
93Administration of George W. Bush, 2004 / Jan. 19

The President’s Radio Address 
January 17, 2004

Good morning. This coming week, I will 
report to the Congress and the American 
people on the state of our Union. Over the 
past few years, America has been confronted 
with great challenges, and the American peo-
ple have responded with strength and com-
passion and confidence. This Nation is meet-
ing its priorities, both at home and abroad. 

America continues to wage a relentless 
campaign against terrorists who threaten our 
country. We’re fighting this war on the offen-
sive, denying terrorists refuge, identifying 
and seizing their secret finances, and holding 
terrorists and their sponsors to account. 
These terrorists are still dangerous, and we 
will stay on the hunt until they are destroyed. 

Across the greater Middle East, America 
is confronting dangers and promoting de-
mocracy and hope as the alternative to terror 
and violence. Afghanistan, once ruled by the 
brutal Taliban regime, has adopted a new 
constitution and is following the path of de-
mocracy, including providing fundamental 
rights to women. 

The leader of Libya has now pledged to 
disclose and dismantle all of his weapons of 
mass destruction programs. And in Iraq, the 
enemies of freedom are being systematically 
routed from their holes and rounded up. 
Iraqis are assuming greater responsibility for 
their own security and future Government. 
American troops in that country are per-
forming their duty with skill and courage, and 
we’re proud of them all. 

Here at home, we continue to build pros-
perity and economic security for our people. 
Tax relief has helped turn our economy 
around. We’ve doubled the child tax credit, 
cut taxes for everyone who pays income taxes, 
and increased incentives for small businesses 
to invest in new equipment and create jobs. 

The results are clear. Our economy grew 
at its fastest pace in two decades in the third 
quarter of 2003. Manufacturers are seeing a 
rebound in new orders in factory activity, and 
more than a quarter-million new jobs have 
been created since August. 

Our Government has also acted to 
strengthen our Medicare system. To keep 
our commitment to America’s senior citizens, 

we’re adding better preventative care and a 
prescription drug benefit to the Medicare 
program. Many thought these reforms were 
impossible, yet members of both parties put 
old debates behind them and fulfilled our 
promise to America’s seniors. 

On Tuesday night, I will outline the steps 
we must take to meet the goals of this Nation. 
We will work to expand opportunities for all 
Americans to own their own business. We’ll 
press forward on an agenda of economic 
growth so that everyone who wants to work 
can find a job. We’ll take steps to help fami-
lies and small businesses deal with the rising 
cost of health care. We will continue to help 
schools and students meet the high standards 
we’ve set so no child in America is left be-
hind. We will encourage the good work of 
faith-based groups that bring hope to those 
in need. For the sake of our own freedom 
and security, we will continue to fight the 
war on terror. 

With all these actions, we will continue to 
confront the challenges of our time, and we 
will continue to make America a more se-
cure, more prosperous, and more hopeful 
place. 

Thank you for listening. 

NOTE: The address was recorded at 9:20 a.m. on 
January 16 in the Cabinet Room at the White 
House for broadcast at 10:06 a.m. on January 17. 
The transcript was made available by the Office 
of the Press Secretary on January 16 but was em-
bargoed for release until the broadcast. In his re-
marks, the President referred to Col. Muammar 
Abu Minyar al-Qadhafi, leader of Libya. The Of-
fice of the Press Secretary also released a Spanish 
language transcript of this address.

Remarks at a Luncheon With 
Spouses of African-American Clergy 
January 19, 2004

Thank you all. Please be seated. I have 
dropped by—[laughter]—because Laura told 
me to. [Laughter] 

First of all, I want to welcome you all to 
the people’s house, and I am so glad you’ve 
come to celebrate this important national 
holiday with Laura. My job is to introduce 
her so she can give some remarks. But before 
I do so, first of all I want to say thanks from 

VerDate jul 14 2003 20:29 Jan 26, 2004 Jkt 203250 PO 00000 Frm 00003 Fmt 1244 Sfmt 1244 E:\PRESDOCS\P04JAT4.023 P04JAT4


		Superintendent of Documents
	2010-06-07T19:11:28-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




