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(6)(A) To ensure compliance with paragraph
(1), the Under Secretary for Health shall pre-
scribe objective standards of job performance for
employees in positions described in subpara-
graph (B) with respect to the job performance of
those employees in carrying out the require-
ments of paragraph (1). Those job performance
standards shall include measures of workload,
allocation of resources, and quality-of-care indi-
cators.

(B) Positions described in this subparagraph
are positions in the Veterans Health Adminis-
tration that have responsibility for allocating
and managing resources applicable to the re-
quirements of paragraph (1).

(C) The Under Secretary shall develop the job
performance standards under subparagraph (A)
in consultation with the Advisory Committee on
Prosthetics and Special Disabilities Programs
and the Committee on Care of Severely Chron-
ically Mentally I1l1 Veterans.

(c) The Secretary shall ensure that each pri-
mary care health care facility of the Depart-
ment develops and carries out a plan to provide
mental health services, either through referral
or direct provision of services, to veterans who
require such services.

(Added Pub. L. 104-262, title I, §104(a)(1), Oct. 9,
1996, 110 Stat. 3183; amended Pub. L. 105-368, title
IX, §903(a), title X, §1005(b)(2), Nov. 11, 1998, 112
Stat. 3360, 3365; Pub. L. 107-95, §8(a), Dec. 21,
2001, 115 Stat. 919; Pub. L. 107-135, title II, §203,
Jan. 23, 2002, 115 Stat. 2458; Pub. L. 109-461, title
II, §208(a), Dec. 22, 2006, 120 Stat. 3413.)

AMENDMENTS

2006—Subsec. (b)(5)(A). Pub. L. 109-461 substituted
£€2008” for ‘2004’.

2002—Subsec. (b)(1). Pub. L. 107-135, §203(a)(1), in-
serted ‘‘(and each geographic service area of the Veter-
ans Health Administration)’’ after ‘‘ensure that the De-
partment’ in introductory provisions and ‘‘(and each
geographic service area of the Veterans Health Admin-
istration)” after ‘‘overall capacity of the Department’”
in cl. (B).

Subsec. (b)(2) to (4). Pub. L. 107-135, §203(a)(3), added
pars. (2) to (4). Former pars. (2) and (3) redesignated (5)
and (6), respectively.

Subsec. (b)(5). Pub. L. 107-135, §203(a)(2), (b), redesig-
nated par. (2) as (5), inserted ‘‘(A)”’ before ‘‘Not later
than’’, substituted ‘“‘April 1 of each year through 2004’
for ““‘April 1, 1999, April 1, 2000, and April 1, 2001, in-
serted at end of subpar. (A) ‘“Each such report shall in-
clude information on recidivism rates associated with
substance-use disorder treatment.”’, and added subpars.
(B) and (C).

Subsec. (b)(6). Pub. L. 107-135, §203(a)(2), redesignated
par. (3) as (6).

2001—Subsec. (¢). Pub. L. 107-95 added subsec. (c).

1998—Subsec. (b)(1). Pub. L. 105-368, §1005(b)(2), sub-
stituted ‘“‘October 9, 1996 for ‘‘the date of the enact-
ment of this section”.

Subsec. (b)(2). Pub. L. 105-368, §903(a)(1), substituted
“April 1, 1999, April 1, 2000, and April 1, 2001 for ‘‘April
1, 1997, April 1, 1998, and April 1, 1999°.

Subsec. (b)(3). Pub. L. 105-368, §903(a)(2), added par.
3).

DEADLINE FOR PRESCRIBING STANDARDS

Pub. L. 105-368, title IX, §903(b), Nov. 11, 1998, 112
Stat. 3361, provided that: ‘“The standards of job per-
formance required by paragraph (3) of section 1706(b) of
title 38, United States Code, as added by subsection (a),
shall be prescribed not later than January 1, 1999.”’
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§1707. Limitations

(a) Funds appropriated to carry out this chap-
ter may not be used for purposes that are incon-
sistent with the Assisted Suicide Funding Re-
striction Act of 1997 (42 U.S.C. 14401 et seq.).

(b) The Secretary may furnish sensori-neural
aids only in accordance with guidelines pre-
scribed by the Secretary.

(Added Pub. L. 105-12, §9()(1), Apr. 30, 1997, 111
Stat. 27; amended Pub. L. 107-135, title II,
§208(a)(2), ()(2), Jan. 23, 2002, 115 Stat. 2462, 2464;
Pub. L. 107-330, title III, §308(g)(5), Dec. 6, 2002,
116 Stat. 2829.)

REFERENCES IN TEXT

The Assisted Suicide Funding Restriction Act of 1997,
referred to in subsec. (a), is Pub. L. 105-12, Apr. 30, 1997,
111 Stat. 23, which is classified principally to chapter
138 (§14401 et seq.) of Title 42, The Public Health and
Welfare. For complete classification of this Act to the
Code, see Short Title note set out under section 14401
of Title 42.

AMENDMENTS

2002—Pub. L. 107-135, §208(f)(2), substituted ‘“‘Limita-
tions” for ‘‘Restriction on use of funds for assisted sui-
cide, euthanasia, or mercy killing”’ as section catch-
line.

Pub. L. 107-135, §208(a)(2), designated existing provi-
sions as subsec. (a) and added subsec. (b).

Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 107-330 inserted ‘‘(42 U.S.C. 14401
et seq.)” before period at end.

EFFECTIVE DATE

Section effective Apr. 30, 1997, and applicable to Fed-
eral payments made pursuant to obligations incurred
after Apr. 30, 1997, for items and services provided on or
after such date, subject to also being applicable with
respect to contracts entered into, renewed, or extended
after Apr. 30, 1997, as well as contracts entered into be-
fore Apr. 30, 1997, to the extent permitted under such
contracts, see section 11 of Pub. L. 105-12, set out as a
note under section 14401 of Title 42, The Public Health
and Welfare.

§1708. Temporary lodging

(a) The Secretary may furnish persons de-
scribed in subsection (b) with temporary lodging
in a Fisher house or other appropriate facility in
connection with the examination, treatment, or
care of a veteran under this chapter or, as pro-
vided for under subsection (e)(5), in connection
with benefits administered under this title.

(b) Persons to whom the Secretary may pro-
vide lodging under subsection (a) are the follow-
ing:
(1) A veteran who must travel a significant
distance to receive care or services under this
title.

(2) A member of the family of a veteran and
others who accompany a veteran and provide
the equivalent of familial support for such vet-
eran.

(c) In this section, the term ‘‘Fisher house”
means a housing facility that—

(1) is located at, or in proximity to, a De-
partment medical facility;

(2) is available for residential use on a tem-
porary basis by patients of that facility and
others described in subsection (b)(2); and

(3) is constructed by, and donated to the Sec-
retary by, the Zachary and Elizabeth M. Fish-
er Armed Services Foundation.
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(d) The Secretary may establish charges for
providing lodging under this section. The pro-
ceeds from such charges shall be credited to the
medical services account and shall be available
until expended for the purposes of providing
such lodging.

(e) The Secretary shall prescribe regulations
to carry out this section. Such regulations shall
include provisions—

(1) limiting the duration of lodging provided
under this section;

(2) establishing standards and criteria under
which charges are established for such lodging
under subsection (d);

(3) establishing criteria for persons consid-
ered to be accompanying a veteran under sub-
section (b)(2);

(4) establishing criteria for the use of the
premises of temporary lodging facilities under
this section; and

(5) establishing any other limitations, condi-
tions, and priorities that the Secretary consid-
ers appropriate with respect to lodging under
this section.

(Added Pub. L. 106419, title II, §221(a), Nov. 1,
2000, 114 Stat. 1844; amended Pub. L. 110-387, title
IX, §901(a)(8), Oct. 10, 2008, 122 Stat. 4142.)

AMENDMENTS

2008—Subsec. (d). Pub. L. 110-387 substituted ‘“‘medical
services account” for ‘‘medical care account’’.

SUBCHAPTER II—HOSPITAL, NURSING
HOME, OR DOMICILIARY CARE AND MED-
ICAL TREATMENT

AMENDMENTS

1976—Pub. L. 94-581, title II, §202(c), Oct. 21, 1976, 90
Stat. 28565, inserted ‘‘, NURSING HOME,” in subchapter
heading.

§1710. Eligibility for hospital, nursing home, and
domiciliary care

(a)(1) The Secretary (subject to paragraph (4))
shall furnish hospital care and medical services
which the Secretary determines to be needed—

(A) to any veteran for a service-connected
disability; and

(B) to any veteran who has a service-con-
nected disability rated at 50 percent or more.

(2) The Secretary (subject to paragraph (4))
shall furnish hospital care and medical services,
and may furnish nursing home care, which the
Secretary determines to be needed to any vet-
eran—

(A) who has a compensable service-con-
nected disability rated less than 50 percent or,
with respect to nursing home care during any
period during which the provisions of section
1710A(a) of this title are in effect, a compen-
sable service-connected disability rated less
than 70 percent;

(B) whose discharge or release from active
military, naval, or air service was for a dis-
ability that was incurred or aggravated in the
line of duty;

(C) who is in receipt of, or who, but for a sus-
pension pursuant to section 1151 of this title
(or both a suspension and the receipt of retired
pay), would be entitled to disability compensa-
tion, but only to the extent that such veter-
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an’s continuing eligibility for such care is pro-
vided for in the judgment or settlement pro-
vided for in such section;

(D) who is a former prisoner of war or who
was awarded the Purple Heart;

(E) who is a veteran of the Mexican border
period or of World War I;

(F) who was exposed to a toxic substance, ra-
diation, or other conditions, as provided in
subsection (e); or

(G) who is unable to defray the expenses of
necessary care as determined under section
1722(a) of this title.

(3) In the case of a veteran who is not de-
scribed in paragraphs (1) and (2), the Secretary
may, to the extent resources and facilities are
available and subject to the provisions of sub-
sections (f) and (g), furnish hospital care, medi-
cal services, and nursing home care which the
Secretary determines to be needed.

(4) The requirement in paragraphs (1) and (2)
that the Secretary furnish hospital care and
medical services, the requirement in section
1710A(a) of this title that the Secretary provide
nursing home care, the requirement in section
1710B of this title that the Secretary provide a
program of extended care services, and the re-
quirement in section 1745 of this title to provide
nursing home care and prescription medicines to
veterans with service-connected disabilities in
State homes shall be effective in any fiscal year
only to the extent and in the amount provided
in advance in appropriations Acts for such pur-
poses.

(5) During any period during which the provi-
sions of section 1710A(a) of this title are not in
effect, the Secretary may furnish nursing home
care which the Secretary determines is needed
to any veteran described in paragraph (1), with
the priority for such care on the same basis as
if provided under that paragraph.

(b)(1) The Secretary may furnish to a veteran
described in paragraph (2) of this subsection
such domiciliary care as the Secretary deter-
mines is needed for the purpose of the furnishing
of medical services to the veteran.

(2) This subsection applies in the case of the
following veterans:

(A) Any veteran whose annual income (as de-
termined under section 1503 of this title) does
not exceed the maximum annual rate of pen-
sion that would be applicable to the veteran if
the veteran were eligible for pension under
section 1521(d) of this title.

(B) Any veteran who the Secretary deter-
mines has no adequate means of support.

(c) While any veteran is receiving hospital
care or nursing home care in any Department
facility, the Secretary may, within the limits of
Department facilities, furnish medical services
to correct or treat any non-service-connected
disability of such veteran, in addition to treat-
ment incident to the disability for which such
veteran is hospitalized, if the veteran is willing,
and the Secretary finds such services to be rea-
sonably necessary to protect the health of such
veteran. The Secretary may furnish dental serv-
ices and treatment, and related dental appli-
ances, under this subsection for a non-service-
connected dental condition or disability of a
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