§3118

§3118. Personnel training,
qualifications

development, and

(a) The Secretary shall provide a program of
ongoing professional training and development
for Department of Veterans Affairs counseling
and rehabilitation personnel engaged in provid-
ing rehabilitation services under this chapter.
The objective of such training shall be to insure
that rehabilitation services for disabled veter-
ans are provided in accordance with the most
advanced knowledge, methods, and techniques
available for the rehabilitation of handicapped
persons. For this purpose, the Secretary may
employ the services of consultants and may
make grants to and contract with public or pri-
vate agencies (including institutions of higher
learning) to conduct such training and develop-
ment.

(b) The Secretary shall coordinate with the
Commissioner of the Rehabilitation Services
Administration in the Department of Education
and the Assistant Secretary for Veterans’ Em-
ployment in the Department of Labor in plan-
ning and carrying out personnel training in
areas of mutual programmatic concern.

(¢c) Notwithstanding any other provision of
law, the Secretary shall establish such qualifica-
tions for personnel providing evaluation and re-
habilitation services to veterans under this
chapter and for employees performing the func-
tions described in section 3106(f) of this title as
the Secretary determines are necessary and ap-
propriate to insure the quality of rehabilitation
programs under this chapter. In establishing
such qualifications, the Secretary shall take
into account the qualifications established for
comparable personnel under the Rehabilitation
Act of 1973 (29 U.S.C. ch. 16).

(Added Pub. L. 96-466, title I, §101(a), Oct. 17,
1980, 94 Stat. 2184, §1518; amended Pub. L.
101-237, title IV, §423(b)(1), Dec. 18, 1989, 103 Stat.
2092; renumbered §3118 and amended Pub. L.
102-83, §5(a), (c)(1), Aug. 6, 1991, 105 Stat. 406;
Pub. L. 104-275, title I, §101(f)(2)(C), Oct. 9, 1996,
110 Stat. 3325.)

REFERENCES IN TEXT

The Rehabilitation Act of 1973 (29 U.S.C. ch. 16), re-
ferred to in subsec. (c¢), is Pub. L. 93-112, Sept. 26, 1973,
87 Stat. 355, as amended, which is classified generally
to chapter 16 (§701 et seq.) of Title 29, Labor. For com-
plete classification of this Act to the Code, see Short
Title note set out under section 701 of Title 29 and
Tables.

PRIOR PROVISIONS

Prior section 3118 was renumbered section 5318 of this
title.

AMENDMENTS

1996—Subsec. (c). Pub. L. 104-275 substituted ‘‘3106(f)”’
for ‘“3106(e)”".

1991—Pub. L. 102-83, §5(a), renumbered section 1518 of
this title as this section.

Subsec. (c). Pub. L.
¢¢3106(e)”’ for ‘“1506(e)”’.

1989—Pub. L. 101-237 substituted ‘Secretary’” and
“Department of Veterans Affairs” for ‘‘Administrator”’
and ‘‘Veterans’ Administration’, respectively, wher-
ever appearing.

102-83, §5(c)(1), substituted
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EFFECTIVE DATE

Section effective Oct. 1, 1980, see section 802(a)(2) of
Pub. L. 96-466, set out as a note under section 3100 of
this title.

§3119. Rehabilitation research and
projects

special

(a) The Secretary shall carry out an ongoing
program of activities for the purpose of advanc-
ing the knowledge, methods, techniques, and re-
sources available for use in rehabilitation pro-
grams for veterans. For this purpose, the Sec-
retary shall conduct and provide support for the
development or conduct, or both the develop-
ment and conduct, of—

(1) studies and research concerning the psy-
chological, educational, employment, social,
vocational, industrial, and economic aspects
of the rehabilitation of disabled veterans, in-
cluding new methods of rehabilitation; and

(2) projects which are designed to increase
the resources and potential for accomplishing
the rehabilitation of disabled veterans.

(b) For the purpose specified in subsection (a)
of this section, the Secretary is authorized to
make grants to or contract with public or non-
profit agencies, including institutions of higher
learning.

(c) The Secretary shall cooperate with the
Commissioner of the Rehabilitation Services
Administration and the Director of the Institute
of Handicapped Research in the Department of
Education, the Assistant Secretary for Veter-
ans’ Employment in the Department of Labor,
and the Secretary of Health and Human Services
regarding rehabilitation studies, research, and
special projects of mutual programmatic con-
cern.

(Added Pub. L. 96-466, title I, §101(a), Oct. 17,
1980, 94 Stat. 2184, §1519; amended Pub. L.
101-237, title IV, §423(b)(1)(A), Dec. 18, 1989, 103
Stat. 2092; renumbered §3119, Pub. L. 102-83,
§5(a), Aug. 6, 1991, 105 Stat. 406.)

AMENDMENTS

1991—Pub. L. 102-83 renumbered section 1519 of this
title as this section.

1989—Pub. L. 101-237 substituted ‘‘Secretary’ for ‘“Ad-
ministrator’” wherever appearing.

EFFECTIVE DATE

Section effective Oct. 1, 1980, see section 802(a)(2) of
Pub. L. 96-466, set out as a note under section 3100 of
this title.

§3120. Program of independent living services
and assistance

(a) The Secretary may, under contracts with
entities described in subsection (f) of this sec-
tion, or through facilities of the Veterans
Health Administration, which possess a dem-
onstrated capability to conduct programs of
independent living services for severely handi-
capped persons, provide, under regulations
which the Secretary shall prescribe, programs of
independent living services and assistance under
this chapter, in various geographic regions of
the United States, to veterans described in sub-
section (b) of this section.

(b) A program of independent living services
and assistance may be made available under this
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