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In the future, your progress may well be
measured not by glorious victories but by
gradual improvements. And therefore, in
your efforts you will need time and patience,
two virtues that Leo Tolstoy called the
strongest of all warriors.

You must know in this endeavor that you
will not be alone, for Russians and Americans
share this bond. We both must learn from
our past, and we both must find the courage
to change to make the future that our chil-
dren deserve. For the sake of your generation
and generations to come, I believe we will
all rise to the challenge.

Thank you very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 6:12 p.m. in the
Main Hall. In his remarks, he referred to Viktor
Antonovich Sadovnichy, rector of the university;
Foreign Minister Andrey Kozyrev of Russia; and
journalist Dmitriy Kholodov and television per-
sonality Vladislav Listyev, who were recently as-
sassinated in Russia. A tape was not available for
verification of the content of these remarks.

Statement on Trade With Japan
May 10, 1995

For more than 2 years, I have committed
my administration to a bipartisan effort to
open world markets. I have done this because
where markets are open, Americans compete
and win, and that means more high-paying
U.S. jobs.

Over the past 20 months, my administra-
tion has made every effort through negotia-
tions to remove obstacles to Japan’s auto and
auto parts market. Unfortunately, those ne-
gotiations have not produced meaningful re-
sults. Today, we announced U.S. action in
response to the continued discrimination
against U.S. and foreign competitive autos
and auto parts in Japan. I want to underscore
my strong support for these actions.

At my direction, my administration will fi-
nalize a preliminary list of Japanese goods
for retaliation. I also have directed Ambas-
sador Kantor to send a pre-filing notification
to the Director General of the WTO, indicat-
ing our intent to pursue a WTO case against
Japan’s unfair trading practices in the auto
and auto parts sector.

Japan is a valued friend and ally. Our polit-
ical and strategic relations are strong. Even
in trade, we have worked together to pro-
mote successes in the Asia-Pacific Economic
Cooperation forum (APEC) and the Uruguay
round of the GATT. It is in the context of
this overall strong relationship that we must
directly address our differences.

Message to the Congress
Transmitting the ‘‘Gun-Free School
Zones Amendments Act of 1995’’
May 10, 1995

To the Congress of the United States:
Today I am transmitting for your imme-

diate consideration and passage the ‘‘Gun-
Free School Zones Amendments Act of
1995.’’ This Act will provide the jurisdictional
element for the Gun-Free School Zones Act
of 1990 required by the Supreme Court’s re-
cent decision in United States v. Lopez.

In a 5–4 decision, the Court in Lopez held
that the Congress had exceeded its authority
under the Commerce Clause by enacting the
Gun-Free School Zones Act of 1990, codified
at 18 U.S.C. 922(q). The Court found that
this Act did not contain the jurisdictional ele-
ment that would ensure that the firearms
possession in question has the requisite nexus
with interstate commerce.

In the wake of that decision, I directed
Attorney General Reno to present to me an
analysis of Lopez and to recommend a legis-
lative solution to the problem identified by
that decision. Her legislative recommenda-
tion is presented in this proposal.

The legislative proposal would amend the
Gun-Free School Zones Act by adding the
requirement that the Government prove that
the firearm has ‘‘moved in or the possession
of such firearm otherwise affects interstate
or foreign commerce.’’

The addition of this jurisdictional element
would limit the Act’s ‘‘reach to a discrete set
of firearm possessions that additionally have
an explicit connection with or effect on inter-
state commerce,’’ as the Court stated in
Lopez, and thereby bring it within the Con-
gress’ Commerce Clause authority.

The Attorney General reported to me that
this proposal would have little, if any, impact

VerDate 19-JAN-98 08:09 Jan 20, 1998 Jkt 010199 PO 00000 Frm 00033 Fmt 1244 Sfmt 1244 W:\DISC\P19MY4.011 p19my4



810 May 10 / Administration of William J. Clinton, 1995

on the ability of prosecutors to charge this
offense, for the vast majority of firearms have
‘‘moved in . . . commerce’’ before reaching
their eventual possessor.

Furthermore, by also including the possi-
bility of proving the offense by showing that
the possession of the firearm ‘‘otherwise af-
fects interstate or foreign commerce,’’ this
proposal would leave open the possibility of
showing, under the facts of a particular case,
that although the firearm itself may not have
‘‘moved in . . . interstate or foreign com-
merce,’’ its possession nonetheless has a suf-
ficient nexus to commerce.

The Attorney General has advised that this
proposal does not require the Government
to prove that a defendant had knowledge that
the firearm ‘‘ has moved in or the possession
of such firearm otherwise affects interstate
or foreign commerce.’’ The defendant must
know only that he or she possesses the fire-
arm.

I am committed to doing everything in my
power to make schools places where young
people can be secure, where they can learn,
and where parents can be confident that dis-
cipline is enforced.

I pledge that the Administration will do
our part to help make our schools safe and
the neighborhoods around them safe. We are
prepared to work immediately with the Con-
gress to enact this legislation. I urge the
prompt and favorable consideration of this
legislative proposal by the Congress.

William J. Clinton

The White House,
May 10, 1995.

Exchange With Reporters Prior to a
Meeting With Opposition Leaders in
Moscow
May 11, 1995

Q. Good morning, Mr. President.
The President. Good morning. How are

you?
Q. Very good, sir. Does President Yeltsin

have any reason to be upset at this meeting
you’re having this morning?

The President. I don’t think so. I’m look-
ing forward to this breakfast. I want to have
this opportunity mostly just to listen to all

these leaders talk about the conditions here
in Russia, what the people are going through.
It’s an opportunity for me to learn and to
reemphasize that I came on this trip because,
first, I wanted to express the feelings of the
United States on the 50th anniversary of the
end of World War II and to finally acknowl-
edge the enormous sacrifice of the Russian
people and, secondly, because I am trying
to increase the security of the people of
America and the people of Russia in this
partnership. So I’m glad to have a chance
to have this meeting.

Q. What are you going to tell them?
The President. Just what I told you just

now. I’m going to listen. I’m going to listen.
Q. Do you think you have—you’ve been

emphasizing the security aspect of your trip.
Do you think you’ve succeeded?

The President. Yes. We’re in better shape
than we were before I got here. It was a good
trip.

[At this point, one group of reporters left the
room, and another group entered.]

Q. [Inaudible]—did you run today, Mr.
President? Did you run today?

The President. I didn’t. I ran yesterday,
and I was——

Q. What about today?
The President. ——in the gym this morn-

ing. I ran away from the weather. I worked
out in the gymnasium at the hotel. I was weak
today. I gave into the weather.

NOTE: The exchange began at 8:45 a.m. at Spaso
House. A tape was not available for verification
of the content of this exchange.

Remarks on Arrival in Kiev, Ukraine
May 11, 1995

President Kuchma, Mrs. Kuchma, distin-
guished members of the government: It is
a great honor for me and for our party to
be in one of Europe’s oldest nations and
youngest democracies.

This trip, which follows my stopover here
in January of 1994 and President Kuchma’s
trip to Washington last fall, will give us an
opportunity to continue the tremendous
progress we have made in building strong
and productive ties between our countries.
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