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that will result in savings to the Government 
when the total cost of the movement of baggage 
and household effects is compared with the cost 
that otherwise would have been incurred under 
subsection (b) of section 476 of title 37. 

(Added Pub. L. 96–376, § 7(a), Oct. 3, 1980, 94 Stat. 
1510; amended Pub. L. 97–295, § 2(16), Oct. 12, 1982, 
96 Stat. 1302; Pub. L. 112–81, div. A, title VI, 
§ 631(f)(4)(B), Dec. 31, 2011, 125 Stat. 1465; Pub. L. 
112–239, div. A, title X, § 1076(a)(9), Jan. 2, 2013, 
126 Stat. 1948.) 

AMENDMENTS 

2013—Pub. L. 112–239, § 1076(a)(9), made technical 
amendment to directory language of Pub. L. 112–81, 
§ 631(f)(4)(B). See 2011 Amendment note below. 

2011—Pub. L. 112–81, § 631(f)(4)(B), as amended by Pub. 
L. 112–239, § 1076(a)(9), substituted ‘‘476’’ for ‘‘406’’ in two 
places. 

1982—Pub. L. 97–295 struck out ‘‘, United States 
Code,’’ after ‘‘title 37’’ first time appearing, and 
‘‘, United States Code’’ after ‘‘title 37’’ second time ap-
pearing. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 2013 AMENDMENT 

Pub. L. 112–239, div. A, title X, § 1076(a), Jan. 2, 2013, 
126 Stat. 1947, provided that the amendment made by 
section 1076(a)(9) is effective Dec. 31, 2011, and as if in-
cluded in Pub. L. 112–81 as enacted. 

§ 513. Retroactive payment of pay and allowances 
delayed by administrative error or oversight 

Under regulations prescribed by the Secretary, 
the Coast Guard may authorize retroactive pay-
ment of pay and allowances, including selective 
reenlistment bonuses, to enlisted members if en-
titlement to the pay and allowances was delayed 
in vesting solely because of an administrative 
error or oversight. 

(Added Pub. L. 100–448, § 13(a), Sept. 28, 1988, 102 
Stat. 1844.) 

§ 514. Reimbursement for adoption expenses 

(a) AUTHORIZATION TO REIMBURSE.—The Sec-
retary shall carry out a program under which a 
member of the Coast Guard may be reimbursed, 
as provided in this section, for qualifying adop-
tion expenses incurred by the member in the 
adoption of a child under 18 years of age. 

(b) ADOPTIONS COVERED.—An adoption for 
which expenses may be reimbursed under this 
section includes an adoption by a single person, 
an infant adoption, an intercountry adoption, 
and an adoption of a child with special needs (as 
defined in section 473(c) of the Social Security 
Act (42 U.S.C. 673(c))). 

(c) BENEFITS PAID AFTER ADOPTION IS FINAL.— 
Benefits paid under this section in the case of an 
adoption may be paid only after the adoption is 
final. 

(d) TREATMENT OF OTHER BENEFITS.—A benefit 
may not be paid under this section for any ex-
pense paid to or for a member of the Coast 
Guard under any other adoption benefits pro-
gram administered by the Federal Government 
or under any such program administered by a 
State or local government. 

(e) LIMITATIONS.—(1) Not more than $2,000 may 
be paid under this section to a member of the 
Coast Guard, or to two such members who are 
spouses of each other, for expenses incurred in 
the adoption of a child. 

(2) Not more than $5,000 may be paid under 
this section to a member of the Coast Guard, or 
to two such members who are spouses of each 
other, for adoptions by such member (or mem-
bers) in any calendar year. 

(f) REGULATIONS.—The Secretary shall pre-
scribe regulations to carry out this section. 

(g) DEFINITIONS.—In this section: 
(1) The term ‘‘qualifying adoption expenses’’ 

means reasonable and necessary expenses that 
are directly related to the legal adoption of a 
child under 18 years of age, but only if such 
adoption is arranged by a qualified adoption 
agency. Such term does not include any ex-
pense incurred— 

(A) by an adopting parent for travel; or 
(B) in connection with an adoption ar-

ranged in violation of Federal, State, or 
local law. 

(2) The term ‘‘reasonable and necessary ex-
penses’’ includes— 

(A) public and private agency fees, includ-
ing adoption fees charged by an agency in a 
foreign country; 

(B) placement fees, including fees charged 
adoptive parents for counseling; 

(C) legal fees (including court costs) in 
connection with services that are unavail-
able to a member of the Coast Guard under 
section 1044 or 1044a of title 10; and 

(D) medical expenses, including hospital 
expenses of the biological mother of the 
child to be adopted and of a newborn infant 
to be adopted. 

(3) The term ‘‘qualified adoption agency’’ 
means any of the following: 

(A) A State or local government agency 
which has responsibility under State or local 
law for child placement through adoption. 

(B) A nonprofit, voluntary adoption agen-
cy which is authorized by State or local law 
to place children for adoption. 

(C) Any other source authorized by a State 
to provide adoption placement if the adop-
tion is supervised by a court under State or 
local law. 

(Added Pub. L. 102–190, div. A, title VI, § 651(b)(1), 
Dec. 5, 1991, 105 Stat. 1386; amended Pub. L. 
102–484, div. A, title X, § 1054(g), Oct. 23, 1992, 106 
Stat. 2503; Pub. L. 104–201, div. A, title VI, 
§ 652(b), Sept. 23, 1996, 110 Stat. 2582.) 

AMENDMENTS 

1996—Subsec. (g)(1). Pub. L. 104–201, § 652(b)(1), sub-
stituted ‘‘qualified adoption agency.’’ for ‘‘State or 
local government agency which has responsibility 
under State or local law for child placement through 
adoption or by a nonprofit, voluntary adoption agency 
which is authorized by State or local law to place chil-
dren for adoption.’’ 

Subsec. (g)(3). Pub. L. 104–201, § 652(b)(2), added par. 
(3). 

1992—Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 102–484 inserted a close pa-
renthesis before period at end. 

EFFECTIVE DATE 

Section effective Dec. 5, 1991, and applicable to adop-
tions completed on or after that date, see section 651(c) 
of Pub. L. 102–190, set out as a note under section 1052 
of Title 10, Armed Forces. 
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REIMBURSEMENT FOR ADOPTIONS COMPLETED DURING 
INTERIM BETWEEN TEST AND PERMANENT PROGRAM 

For provisions relating to reimbursement for adop-
tion expenses and time period for application, see sec-
tion 652 of Pub. L. 102–484, set out as a note under sec-
tion 1052 of Title 10, Armed Forces. 

§ 515. Child development services 

(a) The Commandant may make child develop-
ment services available for members and civil-
ian employees of the Coast Guard, and there-
after as space is available for members of the 
Armed Forces and Federal civilian employees. 
Child development service benefits provided 
under the authority of this section shall be in 
addition to benefits provided under other laws. 

(b)(1) The Commandant is authorized to use 
appropriated funds available to the Coast Guard 
to provide child development services. 

(2)(A) The Commandant is authorized to estab-
lish, by regulations, fees to be charged parents 
for the attendance of children at Coast Guard 
child development centers. 

(B) Fees to be charged, pursuant to subpara-
graph (A), shall be based on family income, ex-
cept that the Commandant may, on a case-by- 
base basis, establish fees at lower rates if such 
rates would not be competitive with rates at 
local child development centers. 

(C) The Commandant is authorized to collect 
and expend fees, established pursuant to this 
subparagraph, and such fees shall, without fur-
ther appropriation, remain available until ex-
pended for the purpose of providing services, in-
cluding the compensation of employees and the 
purchase of consumable and disposable items, at 
Coast Guard child development centers. 

(3) The Commandant is authorized to use ap-
propriated funds available to the Coast Guard to 
provide assistance to family home daycare pro-
viders so that family home daycare services can 
be provided to uniformed service members and 
civilian employees of the Coast Guard at a cost 
comparable to the cost of services provided by 
Coast Guard child development centers. 

(c) The Commandant shall provide for regular 
and unannounced inspections of each child de-
velopment center under this section and may 
use Department of Defense or other training 
programs to ensure that all child development 
center employees under this section meet mini-
mum standards of training with respect to early 
childhood development, activities and discipli-
nary techniques appropriate to children of dif-
ferent ages, child abuse prevention and detec-
tion, and appropriate emergency medical proce-
dures. 

(d) The Secretary shall promulgate regula-
tions to implement this section. The regulations 
shall establish fees to be charged for child devel-
opment services provided under this section 
which take into consideration total family in-
come. 

(e) For purposes of this section, the term 
‘‘child development center’’ does not include a 
child care services facility for which space is al-
lotted under section 616 of the Act of December 
22, 1987 (40 U.S.C. 490b). 

(Added Pub. L. 104–324, title II, § 201(a), Oct. 19, 
1996, 110 Stat. 3906; amended Pub. L. 111–281, title 
II, § 222, Oct. 15, 2010, 124 Stat. 2920.) 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

Section 616 of the Act of December 22, 1987 (40 U.S.C. 
490b), referred to in subsec. (e), is section 101(m) [title 
VI, § 616] of Pub. L. 100–202, Dec. 22, 1987, 101 Stat. 
1329–390, 1329–423, which was classified to section 490b of 
former Title 40, Public Buildings, Property, and Works, 
and was repealed and reenacted as section 590(a)–(d) and 
(f) of Title 40, Public Buildings, Property, and Works, 
by Pub. L. 107–217, §§ 1, 6(b), Aug. 21, 2002, 116 Stat. 1062, 
1304. 

AMENDMENTS 

2010—Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 111–281, § 222(1), added sub-
sec. (b) and struck out former subsec. (b) which related 
to use of fees paid for services at Coast Guard child de-
velopment centers. 

Subsecs. (d) to (g). Pub. L. 111–281, § 222(2), (3), redesig-
nated subsecs. (f) and (g) as (d) and (e), respectively, 
and struck out former subsecs. (d) and (e) which read as 
follows: 

‘‘(d) Of the amounts available to the Coast Guard 
each fiscal year for operating expenses (and in addition 
to amounts received as fees), the Secretary may use for 
child development services under this section an 
amount not to exceed the total amount the Com-
mandant estimates will be received by the Coast Guard 
in the fiscal year as fees for the provision of those serv-
ices. 

‘‘(e) The Commandant may use appropriated funds 
available to the Coast Guard to provide assistance to 
family home day care providers so that family home 
day care services can be provided to uniformed service 
members and civilian employees of the Coast Guard at 
a cost comparable to the cost of services provided by 
Coast Guard child development centers.’’ 

USE OF COAST GUARD AND MILITARY CHILD 
DEVELOPMENT CENTERS 

Pub. L. 108–293, title II, § 225, Aug. 9, 2004, 118 Stat. 
1040, provided that: ‘‘The Secretary of Defense and the 
Secretary of the department in which the Coast Guard 
is operating, when operating other than as a service in 
the Navy, may agree to provide child care services to 
members of the armed forces, with reimbursement, in 
Coast Guard and military child development centers 
supported in whole or in part with appropriated funds. 
For purposes of military child development centers op-
erated under the authority of subchapter II of chapter 
88 of title 10, United States Code, the child of a member 
of the Coast Guard shall be considered the same as the 
child of a member of any of the other armed forces.’’ 

§ 516. Presentation of United States flag upon re-
tirement 

(a) PRESENTATION OF FLAG.—Upon the release 
of a member of the Coast Guard from active 
duty for retirement, the Secretary shall present 
a United States flag to the member. 

(b) MULTIPLE PRESENTATIONS NOT AUTHOR-
IZED.—A member is not eligible for a presen-
tation of a flag under subsection (a) if the mem-
ber has previously been presented a flag under 
this section or any other provision of law pro-
viding for the presentation of a United States 
flag incident to release from active service for 
retirement. 

(c) NO COST TO RECIPIENT.—The presentation 
of a flag under this section shall be at no cost to 
the recipient. 

(Added Pub. L. 105–261, div. A, title VI, § 644(d)(1), 
Oct. 17, 1998, 112 Stat. 2049; amended Pub. L. 
106–65, div. A, title VI, § 652(e), Oct. 5, 1999, 113 
Stat. 666; Pub. L. 107–296, title XVII, § 1704(a), 
Nov. 25, 2002, 116 Stat. 2314; Pub. L. 107–314, div. 
A, title X, § 1062(b)(2), Dec. 2, 2002, 116 Stat. 2650; 
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