§777

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1988 AMENDMENT

Amendment by Pub. L. 100426 effective after end of
60-day period beginning Sept. 9, 1988, with certain ex-
ceptions, see section 208 of Pub. L. 100-426, set out as a
note under section 772 of this title.

§777. Annuity increases

(a) An annuity payable under this subchapter
shall be increased at the same time that, and by
the same percent as the percentage by which,
annuities are increased under section 8340(b) of
title 5.

(b) An annuity under section 772 of this title
may not be more than the basic pay of the
Comptroller General. A surviving spouse’s annu-
ity may be increased under this section without
regard to any limitation set forth in section
T74(e) of this title.

(Pub. L. 97-258, Sept. 13, 1982, 96 Stat. 906; Pub.
L. 100426, title II, §207, Sept. 9, 1988, 102 Stat.
1601.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES

ggé}tlfoeg Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large)
777@) ...... 31:43c(a)(words be- June 10, 1921, ch. 18, 42 Stat.
fore colon), (1). 20, §320; added Oct. 25, 1978,
Pub. L. 95-512, §3, 92 Stat.
1799.
77D ...... 31:43c(a)(2).
777(C) ... 31:43c(a)(3), (b).

In subsection (a), before clause (1), the text of
31:43c(a)(words before colon) is omitted as surplus.

In subsection (b), the words ‘‘in any year’ and ‘‘com-
mencing”’ are omitted as surplus.

In subsection (c)(1), the words ‘‘per centum’ and ‘‘by
the Comptroller General” are omitted as surplus. The
words ‘‘Civil Service Commission’ (subsequently
changed to ‘‘Office of Personnel Management’’ because
of section 101 of Reorganization Plan No. 2 of 1978 (eff.
Jan. 1, 1979, 92 Stat. 3783)) are omitted because of the
restatement of section 8340(b) of title 5 by section
1702(a) of the Omnibus Budget Reconciliation Act of
1981.

In subsection (c)(2), the words ‘‘by reason of the ap-
plication of subsection (a) of this section’” and ‘‘an-
nual” are omitted as surplus. The words ‘‘basic pay’’
are substituted for ‘‘compensation’ for consistency
with other titles of the United States Code.

AMENDMENTS

1988—Pub. L. 100-426 amended section generally. Prior
to amendment, section read as follows:

‘‘(a) The Comptroller General shall compute—

‘(1) on January 1 of each year, or within a reason-
able time after January 1, the percent change in the
Consumer Price Index between June and December of
the prior year; and

‘(2) on July 1 of each year, or within a reasonable
time after July 1, the percent change in the Index be-
tween June of the same year and December of the
prior year.

‘“(b) If a percent change computed under subsection
(a)(1) of this section indicates a rise in the Index, an an-
nuity payable under this subchapter and beginning be-
fore March 2 shall increase on March 1 by the percent
change computed under subsection (a)(1), adjusted to
the nearest .1 percent. If a percent change computed
under subsection (a)(2) of this section indicates a rise
in the Index, an annuity payable under this subchapter
and beginning before September 2 shall increase on
September 1 by the percent change computed under
subsection (a)(2), adjusted to the nearest .1 percent.

“(e)(1) An increase under this section may not be
more than an increase prescribed under section 8340(b)
of title 5.
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‘“(2) An annuity under section 772 of this title may
not be more than the basic pay of the Comptroller Gen-
eral.”

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1988 AMENDMENT
Amendment by Pub. L. 100-426 effective after end of
60-day period beginning Sept. 9, 1988, with certain ex-

ceptions, see section 208 of Pub. L. 100-426, set out as a
note under section 772 of this title.

§778. Dependency and disability decisions

The General Counsel of the Government Ac-
countability Office shall decide a question of de-
pendency, disability, or dependency and disabil-
ity under sections 773-776 of this title. A deci-
sion under this section is final.

(Pub. L. 97-258, Sept. 13, 1982, 96 Stat. 907; Pub.
L. 108-271, §8(b), July 7, 2004, 118 Stat. 814.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES

Revised
Section Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large)
T8 ool 31:43b(h). June 10, 1921, ch. 18, 42 Stat.

20, §319(h); added July 13,
1829, Pub. L. 86-87, 73 Stat.
198.

The words ‘‘arising’ and ‘‘and conclusive’ are omit-
ted as surplus.

AMENDMENTS
2004—Pub. L. 108-271 substituted ‘‘Government Ac-
countability Office” for ‘‘General Accounting Office’’.

§779. Use of appropriations

Annuities and refunds under this subchapter
shall be paid by the Comptroller General from
appropriations of the Government Accountabil-
ity Office.

(Pub. L. 97-258, Sept. 13, 1982, 96 Stat. 907; Pub.
L. 108-271, §8(b), July 7, 2004, 118 Stat. 814.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES

Revised
Section Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large)
779 31:43(2d par. 3d sen- | June 10, 1921, ch. 18, 42 Stat.

tence). 20, §303(2d par. 3d sentence);
added July 28, 1953, ch. 256,

67 Stat. 229.
31:43b(r). June 10, 1921, ch. 18, 42 Stat.

20, §319(r); added July 13,
1959, Pub. L. 86-87, 73 Stat.
200.

The words ‘‘of deposits’ in 31:43b(r) are omitted as
surplus.

AMENDMENTS

2004—Pub. L. 108-271 substituted ‘‘Government Ac-
countability Office” for ‘“‘General Accounting Office’’.

SUBCHAPTER VI—PROPERTY
MANAGEMENT

§781. Authority over the General Accounting Of-
fice Building

(a) The Comptroller General shall have exclu-
sive custody and control over the building lo-
cated at 441 G Street, N.W., in the District of Co-
lumbia, that is generally known as the General
Accounting Office Building,! including oper-
ation, maintenance, protection, alteration, re-

1See Change of Name note below.
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pair, and assignment of space therein. Such cus-
tody and control shall also extend to any ma-
chinery, equipment, spare parts and tools lo-
cated in and usable for the operation and main-
tenance of the General Accounting Office Build-
ing.! For the purposes of securing approval of
any prospectus detailing proposed alterations of
the General Accounting Office Building,! as re-
quired by section 3307 of title 40, the Comptrol-
ler General shall perform the functions assigned
to the Administrator of General Services by
that section.

(b) Upon request of the Comptroller General,
the Administrator of General Services shall pro-
vide, to the extent resources are available, any
necessary services for the protection of the
property and persons in the General Accounting
Office Building,! including the provision of spe-
cial police, responding to and investigating inci-
dents, and the monitoring of the perimeter secu-
rity system. Such services may be provided with
or without reimbursement as the Comptroller
General and the Administrator may agree.

(c)(1) The Comptroller General is authorized to
enter into agreements or contracts to acquire
property or services on such terms and condi-
tions and in such a manner as he deems nec-
essary and without regard to section 6101(b) to
(d) of title 41; except that the Comptroller Gen-
eral may not acquire real property unless spe-
cifically authorized by law. In exercising the au-
thority granted by this section, the Comptroller
General shall obtain full and open competition
in accordance with the principles and purposes
of the Competition in Contracting Act of 1984.

(2) To the extent that funds are otherwise
available for obligation, agreements or con-
tracts for utility services may be made for peri-
ods not exceeding 10 years.

(3) The Comptroller General may make ad-
vance, progress, and other payments which re-
late to agreements or contracts entered into
under authority of this section, without regard
to the provisions of section 3324(a) and (b) of this
title.

(Added Pub. L. 100-545, §1, Oct. 28, 1988, 102 Stat.
2727; amended Pub. L. 107-217, §3(h)(1), Aug. 21,
2002, 116 Stat. 1299; Pub. L. 111-350, §5(h)(3), Jan.
4, 2011, 124 Stat. 3849.)

REFERENCES IN TEXT

The Competition in Contracting Act of 1984, referred
to in subsec. (¢)(1), is title VII of Pub. L. 98-369, div. B,
July 18, 1984, 98 Stat. 1175. For complete classification
of this Act to the Code, see Short Title of 1984 Act note
set out under section 101 of Title 41, Public Contracts,
and Tables.

AMENDMENTS

2011—Subsec. (¢)(1). Pub. L. 111-350 substituted ‘‘sec-
tion 6101(b) to (d) of title 41 for ‘‘section 3709 of the
Revised Statutes (41 U.S.C. 5)”’.

2002—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 107-217 substituted ‘‘section
3307 of title 40’ for ‘‘section 7 of the Public Buildings
Act of 1959, as amended (40 U.S.C. 606)”’.

CHANGE OF NAME

General Accounting Office redesignated Government
Accountability Office. See section 8 of Pub. L. 108-271,
set out as a note under section 702 of this title.
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§ 782. Leasing of space in the General Accounting
Office Building

The Comptroller General is authorized to lease
or otherwise provide space and services within
the General Accounting Office Building?! to per-
sons, both public and private, or to any depart-
ment, agency or instrumentality of the United
States Government upon such terms and condi-
tions as the Comptroller General deems nec-
essary to protect the public interest. The Comp-
troller General shall establish a rental rate for
such leased space equivalent to the prevailing
commercial rate for comparable space devoted
to a similar purpose in the vicinity of the Gen-
eral Accounting Office Building.! Additionally,
the Comptroller General may make available,
on occasion, or may lease at such rates and on
such other terms and conditions as the Comp-
troller General deems to be in the public inter-
est, auditoriums, meeting rooms, and lobbies of
the General Accounting Office Building! to per-
sons, firms, or organizations engaged in cul-
tural, educational, or recreational activities (as
defined in section 3306(a) of title 40). The Comp-
troller General will consult with the Adminis-
trator of General Services and will give priority
to Federal agencies in filling available space
within the General Accounting Office Building.!
Payments for space or services may be made in
advance or by way of reimbursement and shall
be deposited to a special account and shall be
available for expenditure for operation, mainte-
nance, protection, alteration, or repair of the
General Accounting Office Building! in such
amounts as are specified in annual appropria-
tion Acts without regard to fiscal year limita-
tions.

(Added Pub. L. 100-545, §1, Oct. 28, 1988, 102 Stat.
2728; amended Pub. L. 103-272, §4(H)(1)(D), July 5,
1994, 108 Stat. 1362; Pub. L. 107-217, §3(h)(2), Aug.
21, 2002, 116 Stat. 1299.)

AMENDMENTS

2002—Pub. L. 107-217 substituted ‘‘(as defined in sec-
tion 3306(a) of title 40)” for ‘‘(as defined in section 105
of the Public Buildings Cooperative Use Act of 1976 (40
U.S.C. 612a))”.

1994—Pub. L. 103-272 substituted ‘612a)).”” for ‘‘612a).”

CHANGE OF NAME

General Accounting Office redesignated Government
Accountability Office. See section 8 of Pub. L. 108-271,
set out as a note under section 702 of this title.

PAYMENTS OF REIMBURSEMENTS INCIDENT TO
OPERATION OF GENERAL ACCOUNTING OFFICE BUILDING

Pub. L. 101-520, title II, Nov. 5, 1990, 104 Stat. 2275, as
amended by Pub. L. 108-271, §8(b), July 7, 2004, 118 Stat.
814, provided in part that ‘“‘notwithstanding the provi-
sions of section 782 of title 31, United States Code, here-
inafter any payments of reimbursements received inci-
dent to the operation of the General Accounting Office
Building shall be credited to the appropriation cur-
rently available to the Government Accountability Of-
fice and remain available until expended, and not more
than $5,915,000 of such funds shall be available for use
in fiscal year 1991,

§783. Rules and regulations

(a) The Comptroller General is authorized to
make all needful rules and regulations for the

1See Change of Name note below.
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