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AMENDMENTS 

1997—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 105–102 struck out ‘‘of’’ after 

‘‘Government to oversee’’. 

EFFECTIVE DATE 

Chapter effective Jan. 1, 1996, except as otherwise 

provided in Pub. L. 104–88, see section 2 of Pub. L. 

104–88, set out as a note under section 701 of this title. 

GAO REPORT 

Section 106(b) of Pub. L. 104–88 provided that: ‘‘Within 

3 years after the effective date of this Act [Jan. 1, 1996, 

except as otherwise provided, see Effective Date note 

set out under section 701 of this title], the Comptroller 

General shall transmit to the Committee on Com-

merce, Science, and Transportation of the Senate and 

the Committee on Transportation and Infrastructure of 

the House of Representatives a report regarding the im-

pact of regulations under part C [of subtitle IV] of title 

49, United States Code, on the competitiveness of pipe-

lines and recommend whether to continue, revise, or 

sunset such regulations. Congress shall take into ac-

count the findings of this report when considering the 

Board’s [Surface Transportation Board] reauthoriza-

tion.’’ 

§ 15102. Definitions 

In this part— 
(1) BOARD.—The term ‘‘Board’’ means the 

Surface Transportation Board. 
(2) PIPELINE CARRIER.—The term ‘‘pipeline 

carrier’’ means a person providing pipeline 
transportation for compensation. 

(3) RATE.—The term ‘‘rate’’ means a rate or 
charge for transportation. 

(4) STATE.—The term ‘‘State’’ means a State 
of the United States and the District of Co-
lumbia. 

(5) TRANSPORTATION.—The term ‘‘transpor-
tation’’ includes— 

(A) property, facilities, instrumentalities, 
or equipment of any kind related to the 
movement of property, regardless of owner-
ship or an agreement concerning use; and 

(B) services related to that movement, in-
cluding receipt, delivery, transfer in transit, 
storage, handling, and interchange of prop-
erty. 

(6) UNITED STATES.—The term ‘‘United 
States’’ means the States of the United States 
and the District of Columbia. 

(Added Pub. L. 104–88, title I, § 106(a), Dec. 29, 
1995, 109 Stat. 921.) 

PRIOR PROVISIONS 

Provisions similar to those in this section were con-

tained in section 10102 of this title prior to the general 

amendment of this subtitle by Pub. L. 104–88, § 102(a). 

§ 15103. Remedies as cumulative 

Except as otherwise provided in this part, the 
remedies provided under this part are in addi-
tion to remedies existing under another law or 
common law. 

(Added Pub. L. 104–88, title I, § 106(a), Dec. 29, 
1995, 109 Stat. 922.) 

PRIOR PROVISIONS 

Provisions similar to those in this section were con-

tained in section 10103 of this title prior to the general 

amendment of this subtitle by Pub. L. 104–88, § 102(a). 

CHAPTER 153—JURISDICTION 

Sec. 

15301. General pipeline jurisdiction. 

15302. Authority to exempt pipeline carrier trans-

portation. 

AMENDMENTS 

1996—Pub. L. 104–287, § 5(42), Oct. 11, 1996, 110 Stat. 

3392, struck out duplicative chapter heading. 

§ 15301. General pipeline jurisdiction 

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Board has jurisdiction 
over transportation by pipeline, or by pipeline 
and railroad or water, when transporting a com-
modity other than water, gas, or oil. Jurisdic-
tion under this subsection applies only to trans-
portation in the United States between a place 
in— 

(1) a State and a place in another State; 
(2) the District of Columbia and another 

place in the District of Columbia; 
(3) a State and a place in a territory or pos-

session of the United States; 
(4) a territory or possession of the United 

States and a place in another such territory or 
possession; 

(5) a territory or possession of the United 
States and another place in the same territory 
or possession; 

(6) the United States and another place in 
the United States through a foreign country; 
or 

(7) the United States and a place in a foreign 
country. 

(b) NO JURISDICTION OVER INTRASTATE TRANS-
PORTATION.—The Board does not have jurisdic-
tion under subsection (a) over the transpor-
tation of property, or the receipt, delivery, stor-
age, or handling of property, entirely in a State 
(other than the District of Columbia) and not 
transported between a place in the United 
States and a place in a foreign country except as 
otherwise provided in this part. 

(c) PROTECTION OF STATES POWERS.—This part 
does not affect the power of a State, in exercis-
ing its police power, to require reasonable intra-
state transportation by carriers providing trans-
portation subject to the jurisdiction of the 
Board under this chapter unless the State re-
quirement is inconsistent with an order of the 
Board issued under this part or is prohibited 
under this part. 

(Added Pub. L. 104–88, title I, § 106(a), Dec. 29, 
1995, 109 Stat. 922.) 

PRIOR PROVISIONS 

Provisions similar to those in this section were con-

tained in section 10501 of this title prior to the general 

amendment of this subtitle by Pub. L. 104–88, § 102(a). 

EFFECTIVE DATE 

Chapter effective Jan. 1, 1996, except as otherwise 

provided in Pub. L. 104–88, see section 2 of Pub. L. 

104–88, set out as a note under section 701 of this title. 

§ 15302. Authority to exempt pipeline carrier 
transportation 

(a) IN GENERAL—In a matter related to a pipe-
line carrier providing transportation subject to 
jurisdiction under this chapter, the Board shall 
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exempt a person, class of persons, or a trans-
action or service when the Board finds that the 
application, in whole or in part, of a provision of 
this part— 

(1) is not necessary to carry out the trans-
portation policy of section 15101; and 

(2) either (A) the transaction or service is of 
limited scope, or (B) the application, in whole 
or in part, of the provision is not needed to 
protect shippers from the abuse of market 
power. 

(b) INITIATION OF PROCEEDING.—The Board 
may, where appropriate, begin a proceeding 
under this section on its own initiative or an in-
terested party. 

(c) PERIOD OF EXEMPTION.—The Board may 
specify the period of time during which an ex-
emption granted under this section is effective. 

(d) REVOCATION.—The Board may revoke an ex-
emption, to the extent it specifies, when it finds 
that application, in whole or in part, of a provi-
sion of this part to the person, class, or trans-
portation is necessary to carry out the transpor-
tation policy of section 15101. 

(Added Pub. L. 104–88, title I, § 106(a), Dec. 29, 
1995, 109 Stat. 923.) 

CHAPTER 155—RATES 

Sec. 

15501. Standards for pipeline rates, classifications, 

through routes, rules, and practices. 
15502. Authority for pipeline carriers to establish 

rates, classifications, rules, and practices. 
15503. Authority and criteria: rates, classifications, 

rules, and practices prescribed by Board. 
15504. Government traffic. 
15505. Prohibition against discrimination by pipe-

line carriers. 
15506. Facilities for interchange of traffic. 

§ 15501. Standards for pipeline rates, classifica-
tions, through routes, rules, and practices 

(a) REASONABLENESS.—A rate, classification, 
rule, or practice related to transportation or 
service provided by a pipeline carrier subject to 
this part must be reasonable. A through route 
established by such a carrier must be reason-
able. 

(b) NONDISCRIMINATION.—A pipeline carrier 
providing transportation subject to this part 
may not discriminate in its rates against a con-
necting line of any other pipeline, rail, or water 
carrier providing transportation subject to this 
subtitle or unreasonably discriminate against 
that line in the distribution of traffic that is not 
routed specifically by the shipper. 

(Added Pub. L. 104–88, title I, § 106(a), Dec. 29, 
1995, 109 Stat. 923.) 

PRIOR PROVISIONS 

Provisions similar to those in this section were con-

tained in section 10701 of this title prior to the general 

amendment of this subtitle by Pub. L. 104–88, § 102(a). 

EFFECTIVE DATE 

Chapter effective Jan. 1, 1996, except as otherwise 

provided in Pub. L. 104–88, see section 2 of Pub. L. 

104–88, set out as a note under section 701 of this title. 

§ 15502. Authority for pipeline carriers to estab-
lish rates, classifications, rules, and practices 

A pipeline carrier providing transportation or 
service subject to this part shall establish— 

(1) rates and classifications for transpor-
tation and service it may provide under this 
part; and 

(2) rules and practices on matters related to 
that transportation or service. 

(Added Pub. L. 104–88, title I, § 106(a), Dec. 29, 
1995, 109 Stat. 923.) 

PRIOR PROVISIONS 

Provisions similar to those in this section were con-

tained in section 10702 of this title prior to the general 

amendment of this subtitle by Pub. L. 104–88, § 102(a). 

§ 15503. Authority and criteria: rates, classifica-
tions, rules, and practices prescribed by 
Board 

(a) IN GENERAL.—When the Board, after a full 
hearing, decides that a rate charged or collected 
by a pipeline carrier for transportation subject 
to this part, or that a classification, rule, or 
practice of that carrier, does or will violate this 
part, the Board may prescribe the rate, classi-
fication, rule, or practice to be followed. In pre-
scribing the rate, classification, rule, or prac-
tice, the Board may utilize rate reasonableness 
procedures that provide an effective simulation 
of a market-based price for a stand alone pipe-
line. The Board may order the carrier to stop 
the violation. When a rate, classification, rule, 
or practice is prescribed under this subsection, 
the affected carrier may not publish, charge, or 
collect a different rate and shall adopt the clas-
sification and observe the rule or practice pre-
scribed by the Board. 

(b) FACTORS TO CONSIDER.—When prescribing a 
rate, classification, rule, or practice for trans-
portation or service by a pipeline carrier, the 
Board shall consider, among other factors— 

(1) the effect of the prescribed rate, classi-
fication, rule, or practice on the movement of 
traffic by that carrier; 

(2) the need for revenues that are sufficient, 
under honest, economical, and efficient man-
agement, to let the carrier provide that trans-
portation or service; and 

(3) the availability of other economic trans-
portation alternatives. 

(c) PROCEEDING.—The Board may begin a pro-
ceeding under this section on complaint. A com-
plaint under this section must contain a full 
statement of the facts and the reasons for the 
complaint and must be made under oath. 

(Added Pub. L. 104–88, title I, § 106(a), Dec. 29, 
1995, 109 Stat. 924.) 

PRIOR PROVISIONS 

Provisions similar to those in this section were con-

tained in section 10704 of this title prior to the general 

amendment of this subtitle by Pub. L. 104–88, § 102(a). 

§ 15504. Government traffic 

A pipeline carrier providing transportation or 
service for the United States Government may 
transport property for the United States Gov-
ernment without charge or at a rate reduced 
from the applicable commercial rate. Section 
6101(b) to (d) of title 41 does not apply when 
transportation for the United States Govern-
ment can be obtained from a carrier lawfully op-
erating in the area where the transportation 
would be provided. 
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