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this subsection, the working group shall trans-
mit to the Secretary a report containing recom-
mendations for establishing uniform forms and
procedures described in subsection (b).

(f) REGULATIONS.—Not later than 18 months
after the date the working group’s report is de-
livered to the Secretary, the Secretary shall
issue regulations to carry out such recom-
mendations of the working group as the Sec-
retary considers appropriate. In developing such
regulations, the Secretary shall consider the
State needs associated with the transition to
and implementation of a uniform forms and pro-
cedures program.

(g) LIMITATION ON STATUTORY CONSTRUCTION.—
Nothing in this section shall be construed as
prohibiting a State from voluntarily participat-
ing in a program of uniform forms and proce-
dures until such time as the Secretary issues
regulations under subsection (f).

(Pub. L. 103-272, §1(d), July 5, 1994, 108 Stat. 777;
Pub. L. 104-287, §5(9), Oct. 11, 1996, 110 Stat. 3389;
Pub. L. 109-59, title VII, §7116, Aug. 10, 2005, 119
Stat. 1901.)
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retary prescribes under sections 5103(b), 5104,
5110, and 5112 of this title are consistent with
standards and requirements related to trans-
porting hazardous material that international
authorities adopt.

(c) DIFFERENCES WITH INTERNATIONAL STAND-
ARDS AND REQUIREMENTS.—This section—

(1) does not require the Secretary to pre-
scribe a standard or requirement identical to a
standard or requirement adopted by an inter-
national authority if the Secretary decides the
standard or requirement is unnecessary or un-
safe; and

(2) does not prohibit the Secretary from pre-
scribing a safety standard or requirement
more stringent than a standard or require-
ment adopted by an international authority if
the Secretary decides the standard or require-
ment is necessary in the public interest.

(Pub. L. 103-272, §1(d), July 5, 1994, 108 Stat. 778;
Pub. L. 109-59, title VII, §§7117, 7126, Aug. 10,
2005, 119 Stat. 1902, 1909.)
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In subsection (a), before clause (1), the words ‘‘As
soon as practicable after November 16, 1990’ are omit-
ted as obsolete.

In subsection (c)(1), the words ‘“‘Subject to the provi-
sions of this subsection’ and ‘‘to the Secretary’ are
omitted as surplus.

REFERENCES IN TEXT

The date of enactment of this subsection, referred to
in subsec. (e), is the date of enactment of Pub. L. 109-59,
which was approved Aug. 10, 2005.

AMENDMENTS

2005—Pub. L. 109-59 reenacted section catchline with-
out change and amended text generally. Prior to
amendment, section consisted of subsecs. (a) to (d) re-
lating to establishment of working group, consultation
and reporting, regulations, and relationship to other
laws.

1996—Subsec. (b)(2), Pub. L. 104287 substituted
“Transportation and Infrastructure” for ‘‘Public Works
and Transportation’.

§5120. International uniformity of standards and
requirements

(a) PARTICIPATION IN INTERNATIONAL FORUMS.—
Subject to guidance and direction from the Sec-
retary of State, the Secretary of Transportation
shall participate in international forums that
establish or recommend mandatory standards
and requirements for transporting hazardous
material in international commerce.

(b) CONSULTATION.—The Secretary may con-
sult with interested authorities to ensure that,
to the extent practicable, regulations the Sec-

may’’.

Pub. L. 109-59, §7117(a), inserted ‘‘and requirements’’
after ‘‘standards’.

Subsec. (¢)(1). Pub. L. 109-59, §7126, substituted ‘‘Sec-
retary to prescribe’ for ‘‘Secretary of Transportation
to prescribe’’.

Pub. L. 109-59, §7117(b)(1), inserted ‘‘or requirement’’
after ‘‘standard’ wherever appearing.

Subsec. (¢)(2). Pub. L. 109-59, §7117(b)(2), struck out
‘‘included in a standard’’ before ‘‘adopted’ and inserted
‘“‘standard or’’ before ‘‘requirement’ wherever appear-
ing.

§5121. Administrative

(a) GENERAL AUTHORITY.—To carry out this
chapter, the Secretary may investigate, conduct
tests, make reports, issue subpenas, conduct
hearings, require the production of records and
property, take depositions, and conduct re-
search, development, demonstration, and train-
ing activities. Except as provided in subsections
(c) and (d), after notice and an opportunity for a
hearing, the Secretary may issue an order re-
quiring compliance with this chapter or a regu-
lation prescribed, or an order, special permit, or
approval issued, under this chapter.

(b) RECORDS, REPORTS, AND INFORMATION.—A
person subject to this chapter shall—

(1) maintain records and property, make re-
ports, and provide information the Secretary
by regulation or order requires; and

(2) make the records, property, reports, and
information available for inspection when the
Secretary undertakes an investigation or
makes a request.



		Superintendent of Documents
	2012-04-27T07:15:50-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




