
810 May 10 / Administration of William J. Clinton, 1995

on the ability of prosecutors to charge this
offense, for the vast majority of firearms have
‘‘moved in . . . commerce’’ before reaching
their eventual possessor.

Furthermore, by also including the possi-
bility of proving the offense by showing that
the possession of the firearm ‘‘otherwise af-
fects interstate or foreign commerce,’’ this
proposal would leave open the possibility of
showing, under the facts of a particular case,
that although the firearm itself may not have
‘‘moved in . . . interstate or foreign com-
merce,’’ its possession nonetheless has a suf-
ficient nexus to commerce.

The Attorney General has advised that this
proposal does not require the Government
to prove that a defendant had knowledge that
the firearm ‘‘ has moved in or the possession
of such firearm otherwise affects interstate
or foreign commerce.’’ The defendant must
know only that he or she possesses the fire-
arm.

I am committed to doing everything in my
power to make schools places where young
people can be secure, where they can learn,
and where parents can be confident that dis-
cipline is enforced.

I pledge that the Administration will do
our part to help make our schools safe and
the neighborhoods around them safe. We are
prepared to work immediately with the Con-
gress to enact this legislation. I urge the
prompt and favorable consideration of this
legislative proposal by the Congress.

William J. Clinton

The White House,
May 10, 1995.

Exchange With Reporters Prior to a
Meeting With Opposition Leaders in
Moscow
May 11, 1995

Q. Good morning, Mr. President.
The President. Good morning. How are

you?
Q. Very good, sir. Does President Yeltsin

have any reason to be upset at this meeting
you’re having this morning?

The President. I don’t think so. I’m look-
ing forward to this breakfast. I want to have
this opportunity mostly just to listen to all

these leaders talk about the conditions here
in Russia, what the people are going through.
It’s an opportunity for me to learn and to
reemphasize that I came on this trip because,
first, I wanted to express the feelings of the
United States on the 50th anniversary of the
end of World War II and to finally acknowl-
edge the enormous sacrifice of the Russian
people and, secondly, because I am trying
to increase the security of the people of
America and the people of Russia in this
partnership. So I’m glad to have a chance
to have this meeting.

Q. What are you going to tell them?
The President. Just what I told you just

now. I’m going to listen. I’m going to listen.
Q. Do you think you have—you’ve been

emphasizing the security aspect of your trip.
Do you think you’ve succeeded?

The President. Yes. We’re in better shape
than we were before I got here. It was a good
trip.

[At this point, one group of reporters left the
room, and another group entered.]

Q. [Inaudible]—did you run today, Mr.
President? Did you run today?

The President. I didn’t. I ran yesterday,
and I was——

Q. What about today?
The President. ——in the gym this morn-

ing. I ran away from the weather. I worked
out in the gymnasium at the hotel. I was weak
today. I gave into the weather.

NOTE: The exchange began at 8:45 a.m. at Spaso
House. A tape was not available for verification
of the content of this exchange.

Remarks on Arrival in Kiev, Ukraine
May 11, 1995

President Kuchma, Mrs. Kuchma, distin-
guished members of the government: It is
a great honor for me and for our party to
be in one of Europe’s oldest nations and
youngest democracies.

This trip, which follows my stopover here
in January of 1994 and President Kuchma’s
trip to Washington last fall, will give us an
opportunity to continue the tremendous
progress we have made in building strong
and productive ties between our countries.
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This week in Washington, Moscow, and
now Kiev, we celebrated an alliance that
turned back the forces of fascism 50 years
ago. Our victory was shared. But its cost to
the people of the former Soviet Union was
unique. On this land alone, more than 5 mil-
lion Ukrainians lost their lives to the war.

Now, the tremendous will the Ukrainian
people brought to the war effort is building
a great future for this nation. The United
States has an important stake in that future.
A secure, stable, and prosperous Ukraine can
become a hub of democracy for Central Eu-
rope and an important political and economic
partner for the United States.

Already, we have seen what such a part-
nership can accomplish. Ukraine chose to
give up nuclear weapons when the former
Soviet Union dissolved. Your decision has
made the Ukrainian people, the American
people, and the entire world much safer and
more secure. On behalf of the United States,
I want to thank you for that brave and wise
decision.

We have also been heartened by the bold
steps Ukraine has taken over the past several
months to foster free markets. Those were
the right steps and the international commu-
nity has given the right response: large-scale
assistance to help Ukraine stay on the path
of reform. I want President Kuchma and the
Ukrainian people to know that the United
States and the West will stay the course with
you.

I look forward to discussing the potential
for strengthening the economic ties between
our two nations. The private sector can be
the engine of economic growth for Ukraine.
And as prosperity takes hold, 52 million
Ukrainians can become major consumers of
our goods and services. That will produce
more jobs, at better wages, in both our coun-
tries.

The United States admires the extraor-
dinary progress Ukraine has made in such
a short time. Building democracy and a suc-
cessful market economy takes time and pa-
tience. Ukrainian people are demonstrating
an abundance of both, and I am here to reaf-
firm our country’s strong support for your
courage and vision.

Thank you very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at approximately 3:25
p.m. in the Mariinsky Palace Courtyard. In his
remarks, he referred to President Leonid Kuchma
of Ukraine and his wife, Lyudmyla Niaolayivna
Kuchma.

Statement on Extension of the
Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty
May 11, 1995

Today in New York the nations of the
world made history. The decision by consen-
sus to extend indefinitely the Nuclear Non-
Proliferation Treaty without conditions is a
critical step in making the American peo-
ple—and people throughout the world—
more safe and secure. It will build a better
future for our children and the generations
to come.

Indefinite extension of the NPT has been
a central priority of my Administration—the
primary item on the most ambitious arms
control agenda since the dawn of the nuclear
age. For twenty-five years, the NPT has been
the cornerstone of global efforts to reduce
the danger of nuclear weapons. Today’s over-
whelming consensus in favor of making the
treaty permanent testifies to a deep and abid-
ing international commitment to confront the
danger posed by nuclear weapons.

It is fitting that we should do this today.
This week, all the world’s peoples have joined
together to commemorate the events of fifty
years ago, when the allied forces defeated
fascism but much of the world lay shattered
by war and shrouded by the dawn of the
atomic age. After five decades of Cold War
competition and the specter of nuclear holo-
caust between East and West, the decision
to make the Non-Proliferation Treaty perma-
nent opens a new and more hopeful chapter
in our history.

The nuclear danger has not ended. The
capability to build nuclear weapons cannot
be unlearned, nor will evil ambition dis-
appear. But the overwhelming consensus in
favor of the Treaty and its future attests to
a deep and abiding international commit-
ment to confront the nuclear danger by re-
jecting nuclear proliferation. This decision
says to our children and all who follow: the
community of nations will remain steadfast
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