, Alabama, and Florida. 

(d) ‘‘Natural Resource Damage Assessment’’ means 
the process of collecting and analyzing information to 
evaluate the nature and extent of natural resource in-
juries resulting from the BP Deepwater Horizon Oil 
Spill and to determine the restoration actions needed 
to bring injured natural resources and services back to 
baseline conditions and make the environment and 
public whole for interim losses as defined in 15 CFR 
990.30. 

(e) ‘‘Natural Resource Damage Assessment Trustee 
Council’’ means the designated Federal, State, local, 
and tribal trustees as provided in 33 U.S.C. 2706, with 

trusteeship over natural resources injured, lost, or de-
stroyed as a result of the BP Deepwater Horizon Oil 
Spill. 

SEC. 7. General Provisions. (a) To the extent permitted 
by law and subject to the availability of appropria-
tions, the department, agency, or office represented by 
the Chair shall provide the Task Force with such ad-
ministrative services, funds, facilities, staff, and other 
support services as may be necessary for the Task 
Force to carry out its function. 

(b) In addition to staff provided by the department, 
agency, or office represented by the Chair, other execu-
tive departments, agencies, and offices represented on 
the Task Force are requested to make services, staff, 
and facilities available to the Task Force for the per-
formance of its function to the maximum extent prac-
ticable, to the extent permitted by law and subject to 
the availability of appropriations. 

(c) Members of the Task Force shall serve without 
any additional compensation for their work on the 
Task Force. 

(d) Nothing in this order shall be construed to impair 
or otherwise affect: (i) authority granted by law to an 
executive department, agency, or the head thereof, or 
the status of that department or agency within the 
Federal Government; or (ii) functions of the Director of 
the Office of Management and Budget relating to budg-
etary, administrative, or legislative proposals. 

(e) Nothing in this order shall interfere with the stat-
utory responsibilities and authority of the Natural Re-
source Damage Assessment Trustee Council or the indi-
vidual trustees to carry out their statutory responsibil-
ities to assess natural resource damages and implement 
restoration actions under 33 U.S.C. 2706 and other appli-
cable law. 

(f) This order shall be implemented consistent with 
applicable law and subject to the availability of appro-
priations. 

(g) This order is not intended to, and does not, create 
any right or benefit, substantive or procedural, enforce-
able at law or in equity by any party against the 
United States, its departments, agencies, or entities, 
its officers, employees, or agents, or any other person. 

BARACK OBAMA. 

§ 1452. Congressional declaration of policy 

The Congress finds and declares that it is the 
national policy— 

(1) to preserve, protect, develop, and where 
possible, to restore or enhance, the resources 
of the Nation’s coastal zone for this and suc-
ceeding generations; 

(2) to encourage and assist the states to ex-
ercise effectively their responsibilities in the 
coastal zone through the development and im-
plementation of management programs to 
achieve wise use of the land and water re-
sources of the coastal zone, giving full consid-
eration to ecological, cultural, historic, and 
esthetic values as well as the needs for com-
patible economic development, which pro-
grams should at least provide for— 

(A) the protection of natural resources, in-
cluding wetlands, flood plains, estuaries, 
beaches, dunes, barrier islands, coral reefs, 
and fish and wildlife and their habitat, with-
in the coastal zone, 

(B) the management of coastal develop-
ment to minimize the loss of life and prop-
erty caused by improper development in 
flood-prone, storm surge, geological hazard, 
and erosion-prone areas and in areas likely 
to be affected by or vulnerable to sea level 
rise, land subsidence, and saltwater intru-
sion, and by the destruction of natural pro-
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1 So in original. The period probably should be a comma. 

tective features such as beaches, dunes, wet-
lands, and barrier islands.1 

(C) the management of coastal develop-
ment to improve, safeguard, and restore the 
quality of coastal waters, and to protect nat-
ural resources and existing uses of those wa-
ters, 

(D) priority consideration being given to 
coastal-dependent uses and orderly processes 
for siting major facilities related to national 
defense, energy, fisheries development, 
recreation, ports and transportation, and the 
location, to the maximum extent prac-
ticable, of new commercial and industrial 
developments in or adjacent to areas where 
such development already exists, 

(E) public access to the coasts for recre-
ation purposes, 

(F) assistance in the redevelopment of de-
teriorating urban waterfronts and ports, and 
sensitive preservation and restoration of his-
toric, cultural, and esthetic coastal features, 

(G) the coordination and simplification of 
procedures in order to ensure expedited gov-
ernmental decisionmaking for the manage-
ment of coastal resources, 

(H) continued consultation and coordina-
tion with, and the giving of adequate consid-
eration to the views of, affected Federal 
agencies, 

(I) the giving of timely and effective noti-
fication of, and opportunities for public and 
local government participation in, coastal 
management decisionmaking, 

(J) assistance to support comprehensive 
planning, conservation, and management for 
living marine resources, including planning 
for the siting of pollution control and aqua-
culture facilities within the coastal zone, 
and improved coordination between State 
and Federal coastal zone management agen-
cies and State and wildlife agencies, and 

(K) the study and development, in any case 
in which the Secretary considers it to be ap-
propriate, of plans for addressing the adverse 
effects upon the coastal zone of land subsid-
ence and of sea level rise; and 

(3) to encourage the preparation of special 
area management plans which provide for in-
creased specificity in protecting significant 
natural resources, reasonable coastal-depend-
ent economic growth, improved protection of 
life and property in hazardous areas, including 
those areas likely to be affected by land sub-
sidence, sea level rise, or fluctuating water 
levels of the Great Lakes, and improved pre-
dictability in governmental decisionmaking; 

(4) to encourage the participation and co-
operation of the public, state and local govern-
ments, and interstate and other regional agen-
cies, as well as of the Federal agencies having 
programs affecting the coastal zone, in carry-
ing out the purposes of this chapter; 

(5) to encourage coordination and coopera-
tion with and among the appropriate Federal, 
State, and local agencies, and international 
organizations where appropriate, in collection, 
analysis, synthesis, and dissemination of 

coastal management information, research re-
sults, and technical assistance, to support 
State and Federal regulation of land use prac-
tices affecting the coastal and ocean resources 
of the United States; and 

(6) to respond to changing circumstances af-
fecting the coastal environment and coastal 
resource management by encouraging States 
to consider such issues as ocean uses poten-
tially affecting the coastal zone. 

(Pub. L. 89–454, title III, § 303, as added Pub. L. 
92–583, Oct. 27, 1972, 86 Stat. 1281; amended Pub. 
L. 96–464, § 3, Oct. 17, 1980, 94 Stat. 2060; Pub. L. 
101–508, title VI, § 6203(b), Nov. 5, 1990, 104 Stat. 
1388–301; Pub. L. 102–587, title II, § 2205(b)(2), Nov. 
4, 1992, 106 Stat. 5050.) 

AMENDMENTS 

1992—Par. (2). Pub. L. 102–587 made technical amend-
ment to directory language of Pub. L. 101–508, 
§ 6203(b)(1). See 1990 Amendment note below. 

1990—Par. (2). Pub. L. 101–508, § 6203(b)(1), as amended 
by Pub. L. 102–587, substituted ‘‘as well as the needs for 
compatible’’ for ‘‘as well as to needs for’’. 

Par. (2)(B). Pub. L. 101–508, § 6203(b)(2), substituted 
‘‘likely to be affected by or vulnerable to sea level rise, 
land subsidence,’’ for ‘‘of subsidence’’. 

Par. (2)(C) to (J). Pub. L. 101–508, § 6203(b)(3), redesig-
nated subpars. (C) to (I) as (D) to (J), respectively, and 
added subpar. (C). 

Par. (2)(K). Pub. L. 101–508, § 6203(b)(4), added subpar. 
(K). 

Par. (3). Pub. L. 101–508, § 6203(b)(5), inserted ‘‘includ-
ing those areas likely to be affected by land subsidence, 
sea level rise, or fluctuating water levels of the Great 
Lakes,’’ after ‘‘hazardous areas,’’. 

Pars. (5), (6). Pub. L. 101–508, § 6203(b)(6), added pars. 
(5) and (6). 

1980—Pub. L. 96–464, in amending section generally, 
expanded declaration of policy to provide for higher 
level of protection for significant natural coastal re-
sources and inserted provisions for special area man-
agement planning to increase predictability for nec-
essary coastal-dependent economic growth, improve 
hazard mitigation, and improve predictability in gov-
ernment decisionmaking. 

§ 1453. Definitions 

For purposes of this chapter— 
(1) The term ‘‘coastal zone’’ means the 

coastal waters (including the lands therein 
and thereunder) and the adjacent shorelands 
(including the waters therein and thereunder), 
strongly influenced by each other and in prox-
imity to the shorelines of the several coastal 
states, and includes islands, transitional and 
intertidal areas, salt marshes, wetlands, and 
beaches. The zone extends, in Great Lakes wa-
ters, to the international boundary between 
the United States and Canada and, in other 
areas, seaward to the outer limit of State title 
and ownership under the Submerged Lands 
Act (43 U.S.C. 1301 et seq.), the Act of March 2, 
1917 (48 U.S.C. 749) [48 U.S.C. 731 et seq.], the 
Covenant to Establish a Commonwealth of the 
Northern Mariana Islands in Political Union 
with the United States of America, as ap-
proved by the Act of March 24, 1976 [48 U.S.C. 
1801 et seq.], or section 1 of the Act of Novem-
ber 20, 1963 (48 U.S.C. 1705), as applicable. The 
zone extends inland from the shorelines only 
to the extent necessary to control shorelands, 
the uses of which have a direct and significant 
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