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For one thing, I ask Congress to step up sup-
port for building the next-generation Inter-
net. It’s getting kind of clogged, you know,
and the next-generation Internet will operate
at speeds up to 1,000 times faster than today.

Even as we explore this inner space in the
new millennium, we’re going to open new
frontiers in outer space. Throughout all his-
tory, humankind has had only one place to
call home, our planet, Earth. Beginning this
year, 1998, men and women from 16 coun-
tries will build a foothold in the heavens, the
international space station. With its vast ex-
panses, scientists and engineers will actually
set sail on an uncharted sea of limitless mys-
tery and unlimited potential.

And this October, a true American hero,
a veteran pilot of 149 combat missions and
one 5-hour space flight that changed the
world, will return to the heavens. Godspeed,
John Glenn. [Applause] John, you will carry
with you America’s hopes. And on your uni-
form, once again, you will carry America’s
flag, marking the unbroken connection be-
tween the deeds of America’s past and the
daring of America’s future.

Nearly 200 years ago, a tattered flag, its
broad stripes and bright stars still gleaming
through the smoke of a fierce battle, moved
Francis Scott Key to scribble a few words
on the back of an envelope, the words that
became our national anthem. Today, that
Star-Spangled Banner, along with the Dec-
laration of Independence, the Constitution,
and the Bill of Rights, are on display just
a short walk from here. They are America’s
treasures, and we must also save them for
the ages.

I ask all Americans to support our project
to restore all our treasures so that the genera-
tions of the 21st century can see for them-
selves the images and the words that are the
old and continuing glory of America; an
America that has continued to rise through
every age, against every challenge, a people
of great works and greater possibilities, who
have always, always found the wisdom and
strength to come together as one nation—
to widen the circle of opportunity, to deepen
the meaning of our freedom, to form that
more perfect Union. Let that be our gift to
the 21st century.

God bless you, and God bless the United
States.

NOTE: The President spoke at 9:12 p.m. in the
House Chamber of the Capitol. In his remarks,
he referred to former Senator Bob Dole and his
wife, Elizabeth; and President Saddam Hussein
of Iraq.

Message to the Congress Reporting
on Terrorists Who Threaten the
Middle East Peace Process
January 27, 1998

To the Congress of the United States:
I hereby report to the Congress on the de-

velopments concerning the national emer-
gency with respect to terrorists who threaten
to disrupt the Middle East peace process that
was declared in Executive Order 12947 of
January 23, 1995. This report is submitted
pursuant to section 401(c) of the National
Emergencies Act, 50 U.S.C. 1641(c), and
section 204(c) of the International Emer-
gency Economic Powers Act (IEEPA), 50
U.S.C. 1703(c).

1. On January 23, 1995, I signed Executive
Order 12947, ‘‘Prohibiting Transactions with
Terrorists Who Threaten to Disrupt the Mid-
dle East Peace Process’’ (the ‘‘Order’’) (60
Fed. Reg. 5079, January 25, 1995). The Order
blocks all property subject to U.S. jurisdic-
tion in which there is any interest of 12 ter-
rorist organizations that threaten the Middle
East peace process as identified in an Annex
to the Order. The Order also blocks the
property and interests in property subject to
U.S. jurisdiction of persons designated by the
Secretary of State, in coordination with the
Secretary of the Treasury and the Attorney
General, who are found (1) to have commit-
ted, or to pose a significant risk of commit-
ting, acts of violence that have the purpose
or effect of disrupting the Middle East peace
process, or (2) to assist in, sponsor, or provide
financial, material, or technological support
for, or services in support of, such acts of
violence. In addition, the Order blocks all
property and interests in property subject to
U.S. jurisdiction in which there is any inter-
est of persons determined by the Secretary
of the Treasury, in coordination with the Sec-
retary of State and the Attorney General, to
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be owned or controlled by, or to act for or
on behalf of, any other person designated
pursuant to the Order (collectively ‘‘Specially
Designated Terrorists’’ or ‘‘SDTs’’).

The Order further prohibits any trans-
action or dealing by a United States person
or within the United States in property or
interests in property of SDTs, including the
making or receiving of any contribution of
funds, goods, or services to or for the benefit
of such persons. This prohibition includes
donations that are intended to relieve human
suffering.

Designations of persons blocked pursuant
to the Order are effective upon the date of
determination by the Secretary of State or
her delegate, or the Director of the Office
of Foreign Assets Control (OFAC) acting
under authority delegated by the Secretary
of the Treasury. Public notice of blocking is
effective upon the date of filing with the Fed-
eral Register, or upon prior actual notice.

Because terrorist activities continue to
threaten the Middle East peace process and
vital interests of the United States in the
Middle East, on January 21, 1998, I contin-
ued for another year the national emergency
declared on January 23, 1995, and the meas-
ures that took effect on January 24, 1995,
to deal with that emergency. This action was
taken in accordance with section 202(d) of
the National Emergencies Act (50 U.S.C.
1622(d)).

2. On January 25, 1995, the Department
of the Treasury issued a notice listing persons
blocked pursuant to Executive Order 12947
who have been designated by the President
as terrorist organizations threatening the
Middle East peace process or who have been
found to be owned or controlled by, or to
be acting for or on behalf of, these terrorist
organizations (60 Fed. Reg. 5084, January 25,
1995). The notice identified 31 entities that
act for or on behalf of the 12 Middle East
terrorist organizations listed in the Annex to
Executive Order 12947, as well as 18 individ-
uals who are leaders or representatives of
these groups. In addition, the notice pro-
vided 9 name variations or pseudonyms used
by the 18 individuals identified. The list iden-
tifies blocked persons who have been found
to have committed, or to pose a significant
risk of committing, acts of violence that have

the purpose or effect of disrupting the Mid-
dle East peace process or to have assisted
in, sponsored, or provided financial, material,
or technological support for, or services in
support of, such acts of violence, or are
owned or controlled by, or act for or on be-
half of other blocked persons. The Depart-
ment of the Treasury issued three additional
notices adding the names of three individ-
uals, as well as their pseudonyms, to the List
of SDTs (60 Fed. Reg. 41152, August 11,
1995; 60 Fed. Reg. 44932, August 29, 1995;
and 60 Fed. Reg. 58435, November 27,
1995).

3. On February 2, 1996, OFAC issued the
Terrorism Sanctions Regulations (the
‘‘TSRs’’ or the ‘‘Regulations’’) (61 Fed. Reg.
3805, February 2, 1996). The TSRs imple-
ment the President’s declaration of a national
emergency and imposition of sanctions
against certain persons whose acts of violence
have the purpose or effect of disrupting the
Middle East peace process. There has been
one amendment to the TSRs, 31 C.F.R. Part
595 administered by the Office of Foreign
Assets Control of the Department of the
Treasury, since my report of August 5, 1997.
The Regulations were amended on August
25, 1997. General reporting, recordkeeping,
licensing, and other procedural regulations
were moved from the Regulations to a sepa-
rate part (31 C.F.R. Part 501) dealing solely
with such procedural matters (62 Fed. Reg.
45098, August 25, 1997). A copy of the
amendment is attached.

4. Since January 25, 1995, OFAC has
issued three licenses pursuant to the Regula-
tions. These licenses authorize payment of
legal expenses of individuals and the dis-
bursement of funds for normal expenditures
for the maintenance of family members of
individuals designated pursuant to Executive
Order 12947, and for secure storage of tan-
gible assets of Specially Designated Terror-
ists.

5. The expenses incurred by the Federal
Government in the 6-month period from July
22, 1997, through January 22, 1998, that are
directly attributable to the exercise of powers
and authorities conferred by the declaration
of the national emergency with respect to or-
ganizations that disrupt the Middle East
peace process are estimated at approximately
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$165,000. These data do not reflect certain
costs of operations by the intelligence and
law enforcement communities.

6. Executive Order 12947 provides this
Administration with a tool for combating
fundraising in this country on behalf of orga-
nizations that use terror to undermine the
Middle East peace process. The Order
makes it harder for such groups to finance
these criminal activities by cutting off their
access to sources of support in the United
States and to U.S. financial facilities. It is also
intended to reach charitable contributions to
designated organizations and individuals to
preclude diversion of such donations to ter-
rorist activities.

Executive Order 12947 demonstrates the
United States determination to confront and
combat those who would seek to destroy the
Middle East peace process, and our commit-
ment to the global fight against terrorism. I
shall continue to exercise the powers at my
disposal to apply economic sanctions against
extremists seeking to destroy the hopes of
peaceful coexistence between Arabs and
Israelis as long as these measures are appro-
priate, and will continue to report periodi-
cally to the Congress on significant develop-
ments pursuant to 50 U.S.C. 1703(c).

William J. Clinton

The White House,
January 27, 1998.

NOTE: This message was released by the Office
of the Press Secretary on January 28.

Remarks at the University of Illinois
in Champaign-Urbana, Illinois
January 28, 1998

The President. Thank you very much.
Well, I was just sitting here thinking two
things. First, when the Vice President got
really warmed up—[laughter]—I thought to
myself, first, it will become slightly obvious
to this audience that he and I come from
a little further south in the United States.
[Laughter] And then I was thinking, when
he really got going, I wish I had people walk-
ing the aisles passing the plate. It was amaz-
ing. [Laughter]

Anyway, the second thing I thought in the
midst of this wonderful event was that I wish
that I could take the Pep Band with me for
the next month or two wherever I go. [Ap-
plause] Thank you.

Audience members. We love you, Bill!
The President. Thank you. I want to say

to Chancellor Aiken and President Stukel
and Mayor McCollum, Mayor Satterthwaite,
Congressman Ewing, Senator Durbin and
Senator Moseley-Braun, Secretary Riley, and
Mr. Vice President, I am delighted to be
here. I have spent a lot of time in Illinois
in the last 7 years, and this State has been
very good to me in many ways. The Vice
President has been here a lot, and Hillary
came and got a honorary degree and was able
to speak here. And I have heard from also
our families, friends what a wonderful place
this is. I don’t know how, with all my roaming
across America, I have never lit down here
before, but I’m sure glad I got here today.
And I thank you for making me feel so wel-
come.

If you heard the State of the Union last
night or just listened to the Vice President
here today you know that—you know there’s
a reason we’re here, because you represent,
both all of you individually and this great in-
stitution, what we’re trying to build for the
future of America. Last night I talked about
all the changes that have occurred just in the
last few years. We’ve had one foot in the 21st
century for quite some time. The generation
living today has lived through more changes
in more different areas in a shorter time than
virtually any generation in the history of this
country.

And when the Vice President and I took
office, we were committed to trying to make
America work again, to try to fix the things
that just weren’t working for ordinary people,
and then to free us up to sort of imagine
the future and take the steps that were nec-
essary to get us to the future we want to
build. That’s really what I talked about last
night: How can we strengthen this country
for the 21st century; what do we have to do?

Now, I don’t want to go over everything
that was said, and besides that, I can’t do
as well as the Vice President. He must have
gotten 30 more minutes sleep than I did last
night. [Laughter] He was terrific. But I want
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