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political, cultural, social, and economic life
of our country.

At long last we are seeing the fruits of our
efforts to establish a society made strong by
its vast diversity—a place where women not
only make gains in traditionally male fields,
but also use their talents and perspectives
to enlarge the scope of public life. The ex-
traordinary success of our female athletes at
the Centennial Olympic Games in Atlanta is
one stirring example of this progress. Histori-
cally excluded from so many arenas, today’s
women are carrying a shining torch of hope
for younger generations to follow.

Now the challenge is to keep the doors
of opportunity open and to build on the
changes begun by the ratification of the 19th
Amendment. We must continue to encour-
age women to pursue elected office and to
contribute to the civil discourse. Every
American stands to gain when women and
men of all backgrounds participate in the po-
litical process and exercise their right to vote.
This is a right that we must never take for
granted—and a responsibility we must never
shirk—because it gives each of us a voice in
our national debate and calls every citizen
to join in the pursuit of our Nation’s fun-
damental ideals.

Now, Therefore, I, William J. Clinton,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim August 26, 1996,
as Women’s Equality Day. I call upon all
Americans to reflect on both the struggles
and accomplishments of all women and to
promote the observance of this day with ap-
propriate programs and activities.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this twenty-first day of August, in
the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and
ninety-six, and of the Independence of the
United States of America the two hundred
and twenty-first.

William J. Clinton

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
11:49 a.m., August 22, 1996]

NOTE: This proclamation was published in the
Federal Register on August 23.

Letter to Congressional Leaders
Transmitting a Report on the Korean
Peninsula Energy Development
Organization
August 21, 1996

Dear Mr. lllll:
I transmit herewith the 6-month report re-

quired under the heading ‘‘International Or-
ganizations and Programs’’ in Title IV of the
Foreign Operations Appropriations Act, 1996
(Public Law 104–107), relating to the Korean
Peninsula Energy Development Organiza-
tion (KEDO).

Sincerely,
William J. Clinton

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to Mark O. Hat-
field, chairman, and Robert C. Byrd, ranking
member, Senate Committee on Appropriations;
and Robert L. Livingston, chairman, and David
R. Obey, ranking member, House Committee on
Appropriations.

Letter to Congressional Leaders
Transmitting a Report on the
Partnership For Peace Initiative
August 21, 1996

Dear Mr. lllll:
In accordance with section 514(a) of Pub-

lic Law 103–236 (22 U.S.C. 1928(a)), I am
submitting to you this report on implementa-
tion of the Partnership for Peace (PFP) ini-
tiative.

The ongoing adaptation of Europe’s secu-
rity structures to post-Cold War realities re-
mains one of our highest foreign policy prior-
ities. A central element of this adaptation is
the extension of NATO’s zone of stability and
security to Europe’s emerging democracies.
Over the past two and a half years, the Part-
nership for Peace has made a significant con-
tribution to this goal by forging new coopera-
tive ties between the Alliance and its Part-
ners. This U.S. initiative has united NATO
Allies with countries recently emerged from
communist and traditionally neutral states in
a partnership based on respect for demo-
cratic principles, peaceful resolution of dis-
putes, and practical cooperation.

For all Partners, PFP will be an enduring
instrument for forging stronger ties with
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