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to go back around and go through again, but
it’s not any kind of a big deal. That should
be what we are working for. We should be
working and working and working; we
shouldn’t stop until we basically have the ca-
pacity to check every vehicle that crosses our
border in a way that doesn’t shut commerce
down and unduly burden totally innocent
people who are just going about their lives.

And I want you to help us when this trans-
portation bill comes up, and I want you to
help us when the drug budget comes up to
get that kind of structure, because you have
got to have more help in trying to cut off
the drugs at the source in the first place. And
we’re going to do our best to give it to you.

The last point I want to make is I believe
that our cities can embody the image that
I have for America in the 21st century be-
cause they are the most diverse places in
America. And as we become more diverse,
in a funny way we’ve got to become more
united. As we become more diverse, we have
to learn to celebrate what’s different about
ourselves, but we have to hold even tighter
to the things that bind us together at the fam-
ily and the neighborhood and the community
level.

We’re going to reauthorize the national
service program, AmeriCorps, this year. I
hope all of you will support because you have
really used it a lot. I know General Powell
is going to speak to you before you end your
conference, and I hope all of you will support
what he’s doing. That Presidents’ Summit on
Service in Philadelphia last April was a re-
markable thing. The idea that we ought to
mobilize hundreds of thousands of volun-
teers, maybe millions of them, to give every
child a safe street to grow up on, a good
school to attend, a good health care system
so that the child is healthy, a mentor, and
the chance to serve—those are five laudable
goals.

And if you think about it, in terms of what
I just said, about the economy and education
and crime—if we have a country in which
in every city, across the lines of race, people
have an equal chance to work together, to
learn together, to serve together, we’re going
to get along together just fine. You all show
that every day. And most of you have a good
time doing it. I think it’s fun to be a mayor

these days, isn’t it? [Laughter] I think you’re
having a good time doing it.

When I think of one America, I think of
all the places I’ve been in all of your commu-
nities, where people are living together,
learning together, working together, serving
together, closing those opportunity gaps,
building one country. The best days of this
country are ahead of us. All we have to do
is to bear down and do more of what you
have been doing these last few years.

Thank you, and God bless you all.

NOTE: The President spoke at 9:57 a.m. in the
State Dining Room at the White House. In his
remarks he referred to Mayor Paul Helmke of
Fort Wayne, IN; Mayor Wellington Webb of Den-
ver, CO; Mayor Jim Dailey of Little Rock, AR;
and Mayor Thomas Menino of Boston, MA.

Statement on the Japan-United
States Civil Aviation Agreement
January 30, 1998

I am pleased that the United States has
reached a landmark agreement with Japan
that will dramatically increase air service be-
tween our countries. This agreement will ex-
pand a $10 billion market that services nearly
12 million passengers and carries well over
1 billion pounds of cargo each year. It will
allow more U.S. cities to have direct service
to Japan and give U.S. airlines extensive new
rights to fly into and beyond Japan. This in-
creased competition means more choices for
American business travelers and tourists
alike.

Like our agreements on telecommuni-
cations and financial services, this aviation
agreement reflects my policy of opening the
world’s markets in areas where American
companies are most competitive. In aviation
alone, we have already concluded far-reach-
ing agreements with Germany, Canada, and
20 other nations. Along with today’s agree-
ment, these pacts are moving international
aviation into a 21st* century where consumer
needs, not governments, will determine
where and how often passenger and cargo
planes travel.
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I want to thank Secretaries Albright and
Slater and the negotiators at the Depart-
ments of State and Transportation for their
sustained efforts in reaching this historic
agreement.

Proclamation 7066—American Heart
Month, 1998
January 30, 1998

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
Fifty years ago, a heart attack meant an

end to an active lifestyle, and, for a third of
those stricken, it meant death. Thankfully,
the past half-century has brought us an array
of advances in the prevention and treatment
of heart disease. Procedures such as balloon
angioplasty and coronary artery bypass grafts,
noninvasive diagnostic tests, and drugs that
treat high blood pressure and clots and re-
duce high blood cholesterol have enabled
Americans to live longer and healthier lives.
Equally important, we have become better
educated during the past five decades about
heart disease risk factors and how to control
them.

This year, two of the groups most respon-
sible for this remarkable progress—the Na-
tional Heart, Lung, and Blood Institute and
the American Heart Association—are cele-
brating their golden anniversaries. The Na-
tional Heart, Lung, and Blood Institute, part
of the National Institutes of Health, leads the
Federal Government’s efforts against heart
disease by supporting research and education
for the public, heart patients, and health care
professionals. The American Heart Associa-
tion plays a crucial role in the fight against
heart disease through its research and edu-
cation programs and its vital network of dedi-
cated volunteers.

Despite the encouraging developments in
that fight, we still face many challenges.
Heart disease continues to be the leading
cause of death in this country, killing more
than 700,000 Americans each year. The num-
ber of Americans with heart disease or a risk
factor for it is staggering. Approximately 58
million have some form of cardiovascular dis-
ease, about 50 million have high blood pres-

sure, and about 52 million have high blood
cholesterol. Americans are also becoming
more overweight and less active—two key
factors that increase the risk of heart disease.
Most disturbing, for the first time in decades,
Americans are losing ground against some
cardiovascular diseases. The rate of stroke
has risen slightly, the prevalence of heart fail-
ure has increased, and the decline in the
death rate for those with coronary heart dis-
ease has slowed.

Women are particularly hard hit by this
disease, in part because public health mes-
sages too often have not focused on how this
segment of our population can best protect
their hearts. The American Heart Association
recently discovered that only 8 percent of
American women know that heart disease
and stroke are the greatest health threats for
women, and 90 percent of women polled did
not know the most common heart attack sig-
nals for women.

For a variety of reasons, including poorer
access to preventive health care services, mi-
norities in America have high mortality rates
due to heart disease. The American Heart
Association reported that, in 1995, cardio-
vascular disease death rates were about 49
percent greater for African American men
than for white men, and about 67 percent
higher for African American women than
white women. In addition, the prevalence of
diabetes—a major risk factor for heart dis-
ease—is very high in some of our Native
American populations, and Asian Americans
have a high mortality rate for stroke.

However, both the National Heart, Lung,
and Blood Institute and the American Heart
Association have undertaken activities to
counter these trends. Both groups have initi-
ated major efforts to better inform women
and minorities about the threat of heart dis-
ease and the steps that can be taken both
to prevent and treat it. These fine organiza-
tions also continue their efforts to educate
health professionals on improving medical
practice in heart health and to inform pa-
tients and the public about how to reduce
their risk of heart disease. As we celebrate
their 50th anniversaries, let us resolve to
build on their record of accomplishment. By
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