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§ 2501. Definition 

In this chapter, the term ‘‘congressional de-
fense committees’’ means— 

(1) the Committee on Armed Services and 
the Committee on Appropriations of the Sen-
ate; and 

(2) the Committee on Armed Services and 
the Committee on Appropriations of the House 
of Representatives. 

(Pub. L. 107–314, div. D, § 4002, as added Pub. L. 
108–136, div. C, title XXXI, § 3141(c)(2), Nov. 24, 
2003, 117 Stat. 1756.) 

SHORT TITLE 

Pub. L. 107–314, div. D, § 4001(a), formerly div. C, title 

XXXVI, § 3601, Dec. 2, 2002, 116 Stat. 2756, renumbered 

div. D, § 4001, and amended by Pub. L. 108–136, div. C, 

title XXXI, § 3141(c)(1)(A)–(D)(ii), Nov. 24, 2003, 117 Stat. 

1753, provided that: ‘‘This division [enacting this chap-

ter] may be cited as the ‘Atomic Energy Defense Act’.’’ 

TRANSFER AND CONSOLIDATION OF RECURRING AND GEN-

ERAL PROVISIONS ON DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY NA-

TIONAL SECURITY PROGRAMS 

Pub. L. 108–136, div. C, title XXXI, § 3141(a), Nov. 24, 

2003, 117 Stat. 1752, provided that: 
‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—The purpose of this section [see 

Tables for classification] is to assemble together, with-

out substantive amendment but with technical and 

conforming amendments of a non-substantive nature, 

recurring and general provisions of law on Department 

of Energy national security programs that remain in 

force in order to consolidate and organize such provi-

sions of law into a single Act intended to comprise gen-

eral provisions of law on such programs. 
‘‘(2) CONSTRUCTION OF TRANSFERS.—The transfer of a 

provision of law by this section shall not be construed 

as amending, altering, or otherwise modifying the sub-

stantive effect of such provision. 
‘‘(3) TREATMENT OF SATISFIED REQUIREMENTS.—Any re-

quirement in a provision of law transferred under this 

section (including a requirement that an amendment to 

law be executed) that has been fully satisfied in accord-

ance with the terms of such provision of law as of the 

date of transfer under this section shall be treated as 

so fully satisfied, and shall not be treated as being re-

vived solely by reason of transfer under this section. 
‘‘(4) CLASSIFICATION.—The provisions of the Atomic 

Energy Defense Act [Pub. L. 107–314, div. D, 50 U.S.C. 

2501 et seq.], as amended by this section, shall be classi-

fied to the United States Code as a new chapter of title 

50, United States Code.’’ 

SUBCHAPTER I—ORGANIZATIONAL 
MATTERS 

§ 2511. Naval Nuclear Propulsion Program 

The provisions of Executive Order Numbered 
12344, dated February 1, 1982, pertaining to the 
Naval Nuclear Propulsion Program, shall re-
main in force until changed by law. 

(Pub. L. 107–314, div. D, title XLI, § 4101, formerly 
Pub. L. 98–525, title XVI, § 1634, Oct. 19, 1984, 98 
Stat. 2649; renumbered Pub. L. 107–314, div. D, 
title XLI, § 4101, and amended Pub. L. 108–136, 
div. C, title XXXI, § 3141(d)(2), Nov. 24, 2003, 117 
Stat. 1757.) 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

Executive Order Numbered 12344, referred to in text, 

is set out as a note below. 

CODIFICATION 

Section was formerly set out as a note under section 

7158 of Title 42, The Public Health and Welfare, prior to 

renumbering by Pub. L. 108–136. 

TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS 

All national security functions and activities per-

formed immediately before Oct. 5, 1999, by the Office of 



Page 524 TITLE 50—WAR AND NATIONAL DEFENSE § 2512 

Naval Reactors transferred to the Administrator for 

Nuclear Security of the National Nuclear Security Ad-

ministration of the Department of Energy, and the 

Deputy Administrator for Naval Reactors of the Ad-

ministration to be assigned the responsibilities, au-

thorities, and accountability for all functions of the Of-

fice of Naval Reactors under Executive Order No. 12344, 

set out below, see sections 2406 and 2481 of this title. 

EXECUTIVE ORDER NO. 12344 TO REMAIN IN FORCE 

Except as otherwise specified in section 2406 of this 

title and notwithstanding any other provision of title 

XXXII of Pub. L. 106–65 (see Short Title note set out 

under section 2401 of this title), the provisions of Exec-

utive Order No. 12344 (set out below) to remain in full 

force and effect until changed by law, see section 2406 

of this title. 

EX. ORD. NO. 12344. NAVAL NUCLEAR PROPULSION 

PROGRAM 

Ex. Ord. No. 12344, Feb. 1, 1982, 47 F.R. 4979, provided: 

By the authority vested in me as President and as 

Commander in Chief of the Armed Forces of the United 

States of America, with recognition of the crucial im-

portance to national security of the Naval Nuclear Pro-

pulsion Program, and for the purpose of preserving the 

basic structure, policies, and practices developed for 

this Program in the past and assuring that the Pro-

gram will continue to function with excellence, it is 

hereby ordered as follows: 

SECTION 1. The Naval Nuclear Propulsion Program is 

an integrated program carried out by two organiza-

tional units, one in the Department of Energy and the 

other in the Department of the Navy. 

SEC. 2. Both organizational units shall be headed by 

the same individual so that the activities of each may 

continue in practice under common management. This 

individual shall direct the Naval Nuclear Propulsion 

Program in both departments. The director shall be 

qualified by reason of technical background and experi-

ence in naval nuclear propulsion. The director may be 

either a civilian or an officer of the United States 

Navy, active or retired. 

SEC. 3. The Secretary of the Navy (through the Sec-

retary of Defense) and the Secretary of Energy shall 

obtain the approval of the President to appoint the di-

rector of the Naval Nuclear Propulsion Program for 

their respective Departments. The director shall be ap-

pointed to serve a term of eight years, except that the 

Secretary of Energy and the Secretary of the Navy 

may, with mutual concurrence, terminate or extend 

the term of the respective appointments. 

SEC. 4. An officer of the United States Navy ap-

pointed as director shall be nominated for the grade of 

Admiral. A civilian serving as director shall be com-

pensated at a rate to be specified at the time of ap-

pointment. 

SEC. 5. Within the Department of Energy, the Sec-

retary of Energy shall assign to the director the re-

sponsibility of performing the functions of the Division 

of Naval Reactors transferred to the Department of En-

ergy by Section 309(a) of the Department of Energy Or-

ganization Act (42 U.S.C. 7158), including assigned civil-

ian power reactor programs, and any naval nuclear pro-

pulsion functions of the Department of Energy, includ-

ing: 

(a) direct supervision over the Bettis and Knolls 

Atomic Power Laboratories, the Expended Core Facil-

ity and naval reactor prototype plants; 

(b) research, development, design, acquisition, speci-

fication, construction, inspection, installation, certifi-

cation, testing, overhaul, refueling, operating practices 

and procedures, maintenance, supply support, and ulti-

mate disposition, of naval nuclear propulsion plants, 

including components thereof, and any special mainte-

nance and service facilities related thereto; 

(c) the safety of reactors and associated navel [naval] 

nuclear propulsion plants, and control of radiation and 

radioactivity associated with naval nuclear propulsion 

activities, including prescribing and enforcing stand-

ards and regulations for these areas as they affect the 

environment and the safety and health of workers, op-

erators, and the general public; 
(d) training, including training conducted at the 

naval prototype reactors of the Department of Energy, 

and assistance and concurrence in the selection, train-

ing, qualification, and assignment of personnel report-

ing to the director and of personnel who supervise, op-

erate, or maintain naval nuclear propulsion plants; and 
(e) administration of the Naval Nuclear Propulsion 

Program, including oversight of program support in 

areas such as security, nuclear safeguards and trans-

portation, public information, procurement, logistics 

and fiscal management. 
SEC. 6. Within the Department of Energy, the director 

shall report to the Secretary of Energy, through the 

Assistant Secretary assigned nuclear energy functions 

and shall serve as a Deputy Assistant Secretary. The 

director shall have direct access to the Secretary of En-

ergy and other senior officials in the Department of En-

ergy concerning naval nuclear propulsion matters, and 

to all other personnel who supervise, operate or main-

tain naval nuclear propulsion plants and support facili-

ties for the Department of Energy. 
SEC. 7. Within the Department of the Navy, the Sec-

retary of the Navy shall assign to the director respon-

sibility to supervise all technical aspects of the Navy’s 

nuclear propulsion work, including: 
(a) research, development, design, procurement, spec-

ification, construction, inspection, installation, certifi-

cation, testing, overhaul, refueling, operating practices 

and procedures, maintenance, supply support, and ulti-

mate disposition, of naval nuclear propulsion plants, 

including components thereof, and any special mainte-

nance and service facilities related thereto; and 
(b) training programs, including Nuclear Power 

Schools of the Navy, and assistance and concurrence in 

the selection, training, qualification, and assignment 

of personnel reporting to the director and of Govern-

ment personnel who supervise, operate, or maintain 

naval nuclear propulsion plants. 
SEC. 8. Within the Department of the Navy, the Sec-

retary of the Navy shall assign to the director respon-

sibility within the Navy for: 
(a) the safety of reactors and associated naval nu-

clear propulsion plants, and control of radiation and ra-

dioactivity associated with naval nuclear propulsion 

activities, including prescribing and enforcing stand-

ards and regulations for these areas as they affect the 

environment and the safety and health of workers, op-

erators, and the general public. 
(b) administration of the Naval Nuclear Propulsion 

Program, including oversight of program support in 

areas such as security, nuclear safeguards and trans-

portation, public information, procurement, logistics, 

and fiscal management. 
SEC. 9. In addition to any other organizational assign-

ments within the Department of the Navy, the director 

shall report directly to the Chief of Naval Operations. 

The director shall have direct access to the Secretary 

of the Navy and other senior officials in the Depart-

ment of the Navy concerning naval nuclear propulsion 

matters, and to all other Government personnel who 

supervise, operate, or maintain naval nuclear propul-

sion plants and support facilities. 
SEC. 10. This Order is effective on February 1, 1982. 

RONALD REAGAN. 

§ 2512. Reorganization of field activities and 
management of national security functions 

(a) Limitation on delegation of authority 

(1) The Secretary of Energy, in carrying out 
national security programs, may delegate spe-
cific management and planning authority over 
matters relating to site operation of the facili-
ties and laboratories covered by this section 
only to the Assistant Secretary of Energy for 
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