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discovered again that even in tragedy—espe-
cially in tragedy—God is near.

In a single instant, we realized that this
will be a decisive decade in the history of
liberty, that we’ve been called to a unique
role in human events. Rarely has the world
faced a choice more clear or consequential.

Our enemies send other people’s children
on missions of suicide and murder. They em-
brace tyranny and death as a cause and a
creed. We stand for a different choice, made
long ago on the day of our founding. We af-
firm it again today. We choose freedom and
the dignity of every life.

Steadfast in our purpose, we now press on.
We have known freedom’s price. We have
shown freedom’s power. And in this great
conflict, my fellow Americans, we will see
freedom’s victory.

Thank you all. May God bless.

NOTE: The President spoke at 9:15 p.m. in the
House Chamber of the Capitol. In his remarks,
he referred to Corona, CA, resident Guillermo
Sobero, who was kidnapped May 27, 2001, and
later killed by the Abu Sayyaf terrorist group oper-
ating in the southern Philippines; President
Pervez Musharraf of Pakistan; and alleged ter-
rorist Richard C. Reid. The Office of the Press
Secretary also released a Spanish language tran-
script of this address.

Message to the Congress on
Termination of Suspensions
Pertaining to the Export of Defense
Articles or Services to Japan
January 25, 2002

To the Congress of the United States:
Pursuant to the authority vested in me by

section 902 of the Foreign Relations Author-
ization Act, Fiscal Years 1990 and 1991 (Pub-
lic Law 101–246) (the ‘‘Act’’), and as Presi-
dent of the United States, I hereby report
to the Congress that it is in the national inter-
est of the United States to terminate the sus-
pensions under section 902 of the Act insofar
as such suspensions pertain to the export of
defense articles or defense services in sup-
port of efforts by the Government of Japan
to destroy Japanese chemical weapons aban-
doned during World War II in the People’s
Republic of China. License requirements re-

main in place for these exports and require
review and approval on a case-by-case basis
by the United States Government.

George W. Bush

The White House,
January 25, 2002.

NOTE: This message was released by the Office
of the Press Secretary on January 30.

Executive Order 13254—
Establishing the USA Freedom
Corps
January 29, 2002

By the authority vested in me as President
by the Constitution and the laws of the
United States of America, it is hereby or-
dered as follows:

Section 1. Policy. Building on our Na-
tion’s rich tradition of citizen service, this Ad-
ministration’s policy is to foster a culture of
responsibility, service, and citizenship by
promoting, expanding, and enhancing public
service opportunities for all Americans and
by making these opportunities readily avail-
able to citizens from all geographic areas,
professions, and walks of life. More specifi-
cally, this Administration encourages all
Americans to serve their country for the
equivalent of at least 2 years (4,000 hours)
over their lifetimes. Toward those ends, the
executive departments, agencies, and offices
constituting the USA Freedom Corps shall
coordinate and strengthen Federal and other
service opportunities, including opportuni-
ties for participation in homeland security
preparedness and response, other areas of
public and social service, and international
service. The executive branch departments,
agencies, and offices also will work with State
and local governments and private entities
to foster and encourage participation in pub-
lic and social service programs, as appro-
priate.

Sec. 2. USA Freedom Corps. The USA
Freedom Corps shall be an interagency ini-
tiative, bringing together executive branch
departments, agencies, and offices with pub-
lic service programs and components, includ-
ing but not limited to programs and compo-
nents with the following functions:
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(i) recruiting, mobilizing, and encour-
aging all Americans to engage in pub-
lic service;

(ii) providing concrete opportunities to
engage in public service;

(iii) providing the public with access to in-
formation about public service oppor-
tunities through Federal programs
and elsewhere; and

(iv) providing recognition and awards to
volunteers and other participants in
public service programs.

Sec. 3. USA Freedom Corps Council. (a)
Establishment and Mission. There shall be
a USA Freedom Corps Council (Council)
chaired by the President and composed of
heads of executive branch departments,
agencies, and offices, which shall have the
following functions:

(i) serving as a forum for Federal offi-
cials responsible for public service
programs to coordinate and improve
public service programs and activities
administered by the executive branch;

(ii) working to encourage all Americans
to engage in public service, whether
through Federal programs or other-
wise;

(iii) advising the President and heads of
executive branch departments, agen-
cies, and offices concerning the opti-
mization of current Federal programs
to enhance public service opportuni-
ties;

(iv) coordinating public outreach and
publicity of citizen service opportuni-
ties provided by Federal programs;

(v) encouraging schools, universities, pri-
vate public service organizations, and
other non-Federal entities to foster
and reward public service;

(vi) studying the availability of public
service opportunities provided by the
Federal Government and elsewhere;
and

(vii) tracking progress in participation in
public service programs.

(b) Membership. In addition to the Chair,
the members of the Council shall be the
heads of the executive branch departments,
agencies, and offices listed below, or their
designees, and such other officers of the ex-
ecutive branch as the President may from

time to time designate. Every member of the
Council or designee shall be a full-time or
permanent part-time officer or employee of
the Federal Government. Members shall not
be compensated for their service on the
Council in addition to the salaries they re-
ceive as employees or officers of the Federal
Government.

(i) Vice President;
(ii) Attorney General;

(iii) Secretary of State;
(iv) Secretary of Health and Human Serv-

ices;
(v) Secretary of Commerce;

(vi) Secretary of Education;
(vii) Secretary of Veterans Affairs;

(viii) Director of the Federal Emergency
Management Agency;

(ix) Chief Executive Officer of the Cor-
poration for National and Community
Service;

(x) Director of the Peace Corps;
(xi) Administrator of the United States

Agency for International Develop-
ment;

(xii) Director of the USA Freedom Corps
Office; and

(xiii) Director of the Office of Faith-Based
and Community Initiatives.

(c) Chair. The President shall be the Chair
of the USA Freedom Corps Council, and in
his absence, the Vice President shall serve
as Chair. The Director of the USA Freedom
Corps Office may, at the President’s direc-
tion, preside over meetings of the Council
in the President’s and Vice President’s ab-
sence.

(d) Honorary Co-Chair. The President
may, from time to time, designate an Hon-
orary Co-Chair or Co-Chairs, who shall serve
in an advisory role to the Council and to the
President on matters considered by the
Council. Any Honorary Co-Chair shall be a
full-time or permanent part-time employee
or officer of the Federal Government.

(e) Meetings. The Council shall meet at
the President’s direction. The Director of the
USA Freedom Corps Office shall be respon-
sible, at the President’s direction, for deter-
mining the agenda, ensuring that necessary
papers are prepared, and recording Council
actions and Presidential decisions.
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(f) Responsibilities of Executive Branch
Departments, Agencies, and Offices.

(i) Members of the Council shall remain
responsible for overseeing the pro-
grams administered by their respec-
tive departments, agencies, and of-
fices. Each such department, agency,
and office will retain its authority and
responsibility to administer those pro-
grams according to law;

(ii) Each executive branch department,
agency, or office with responsibility
for programs relating to the functions
and missions of the USA Freedom
Corps as described in section 2 of this
order shall be responsible for identi-
fying those public service opportuni-
ties and coordinating with the USA
Freedom Corps Council to ensure
that such programs are, if appro-
priate, publicized and encouraged by
the Council; and

(iii) Upon the request of the Chair, and
to the extent permitted by law, the
heads of executive branch depart-
ments and agencies shall provide the
Council with relevant information.

Sec. 4. USA Freedom Corps Office. (a)
General. The USA Freedom Corps also shall
be supported by a USA Freedom Corps Of-
fice (Office), which shall be a component of
the White House Office. The USA Freedom
Corps Office shall have a Director who shall
be appointed by the President. The Director
shall be assisted by an appropriate staff with-
in the White House Office.

(b) Presidential Recognition to Partici-
pants in USA Freedom Corps Programs. In
addition to supporting and facilitating the
functions of the Council listed in section 3
of this order, the Office shall support the
President in providing recognition to volun-
teers and other participants in programs and
activities relating to the functions and mis-
sions of the USA Freedom Corps as de-
scribed in section 2 of this order.

Sec. 5. General Provisions. (a) The White
House Office shall provide the Council and
Office with such funding and administrative
support, to the extent permitted by law and
subject to the availability of appropriations,
as directed by the Chief of Staff to the Presi-
dent to carry out the provisions of this order.

(b) This order does not alter the existing
authorities or roles of executive branch de-
partments, agencies, or offices. Nothing in
this order shall supersede any requirement
made by or under law.

(c) This order does not create any right
or benefit, substantive or procedural, en-
forceable at law or equity, against the United
States, its departments, agencies, or other en-
tities, its officers or employees, or any other
person.

George W. Bush

The White House,
January 29, 2002.

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., January 31, 2002]

NOTE: This Executive order was released by the
Office of the Press Secretary on January 30, and
it was published in the Federal Register on Feb-
ruary 1.

Remarks Following a Roundtable
Discussion on Homeland Security in
Winston-Salem, North Carolina
January 30, 2002

Listen, I want to thank you very much.
Mr. Mayor, thanks a lot. I’m honored to be
here with the chief of the fire department
and the chief of the police department and
other citizens concerned about the safety of
Winston-Salem, North Carolina.

We’re here because this community has
figured out a while ago that there needs to
be a collaborative effort amongst providers
to provide an emergency response plan in
case something were to happen. I’m here to
highlight the success of this community. I’m
here to highlight the fact that we’ve got peo-
ple from different jurisdictions sitting down
to develop a strategy response in case some-
thing were to happen.

Last night I talked about the need for this
country to have a strong homeland security
strategy. It starts at the local level. And so
part of our plan to make sure the country
is more secure is to encourage cities and
counties to develop a homeland defense
strategy for their area, similar to what is tak-
ing place here in Winston-Salem.
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