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1 So in original. Probably should be ‘‘anticipated’’. 
2 So in original. Section was enacted without an opening paren-

thesis. 

Pub. L. 101–549, which is set out as a note under section 
6921 of this title. 

The Solid Waste Disposal Act, referred to in subsec. 
(g)(6), is title II of Pub. L. 89–272, Oct. 20, 1965, 79 Stat. 
997, as amended generally by Pub. L. 94–580, § 2, Oct. 21, 
1976, 90 Stat. 2795, which is classified generally to chap-
ter 82 (§ 6901 et seq.) of this title. For complete classi-
fication of this Act to the Code, see Short Title note 
set out under section 6901 of this title and Tables. 

REVIEW OF ACID GAS SCRUBBING REQUIREMENTS 

Section 305(c) of Pub. L. 101–549 provided that: ‘‘Prior 
to the promulgation of any performance standard for 
solid waste incineration units combusting municipal 
waste under section 111 or section 129 of the Clean Air 
Act [42 U.S.C. 7411, 7429], the Administrator shall re-
view the availability of acid gas scrubbers as a pollu-
tion control technology for small new units and for ex-
isting units (as defined in 54 Federal Register 52190 (De-
cember 20, 1989)[)], taking into account the provisions 
of subsection (a)(2) of section 129 of the Clean Air Act.’’ 

§ 7430. Emission factors 

Within 6 months after November 15, 1990, and 
at least every 3 years thereafter, the Adminis-
trator shall review and, if necessary, revise, the 
methods (‘‘emission factors’’) used for purposes 
of this chapter to estimate the quantity of emis-
sions of carbon monoxide, volatile organic com-
pounds, and oxides of nitrogen from sources of 
such air pollutants (including area sources and 
mobile sources). In addition, the Administrator 
shall establish emission factors for sources for 
which no such methods have previously been es-
tablished by the Administrator. The Adminis-
trator shall permit any person to demonstrate 
improved emissions estimating techniques, and 
following approval of such techniques, the Ad-
ministrator shall authorize the use of such tech-
niques. Any such technique may be approved 
only after appropriate public participation. 
Until the Administrator has completed the revi-
sion required by this section, nothing in this 
section shall be construed to affect the validity 
of emission factors established by the Adminis-
trator before November 15, 1990. 

(July 14, 1955, ch. 360, title I, § 130, as added Pub. 
L. 101–549, title VIII, § 804, Nov. 15, 1990, 104 Stat. 
2689.) 

§ 7431. Land use authority 

Nothing in this chapter constitutes an in-
fringement on the existing authority of counties 
and cities to plan or control land use, and noth-
ing in this chapter provides or transfers author-
ity over such land use. 

(July 14, 1955, ch. 360, title I, § 131, as added Pub. 
L. 101–549, title VIII, § 805, Nov. 15, 1990, 104 Stat. 
2689.) 

PART B—OZONE PROTECTION 

§§ 7450 to 7459. Repealed. Pub. L. 101–549, title 
VI, § 601, Nov. 15, 1990, 104 Stat. 2648 

Section 7450, act July 14, 1955, ch. 360, title I, § 150, as 
added Aug. 7, 1977, Pub. L. 95–95, title I, § 126, 91 Stat. 
725, set forth Congressional declaration of purpose. 

Section 7451, act July 14, 1955, ch. 360, title I, § 151, as 
added Aug. 7, 1977, Pub. L. 95–95, title I, § 126, 91 Stat. 
726, set forth Congressional findings. 

Section 7452, act July 14, 1955, ch. 360, title I, § 152, as 
added Aug. 7, 1977, Pub. L. 95–95, title I, § 126, 91 Stat. 
726, set forth definitions applicable to this part. 

Section 7453, act July 14, 1955, ch. 360, title I, § 153, as 
added Aug. 7, 1977, Pub. L. 95–95, title I, § 126, 91 Stat. 
726, related to studies by Environmental Protection 
Agency. 

Section 7454, act July 14, 1955, ch. 360, title I, § 154, as 
added Aug. 7, 1977, Pub. L. 95–95, title I, § 126, 91 Stat. 
728; amended Pub. L. 96–88, title V, § 509(b), Oct. 17, 1979, 
93 Stat. 695, related to research and monitoring activi-
ties by Federal agencies. 

Section 7455, act July 14, 1955, ch. 360, title I, § 155, as 
added Aug. 7, 1977, Pub. L. 95–95, title I, § 126, 91 Stat. 
729, related to reports on progress of regulation. 

Section 7456, act July 14, 1955, ch. 360, title I, § 156, as 
added Aug. 7, 1977, Pub. L. 95–95, title I, § 126, 91 Stat. 
729, authorized President to enter into international 
agreements to foster cooperative research. 

Section 7457, act July 14, 1955, ch. 360, title I, § 157, as 
added Aug. 7, 1977, Pub. L. 95–95, title I, § 126, 91 Stat. 
729, related to promulgation of regulations. 

Section 7458, act July 14, 1955, ch. 360, title I, § 158, as 
added Aug. 7, 1977, Pub. L. 95–95, title I, § 126, 91 Stat. 
730, set forth other provisions of law that would be un-
affected by this part. 

Section 7459, act July 14, 1955, ch. 360, title I, § 159, as 
added Aug. 7, 1977, Pub. L. 95–95, title I, § 126, 91 Stat. 
730, related to authority of States to protect the strato-
sphere. 

SIMILAR PROVISIONS 

For provisions relating to stratospheric ozone protec-
tion, see section 7671 et seq. of this title. 

PART C—PREVENTION OF SIGNIFICANT 
DETERIORATION OF AIR QUALITY 

SUBPART I—CLEAN AIR 

§ 7470. Congressional declaration of purpose 

The purposes of this part are as follows: 
(1) to protect public health and welfare from 

any actual or potential adverse effect which in 
the Administrator’s judgment may reasonably 
be anticipate 1 to occur from air pollution or 
from exposures to pollutants in other media, 
which pollutants originate as emissions to the 
ambient air) 2, notwithstanding attainment 
and maintenance of all national ambient air 
quality standards; 

(2) to preserve, protect, and enhance the air 
quality in national parks, national wilderness 
areas, national monuments, national sea-
shores, and other areas of special national or 
regional natural, recreational, scenic, or his-
toric value; 

(3) to insure that economic growth will 
occur in a manner consistent with the preser-
vation of existing clean air resources; 

(4) to assure that emissions from any source 
in any State will not interfere with any por-
tion of the applicable implementation plan to 
prevent significant deterioration of air quality 
for any other State; and 

(5) to assure that any decision to permit in-
creased air pollution in any area to which this 
section applies is made only after careful eval-
uation of all the consequences of such a deci-
sion and after adequate procedural opportuni-
ties for informed public participation in the 
decisionmaking process. 

(July 14, 1955, ch. 360, title I, § 160, as added Pub. 
L. 95–95, title I, § 127(a), Aug. 7, 1977, 91 Stat. 731.) 
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EFFECTIVE DATE 

Subpart effective Aug. 7, 1977, except as otherwise ex-
pressly provided, see section 406(d) of Pub. L. 95–95, set 
out as an Effective Date of 1977 Amendment note under 
section 7401 of this title. 

GUIDANCE DOCUMENT 

Section 127(c) of Pub. L. 95–95 required Adminis-
trator, not later than 1 year after Aug. 7, 1977, to pub-
lish a guidance document to assist States in carrying 
out their functions under part C of title I of the Clean 
Air Act (this part) with respect to pollutants for which 
national ambient air quality standards are promul-
gated. 

STUDY AND REPORT ON PROGRESS MADE IN PROGRAM 
RELATING TO SIGNIFICANT DETERIORATION OF AIR 
QUALITY 

Section 127(d) of Pub. L. 95–95 directed Administrator, 
not later than 2 years after Aug. 7, 1977, to complete a 
study and report to Congress on progress made in car-
rying out part C of title I of the Clean Air Act (this 
part) and the problems associated in carrying out such 
section. 

§ 7471. Plan requirements 

In accordance with the policy of section 
7401(b)(1) of this title, each applicable implemen-
tation plan shall contain emission limitations 
and such other measures as may be necessary, as 
determined under regulations promulgated 
under this part, to prevent significant deteriora-
tion of air quality in each region (or portion 
thereof) designated pursuant to section 7407 of 
this title as attainment or unclassifiable. 

(July 14, 1955, ch. 360, title I, § 161, as added Pub. 
L. 95–95, title I, § 127(a), Aug. 7, 1977, 91 Stat. 731; 
amended Pub. L. 101–549, title I, § 110(1), Nov. 15, 
1990, 104 Stat. 2470.) 

AMENDMENTS 

1990—Pub. L. 101–549 substituted ‘‘designated pursu-
ant to section 7407 of this title as attainment or un-
classifiable’’ for ‘‘identified pursuant to section 
7407(d)(1)(D) or (E) of this title’’. 

§ 7472. Initial classifications 

(a) Areas designated as class I 

Upon the enactment of this part, all— 
(1) international parks, 
(2) national wilderness areas which exceed 

5,000 acres in size, 
(3) national memorial parks which exceed 

5,000 acres in size, and 
(4) national parks which exceed six thousand 

acres in size, 

and which are in existence on August 7, 1977, 
shall be class I areas and may not be redesig-
nated. All areas which were redesignated as 
class I under regulations promulgated before 
August 7, 1977, shall be class I areas which may 
be redesignated as provided in this part. The ex-
tent of the areas designated as Class I under this 
section shall conform to any changes in the 
boundaries of such areas which have occurred 
subsequent to August 7, 1977, or which may 
occur subsequent to November 15, 1990. 

(b) Areas designated as class II 

All areas in such State designated pursuant to 
section 7407(d) of this title as attainment or un-
classifiable which are not established as class I 

under subsection (a) of this section shall be class 
II areas unless redesignated under section 7474 of 
this title. 

(July 14, 1955, ch. 360, title I, § 162, as added Pub. 
L. 95–95, title I, § 127(a), Aug. 7, 1977, 91 Stat. 731; 
amended Pub. L. 95–190, § 14(a)(40), Nov. 16, 1977, 
91 Stat. 1401; Pub. L. 101–549, title I, §§ 108(m), 
110(2), Nov. 15, 1990, 104 Stat. 2469, 2470.) 

AMENDMENTS 

1990—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 101–549, § 108(m), inserted at 
end ‘‘The extent of the areas designated as Class I 
under this section shall conform to any changes in the 
boundaries of such areas which have occurred subse-
quent to August 7, 1977, or which may occur subsequent 
to November 15, 1990.’’ 

Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 101–549, § 110(2), substituted ‘‘des-
ignated pursuant to section 7407(d) of this title as at-
tainment or unclassifiable’’ for ‘‘identified pursuant to 
section 7407(d)(1)(D) or (E) of this title’’. 

1977—Subsec. (a)(4). Pub. L. 95–190 inserted a comma 
after ‘‘size’’. 

§ 7473. Increments and ceilings 

(a) Sulfur oxide and particulate matter; require-
ment that maximum allowable increases and 
maximum allowable concentrations not be 
exceeded 

In the case of sulfur oxide and particulate 
matter, each applicable implementation plan 
shall contain measures assuring that maximum 
allowable increases over baseline concentrations 
of, and maximum allowable concentrations of, 
such pollutant shall not be exceeded. In the case 
of any maximum allowable increase (except an 
allowable increase specified under section 
7475(d)(2)(C)(iv) of this title) for a pollutant 
based on concentrations permitted under na-
tional ambient air quality standards for any pe-
riod other than an annual period, such regula-
tions shall permit such maximum allowable in-
crease to be exceeded during one such period per 
year. 

(b) Maximum allowable increases in concentra-
tions over baseline concentrations 

(1) For any class I area, the maximum allow-
able increase in concentrations of sulfur dioxide 
and particulate matter over the baseline con-
centration of such pollutants shall not exceed 
the following amounts: 

Pollutant Maximum allowable increase (in 

micrograms per cubic meter) 

Particulate matter: 
Annual geometric mean ................................... 5 
Twenty-four-hour maximum............................ 10 

Sulfur dioxide: 
Annual arithmetic mean .................................. 2 
Twenty-four-hour maximum............................ 5 
Three-hour maximum....................................... 25 

(2) For any class II area, the maximum allow-
able increase in concentrations of sulfur dioxide 
and particulate matter over the baseline con-
centration of such pollutants shall not exceed 
the following amounts: 

Pollutant Maximum allowable increase (in 

micrograms per cubic meter) 

Particulate matter: 
Annual geometric mean.................................. 19 
Twenty-four-hour maximum .......................... 37 

Sulfur dioxide: 
Annual arithmetic mean................................. 20 
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Twenty-four-hour maximum .......................... 91 
Three-hour maximum ..................................... 512 

(3) For any class III area, the maximum allow-
able increase in concentrations of sulfur dioxide 
and particulate matter over the baseline con-
centration of such pollutants shall not exceed 
the following amounts: 

Pollutant Maximum allowable increase (in 

micrograms per cubic meter) 

Particulate matter: 
Annual geometric mean.................................. 37 
Twenty-four-hour maximum .......................... 75 

Sulfur dioxide: 
Annual arithmetic mean................................. 40 
Twenty-four-hour maximum .......................... 182 
Three-hour maximum ..................................... 700 

(4) The maximum allowable concentration of 
any air pollutant in any area to which this part 
applies shall not exceed a concentration for such 
pollutant for each period of exposure equal to— 

(A) the concentration permitted under the 
national secondary ambient air quality stand-
ard, or 

(B) the concentration permitted under the 
national primary ambient air quality stand-
ard, 

whichever concentration is lowest for such pol-
lutant for such period of exposure. 

(c) Orders or rules for determining compliance 
with maximum allowable increases in ambi-
ent concentrations of air pollutants 

(1) In the case of any State which has a plan 
approved by the Administrator for purposes of 
carrying out this part, the Governor of such 
State may, after notice and opportunity for pub-
lic hearing, issue orders or promulgate rules 
providing that for purposes of determining com-
pliance with the maximum allowable increases 
in ambient concentrations of an air pollutant, 
the following concentrations of such pollutant 
shall not be taken into account: 

(A) concentrations of such pollutant attrib-
utable to the increase in emissions from sta-
tionary sources which have converted from 
the use of petroleum products, or natural gas, 
or both, by reason of an order which is in ef-
fect under the provisions of sections 792(a) and 
(b) of title 15 (or any subsequent legislation 
which supersedes such provisions) over the 
emissions from such sources before the effec-
tive date of such order.1 

(B) the concentrations of such pollutant at-
tributable to the increase in emissions from 
stationary sources which have converted from 
using natural gas by reason of a natural gas 
curtailment pursuant to a natural gas curtail-
ment plan in effect pursuant to the Federal 
Power Act [16 U.S.C. 791a et seq.] over the 
emissions from such sources before the effec-
tive date of such plan, 

(C) concentrations of particulate matter at-
tributable to the increase in emissions from 
construction or other temporary emission-re-
lated activities, and 

(D) the increase in concentrations attrib-
utable to new sources outside the United 
States over the concentrations attributable to 
existing sources which are included in the 

baseline concentration determined in accord-
ance with section 7479(4) of this title. 

(2) No action taken with respect to a source 
under paragraph (1)(A) or (1)(B) shall apply more 
than five years after the effective date of the 
order referred to in paragraph (1)(A) or the plan 
referred to in paragraph (1)(B), whichever is ap-
plicable. If both such order and plan are applica-
ble, no such action shall apply more than five 
years after the later of such effective dates. 

(3) No action under this subsection shall take 
effect unless the Governor submits the order or 
rule providing for such exclusion to the Admin-
istrator and the Administrator determines that 
such order or rule is in compliance with the pro-
visions of this subsection. 

(July 14, 1955, ch. 360, title I, § 163, as added Pub. 
L. 95–95, title I, § 127(a), Aug. 7, 1977, 91 Stat. 732; 
amended Pub. L. 95–190, § 14(a)(41), Nov. 16, 1977, 
91 Stat. 1401.) 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

The Federal Power Act, referred to in subsec. 
(c)(1)(B), is act June 10, 1920, ch. 285, 41 Stat. 1063, as 
amended, which is classified generally to chapter 12 
(§ 791a et seq.) of Title 16, Conservation. For complete 
classification of this Act to the Code, see section 791a 
of Title 16 and Tables. 

AMENDMENTS 

1977—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 95–190 inserted ‘‘section’’ be-
fore ‘‘7475’’. 

§ 7474. Area redesignation 

(a) Authority of States to redesignate areas 

Except as otherwise provided under subsection 
(c) of this section, a State may redesignate such 
areas as it deems appropriate as class I areas. 
The following areas may be redesignated only as 
class I or II: 

(1) an area which exceeds ten thousand acres 
in size and is a national monument, a national 
primitive area, a national preserve, a national 
recreation area, a national wild and scenic 
river, a national wildlife refuge, a national 
lakeshore or seashore, and 

(2) a national park or national wilderness 
area established after August 7, 1977, which ex-
ceeds ten thousand acres in size. 

The extent of the areas referred to in para-
graph 1 (1) and (2) shall conform to any changes 
in the boundaries of such areas which have oc-
curred subsequent to August 7, 1977, or which 
may occur subsequent to November 15, 1990. Any 
area (other than an area referred to in para-
graph (1) or (2) or an area established as class I 
under the first sentence of section 7472(a) of this 
title) may be redesignated by the State as class 
III if— 

(A) such redesignation has been specifically 
approved by the Governor of the State, after 
consultation with the appropriate Committees 
of the legislature if it is in session or with the 
leadership of the legislature if it is not in ses-
sion (unless State law provides that such re-
designation must be specifically approved by 
State legislation) and if general purpose units 
of local government representing a majority of 
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the residents of the area so redesignated enact 
legislation (including for such units of local 
government resolutions where appropriate) 
concurring in the State’s redesignation; 

(B) such redesignation will not cause, or 
contribute to, concentrations of any air pol-
lutant which exceed any maximum allowable 
increase or maximum allowable concentration 
permitted under the classification of any 
other area; and 

(C) such redesignation otherwise meets the 
requirements of this part. 

Subparagraph (A) of this paragraph shall not 
apply to area redesignations by Indian tribes. 

(b) Notice and hearing; notice to Federal land 
manager; written comments and recom-
mendations; regulations; disapproval of re-
designation 

(1)(A) Prior to redesignation of any area under 
this part, notice shall be afforded and public 
hearings shall be conducted in areas proposed to 
be redesignated and in areas which may be af-
fected by the proposed redesignation. Prior to 
any such public hearing a satisfactory descrip-
tion and analysis of the health, environmental, 
economic, social, and energy effects of the pro-
posed redesignation shall be prepared and made 
available for public inspection and prior to any 
such redesignation, the description and analysis 
of such effects shall be reviewed and examined 
by the redesignating authorities. 

(B) Prior to the issuance of notice under sub-
paragraph (A) respecting the redesignation of 
any area under this subsection, if such area in-
cludes any Federal lands, the State shall provide 
written notice to the appropriate Federal land 
manager and afford adequate opportunity (but 
not in excess of 60 days) to confer with the State 
respecting the intended notice of redesignation 
and to submit written comments and recom-
mendations with respect to such intended notice 
of redesignation. In redesignating any area 
under this section with respect to which any 
Federal land manager has submitted written 
comments and recommendations, the State 
shall publish a list of any inconsistency between 
such redesignation and such recommendations 
and an explanation of such inconsistency (to-
gether with the reasons for making such redes-
ignation against the recommendation of the 
Federal land manager). 

(C) The Administrator shall promulgate regu-
lations not later than six months after August 7, 
1977, to assure, insofar as practicable, that prior 
to any public hearing on redesignation of any 
area, there shall be available for public inspec-
tion any specific plans for any new or modified 
major emitting facility which may be permitted 
to be constructed and operated only if the area 
in question is designated or redesignated as 
class III. 

(2) The Administrator may disapprove the re-
designation of any area only if he finds, after 
notice and opportunity for public hearing, that 
such redesignation does not meet the procedural 
requirements of this section or is inconsistent 
with the requirements of section 7472(a) of this 
title or of subsection (a) of this section. If any 
such disapproval occurs, the classification of the 
area shall be that which was in effect prior to 
the redesignation which was disapproved. 

(c) Indian reservations 

Lands within the exterior boundaries of res-
ervations of federally recognized Indian tribes 
may be redesignated only by the appropriate In-
dian governing body. Such Indian governing 
body shall be subject in all respect to the provi-
sions of subsection (e) of this section. 

(d) Review of national monuments, primitive 
areas, and national preserves 

The Federal Land Manager shall review all na-
tional monuments, primitive areas, and national 
preserves, and shall recommend any appropriate 
areas for redesignation as class I where air qual-
ity related values are important attributes of 
the area. The Federal Land Manager shall report 
such recommendations, within 2 supporting 
analysis, to the Congress and the affected States 
within one year after August 7, 1977. The Federal 
Land Manager shall consult with the appro-
priate States before making such recommenda-
tions. 

(e) Resolution of disputes between State and In-
dian tribes 

If any State affected by the redesignation of 
an area by an Indian tribe or any Indian tribe af-
fected by the redesignation of an area by a State 
disagrees with such redesignation of any area, or 
if a permit is proposed to be issued for any new 
major emitting facility proposed for construc-
tion in any State which the Governor of an af-
fected State or governing body of an affected In-
dian tribe determines will cause or contribute to 
a cumulative change in air quality in excess of 
that allowed in this part within the affected 
State or tribal reservation, the Governor or In-
dian ruling body may request the Administrator 
to enter into negotiations with the parties in-
volved to resolve such dispute. If requested by 
any State or Indian tribe involved, the Adminis-
trator shall make a recommendation to resolve 
the dispute and protect the air quality related 
values of the lands involved. If the parties in-
volved do not reach agreement, the Adminis-
trator shall resolve the dispute and his deter-
mination, or the results of agreements reached 
through other means, shall become part of the 
applicable plan and shall be enforceable as part 
of such plan. In resolving such disputes relating 
to area redesignation, the Administrator shall 
consider the extent to which the lands involved 
are of sufficient size to allow effective air qual-
ity management or have air quality related val-
ues of such an area. 

(July 14, 1955, ch. 360, title I, § 164, as added Pub. 
L. 95–95, title I, § 127(a), Aug. 7, 1977, 91 Stat. 733; 
amended Pub. L. 95–190, § 14(a)(42), (43), Nov. 16, 
1977, 91 Stat. 1402; Pub. L. 101–549, title I, § 108(n), 
Nov. 15, 1990, 104 Stat. 2469.) 

AMENDMENTS 

1990—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 101–549, which directed the 
insertion of ‘‘The extent of the areas referred to in 
paragraph (1) and (2) shall conform to any changes in 
the boundaries of such areas which have occurred sub-
sequent to August 7, 1977, or which may occur subse-
quent to November 15, 1990.’’ before ‘‘Any area (other 
than an area referred to in paragraph (1) or (2))’’, was 
executed by making the insertion before ‘‘Any area 



Page 6304 TITLE 42—THE PUBLIC HEALTH AND WELFARE § 7475 

(other than an area referred to in paragraph (1) or (2)’’, 
to reflect the probable intent of Congress. 

1977—Subsec. (b)(2). Pub. L. 95–190, § 14(a)(42), inserted 
‘‘or is inconsistent with the requirements of section 
7472(a) of this title or of subsection (a) of this section’’ 
after ‘‘this section’’. 

Subsec. (e). Pub. L. 95–190, § 14(a)(43), inserted ‘‘an’’ 
after ‘‘If any State affected by the redesignation of’’. 

§ 7475. Preconstruction requirements 

(a) Major emitting facilities on which construc-
tion is commenced 

No major emitting facility on which construc-
tion is commenced after August 7, 1977, may be 
constructed in any area to which this part ap-
plies unless— 

(1) a permit has been issued for such pro-
posed facility in accordance with this part set-
ting forth emission limitations for such facil-
ity which conform to the requirements of this 
part; 

(2) the proposed permit has been subject to a 
review in accordance with this section, the re-
quired analysis has been conducted in accord-
ance with regulations promulgated by the Ad-
ministrator, and a public hearing has been 
held with opportunity for interested persons 
including representatives of the Administrator 
to appear and submit written or oral presen-
tations on the air quality impact of such 
source, alternatives thereto, control tech-
nology requirements, and other appropriate 
considerations; 

(3) the owner or operator of such facility 
demonstrates, as required pursuant to section 
7410(j) of this title, that emissions from con-
struction or operation of such facility will not 
cause, or contribute to, air pollution in excess 
of any (A) maximum allowable increase or 
maximum allowable concentration for any 
pollutant in any area to which this part ap-
plies more than one time per year, (B) na-
tional ambient air quality standard in any air 
quality control region, or (C) any other appli-
cable emission standard or standard of per-
formance under this chapter; 

(4) the proposed facility is subject to the 
best available control technology for each pol-
lutant subject to regulation under this chapter 
emitted from, or which results from, such fa-
cility; 

(5) the provisions of subsection (d) of this 
section with respect to protection of class I 
areas have been complied with for such facil-
ity; 

(6) there has been an analysis of any air 
quality impacts projected for the area as a re-
sult of growth associated with such facility; 

(7) the person who owns or operates, or pro-
poses to own or operate, a major emitting fa-
cility for which a permit is required under this 
part agrees to conduct such monitoring as 
may be necessary to determine the effect 
which emissions from any such facility may 
have, or is having, on air quality in any area 
which may be affected by emissions from such 
source; and 

(8) in the case of a source which proposes to 
construct in a class III area, emissions from 
which would cause or contribute to exceeding 
the maximum allowable increments applicable 

in a class II area and where no standard under 
section 7411 of this title has been promulgated 
subsequent to August 7, 1977, for such source 
category, the Administrator has approved the 
determination of best available technology as 
set forth in the permit. 

(b) Exception 

The demonstration pertaining to maximum al-
lowable increases required under subsection 
(a)(3) of this section shall not apply to maxi-
mum allowable increases for class II areas in the 
case of an expansion or modification of a major 
emitting facility which is in existence on Au-
gust 7, 1977, whose allowable emissions of air 
pollutants, after compliance with subsection 
(a)(4) of this section, will be less than fifty tons 
per year and for which the owner or operator of 
such facility demonstrates that emissions of 
particulate matter and sulfur oxides will not 
cause or contribute to ambient air quality levels 
in excess of the national secondary ambient air 
quality standard for either of such pollutants. 

(c) Permit applications 

Any completed permit application under sec-
tion 7410 of this title for a major emitting facil-
ity in any area to which this part applies shall 
be granted or denied not later than one year 
after the date of filing of such completed appli-
cation. 

(d) Action taken on permit applications; notice; 
adverse impact on air quality related values; 
variance; emission limitations 

(1) Each State shall transmit to the Adminis-
trator a copy of each permit application relating 
to a major emitting facility received by such 
State and provide notice to the Administrator of 
every action related to the consideration of such 
permit. 

(2)(A) The Administrator shall provide notice 
of the permit application to the Federal Land 
Manager and the Federal official charged with 
direct responsibility for management of any 
lands within a class I area which may be af-
fected by emissions from the proposed facility. 

(B) The Federal Land Manager and the Federal 
official charged with direct responsibility for 
management of such lands shall have an affirm-
ative responsibility to protect the air quality re-
lated values (including visibility) of any such 
lands within a class I area and to consider, in 
consultation with the Administrator, whether a 
proposed major emitting facility will have an 
adverse impact on such values. 

(C)(i) In any case where the Federal official 
charged with direct responsibility for manage-
ment of any lands within a class I area or the 
Federal Land Manager of such lands, or the Ad-
ministrator, or the Governor of an adjacent 
State containing such a class I area files a no-
tice alleging that emissions from a proposed 
major emitting facility may cause or contribute 
to a change in the air quality in such area and 
identifying the potential adverse impact of such 
change, a permit shall not be issued unless the 
owner or operator of such facility demonstrates 
that emissions of particulate matter and sulfur 
dioxide will not cause or contribute to con-
centrations which exceed the maximum allow-
able increases for a class I area. 
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(ii) In any case where the Federal Land Man-
ager demonstrates to the satisfaction of the 
State that the emissions from such facility will 
have an adverse impact on the air quality-relat-
ed values (including visibility) of such lands, 
notwithstanding the fact that the change in air 
quality resulting from emissions from such fa-
cility will not cause or contribute to concentra-
tions which exceed the maximum allowable in-
creases for a class I area, a permit shall not be 
issued. 

(iii) In any case where the owner or operator 
of such facility demonstrates to the satisfaction 
of the Federal Land Manager, and the Federal 
Land Manager so certifies, that the emissions 
from such facility will have no adverse impact 
on the air quality-related values of such lands 
(including visibility), notwithstanding the fact 
that the change in air quality resulting from 
emissions from such facility will cause or con-
tribute to concentrations which exceed the max-
imum allowable increases for class I areas, the 
State may issue a permit. 

(iv) In the case of a permit issued pursuant to 
clause (iii), such facility shall comply with such 
emission limitations under such permit as may 
be necessary to assure that emissions of sulfur 
oxides and particulates from such facility will 
not cause or contribute to concentrations of 
such pollutant which exceed the following maxi-
mum allowable increases over the baseline con-
centration for such pollutants: 

Maximum allowable increase (in 

micrograms per cubic meter) 

Particulate matter: 
Annual geometric mean.................................. 19 
Twenty-four-hour maximum .......................... 37 

Sulfur dioxide: 
Annual arithmetic mean................................. 20 
Twenty-four-hour maximum .......................... 91 
Three-hour maximum ..................................... 325 

(D)(i) In any case where the owner or operator 
of a proposed major emitting facility who has 
been denied a certification under subparagraph 
(C)(iii) demonstrates to the satisfaction of the 
Governor, after notice and public hearing, and 
the Governor finds, that the facility cannot be 
constructed by reason of any maximum allow-
able increase for sulfur dioxide for periods of 
twenty-four hours or less applicable to any class 
I area and, in the case of Federal mandatory 
class I areas, that a variance under this clause 
will not adversely affect the air quality related 
values of the area (including visibility), the Gov-
ernor, after consideration of the Federal Land 
Manager’s recommendation (if any) and subject 
to his concurrence, may grant a variance from 
such maximum allowable increase. If such vari-
ance is granted, a permit may be issued to such 
source pursuant to the requirements of this sub-
paragraph. 

(ii) In any case in which the Governor rec-
ommends a variance under this subparagraph in 
which the Federal Land Manager does not con-
cur, the recommendations of the Governor and 
the Federal Land Manager shall be transmitted 
to the President. The President may approve the 
Governor’s recommendation if he finds that 
such variance is in the national interest. No 
Presidential finding shall be reviewable in any 
court. The variance shall take effect if the 

President approves the Governor’s recommenda-
tions. The President shall approve or disapprove 
such recommendation within ninety days after 
his receipt of the recommendations of the Gov-
ernor and the Federal Land Manager. 

(iii) In the case of a permit issued pursuant to 
this subparagraph, such facility shall comply 
with such emission limitations under such per-
mit as may be necessary to assure that emis-
sions of sulfur oxides from such facility will not 
(during any day on which the otherwise applica-
ble maximum allowable increases are exceeded) 
cause or contribute to concentrations which ex-
ceed the following maximum allowable increases 
for such areas over the baseline concentration 
for such pollutant and to assure that such emis-
sions will not cause or contribute to concentra-
tions which exceed the otherwise applicable 
maximum allowable increases for periods of ex-
posure of 24 hours or less on more than 18 days 
during any annual period: 

MAXIMUM ALLOWABLE INCREASE 

(In micrograms per cubic meter) 

Period of exposure 
Low 

terrain 
areas 

High 
terrain 
areas 

24-hr maximum ......................................... 36 62 
3-hr maximum .......................................... 130 221 

(iv) For purposes of clause (iii), the term ‘‘high 
terrain area’’ means with respect to any facil-
ity, any area having an elevation of 900 feet or 
more above the base of the stack of such facil-
ity, and the term ‘‘low terrain area’’ means any 
area other than a high terrain area. 

(e) Analysis; continuous air quality monitoring 
data; regulations; model adjustments 

(1) The review provided for in subsection (a) of 
this section shall be preceded by an analysis in 
accordance with regulations of the Adminis-
trator, promulgated under this subsection, 
which may be conducted by the State (or any 
general purpose unit of local government) or by 
the major emitting facility applying for such 
permit, of the ambient air quality at the pro-
posed site and in areas which may be affected by 
emissions from such facility for each pollutant 
subject to regulation under this chapter which 
will be emitted from such facility. 

(2) Effective one year after August 7, 1977, the 
analysis required by this subsection shall in-
clude continuous air quality monitoring data 
gathered for purposes of determining whether 
emissions from such facility will exceed the 
maximum allowable increases or the maximum 
allowable concentration permitted under this 
part. Such data shall be gathered over a period 
of one calendar year preceding the date of appli-
cation for a permit under this part unless the 
State, in accordance with regulations promul-
gated by the Administrator, determines that a 
complete and adequate analysis for such pur-
poses may be accomplished in a shorter period. 
The results of such analysis shall be available at 
the time of the public hearing on the application 
for such permit. 

(3) The Administrator shall within six months 
after August 7, 1977, promulgate regulations re-
specting the analysis required under this sub-
section which regulations— 
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1 So in original. Probably should be ‘‘of’’. 

(A) shall not require the use of any auto-
matic or uniform buffer zone or zones, 

(B) shall require an analysis of the ambient 
air quality, climate and meteorology, terrain, 
soils and vegetation, and visibility at the site 
of the proposed major emitting facility and in 
the area potentially affected by the emissions 
from such facility for each pollutant regulated 
under this chapter which will be emitted from, 
or which results from the construction or op-
eration of, such facility, the size and nature of 
the proposed facility, the degree of continuous 
emission reduction which could be achieved by 
such facility, and such other factors as may be 
relevant in determining the effect of emissions 
from a proposed facility on any air quality 
control region, 

(C) shall require the results of such analysis 
shall be available at the time of the public 
hearing on the application for such permit, 
and 

(D) shall specify with reasonable particular-
ity each air quality model or models to be 
used under specified sets of conditions for pur-
poses of this part. 

Any model or models designated under such reg-
ulations may be adjusted upon a determination, 
after notice and opportunity for public hearing, 
by the Administrator that such adjustment is 
necessary to take into account unique terrain or 
meteorological characteristics of an area poten-
tially affected by emissions from a source apply-
ing for a permit required under this part. 

(July 14, 1955, ch. 360, title I, § 165, as added Pub. 
L. 95–95, title I, § 127(a), Aug. 7, 1977, 91 Stat. 735; 
amended Pub. L. 95–190, § 14(a)(44)–(51), Nov. 16, 
1977, 91 Stat. 1402.) 

AMENDMENTS 

1977—Subsec. (a)(1). Pub. L. 95–190, § 14(a)(44), sub-
stituted ‘‘part;’’ for ‘‘part:’’. 

Subsec. (a)(3). Pub. L. 95–190, § 14(a)(45), inserted pro-
vision making applicable requirement of section 7410(j) 
of this title. 

Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 95–190, § 14(a)(46), inserted ‘‘cause 
or’’ before ‘‘contribute’’ and struck out ‘‘actual’’ before 
‘‘allowable emissions’’. 

Subsec. (d)(2)(C). Pub. L. 95–190, § 14(a)(47)–(49), in cl. 
(ii) substituted ‘‘contribute’’ for ‘‘contrbute’’, in cl. (iii) 
substituted ‘‘quality-related’’ for ‘‘quality related’’ and 
‘‘concentrations which’’ for ‘‘concentrations, which’’, 
and in cl. (iv) substituted ‘‘such facility’’ for ‘‘such 
sources’’ and ‘‘will not cause or contribute to con-
centrations of such pollutant which exceed’’ for ‘‘to-
gether with all other sources, will not exceed’’. 

Subsec. (d)(2)(D). Pub. L. 95–190, § 14(a)(50), (51), in cl. 
(iii) substituted provisions relating to determinations 
of amounts of emissions of sulfur oxides from facilities, 
for provisions relating to determinations of amounts of 
emissions of sulfur oxides from sources operating under 
permits issued pursuant to this subpar., together with 
all other sources, and added cl. (iv). 

§ 7476. Other pollutants 

(a) Hydrocarbons, carbon monoxide, petrochemi-
cal oxidants, and nitrogen oxides 

In the case of the pollutants hydrocarbons, 
carbon monoxide, photochemical oxidants, and 
nitrogen oxides, the Administrator shall con-
duct a study and not later than two years after 
August 7, 1977, promulgate regulations to pre-
vent the significant deterioration of air quality 

which would result from the emissions of such 
pollutants. In the case of pollutants for which 
national ambient air quality standards are pro-
mulgated after August 7, 1977, he shall promul-
gate such regulations not more than 2 years 
after the date of promulgation of such stand-
ards. 

(b) Effective date of regulations 

Regulations referred to in subsection (a) of 
this section shall become effective one year 
after the date of promulgation. Within 21 
months after such date of promulgation such 
plan revision shall be submitted to the Adminis-
trator who shall approve or disapprove the plan 
within 25 months after such date or 1 promulga-
tion in the same manner as required under sec-
tion 7410 of this title. 

(c) Contents of regulations 

Such regulations shall provide specific numer-
ical measures against which permit applications 
may be evaluated, a framework for stimulating 
improved control technology, protection of air 
quality values, and fulfill the goals and purposes 
set forth in section 7401 and section 7470 of this 
title. 

(d) Specific measures to fulfill goals and pur-
poses 

The regulations of the Administrator under 
subsection (a) of this section shall provide spe-
cific measures at least as effective as the incre-
ments established in section 7473 of this title to 
fulfill such goals and purposes, and may contain 
air quality increments, emission density re-
quirements, or other measures. 

(e) Area classification plan not required 

With respect to any air pollutant for which a 
national ambient air quality standard is estab-
lished other than sulfur oxides or particulate 
matter, an area classification plan shall not be 
required under this section if the implementa-
tion plan adopted by the State and submitted 
for the Administrator’s approval or promulgated 
by the Administrator under section 7410(c) of 
this title contains other provisions which when 
considered as a whole, the Administrator finds 
will carry out the purposes in section 7470 of this 
title at least as effectively as an area classifica-
tion plan for such pollutant. Such other provi-
sions referred to in the preceding sentence need 
not require the establishment of maximum al-
lowable increases with respect to such pollutant 
for any area to which this section applies. 

(f) PM–10 increments 

The Administrator is authorized to substitute, 
for the maximum allowable increases in particu-
late matter specified in section 7473(b) of this 
title and section 7475(d)(2)(C)(iv) of this title, 
maximum allowable increases in particulate 
matter with an aerodynamic diameter smaller 
than or equal to 10 micrometers. Such sub-
stituted maximum allowable increases shall be 
of equal stringency in effect as those specified in 
the provisions for which they are substituted. 
Until the Administrator promulgates regula-
tions under the authority of this subsection, the 
current maximum allowable increases in con-
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centrations of particulate matter shall remain 
in effect. 

(July 14, 1955, ch. 360, title I, § 166, as added Pub. 
L. 95–95, title I, § 127(a), Aug. 7, 1977, 91 Stat. 739; 
amended Pub. L. 101–549, title I, § 105(b), Nov. 15, 
1990, 104 Stat. 2462.) 

AMENDMENTS 

1990—Subsec. (f). Pub. L. 101–549 added subsec. (f). 

§ 7477. Enforcement 

The Administrator shall, and a State may, 
take such measures, including issuance of an 
order, or seeking injunctive relief, as necessary 
to prevent the construction or modification of a 
major emitting facility which does not conform 
to the requirements of this part, or which is pro-
posed to be constructed in any area designated 
pursuant to section 7407(d) of this title as at-
tainment or unclassifiable and which is not sub-
ject to an implementation plan which meets the 
requirements of this part. 

(July 14, 1955, ch. 360, title I, § 167, as added Pub. 
L. 95–95, title I, § 127(a), Aug. 7, 1977, 91 Stat. 740; 
amended Pub. L. 101–549, title I, § 110(3), title 
VII, § 708, Nov. 15, 1990, 104 Stat. 2470, 2684.) 

AMENDMENTS 

1990—Pub. L. 101–549, § 708, substituted ‘‘construction 
or modification of a major emitting facility’’ for ‘‘con-
struction of a major emitting facility’’. 

Pub. L. 101–549, § 110(3), substituted ‘‘designated pur-
suant to section 7407(d) as attainment or unclassifi-
able’’ for ‘‘included in the list promulgated pursuant to 
paragraph (1)(D) or (E) of subsection (d) of section 7407 
of this title’’. 

§ 7478. Period before plan approval 

(a) Existing regulations to remain in effect 

Until such time as an applicable implementa-
tion plan is in effect for any area, which plan 
meets the requirements of this part to prevent 
significant deterioration of air quality with re-
spect to any air pollutant, applicable regula-
tions under this chapter prior to August 7, 1977, 
shall remain in effect to prevent significant de-
terioration of air quality in any such area for 
any such pollutant except as otherwise provided 
in subsection (b) of this section. 

(b) Regulations deemed amended; construction 
commenced after June 1, 1975 

If any regulation in effect prior to August 7, 
1977, to prevent significant deterioration of air 
quality would be inconsistent with the require-
ments of section 7472(a), section 7473(b) or sec-
tion 7474(a) of this title, then such regulations 
shall be deemed amended so as to conform with 
such requirements. In the case of a facility on 
which construction was commenced (in accord-
ance with the definition of ‘‘commenced’’ in sec-
tion 7479(2) of this title) after June 1, 1975, and 
prior to August 7, 1977, the review and permit-
ting of such facility shall be in accordance with 
the regulations for the prevention of significant 
deterioration in effect prior to August 7, 1977. 

(July 14, 1955, ch. 360, title I, § 168, as added Pub. 
L. 95–95, title I, § 127(a), Aug. 7, 1977, 91 Stat. 740; 
amended Pub. L. 95–190, § 14(a)(52), Nov. 16, 1977, 
91 Stat. 1402.) 

AMENDMENTS 

1977—Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 95–190 substituted ‘‘(in ac-
cordance with the definition of ‘commenced’ in section 
7479(2) of this title)’’ for ‘‘in accordance with this 
definition’’. 

§ 7479. Definitions 

For purposes of this part— 
(1) The term ‘‘major emitting facility’’ 

means any of the following stationary sources 
of air pollutants which emit, or have the po-
tential to emit, one hundred tons per year or 
more of any air pollutant from the following 
types of stationary sources: fossil-fuel fired 
steam electric plants of more than two hun-
dred and fifty million British thermal units 
per hour heat input, coal cleaning plants 
(thermal dryers), kraft pulp mills, Portland 
Cement plants, primary zinc smelters, iron 
and steel mill plants, primary aluminum ore 
reduction plants, primary copper smelters, 
municipal incinerators capable of charging 
more than fifty tons of refuse per day, hydro-
fluoric, sulfuric, and nitric acid plants, petro-
leum refineries, lime plants, phosphate rock 
processing plants, coke oven batteries, sulfur 
recovery plants, carbon black plants (furnace 
process), primary lead smelters, fuel conver-
sion plants, sintering plants, secondary metal 
production facilities, chemical process plants, 
fossil-fuel boilers of more than two hundred 
and fifty million British thermal units per 
hour heat input, petroleum storage and trans-
fer facilities with a capacity exceeding three 
hundred thousand barrels, taconite ore proc-
essing facilities, glass fiber processing plants, 
charcoal production facilities. Such term also 
includes any other source with the potential 
to emit two hundred and fifty tons per year or 
more of any air pollutant. This term shall not 
include new or modified facilities which are 
nonprofit health or education institutions 
which have been exempted by the State. 

(2)(A) The term ‘‘commenced’’ as applied to 
construction of a major emitting facility 
means that the owner or operator has obtained 
all necessary preconstruction approvals or 
permits required by Federal, State, or local 
air pollution emissions and air quality laws or 
regulations and either has (i) begun, or caused 
to begin, a continuous program of physical on- 
site construction of the facility or (ii) entered 
into binding agreements or contractual obliga-
tions, which cannot be canceled or modified 
without substantial loss to the owner or oper-
ator, to undertake a program of construction 
of the facility to be completed within a rea-
sonable time. 

(B) The term ‘‘necessary preconstruction ap-
provals or permits’’ means those permits or 
approvals, required by the permitting author-
ity as a precondition to undertaking any ac-
tivity under clauses (i) or (ii) of subparagraph 
(A) of this paragraph. 

(C) The term ‘‘construction’’ when used in 
connection with any source or facility, in-
cludes the modification (as defined in section 
7411(a) of this title) of any source or facility. 

(3) The term ‘‘best available control tech-
nology’’ means an emission limitation based 
on the maximum degree of reduction of each 
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pollutant subject to regulation under this 
chapter emitted from or which results from 
any major emitting facility, which the permit-
ting authority, on a case-by-case basis, taking 
into account energy, environmental, and eco-
nomic impacts and other costs, determines is 
achievable for such facility through applica-
tion of production processes and available 
methods, systems, and techniques, including 
fuel cleaning, clean fuels, or treatment or in-
novative fuel combustion techniques for con-
trol of each such pollutant. In no event shall 
application of ‘‘best available control tech-
nology’’ result in emissions of any pollutants 
which will exceed the emissions allowed by 
any applicable standard established pursuant 
to section 7411 or 7412 of this title. Emissions 
from any source utilizing clean fuels, or any 
other means, to comply with this paragraph 
shall not be allowed to increase above levels 
that would have been required under this para-
graph as it existed prior to November 15, 1990. 

(4) The term ‘‘baseline concentration’’ 
means, with respect to a pollutant, the ambi-
ent concentration levels which exist at the 
time of the first application for a permit in an 
area subject to this part, based on air quality 
data available in the Environmental Protec-
tion Agency or a State air pollution control 
agency and on such monitoring data as the 
permit applicant is required to submit. Such 
ambient concentration levels shall take into 
account all projected emissions in, or which 
may affect, such area from any major emit-
ting facility on which construction com-
menced prior to January 6, 1975, but which has 
not begun operation by the date of the base-
line air quality concentration determination. 
Emissions of sulfur oxides and particulate 
matter from any major emitting facility on 
which construction commenced after January 
6, 1975, shall not be included in the baseline 
and shall be counted against the maximum al-
lowable increases in pollutant concentrations 
established under this part. 

(July 14, 1955, ch. 360, title I, § 169, as added Pub. 
L. 95–95, title I, § 127(a), Aug. 7, 1977, 91 Stat. 740; 
amended Pub. L. 95–190, § 14(a)(54), Nov. 16, 1977, 
91 Stat. 1402; Pub. L. 101–549, title III, § 305(b), 
title IV, § 403(d), Nov. 15, 1990, 104 Stat. 2583, 
2631.) 

AMENDMENTS 

1990—Par. (1). Pub. L. 101–549, § 305(b), struck out ‘‘two 
hundred and’’ after ‘‘municipal incinerators capable of 
charging more than’’. 

Par. (3). Pub. L. 101–549, § 403(d), directed the insertion 
of ‘‘, clean fuels,’’ after ‘‘including fuel cleaning,’’, 
which was executed by making the insertion after ‘‘in-
cluding fuel cleaning’’ to reflect the probable intent of 
Congress, and inserted at end ‘‘Emissions from any 
source utilizing clean fuels, or any other means, to 
comply with this paragraph shall not be allowed to in-
crease above levels that would have been required 
under this paragraph as it existed prior to November 15, 
1990.’’ 

1977—Par. (2)(C). Pub. L. 95–190 added subpar. (C). 

STUDY OF MAJOR EMITTING FACILITIES WITH 
POTENTIAL OF EMITTING 250 TONS PER YEAR 

Section 127(b) of Pub. L. 95–95 directed Administrator, 
within 1 year after Aug. 7, 1977, to report to Congress 

on consequences of that portion of definition of ‘‘major 
emitting facility’’ under this subpart which applies to 
facilities with potential to emit 250 tons per year or 
more. 

SUBPART II—VISIBILITY PROTECTION 

CODIFICATION 

As originally enacted, subpart II of part C of sub-
chapter I of this chapter was added following section 
7478 of this title. Pub. L. 95–190, § 14(a)(53), Nov. 16, 1977, 
91 Stat. 1402, struck out subpart II and inserted such 
subpart following section 7479 of this title. 

§ 7491. Visibility protection for Federal class I 
areas 

(a) Impairment of visibility; list of areas; study 
and report 

(1) Congress hereby declares as a national goal 
the prevention of any future, and the remedying 
of any existing, impairment of visibility in man-
datory class I Federal areas which impairment 
results from manmade air pollution. 

(2) Not later than six months after August 7, 
1977, the Secretary of the Interior in consulta-
tion with other Federal land managers shall re-
view all mandatory class I Federal areas and 
identify those where visibility is an important 
value of the area. From time to time the Sec-
retary of the Interior may revise such identi-
fications. Not later than one year after August 
7, 1977, the Administrator shall, after consulta-
tion with the Secretary of the Interior, promul-
gate a list of mandatory class I Federal areas in 
which he determines visibility is an important 
value. 

(3) Not later than eighteen months after Au-
gust 7, 1977, the Administrator shall complete a 
study and report to Congress on available meth-
ods for implementing the national goal set forth 
in paragraph (1). Such report shall include rec-
ommendations for— 

(A) methods for identifying, characterizing, 
determining, quantifying, and measuring visi-
bility impairment in Federal areas referred to 
in paragraph (1), and 

(B) modeling techniques (or other methods) 
for determining the extent to which manmade 
air pollution may reasonably be anticipated to 
cause or contribute to such impairment, and 

(C) methods for preventing and remedying 
such manmade air pollution and resulting visi-
bility impairment. 

Such report shall also identify the classes or 
categories of sources and the types of air pollut-
ants which, alone or in conjunction with other 
sources or pollutants, may reasonably be antici-
pated to cause or contribute significantly to im-
pairment of visibility. 

(4) Not later than twenty-four months after 
August 7, 1977, and after notice and public hear-
ing, the Administrator shall promulgate regula-
tions to assure (A) reasonable progress toward 
meeting the national goal specified in paragraph 
(1), and (B) compliance with the requirements of 
this section. 

(b) Regulations 

Regulations under subsection (a)(4) of this sec-
tion shall— 

(1) provide guidelines to the States, taking 
into account the recommendations under sub-
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section (a)(3) of this section on appropriate 
techniques and methods for implementing this 
section (as provided in subparagraphs (A) 
through (C) of such subsection (a)(3)), and 

(2) require each applicable implementation 
plan for a State in which any area listed by 
the Administrator under subsection (a)(2) of 
this section is located (or for a State the emis-
sions from which may reasonably be antici-
pated to cause or contribute to any impair-
ment of visibility in any such area) to contain 
such emission limits, schedules of compliance 
and other measures as may be necessary to 
make reasonable progress toward meeting the 
national goal specified in subsection (a) of this 
section, including— 

(A) except as otherwise provided pursuant 
to subsection (c) of this section, a require-
ment that each major stationary source 
which is in existence on August 7, 1977, but 
which has not been in operation for more 
than fifteen years as of such date, and 
which, as determined by the State (or the 
Administrator in the case of a plan promul-
gated under section 7410(c) of this title) 
emits any air pollutant which may reason-
ably be anticipated to cause or contribute to 
any impairment of visibility in any such 
area, shall procure, install, and operate, as 
expeditiously as practicable (and maintain 
thereafter) the best available retrofit tech-
nology, as determined by the State (or the 
Administrator in the case of a plan promul-
gated under section 7410(c) of this title) for 
controlling emissions from such source for 
the purpose of eliminating or reducing any 
such impairment, and 

(B) a long-term (ten to fifteen years) strat-
egy for making reasonable progress toward 
meeting the national goal specified in sub-
section (a) of this section. 

In the case of a fossil-fuel fired generating 
powerplant having a total generating capacity 
in excess of 750 megawatts, the emission limita-
tions required under this paragraph shall be de-
termined pursuant to guidelines, promulgated 
by the Administrator under paragraph (1). 

(c) Exemptions 

(1) The Administrator may, by rule, after no-
tice and opportunity for public hearing, exempt 
any major stationary source from the require-
ment of subsection (b)(2)(A) of this section, upon 
his determination that such source does not or 
will not, by itself or in combination with other 
sources, emit any air pollutant which may rea-
sonably be anticipated to cause or contribute to 
a significant impairment of visibility in any 
mandatory class I Federal area. 

(2) Paragraph (1) of this subsection shall not 
be applicable to any fossil-fuel fired powerplant 
with total design capacity of 750 megawatts or 
more, unless the owner or operator of any such 
plant demonstrates to the satisfaction of the 
Administrator that such powerplant is located 
at such distance from all areas listed by the Ad-
ministrator under subsection (a)(2) of this sec-
tion that such powerplant does not or will not, 
by itself or in combination with other sources, 
emit any air pollutant which may reasonably be 
anticipated to cause or contribute to significant 
impairment of visibility in any such area. 

(3) An exemption under this subsection shall 
be effective only upon concurrence by the appro-
priate Federal land manager or managers with 
the Administrator’s determination under this 
subsection. 

(d) Consultations with appropriate Federal land 
managers 

Before holding the public hearing on the pro-
posed revision of an applicable implementation 
plan to meet the requirements of this section, 
the State (or the Administrator, in the case of a 
plan promulgated under section 7410(c) of this 
title) shall consult in person with the appro-
priate Federal land manager or managers and 
shall include a summary of the conclusions and 
recommendations of the Federal land managers 
in the notice to the public. 

(e) Buffer zones 

In promulgating regulations under this sec-
tion, the Administrator shall not require the use 
of any automatic or uniform buffer zone or 
zones. 

(f) Nondiscretionary duty 

For purposes of section 7604(a)(2) of this title, 
the meeting of the national goal specified in 
subsection (a)(1) of this section by any specific 
date or dates shall not be considered a ‘‘non-
discretionary duty’’ of the Administrator. 

(g) Definitions 

For the purpose of this section— 
(1) in determining reasonable progress there 

shall be taken into consideration the costs of 
compliance, the time necessary for compli-
ance, and the energy and nonair quality envi-
ronmental impacts of compliance, and the re-
maining useful life of any existing source sub-
ject to such requirements; 

(2) in determining best available retrofit 
technology the State (or the Administrator in 
determining emission limitations which re-
flect such technology) shall take into consid-
eration the costs of compliance, the energy 
and nonair quality environmental impacts of 
compliance, any existing pollution control 
technology in use at the source, the remaining 
useful life of the source, and the degree of im-
provement in visibility which may reasonably 
be anticipated to result from the use of such 
technology; 

(3) the term ‘‘manmade air pollution’’ means 
air pollution which results directly or indi-
rectly from human activities; 

(4) the term ‘‘as expeditiously as prac-
ticable’’ means as expeditiously as practicable 
but in no event later than five years after the 
date of approval of a plan revision under this 
section (or the date of promulgation of such a 
plan revision in the case of action by the Ad-
ministrator under section 7410(c) of this title 
for purposes of this section); 

(5) the term ‘‘mandatory class I Federal 
areas’’ means Federal areas which may not be 
designated as other than class I under this 
part; 

(6) the terms ‘‘visibility impairment’’ and 
‘‘impairment of visibility’’ shall include re-
duction in visual range and atmospheric dis-
coloration; and 
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1 So in original. Words ‘‘subsection (b) of this section’’ prob-

ably should be ‘‘paragraph (2)’’. 
2 So in original. Probably should not be capitalized. 

(7) the term ‘‘major stationary source’’ 
means the following types of stationary 
sources with the potential to emit 250 tons or 
more of any pollutant: fossil-fuel fired steam 
electric plants of more than 250 million Brit-
ish thermal units per hour heat input, coal 
cleaning plants (thermal dryers), kraft pulp 
mills, Portland Cement plants, primary zinc 
smelters, iron and steel mill plants, primary 
aluminum ore reduction plants, primary cop-
per smelters, municipal incinerators capable 
of charging more than 250 tons of refuse per 
day, hydrofluoric, sulfuric, and nitric acid 
plants, petroleum refineries, lime plants, phos-
phate rock processing plants, coke oven bat-
teries, sulfur recovery plants, carbon black 
plants (furnace process), primary lead smelt-
ers, fuel conversion plants, sintering plants, 
secondary metal production facilities, chemi-
cal process plants, fossil-fuel boilers of more 
than 250 million British thermal units per 
hour heat input, petroleum storage and trans-
fer facilities with a capacity exceeding 300,000 
barrels, taconite ore processing facilities, 
glass fiber processing plants, charcoal produc-
tion facilities. 

(July 14, 1955, ch. 360, title I, § 169A, as added 
Pub. L. 95–95, title I, § 128, Aug. 7, 1977, 91 Stat. 
742.) 

EFFECTIVE DATE 

Subpart effective Aug. 7, 1977, except as otherwise ex-
pressly provided, see section 406(d) of Pub. L. 95–95, set 
out as an Effective Date of 1977 Amendment note under 
section 7401 of this title. 

§ 7492. Visibility 

(a) Studies 

(1) The Administrator, in conjunction with the 
National Park Service and other appropriate 
Federal agencies, shall conduct research to iden-
tify and evaluate sources and source regions of 
both visibility impairment and regions that pro-
vide predominantly clean air in class I areas. A 
total of $8,000,000 per year for 5 years is author-
ized to be appropriated for the Environmental 
Protection Agency and the other Federal agen-
cies to conduct this research. The research shall 
include— 

(A) expansion of current visibility related 
monitoring in class I areas; 

(B) assessment of current sources of visi-
bility impairing pollution and clean air cor-
ridors; 

(C) adaptation of regional air quality models 
for the assessment of visibility; 

(D) studies of atmospheric chemistry and 
physics of visibility. 

(2) Based on the findings available from the re-
search required in subsection (a)(1) of this sec-
tion as well as other available scientific and 
technical data, studies, and other available in-
formation pertaining to visibility source-recep-
tor relationships, the Administrator shall con-
duct an assessment and evaluation that identi-
fies, to the extent possible, sources and source 
regions of visibility impairment including natu-
ral sources as well as source regions of clear air 
for class I areas. The Administrator shall 
produce interim findings from this study within 
3 years after November 15, 1990. 

(b) Impacts of other provisions 

Within 24 months after November 15, 1990, the 
Administrator shall conduct an assessment of 
the progress and improvements in visibility in 
class I areas that are likely to result from the 
implementation of the provisions of the Clean 
Air Act Amendments of 1990 other than the pro-
visions of this section. Every 5 years thereafter 
the Administrator shall conduct an assessment 
of actual progress and improvement in visibility 
in class I areas. The Administrator shall prepare 
a written report on each assessment and trans-
mit copies of these reports to the appropriate 
committees of Congress. 

(c) Establishment of visibility transport regions 
and commissions 

(1) Authority to establish visibility transport 
regions 

Whenever, upon the Administrator’s motion 
or by petition from the Governors of at least 
two affected States, the Administrator has 
reason to believe that the current or projected 
interstate transport of air pollutants from one 
or more States contributes significantly to 
visibility impairment in class I areas located 
in the affected States, the Administrator may 
establish a transport region for such pollut-
ants that includes such States. The Adminis-
trator, upon the Administrator’s own motion 
or upon petition from the Governor of any af-
fected State, or upon the recommendations of 
a transport commission established under sub-
section (b) of this section 1 may— 

(A) add any State or portion of a State to 
a visibility transport region when the Ad-
ministrator determines that the interstate 
transport of air pollutants from such State 
significantly contributes to visibility im-
pairment in a class I area located within the 
transport region, or 

(B) remove any State or portion of a State 
from the region whenever the Administrator 
has reason to believe that the control of 
emissions in that State or portion of the 
State pursuant to this section will not sig-
nificantly contribute to the protection or 
enhancement of visibility in any class I area 
in the region. 

(2) Visibility transport commissions 

Whenever the Administrator establishes a 
transport region under subsection (c)(1) of this 
section, the Administrator shall establish a 
transport commission comprised of (as a mini-
mum) each of the following members: 

(A) the Governor of each State in the Visi-
bility Transport Region, or the Governor’s 
designee; 

(B) The 2 Administrator or the Administra-
tor’s designee; and 

(C) A 2 representative of each Federal agen-
cy charged with the direct management of 
each class I area or areas within the Visi-
bility Transport Region. 

(3) Ex officio members 

All representatives of the Federal Govern-
ment shall be ex officio members. 
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(4) Federal Advisory Committee Act 

The visibility transport commissions shall 
be exempt from the requirements of the Fed-
eral Advisory Committee Act [5 U.S.C. App.]. 

(d) Duties of visibility transport commissions 

A Visibility Transport Commission— 
(1) shall assess the scientific and technical 

data, studies, and other currently available in-
formation, including studies conducted pursu-
ant to subsection (a)(1) of this section, per-
taining to adverse impacts on visibility from 
potential or projected growth in emissions 
from sources located in the Visibility Trans-
port Region; and 

(2) shall, within 4 years of establishment, 
issue a report to the Administrator rec-
ommending what measures, if any, should be 
taken under this chapter to remedy such ad-
verse impacts. The report required by this sub-
section shall address at least the following 
measures: 

(A) the establishment of clean air cor-
ridors, in which additional restrictions on 
increases in emissions may be appropriate to 
protect visibility in affected class I areas; 

(B) the imposition of the requirements of 
part D of this subchapter affecting the con-
struction of new major stationary sources or 
major modifications to existing sources in 
such clean air corridors specifically includ-
ing the alternative siting analysis provisions 
of section 7503(a)(5) of this title; and 

(C) the promulgation of regulations under 
section 7491 of this title to address long 
range strategies for addressing regional haze 
which impairs visibility in affected class I 
areas. 

(e) Duties of Administrator 

(1) The Administrator shall, taking into ac-
count the studies pursuant to subsection (a)(1) 
of this section and the reports pursuant to sub-
section (d)(2) of this section and any other rel-
evant information, within eighteen months of 
receipt of the report referred to in subsection 
(d)(2) of this section, carry out the Administra-
tor’s regulatory responsibilities under section 
7491 of this title, including criteria for measur-
ing ‘‘reasonable progress’’ toward the national 
goal. 

(2) Any regulations promulgated under section 
7491 of this title pursuant to this subsection 
shall require affected States to revise within 12 
months their implementation plans under sec-
tion 7410 of this title to contain such emission 
limits, schedules of compliance, and other meas-
ures as may be necessary to carry out regula-
tions promulgated pursuant to this subsection. 

(f) Grand Canyon visibility transport commission 

The Administrator pursuant to subsection 
(c)(1) of this section shall, within 12 months, es-
tablish a visibility transport commission for the 
region affecting the visibility of the Grand Can-
yon National Park. 

(July 14, 1955, ch. 360, title I, § 169B, as added 
Pub. L. 101–549, title VIII, § 816, Nov. 15, 1990, 104 
Stat. 2695.) 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

The Clean Air Act Amendments of 1990, referred to in 
subsec. (b), probably means Pub. L. 101–549, Nov. 15, 

1990, 104 Stat. 2399. For complete classification of this 
Act to the Code, see Short Title note set out under sec-
tion 7401 of this title and Tables. 

The Federal Advisory Committee Act, referred to in 
subsec. (c)(4), is Pub. L. 92–463, Oct. 6, 1972, 86 Stat. 770, 
as amended, which is set out in the Appendix to Title 
5, Government Organization and Employees. 

PART D—PLAN REQUIREMENTS FOR 
NONATTAINMENT AREAS 

SUBPART 1—NONATTAINMENT AREAS IN GENERAL 

§ 7501. Definitions 

For the purpose of this part— 
(1) REASONABLE FURTHER PROGRESS.—The 

term ‘‘reasonable further progress’’ means 
such annual incremental reductions in emis-
sions of the relevant air pollutant as are re-
quired by this part or may reasonably be re-
quired by the Administrator for the purpose of 
ensuring attainment of the applicable national 
ambient air quality standard by the applicable 
date. 

(2) NONATTAINMENT AREA.—The term ‘‘non-
attainment area’’ means, for any air pollut-
ant, an area which is designated ‘‘nonattain-
ment’’ with respect to that pollutant within 
the meaning of section 7407(d) of this title. 

(3) The term ‘‘lowest achievable emission 
rate’’ means for any source, that rate of emis-
sions which reflects— 

(A) the most stringent emission limitation 
which is contained in the implementation 
plan of any State for such class or category 
of source, unless the owner or operator of 
the proposed source demonstrates that such 
limitations are not achievable, or 

(B) the most stringent emission limitation 
which is achieved in practice by such class 
or category of source, whichever is more 
stringent. 

In no event shall the application of this term 
permit a proposed new or modified source to 
emit any pollutant in excess of the amount al-
lowable under applicable new source standards 
of performance. 

(4) The terms ‘‘modifications’’ and ‘‘modi-
fied’’ mean the same as the term ‘‘modifica-
tion’’ as used in section 7411(a)(4) of this title. 

(July 14, 1955, ch. 360, title I, § 171, as added Pub. 
L. 95–95, title I, § 129(b), Aug. 7, 1977, 91 Stat. 745; 
amended Pub. L. 101–549, title I, § 102(a)(2), Nov. 
15, 1990, 104 Stat. 2412.) 

AMENDMENTS 

1990—Pub. L. 101–549, § 102(a)(2)(A), struck out ‘‘and 
section 7410(a)(2)(I) of this title’’ after ‘‘purpose of this 
part’’. 

Pars. (1), (2). Pub. L. 101–549, § 102(a)(2)(B), (C), amend-
ed pars. (1) and (2) generally. Prior to amendment, pars. 
(1) and (2) read as follows: 

‘‘(1) The term ‘reasonable further progress’ means an-
nual incremental reductions in emissions of the appli-
cable air pollutant (including substantial reductions in 
the early years following approval or promulgation of 
plan provisions under this part and section 7410(a)(2)(I) 
of this title and regular reductions thereafter) which 
are sufficient in the judgment of the Administrator, to 
provide for attainment of the applicable national ambi-
ent air quality standard by the date required in section 
7502(a) of this title. 

‘‘(2) The term ‘nonattainment area’ means, for any 
air pollutant an area which is shown by monitored data 
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