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§ 6502. Definitions 

In this chapter: 

(1) Federal land 

The term ‘‘Federal land’’ means— 
(A) land of the National Forest System (as 

defined in section 1609(a) of this title) ad-
ministered by the Secretary of Agriculture, 
acting through the Chief of the Forest Serv-
ice; and 

(B) public lands (as defined in section 1702 
of title 43), the surface of which is adminis-
tered by the Secretary of the Interior, acting 
through the Director of the Bureau of Land 
Management. 

(2) Indian tribe 

The term ‘‘Indian tribe’’ has the meaning 
given the term in section 450b of title 25. 

(Pub. L. 108–148, § 3, Dec. 3, 2003, 117 Stat. 1888.) 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

This chapter, referred to in text, was in the original 
‘‘this Act’’, meaning Pub. L. 108–148, Dec. 3, 2003, 117 
Stat. 1887, which is classified principally to this chap-
ter. For complete classification of this Act to the Code, 
see Short Title note set out under section 6501 of this 
title and Tables. 

SUBCHAPTER I—HAZARDOUS FUEL 
REDUCTION ON FEDERAL LAND 

§ 6511. Definitions 

In this subchapter: 

(1) At-risk community 

The term ‘‘at-risk community’’ means an 
area— 

(A) that is comprised of— 
(i) an interface community as defined in 

the notice entitled ‘‘Wildland Urban Inter-
face Communities Within the Vicinity of 
Federal Lands That Are at High Risk 
From Wildfire’’ issued by the Secretary of 
Agriculture and the Secretary of the Inte-
rior in accordance with title IV of the De-
partment of the Interior and Related 
Agencies Appropriations Act, 2001 (114 
Stat. 1009) (66 Fed. Reg. 753, January 4, 
2001); or 

(ii) a group of homes and other struc-
tures with basic infrastructure and serv-
ices (such as utilities and collectively 
maintained transportation routes) within 
or adjacent to Federal land; 

(B) in which conditions are conducive to a 
large-scale wildland fire disturbance event; 
and 

(C) for which a significant threat to human 
life or property exists as a result of a 
wildland fire disturbance event. 

(2) Authorized hazardous fuel reduction 
project 

The term ‘‘authorized hazardous fuel reduc-
tion project’’ means the measures and meth-
ods described in the definition of ‘‘appropriate 
tools’’ contained in the glossary of the Imple-
mentation Plan, on Federal land described in 
section 6512(a) of this title and conducted 
under sections 6513 and 6514 of this title. 

(3) Community wildfire protection plan 

The term ‘‘community wildfire protection 
plan’’ means a plan for an at-risk community 
that— 

(A) is developed within the context of the 
collaborative agreements and the guidance 
established by the Wildland Fire Leadership 
Council and agreed to by the applicable local 
government, local fire department, and 
State agency responsible for forest manage-
ment, in consultation with interested par-
ties and the Federal land management agen-
cies managing land in the vicinity of the at- 
risk community; 

(B) identifies and prioritizes areas for haz-
ardous fuel reduction treatments and rec-
ommends the types and methods of treat-
ment on Federal and non-Federal land that 
will protect 1 or more at-risk communities 
and essential infrastructure; and 

(C) recommends measures to reduce struc-
tural ignitability throughout the at-risk 
community. 

(4) Condition class 2 

The term ‘‘condition class 2’’, with respect 
to an area of Federal land, means the condi-
tion class description developed by the Forest 
Service Rocky Mountain Research Station in 
the general technical report entitled ‘‘Devel-
opment of Coarse-Scale Spatial Data for 
Wildland Fire and Fuel Management’’ 
(RMRS–87), dated April 2000 (including any 
subsequent revision to the report), under 
which— 

(A) fire regimes on the land have been 
moderately altered from historical ranges; 

(B) there exists a moderate risk of losing 
key ecosystem components from fire; 

(C) fire frequencies have increased or de-
creased from historical frequencies by 1 or 
more return intervals, resulting in moderate 
changes to— 

(i) the size, frequency, intensity, or se-
verity of fires; or 

(ii) landscape patterns; and 

(D) vegetation attributes have been mod-
erately altered from the historical range of 
the attributes. 

(5) Condition class 3 

The term ‘‘condition class 3’’, with respect 
to an area of Federal land, means the condi-
tion class description developed by the Rocky 
Mountain Research Station in the general 
technical report referred to in paragraph (4) 
(including any subsequent revision to the re-
port), under which— 

(A) fire regimes on land have been signifi-
cantly altered from historical ranges; 

(B) there exists a high risk of losing key 
ecosystem components from fire; 

(C) fire frequencies have departed from his-
torical frequencies by multiple return inter-
vals, resulting in dramatic changes to— 

(i) the size, frequency, intensity, or se-
verity of fires; or 

(ii) landscape patterns; and 

(D) vegetation attributes have been sig-
nificantly altered from the historical range 
of the attributes. 
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(6) Day 

The term ‘‘day’’ means— 
(A) a calendar day; or 
(B) if a deadline imposed by this sub-

chapter would expire on a nonbusiness day, 
the end of the next business day. 

(7) Decision document 

The term ‘‘decision document’’ means— 
(A) a decision notice (as that term is used 

in the Forest Service Handbook); 
(B) a decision record (as that term is used 

in the Bureau of Land Management Hand-
book); and 

(C) a record of decision (as that term is 
used in applicable regulations of the Council 
on Environmental Quality). 

(8) Fire regime I 

The term ‘‘fire regime I’’ means an area— 
(A) in which historically there have been 

low-severity fires with a frequency of 0 
through 35 years; and 

(B) that is located primarily in low ele-
vation forests of pine, oak, or pinyon juni-
per. 

(9) Fire regime II 

The term ‘‘fire regime II’’ means an area— 
(A) in which historically there are stand 

replacement severity fires with a frequency 
of 0 through 35 years; and 

(B) that is located primarily in low- to 
mid-elevation rangeland, grassland, or 
shrubland. 

(10) Fire regime III 

The term ‘‘fire regime III’’ means an area— 
(A) in which historically there are mixed 

severity fires with a frequency of 35 through 
100 years; and 

(B) that is located primarily in forests of 
mixed conifer, dry Douglas fir, or wet Pon-
derosa pine. 

(11) Implementation Plan 

The term ‘‘Implementation Plan’’ means the 
Implementation Plan for the Comprehensive 
Strategy for a Collaborative Approach for Re-
ducing Wildland Fire Risks to Communities 
and the Environment, dated May 2002, devel-
oped pursuant to the conference report to ac-
company the Department of the Interior and 
Related Agencies Appropriations Act, 2001 
(House Report No. 106–64) (and subsequent re-
visions). 

(12) Municipal water supply system 

The term ‘‘municipal water supply system’’ 
means the reservoirs, canals, ditches, flumes, 
laterals, pipes, pipelines, and other surface fa-
cilities and systems constructed or installed 
for the collection, impoundment, storage, 
transportation, or distribution of drinking 
water. 

(13) Resource management plan 

The term ‘‘resource management plan’’ 
means— 

(A) a land and resource management plan 
prepared for 1 or more units of land of the 
National Forest System described in section 
6502(1)(A) of this title under section 1604 of 
this title; or 

(B) a land use plan prepared for 1 or more 
units of the public land described in section 
6502(1)(B) of this title under section 1712 of 
title 43. 

(14) Secretary 

The term ‘‘Secretary’’ means— 
(A) the Secretary of Agriculture, with re-

spect to land of the National Forest System 
described in section 6502(1)(A) of this title; 
and 

(B) the Secretary of the Interior, with re-
spect to public lands described in section 
6502(1)(B) of this title. 

(15) Threatened and endangered species habi-
tat 

The term ‘‘threatened and endangered spe-
cies habitat’’ means Federal land identified 
in— 

(A) a determination that a species is an 
endangered species or a threatened species 
under the Endangered Species Act of 1973 (16 
U.S.C. 1531 et seq.); 

(B) a designation of critical habitat of the 
species under that Act; or 

(C) a recovery plan prepared for the species 
under that Act. 

(16) Wildland-urban interface 

The term ‘‘wildland-urban interface’’ 
means— 

(A) an area within or adjacent to an at- 
risk community that is identified in recom-
mendations to the Secretary in a commu-
nity wildfire protection plan; or 

(B) in the case of any area for which a 
community wildfire protection plan is not in 
effect— 

(i) an area extending 1⁄2-mile from the 
boundary of an at-risk community; 

(ii) an area within 11⁄2 miles of the 
boundary of an at-risk community, includ-
ing any land that— 

(I) has a sustained steep slope that cre-
ates the potential for wildfire behavior 
endangering the at-risk community; 

(II) has a geographic feature that aids 
in creating an effective fire break, such 
as a road or ridge top; or 

(III) is in condition class 3, as docu-
mented by the Secretary in the project- 
specific environmental analysis; and 

(iii) an area that is adjacent to an evacu-
ation route for an at-risk community that 
the Secretary determines, in cooperation 
with the at-risk community, requires haz-
ardous fuel reduction to provide safer 
evacuation from the at-risk community. 

(Pub. L. 108–148, title I, § 101, Dec. 3, 2003, 117 
Stat. 1889.) 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

The Department of the Interior and Related Agencies 
Appropriations Act, 2001, referred to in pars. (1)(A)(i) 
and (11), is Pub. L. 106–291, Oct. 11, 2000, 114 Stat. 922. 
Title IV of the act is not classified to the Code. For 
complete classification of this Act to the Code, see 
Tables. 

The Endangered Species Act of 1973, referred to in 
par. (15), is Pub. L. 93–205, Dec. 28, 1973, 87 Stat. 884, as 
amended, which is classified principally to chapter 35 
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(§ 1531 et seq.) of this title. For complete classification 
of this Act to the Code, see Short Title note set out 
under section 1531 of this title and Tables. 

§ 6512. Authorized hazardous fuel reduction 
projects 

(a) Authorized projects 

As soon as practicable after December 3, 2003, 
the Secretary shall implement authorized haz-
ardous fuel reduction projects, consistent with 
the Implementation Plan, on— 

(1) Federal land in wildland-urban interface 
areas; 

(2) condition class 3 Federal land, in such 
proximity to a municipal water supply system 
or a stream feeding such a system within a 
municipal watershed that a significant risk 
exists that a fire disturbance event would have 
adverse effects on the water quality of the mu-
nicipal water supply or the maintenance of the 
system, including a risk to water quality 
posed by erosion following such a fire disturb-
ance event; 

(3) condition class 2 Federal land located 
within fire regime I, fire regime II, or fire re-
gime III, in such proximity to a municipal 
water supply system or a stream feeding such 
a system within a municipal watershed that a 
significant risk exists that a fire disturbance 
event would have adverse effects on the water 
quality of the municipal water supply or the 
maintenance of the system, including a risk to 
water quality posed by erosion following such 
a fire disturbance event; 

(4) Federal land on which windthrow or 
blowdown, ice storm damage, the existence of 
an epidemic of disease or insects, or the pres-
ence of such an epidemic on immediately adja-
cent land and the imminent risk it will spread, 
poses a significant threat to an ecosystem 
component, or forest or rangeland resource, on 
the Federal land or adjacent non-Federal land; 
and 

(5) Federal land not covered by paragraphs 
(1) through (4) that contains threatened and 
endangered species habitat, if— 

(A) natural fire regimes on that land are 
identified as being important for, or wildfire 
is identified as a threat to, an endangered 
species, a threatened species, or habitat of 
an endangered species or threatened species 
in a species recovery plan prepared under 
section 1533 of this title, or a notice pub-
lished in the Federal Register determining a 
species to be an endangered species or a 
threatened species or designating critical 
habitat; 

(B) the authorized hazardous fuel reduc-
tion project will provide enhanced protec-
tion from catastrophic wildfire for the en-
dangered species, threatened species, or 
habitat of the endangered species or threat-
ened species; and 

(C) the Secretary complies with any appli-
cable guidelines specified in any manage-
ment or recovery plan described in subpara-
graph (A). 

(b) Relation to agency plans 

An authorized hazardous fuel reduction 
project shall be conducted consistent with the 

resource management plan and other relevant 
administrative policies or decisions applicable 
to the Federal land covered by the project. 

(c) Acreage limitation 

Not more than a total of 20,000,000 acres of 
Federal land may be treated under authorized 
hazardous fuel reduction projects. 

(d) Exclusion of certain Federal land 

The Secretary may not conduct an authorized 
hazardous fuel reduction project that would 
occur on— 

(1) a component of the National Wilderness 
Preservation System; 

(2) Federal land on which the removal of 
vegetation is prohibited or restricted by Act of 
Congress or Presidential proclamation (includ-
ing the applicable implementation plan); or 

(3) a Wilderness Study Area. 

(e) Old growth stands 

(1) Definitions 

In this subsection and subsection (f): 

(A) Applicable period 

The term ‘‘applicable period’’ means— 
(i) the 2-year period beginning on Decem-

ber 3, 2003; or 
(ii) in the case of a resource management 

plan that the Secretary is in the process of 
revising as of December 3, 2003, the 3-year 
period beginning on December 3, 2003. 

(B) Covered project 

The term ‘‘covered project’’ means an au-
thorized hazardous fuel reduction project 
carried out on land described in paragraph 
(1), (2), (3), or (5) of subsection (a). 

(C) Management direction 

The term ‘‘management direction’’ means 
definitions, designations, standards, guide-
lines, goals, or objectives established for an 
old growth stand under a resource manage-
ment plan developed in accordance with ap-
plicable law, including section 1604(g)(3)(B) 
of this title. 

(D) Old growth stand 

The term ‘‘old growth stand’’ has the 
meaning given the term under management 
direction used pursuant to paragraphs (3) 
and (4), based on the structure and composi-
tion characteristic of the forest type, and in 
accordance with applicable law, including 
section 1604(g)(3)(B) of this title. 

(2) Project requirements 

In carrying out a covered project, the Sec-
retary shall fully maintain, or contribute to-
ward the restoration of, the structure and 
composition of old growth stands according to 
the pre-fire suppression old growth conditions 
characteristic of the forest type, taking into 
account the contribution of the stand to land-
scape fire adaptation and watershed health, 
and retaining the large trees contributing to 
old growth structure. 

(3) Newer management direction 

(A) In general 

If the management direction for an old 
growth stand was established on or after De-
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