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Section 172, act June 8, 1880, ch. 136, 21 Stat. 166; 1946 
Reorg. Plan No. 3, § 403, eff. July 16, 1946, 11 F.R. 7876, 
60 Stat. 1100, related to effect of insanity of settlers 
upon claims. 

Section 173, R.S. § 2301; Mar. 3, 1891, ch. 561, § 6, 26 
Stat. 1098; June 3, 1896, ch. 312, § 2, 29 Stat. 197, related 
to commutations of entries after 14 months from date 
of settlement. 

Section 174, R.S. § 2288; Mar. 3, 1891, ch. 561, §§ 3, 4, 26 
Stat. 1097; Mar. 3, 1905, ch. 1424, 33 Stat. 991, related to 
right to transfer claims. 

Section 175, R.S. § 2296; Apr. 28, 1922, ch. 155, 42 Stat. 
502, related to exemption from execution of homestead 
land. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF REPEAL 

Section 702 of Pub. L. 94–579 provided that the repeal 
made by that section is effective on and after Oct. 21, 
1976, except such effective date to be on and after tenth 
anniversary of date of approval of this Act, Oct. 21, 
1976, insofar as homestead laws apply to public lands in 
Alaska. 

SAVINGS PROVISION 

Repeal by Pub. L. 94–579 not to be construed as termi-
nating any valid lease, permit, patent, etc., existing on 
Oct. 21, 1976, see section 701 of Pub. L. 94–579, set out as 
a note under section 1701 of this title. 

§ 176. Repealed. Pub. L. 94–579, title VII, § 705(a), 
Oct. 21, 1976, 90 Stat. 2792 

Section, act Mar. 2, 1895, ch. 174, §§ 1–3, 28 Stat. 744, 
provided for appointment of court commissioners for 
certain Territories. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF REPEAL 

Section 705(a) of Pub. L. 94–579 provided that the re-
peal made by that section is effective on and after Oct. 
21, 1976. 

SAVINGS PROVISION 

Repeal by Pub. L. 94–579 not to be construed as termi-
nating any valid lease, permit, patent, etc., existing on 
Oct. 21, 1976, see section 701 of Pub. L. 94–579, set out as 
a note under section 1701 of this title. 

§ 177. Patents for lands in New Mexico held 
under color of title 

Whenever it shall be shown to the satisfaction 
of the Secretary of the Interior that a tract or 
tracts of public land, not known to be mineral, 
in the State of New Mexico, not exceeding in the 
aggregate one hundred and sixty acres, has or 
have been held in good faith and in peaceful, ad-
verse possession by a citizen of the United 
States, his ancestors or grantors, for more than 
twenty years under claim or color of title, and 
that valuable improvements have been placed on 
such land, or some part thereof has been reduced 
to cultivation, the Secretary may, in his discre-
tion, upon the payment of $1.25 per acre, cause 
a patent or patents to issue for such land to any 
such citizen: Provided, That where the area or 
areas so held by any such citizen is in excess of 
one hundred and sixty acres the Secretary may 
determine what particular subdivisions, not ex-
ceeding one hundred and sixty acres in the ag-
gregate, to any such citizen may be patented 
under this section: Provided further, That the 
term ‘‘citizen’’ as used in this section shall be 
held to include a corporation organized under 
the laws of the United States or any State or 
Territory thereof. 

(June 8, 1926, ch. 501, 44 Stat. 709.) 

§ 178. Patents for lands in New Mexico; lands 
contiguous to Spanish or Mexican land 
grants 

Whenever it shall be shown to the satisfaction 
of the Secretary of the Interior that a tract or 
tracts of public land, contiguous to a Spanish or 
Mexican land grant, in the State of New Mexico, 
not exceeding in the aggregate one hundred and 
sixty acres, has or have been held in good faith 
and in peaceful, adverse possession by a citizen 
of the United States, his ancestors or grantors, 
for more than twenty years under claim or color 
of title, and that valuable improvements have 
been placed on such land, or some part thereof 
has been reduced to cultivation, the Secretary 
may, in his discretion, upon the payment of $1.25 
per acre, cause a patent or patents to issue for 
such land to any such citizens: Provided, That 
where the area or areas so held by any such citi-
zen is in excess of one hundred and sixty acres 
the Secretary may determine what particular 
subdivisions, not exceeding one hundred and 
sixty acres in the aggregate, to any such citizen 
may be patented hereunder: Provided further, 
That coal and all other minerals contained 
therein are reserved to the United States; that 
said coal and other minerals shall be subject to 
sale or disposal by the United States under ap-
plicable leasing and mineral land laws, and per-
mittees, lessees, or grantees of the United 
States shall have the right to enter upon said 
lands for the purpose of prospecting for and min-
ing such deposits: Provided further, That the 
term ‘‘citizen’’, as used in this section, shall be 
held to include a corporation organized under 
the laws of the United States or any State or 
Territory thereof. 

(Feb. 23, 1932, ch. 52, 47 Stat. 53.) 

§§ 179, 180. Repealed. Pub. L. 94–579, title VII, 
§ 702, Oct. 21, 1976, 90 Stat. 2787 

Section 179, act May 17, 1900, ch. 479, § 1, 31 Stat. 179, 
related to free homesteads to settlers, commutation 
rights, and payment to Indians. 

Section 180, act Jan. 26, 1901, ch. 180, 31 Stat. 740, re-
lated to extension of right of settlers to commute 
entry. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF REPEAL 

Section 702 of Pub. L. 94–579 provided that the repeal 
made by that section is effective on and after Oct. 21, 
1976, except such effective date to be on and after tenth 
anniversary of date of approval of this Act, Oct. 21, 
1976, insofar as homestead laws apply to public lands in 
Alaska. 

SAVINGS PROVISION 

Repeal by Pub. L. 94–579 not to be construed as termi-
nating any valid lease, permit, patent, etc., existing on 
Oct. 21, 1976, see section 701 of Pub. L. 94–579, set out as 
a note under section 1701 of this title. 

SUBCHAPTER II—RIGHT OF PARTICULAR 
PERSONS TO MAKE ENTRY 

§ 181. Repealed. Dec. 16, 1930, ch. 14, § 1, 46 Stat. 
1029 

Section, act June 5, 1900, ch. 716, § 3, 31 Stat. 270, pro-
vided that a person making an entry which was lost or 
forfeited should be entitled to benefits of homestead 
laws as though the former entry had not been made. 
See section 182 of this title. 
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