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CODIFICATION 

Pub. L. 110–234 and Pub. L. 110–246 enacted identical 

sections. Pub. L. 110–234 was repealed by section 4(a) of 

Pub. L. 110–246. 

§ 15305. Meetings 

(a) INITIAL MEETING.—Each Commission shall 

hold an initial meeting not later than 180 days 

after the date of the enactment of this section. 

(b) ANNUAL MEETING.—Each Commission shall 

conduct at least 1 meeting each year with the 

Federal Cochairperson and at least a majority of 

the State members present. 

(c) ADDITIONAL MEETINGS.—Each Commission 

shall conduct additional meetings at such times 

as it determines and may conduct such meetings 

by electronic means. 

(Added Pub. L. 110–234, title XIV, § 14217(a)(2), 

May 22, 2008, 122 Stat. 1473, and Pub. L. 110–246, 

§ 4(a), title XIV, § 14217(a)(2), June 18, 2008, 122 

Stat. 1664, 2235.) 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

The date of the enactment of this section, referred to 

in subsec. (a), is the date of enactment of Pub. L. 

110–246, which was approved June 18, 2008. 

CODIFICATION 

Pub. L. 110–234 and Pub. L. 110–246 enacted identical 

sections. Pub. L. 110–234 was repealed by section 4(a) of 

Pub. L. 110–246. 

§ 15306. Personal financial interests 

(a) CONFLICTS OF INTEREST.— 

(1) NO ROLE ALLOWED.—Except as permitted 

by paragraph (2), an individual who is a State 

member or alternate, or an officer or employee 

of a Commission, shall not participate person-

ally and substantially as a member, alternate, 

officer, or employee of the Commission, 

through decision, approval, disapproval, rec-

ommendation, request for a ruling, or other 

determination, contract, claim, controversy, 

or other matter in which, to the individual’s 

knowledge, any of the following has a finan-

cial interest: 

(A) The individual. 

(B) The individual’s spouse, minor child, or 

partner. 

(C) An organization (except a State or po-

litical subdivision of a State) in which the 

individual is serving as an officer, director, 

trustee, partner, or employee. 

(D) Any person or organization with whom 

the individual is negotiating or has any ar-

rangement concerning prospective employ-

ment. 

(2) EXCEPTION.—Paragraph (1) shall not 

apply if the individual, in advance of the pro-

ceeding, application, request for a ruling or 

other determination, contract, claim con-

troversy, or other particular matter present-

ing a potential conflict of interest— 

(A) advises the Commission of the nature 

and circumstances of the matter presenting 

the conflict of interest; 

(B) makes full disclosure of the financial 

interest; and 

(C) receives a written decision of the Com-

mission that the interest is not so substan-

tial as to be considered likely to affect the 

integrity of the services that the Commis-

sion may expect from the individual. 

(3) VIOLATION.—An individual violating this 

subsection shall be fined under title 18, impris-

oned for not more than 1 year, or both. 

(b) STATE MEMBER OR ALTERNATE.—A State 

member or alternate member may not receive 

any salary, or any contribution to, or supple-

mentation of, salary, for services on a Commis-

sion from a source other than the State of the 

member or alternate. 

(c) DETAILED EMPLOYEES.— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—No person detailed to serve 

a Commission shall receive any salary, or any 

contribution to, or supplementation of, salary, 

for services provided to the Commission from 

any source other than the State, local, or 

intergovernmental department or agency from 

which the person was detailed to the Commis-

sion. 

(2) VIOLATION.—Any person that violates this 

subsection shall be fined under title 18, impris-

oned not more than 1 year, or both. 

(d) FEDERAL COCHAIRMAN, ALTERNATE TO FED-

ERAL COCHAIRMAN, AND FEDERAL OFFICERS AND 

EMPLOYEES.—The Federal Cochairman, the al-

ternate to the Federal Cochairman, and any 

Federal officer or employee detailed to duty 

with the Commission are not subject to this sec-

tion but remain subject to sections 202 through 

209 of title 18. 

(e) RESCISSION.—A Commission may declare 

void any contract, loan, or grant of or by the 

Commission in relation to which the Commis-

sion determines that there has been a violation 

of any provision under subsection (a)(1), (b), or 

(c), or any of the provisions of sections 202 

through 209 of title 18. 

(Added Pub. L. 110–234, title XIV, § 14217(a)(2), 

May 22, 2008, 122 Stat. 1473, and Pub. L. 110–246, 

§ 4(a), title XIV, § 14217(a)(2), June 18, 2008, 122 

Stat. 1664, 2235.) 

CODIFICATION 

Pub. L. 110–234 and Pub. L. 110–246 enacted identical 

sections. Pub. L. 110–234 was repealed by section 4(a) of 

Pub. L. 110–246. 

§ 15307. Tribal participation 

Governments of Indian tribes in the region of 

the Southwest Border Regional Commission 

shall be allowed to participate in matters before 

that Commission in the same manner and to the 

same extent as State agencies and instrumental-

ities in the region. 

(Added Pub. L. 110–234, title XIV, § 14217(a)(2), 

May 22, 2008, 122 Stat. 1474, and Pub. L. 110–246, 

§ 4(a), title XIV, § 14217(a)(2), June 18, 2008, 122 

Stat. 1664, 2236.) 

CODIFICATION 

Pub. L. 110–234 and Pub. L. 110–246 enacted identical 

sections. Pub. L. 110–234 was repealed by section 4(a) of 

Pub. L. 110–246. 

§ 15308. Annual report 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 90 days after 

the last day of each fiscal year, each Commis-
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1 So in original. Probably should be ‘‘155’’. Another chapter 3 is 

set out in subtitle I of this title. 

sion shall submit to the President and Congress 

a report on the activities carried out by the 

Commission under this subtitle in the fiscal 

year. 
(b) CONTENTS.—The report shall include— 

(1) a description of the criteria used by the 

Commission to designate counties under sec-

tion 15702 and a list of the counties designated 

in each category; 
(2) an evaluation of the progress of the Com-

mission in meeting the goals identified in the 

Commission’s economic and infrastructure de-

velopment plan under section 15303 and State 

economic and infrastructure development 

plans under section 15502; and 
(3) any policy recommendations approved by 

the Commission. 

(Added Pub. L. 110–234, title XIV, § 14217(a)(2), 

May 22, 2008, 122 Stat. 1474, and Pub. L. 110–246, 

§ 4(a), title XIV, § 14217(a)(2), June 18, 2008, 122 

Stat. 1664, 2236.) 

CODIFICATION 

Pub. L. 110–234 and Pub. L. 110–246 enacted identical 

sections. Pub. L. 110–234 was repealed by section 4(a) of 

Pub. L. 110–246. 

CHAPTER 31—FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE 

Sec. 

15501. Economic and infrastructure development 

grants. 
15502. Comprehensive economic and infrastructure 

development plans. 
15503. Approval of applications for assistance. 
15504. Program development criteria. 
15505. Local development districts and organiza-

tions. 
15506. Supplements to Federal grant programs. 

§ 15501. Economic and infrastructure develop-
ment grants 

(a) IN GENERAL.—A Commission may make 

grants to States and local governments, Indian 

tribes, and public and nonprofit organizations 

for projects, approved in accordance with sec-

tion 15503— 
(1) to develop the transportation infrastruc-

ture of its region; 
(2) to develop the basic public infrastructure 

of its region; 
(3) to develop the telecommunications infra-

structure of its region; 
(4) to assist its region in obtaining job skills 

training, skills development and employment- 

related education, entrepreneurship, tech-

nology, and business development; 
(5) to provide assistance to severely eco-

nomically distressed and underdeveloped areas 

of its region that lack financial resources for 

improving basic health care and other public 

services; 
(6) to promote resource conservation, tour-

ism, recreation, and preservation of open 

space in a manner consistent with economic 

development goals; 
(7) to promote the development of renewable 

and alternative energy sources; and 
(8) to otherwise achieve the purposes of this 

subtitle. 

(b) ALLOCATION OF FUNDS.—A Commission 

shall allocate at least 40 percent of any grant 

amounts provided by the Commission in a fiscal 

year for projects described in paragraphs (1) 

through (3) of subsection (a). 
(c) SOURCES OF GRANTS.—Grant amounts may 

be provided entirely from appropriations to 

carry out this subtitle, in combination with 

amounts available under other Federal grant 

programs, or from any other source. 
(d) MAXIMUM COMMISSION CONTRIBUTIONS.— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—Subject to paragraphs (2) 

and (3), the Commission may contribute not 

more than 50 percent of a project or activity 

cost eligible for financial assistance under this 

section from amounts appropriated to carry 

out this subtitle. 
(2) DISTRESSED COUNTIES.—The maximum 

Commission contribution for a project or ac-

tivity to be carried out in a county for which 

a distressed county designation is in effect 

under section 15702 may be increased to 80 per-

cent. 
(3) SPECIAL RULE FOR REGIONAL PROJECTS.—A 

Commission may increase to 60 percent under 

paragraph (1) and 90 percent under paragraph 

(2) the maximum Commission contribution for 

a project or activity if— 
(A) the project or activity involves 3 or 

more counties or more than one State; and 
(B) the Commission determines in accord-

ance with section 15302(a) that the project or 

activity will bring significant interstate or 

multicounty benefits to a region. 

(e) MAINTENANCE OF EFFORT.—Funds may be 

provided by a Commission for a program or 

project in a State under this section only if the 

Commission determines that the level of Fed-

eral or State financial assistance provided under 

a law other than this subtitle, for the same type 

of program or project in the same area of the 

State within region, will not be reduced as a re-

sult of funds made available by this subtitle. 
(f) NO RELOCATION ASSISTANCE.—Financial as-

sistance authorized by this section may not be 

used to assist a person or entity in relocating 

from one area to another. 

(Added Pub. L. 110–234, title XIV, § 14217(a)(2), 

May 22, 2008, 122 Stat. 1474, and Pub. L. 110–246, 

§ 4(a), title XIV, § 14217(a)(2), June 18, 2008, 122 

Stat. 1664, 2236.) 

CODIFICATION 

Pub. L. 110–234 and Pub. L. 110–246 enacted identical 

sections. Pub. L. 110–234 was repealed by section 4(a) of 

Pub. L. 110–246. 

EFFECTIVE DATE 

Chapter effective on the first day of the first fiscal 

year beginning after June 18, 2008, see section 14217(d) 

of Pub. L. 110–246, set out as a note under section 15101 

of this title. 

§ 15502. Comprehensive economic and infrastruc-
ture development plans 

(a) STATE PLANS.—In accordance with policies 

established by a Commission, each State mem-

ber of the Commission shall submit a compre-

hensive economic and infrastructure develop-

ment plan for the area of the region represented 

by the State member. 
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