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1977 

Week Ending Friday, November 10, 2006 

Remarks at an Iowa Victory 2006 
Rally in Le Mars, Iowa 
November 3, 2006 

The President. Thanks you all very much. 
Thanks for coming. I’ve got something on my 
mind, but before I tell you, I want to bring 
Congressman Steve King up here. He asked 
for a little air time. [Laughter] 

Representative Steve King. And the 
President yielded the balance of his time 
to—no, he didn’t. [Laughter] But I do want 
to make sure we give the warmest of Le Mars 
and Plymouth County welcome to the Presi-
dent. We can’t do that without having the 
Bull Dogs up here to do that. 

The President. I was hoping—I was hop-
ing to get a Bull Dog shirt. 

I’m glad to be back in Sioux land; I’m glad 
to be Le Mars, Iowa. And I can’t thank you 
enough for coming. I like being in country 
like this. It’s good to look at, but more impor-
tantly, this part of the world is full of decent, 
hard-working people with common sense. 
And that’s what you need in the statehouse 
here in Iowa, and that’s what we need in the 
Capitol in Washington, DC—good, old, plain 
common sense, with a strong dose of values. 

I’m proud to be here with your next Gov-
ernor, Jim Nussle. I’ve seen him in action. 
When he says he’s going to do something, 
he’ll do it. The thing about Jim Nussle is, 
he doesn’t need to take a poll or have a focus 
group to tell him what to believe. When he 
says he’s going to work to have a first-class 
education, he means it. When he says he’s 
going to work to have affordable health care, 
Jim Nussle means it. When he says he’s going 
to reduce your taxes, you can take it to the 
bank. 

I appreciate you coming out to support 
Nussle, and I appreciate your support for 
Steve King. Let me tell you something about 
Steve King. He is a self-made businessman. 
Listen, we’ve got plenty of lawyers in Wash-
ington, DC. [Laughter] It makes sense to 

have somebody who understands what it 
means to make a payroll. And in Congress-
man King, you’ve got somebody who knows 
what it means to make a payroll. He under-
stands what you’re going through. Send him 
back to the United States Congress. 

And finally, I’m glad to share the same 
stage with the chairman. That would be 
chairman of the Finance Committee; that 
would be one of the most important people 
in Washington, DC; that would be a good 
friend of mine, and that’s a good friend of 
yours, Chuck Grassley. I have campaigned 
in your State with Chuck Grassley, and 
there’s nothing like it. You’re riding down the 
road, and he says, ‘‘That’s where old Smith 
lives.’’ [Laughter] And about two miles later, 
he says, ‘‘That’s my friend, Jones.’’ I think 
he has shaken hands with every single person 
in this great State. 

All three of these men love Iowa, and they 
love Iowans. You know how I know? They’re 
always talking about you when I’m with 
them. And somebody else who loves Iowa 
in my family is my wife, Laura. She sends 
her best. She’s been out on the campaign 
trail. She’s working hard for our candidates, 
and she’s working her way back to Crawford. 
See—don’t tell her this—[laughter]—but to-
morrow, I’m sliding back after one event be-
cause we’re going to have a birthday party 
for her. I’m not going to tell you her age— 
[laughter]—but we were both born in the 
same year, and I turned 60 this year. I guar-
antee you she is just like the people you live 
next door to. She’s raised in Midland, Texas. 
She is down-to-earth. She is a fabulous First 
Lady for this country, and I’m proud to call 
her wife. 

I’m proud to be here, as well, with Jim’s 
runningmate, Bob Vander Plaats, and his 
wife, Darla. Speaking about wives, we got the 
next first lady of Iowa with us, and that would 
be Karen Nussle. State Auditor Dave Vaudt 
is with us. I saw him the other day in Des 
Moines. I said, ‘‘How’s your campaign 
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going?’’ He said, ‘‘Pretty good. I don’t have 
an opponent.’’ [Laughter] What is that like? 
[Laughter] 

My friend Mary Ann Hanusa is with us; 
she is running for the secretary of state. I 
say she’s my friend—she used to work in the 
Oval Office. She’ll be a fine secretary of state. 
Put her in there. Give her a chance. 

Candidate for secretary of agriculture Bill 
Northey is with us today. I appreciate you 
coming, Mr. Secretary. Mayor Virgil Van 
Beek is with us. Mr. Mayor, thanks for com-
ing. My only advice—you didn’t ask for any— 
[laughter]—and I recognize I’m at the Fed-
eral level, but my only advice is, fill the pot-
holes. [Laughter] 

I want to thank Le Mars High School 
Marching Band for being here today. I want 
to thank the school for letting us come and 
use this fantastic facility. I want to thank the 
teachers who are here in this crowd. I want 
to thank you for working in a noble profes-
sion. 

And I want to thank all the grassroots activ-
ists. One reason I have come is to remind 
you that all of us have a duty to vote, and 
on November the 7th, you have a duty to 
show up at the polls. I’d like you to encour-
age your neighbors to go as well. 

You know, it’s amazing what happens in 
Washington. Some of them have already 
begun to measure for new drapes. [Laughter] 
People are already deciding how this election 
is going to turn out, before the people of 
Iowa or anywhere else have shown up to 
vote. You know, I’m used to that. I remember 
2004 campaign. The prognosticators said, 
‘‘No way old George W. can carry Iowa.’’ You 
proved them wrong. In 2004, a bunch of 
them in Washington were already picking out 
their offices in the West Wing. And then the 
people went to the polls, and the movers 
were not needed. 

And the same thing is going to happen this 
year. The people are going to go to the polls; 
you’re going to elect a Republican Governor; 
and we’re going to have a Republican-con-
trolled House and Senate, and the country 
will be better off for it. 

We’re going to win, because we under-
stand the values and the priorities of the 
American people. We understand—we un-
derstand, you can’t make decisions based 

upon political polls. You have to stand for 
something. You have to believe in something. 
We are working to raise—— 

Audience members. U.S.A.! U.S.A.! 
U.S.A.! 

The President. We believe in raising 
standards for our public schools and meas-
uring so we can make sure no child is left 
behind in America. We have worked hard 
to make sure our seniors have got affordable 
prescription drugs, and the days of poor sen-
iors having to choose between drugs and food 
are over with. 

We have got a record to run on. Jim Nussle 
has got a record to run on, and so does Steve 
King. We’ve got a record to run on when 
it comes to making sure we’re less dependent 
on foreign oil. Oh, there’s been a lot of talk 
about renewable fuels, but this administra-
tion and these public servants have delivered. 
We understand that when America’s agricul-
tural economy is strong, the whole economy 
is strong. And we are developing new tech-
nologies that will enable Iowa’s farmers to 
produce the fuels necessary to run our auto-
mobiles. 

When people around this country go in the 
polls to vote, particularly where there’s a 
Senate race, they’re voting for more than just 
a Senator. They’re voting for what the judici-
ary will look like. When I campaigned here 
in Iowa, I said to the people here in this 
State, ‘‘If I’m fortunate enough to be your 
President, I will name people to the bench 
who will strictly interpret the law and not 
legislate from the bench.’’ And that is exactly 
what I have done. And make no mistake 
about it, if the Democrats were to control 
the United States Senate, judges like Sam 
Alito and John Roberts would never have 
been confirmed to the Supreme Court. And 
I thank Senator Grassley for his stalwart sup-
port of the kind of judges you expect me to 
appoint. 

There’s a lot of issues in these campaigns. 
Jim Nussle talks about making sure this is 
a fine place to do business—he’ll deliver. Jim 
Nussle talks about being fiscally wise with 
your money—he’ll deliver. 

There’s a lot of issues—I want to talk about 
two issues that confront the good folks of 
Iowa and the folks around this country. The 
two big issues in this campaign are taxes and 
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who best to defend the United States from 
attack. Let me start with taxes. We believe 
you can spend your money better than the 
Federal Government can. The Democrats 
will raise your taxes, because they think they 
can spend your money better than you can. 

Audience members. No-o-o! 
The President. We believe that when you 

have more of your own money in your pocket 
to save, invest, or spend, the economy bene-
fits. But you didn’t send us to Washington 
just to be philosophers; you sent us to act. 
I was proud to sign the largest tax cuts since 
Ronald Reagan was the President of the 
United States. We cut taxes on everybody 
who pays income taxes. We doubled the child 
tax credit. We reduced the marriage penalty. 
We cut taxes on small businesses. We cut 
taxes on capital gains and dividends to en-
courage investment. And for the sake of our 
farmers and for the sake of our small-busi-
ness owners, we put the death tax on the 
road to extinction. 

And Grassley, Nussle, and King were 
strong supporters in making sure you had 
more money. You might remember the de-
bate in Washington. Oh, the Democrats said 
the tax cuts would not create jobs, and the 
Democrats said the tax cuts would not in-
crease wages, and the Democrats said that 
those tax cuts would cause the Federal deficit 
to explode. Well, the facts are in. Reality has 
now come to be. The tax cuts we passed have 
led to a strong and growing economy. And 
I want to share with you the news that came 
out this morning. The national unemploy-
ment rate is at 4.4 percent. We added 92,000 
jobs in the month of October. Over the last 
3 months, Americans added 470,000 jobs. 
People are working in this country, and the 
wages are going up. Real wages rose 2.4 per-
cent over the past 12 months. That means 
an extra $1,300 for the typical family of four 
with two wage earners. 

And let me talk about the deficit. Instead 
of exploding, we have cut the deficit in half, 
3 years ahead of schedule. If the Democrats’ 
economic predictions—let me say, if their 
election predictions are as good as their eco-
nomic predictions, we’re going to have a fine 
day on November the 7th. 

The interesting thing about campaigns, if 
somebody is going to raise your taxes, they 

don’t want you to know about it. Here are 
the words of the ranking Democrat in the 
House of Representatives. They asked her 
about tax cuts, and she said, ‘‘We love tax 
cuts.’’ Given her record, she must be a secret 
admirer. [Laughter] The record they have to 
run on is that every single tax cut we passed 
was opposed by the Democrats. When we 
made it easier for families with children, they 
voted no. When we made it easier for small 
businesses, they voted no. When we said, 
‘‘You shouldn’t tax a fellow who owns a farm 
when he’s living and then tax him after he 
dies,’’ they voted no. Time and time again 
when they had the opportunity to show love 
for—their love for tax cuts, they said no. If 
that’s their definition of love, I sure would 
hate to see what hate looks like. 

Let me explain to you how it works: If we 
don’t make the tax cuts we passed permanent 
or extend them, your taxes go up. And that’s 
why people here in Iowa and around the 
country must take the words of those who 
want to run the Congress very seriously. The 
person who thinks he will be the head of 
the Ways and Means Committee, the head 
Democrat, said he couldn’t think of one tax 
cut that he would extend. If that were to hap-
pen, the child tax credit would go from 
$1,000 a child to $500 a child. 

Audience members. Boo-o-o! 
The President. So when you get home 

and have dinner this evening, count the num-
ber of children you have at your table— 
[laughter]—and multiple by 500. See, if they 
take control of the House, they’re going to 
raise your taxes by not making the tax cuts 
we passed permanent. So if you’ve got three 
children, you can go one, two, three times 
500, that’s a $1,500 tax increase. If you hap-
pen to have four children—I bet somebody 
here has got four—[laughter]—there you 
go—you count them up, one, two, three— 
you got six? One, two, three, four, five, six. 
[Laughter] And you multiply those six chil-
dren by $500 a head, you’re paying $3,000 
more in taxes. That may not seem like a lot 
to those folks in Washington, but it seems 
like a lot to us. And that’s why it’s important 
to send Steve King back to the United States 
Congress, to keep your taxes low. 

This election is taking place in an historic 
time for our country. And when our children 
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and grandchildren look back on this period, 
one question will overwhelm all the rest: Did 
we do everything in our power to fight and 
win the war on terror? I wish I could report 
to you all that there was no war, but there 
is. I see it every day. Our most important 
job in Washington is to protect you. It’s by 
far the fundamental responsibility we have. 
And we face a brutal enemy that wants to 
kill Americans again. Let me share some 
thoughts with you about the enemy. You 
can’t negotiate with them. You can’t try to 
talk sense into them. The best way to protect 
you is to find them where they are and bring 
them to justice so they won’t hurt Americans 
again. 

I know some ask, ‘‘Well, why would they 
possibly want to hurt America?’’ We’re full 
of decent and compassionate people, which 
we are. And the reason why is these folks 
are ideologues. They’re totalitarians. They 
believe in something, and what they believe 
in is the opposite of what we believe in. We 
believe in the freedom of people to worship 
as they so choose; they don’t. We believe in 
public dissent; they don’t. We believe that 
you can criticize your government; they don’t 
believe that. They are the opposite of what 
we stand for. And yet, they have ambitions. 
They want to establish a governing organiza-
tion, a caliphate. They want to impose their 
will. And that’s why I have called this struggle 
the ideological struggle of the 21st century. 

And so we’re on the offense, and that’s 
part of our strategy. The other part of our 
strategy is do everything we can to protect 
you here at home, and it’s a challenge. It’s 
a challenge because we have to be right 100 
percent of the time to protect Americans, 
and they only have to be right one time. 

And that is why I have worked with Con-
gress to provide our professionals with the 
tools they need to protect you. And let me 
share some of my thinking. You know that 
there was a wall that prevented our intel-
ligence services from sharing information 
with law enforcement. That doesn’t make any 
sense. I know it doesn’t make any sense. It 
certainly had no common sense to it. But 
nevertheless, that’s what happened. This is 
a different kind of war, and when we find 
intelligence, in order to protect you, it has 
to be shared with the people on the frontline 

of law enforcement. And yet we couldn’t do 
it. That’s why I went to the Congress and 
asked Congress to pass the PATRIOT Act. 
The PATRIOT Act protects civil liberties. On 
the other hand, it tears down the barrier that 
prevents people from sharing information. It 
was a vital piece of legislation. 

When it came time to be renewed, the 
Senate Democrats filibustered the bill. They 
tried to kill it. As a matter of fact, the minor-
ity leader of the Senate said—bragged, ‘‘We 
killed that bill.’’ See, there’s a different 
mindset in Washington, and when people are 
thinking about going to the polls, they’ve got 
to understand the differences of opinion. 

I felt like if an Al Qaida or an Al Qaida 
affiliate was making a phone call into the 
United States, we need to know why. If our 
job is to protect you, and this is a different 
kind of war that requires good, sound intel-
ligence, we ought to know why. And yet 
when that bill came up in front of the House 
of Representatives, by far the vast majority 
of Democrats voted against giving our profes-
sionals the tools. See, they must not think 
we’re at war. Either that—they must think 
it’s okay to respond after we’re attacked. 
What we must do is to respond before we’re 
attacked, to protect the American people. 

We’re picking up people on the battlefield. 
One day the—came in the Oval Office and 
said, ‘‘Mr. President, we have captured 
Khalid Sheikh Mohammed.’’ Our intel-
ligence folks believe he was the mastermind 
of the September the 11th attacks. I told the 
CIA that I think it’s important for them, the 
professionals, to figure out what he knows. 
See, if he ordered the first attack, he might 
know something about another attack. And 
if our job is to protect you, we need to know 
what these radicals and extremists are think-
ing, what they’re planning. And so I put the 
program in place. It came up for a vote— 
in both bodies, the vast majority of Demo-
crats voted against giving the professionals 
the tools necessary to protect you. 

Audience members. Boo-o-o! 
The President. We need to put people 

in the Congress like Steve King. We need 
people all across the United States who are 
running for the Senate and the House of 
Representatives who understand we’re at war 
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and will give us the tools necessary to protect 
you from attack. 

We’ve got a lot of great people who are 
on the hunt. It is hard to plan and plot when 
you’re on the run. And that’s exactly what 
we’re doing. We’re pressing on the offense. 
Anytime, anyplace we think there’s an enemy 
who will do harm to the American people, 
we’re moving. And you just need to know 
that. 

One of the lessons of September the 11th 
is this—and it’s a lesson no President can 
ever forget—that when we see a threat, we 
must take that threat seriously, before it 
comes home to hurt us. See, it used to be 
that if a threat were overseas, we could say, 
‘‘It’s overseas.’’ September the 11th changed 
that. It changed it once and for all in this 
new kind of war. I saw a threat in Saddam 
Hussein; Members of the United States Con-
gress in both political parties saw a threat 
in Saddam Hussein; the United Nations saw 
the threat in Saddam Hussein. I made the 
right decision to get rid of Saddam Hussein, 
and the world is better off for it. 

We’re in a global war against these terror-
ists. And we must fight them where we find 
them, and right now Iraq is a central front 
in that war. Oh, I’ve heard them in Wash-
ington; you know, they say Iraq is a distrac-
tion from the war on terror. Well, we just 
have a difference of opinion. I believe Iraq 
is central to the war on terror. Our troops 
believe Iraq is central to the war on terror. 
And so does Usama bin Laden. Usama bin 
Laden has said that the fight in Iraq is the 
third world war. He went on to say—and I 
want you to listen to the enemy’s words— 
he said that victory for the terrorists in Iraq 
will mean America’s defeat and disgrace for-
ever. That’s what he said. 

But they think differently in Washington, 
particularly the Democrats. I want you to 
hear the words of one of the leading Demo-
crats in Washington about this war on ter-
ror—she said, ‘‘The President says that fight-
ing there makes it less likely we will have 
to fight them here.’’ I agree; I did say that 
because I believe that. She went on to say, 
‘‘The opposite is true. Because we are fight-
ing them there, it may become more likely 
that we will have to fight them here.’’ 

Let me say something to you loud and 
clear: Iraq is not the reason why the terrorists 
are at war with us. We were not in Iraq when 
the terrorists attacked the World Trade Cen-
ter in 1993. We were not in Iraq when they 
attacked the Embassies in Kenya and Tan-
zania. We were not in Iraq when they at-
tacked the USS Cole. And we were not in 
Iraq on September the 11th, 2001, when they 
killed nearly 3,000 of our citizens. You do 
not create terrorists by fighting the terrorists. 
The best way to protect you is to stay on 
the offense and bring these folks to justice 
before they hurt the American people again. 

Our goal in Iraq is victory. Our goal is to 
have a country which can govern itself, sus-
tain itself, and defend itself, and be an ally 
in the war on terror. And it’s a tough fight. 
I know it’s a tough fight, and you know it’s 
a tough fight. It’s a tough fight because we 
face an enemy that kills innocent people in 
order to achieve their objectives. And they’re 
good at propaganda. They understand that 
the carnage they create will end up on our 
TV screens, and they believe that the Amer-
ican people do not have the will to protect 
ourselves in the long run. That’s what they 
believe. 

But they don’t understand this administra-
tion, and they don’t understand the American 
people. We’re not going to run from thugs 
and assassins. My message to our com-
manders on the ground is, you will have what 
it needs to succeed. You can adjust your tac-
tics the way you see fit, in order to be able 
to defeat the enemy. As the enemy changes, 
we change. As the enemy adjusts, we adjust. 

We’ve got something going for us in Iraq— 
two things—that the American people must 
understand. We’ve got a strategy for victory 
that’s being implemented by the finest 
United States military ever on the face of 
the Earth. And around this country—I un-
derstand people don’t agree with my decision 
on Iraq, but let me say this: Whether you 
do or not, you owe the troops the full sup-
port. 

When I went to the Congress to ask for 
the full support for our troops, I could count 
on Jim Nussle, and I could count on Steve 
King, and I could count on Chuck Grassley. 
You don’t have to worry about these three 
people understanding that we owe it to our 
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troops and their families to make sure they 
have everything they need to do the jobs I’ve 
asked them to do. 

And there’s something else that leads me 
to believe we’ll win. I’m going to tell you 
something pointblank: If I didn’t think we 
could win, I’d get our troops out. See, I can’t 
look in the eyes of the loved ones who have 
got somebody in harm’s way and not believe 
in my heart of hearts that the cause is noble 
and necessary and that we’ll achieve victory. 

The Iraqis want success. They’re suffering 
unspeakable violence, yet they are firm in 
their resolve to be a country which can gov-
ern itself, sustain itself, and defend itself. You 
know, I was pleased when nearly 12 million 
people defied the car bombers and terrorists 
and voted, but I wasn’t surprised. I’ll tell you 
why I’m not surprised. I believe that one of 
the great gifts from an Almighty is a desire 
to be free—in everybody’s soul. I believe in 
the universality of freedom. It didn’t surprise 
me that people, when given a chance, would 
say, ‘‘We want to live in a free society.’’ 

So our strategy is to help this young de-
mocracy defeat the extremists by encour-
aging a political system that unifies the coun-
try, by helping their economy grow, and by 
training Iraqis so they take the fight. And 
I believe we’ll succeed in having a govern-
ment of and by and for the people in Iraq, 
unless we leave before the job is done. 

This is an important issue facing the Amer-
ican voters. If you listen carefully for the 
Democrats’ plan for success in Iraq, you’re 
not going to hear anything. They don’t have 
a plan for success. Iraq is the central front 
in the war to protect you. And yet, they don’t 
have a plan for victory. You can hear all kinds 
of voices. You hear them say, ‘‘Pull out now.’’ 
Then you hear other candidates say, ‘‘We’re 
going to have a fixed date for withdrawal, 
regardless of whether or not we’ve suc-
ceeded.’’ You’ve had a Member of the House 
of Representatives from the Democrat side 
saying his recommendation is to move our 
troops to an island 5,000 miles away. You’ve 
had 19 House Democrats say, ‘‘We’re going 
to cut off the funds for our troops.’’ 

One of Chuck Grassley’s colleagues, a 
Democrat Senator, explained her party’s po-
sition this way: ‘‘We haven’t coalesced around 
a single plan,’’ she said, ‘‘but we’re in general 

agreement on basic principles.’’ She’s right. 
The basic principle is, get out before the job 
is done. I’m not saying these people are un-
patriotic; I’m saying they’re wrong. 

On this vital issue, the Democrats have 
taken a calculated gamble. They believe that 
the only way they can win this election is 
to criticize and not offer a plan. One Demo-
crat said recently of the strategy, ‘‘This elec-
tion is about them,’’ talking about us. So far, 
they’ve refused to tell us how they intend 
to win in Iraq and how they intend to secure 
this country. But there are 4 days left in the 
election. There’s still time. [Laughter] 

If you happen to bump into a Democratic 
candidate, you might want to ask this simple 
question: What’s your plan? If they say they 
want to protect the homeland but opposed 
the PATRIOT Act, ask them: What’s your 
plan? If they say they want to uncover ter-
rorist plots but opposed listening in on ter-
rorist conversations, just ask them: What’s 
your plan? If they say they want to stop new 
attacks on our country but oppose letting the 
CIA detain and question the terrorists who 
might know where those plots are, ask them: 
What is your plan? If they say they want to 
win in the war on terror but call for America 
to pull out from what Al Qaida says is the 
central front on the war on terror, ask them: 
What is your plan? See, they don’t have a 
plan. They have no plan. 

Harsh criticism is not a plan for victory. 
Second-guessing is not a strategy. If we were 
to leave Iraq before the job is done, the 
enemy would be emboldened. This is a dif-
ferent kind of war. Unlike other wars—you 
could leave the battlefield before the job was 
done, and nothing would happen here at 
home. In this war, if we were to leave before 
the job was done, the enemy will follow us 
here. If we were to leave before the job is 
done, it would strengthen the hands of the 
radicals and extremists. If we were to leave 
before the job was done, it would dash the 
hopes of millions in the Middle East who 
want to simply live in peace. And if we were 
to leave before the job was done, it would 
dishonor the sacrifice of the men and women 
who have worn our uniform. The con-
sequences of not fulfilling our strategy for 
victory would be felt for generations. 
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See, the enemy has made it clear that they 
believe they can drive us out of the Middle 
East so they can establish a safe haven from 
which to launch further attacks, just like the 
safe haven they had in Afghanistan. The 
enemy has made it clear that they would like 
to topple moderate governments to begin to 
impose their totalitarian ideology. The enemy 
has made it clear that they would like to use 
energy resources to be able to blackmail the 
West. 

Imagine a Middle East where the radicals 
and extremists were able to use oil to say 
to America, ‘‘We’re going to run your price 
of oil up unless you abandon your allies such 
as Israel,’’ or, ‘‘We’re going to run your price 
of oil up unless you just totally withdraw and 
let us be.’’ And you couple all that with a 
country which doesn’t like us having a nu-
clear weapon, and 30 years from now, people 
are going to look back and say, ‘‘What hap-
pened to them in 2006? How come they 
couldn’t see the impending danger? What 
clouded their vision?’’ 

My vision is clear. I see the danger. That 
is why we will support our troops. That is 
why we will fight in Iraq. And that is why 
we will win in Iraq. 

I would like to share one story with you, 
and then we’ll all go outside and get some 
oxygen. [Laughter] Pretty soon. Recently, I 
went with the then-sitting Prime Minister of 
Japan to Elvis’s place. [Laughter] I did so 
for a couple reasons: One, I had never been 
in Elvis’s place, thought it would be fun to 
go. [Laughter] And Laura was kind of nudg-
ing me. [Laughter] Secondly, Prime Minister 
Koizumi wanted to go to Elvis’s place be-
cause he liked Elvis. Thirdly, I want to tell 
a story, and it’s a story about the power of 
liberty. 

The Japanese attacked us in the early for-
ties. People like George H.W. Bush, people 
like your relatives said, ‘‘I want to join the 
military to defeat the sworn enemy,’’ and a 
lot of people did—just like people are doing 
today, by the way. A lot of people—a lot of— 
[applause]. And it was a bloody conflict, and 
thousands and thousands of people lost their 
lives. And yet, I’m on Air Force One, flying 
down to Memphis, Tennessee, talking to the 
Prime Minister of the former enemy about 
peace. I’m talking to him about how we can 

work together to convince the leader in 
North Korea to give up his nuclear weapons 
ambitions. I talked to him about the fact that 
Iraq has—I mean, Japan has 1,000 troops in 
Iraq. See, he understands what I know. In 
an ideological struggle against totalitarians, 
you can defeat them with liberty. And there-
fore, when we find young democracies, it’s 
in our interest and the interest of our chil-
dren to help those young democracies sur-
vive. 

We talked about how to whom much is 
given, much is required, and that is why we 
will continue to help save lives on the con-
tinent of Africa by defeating the pandemic 
of HIV/AIDS. We talked about the need to 
feed the hungry. We talked about our re-
sponsibilities to do necessary work to keep 
peace. 

Isn’t that interesting that my dad fought 
the Japanese, and yet, his son was able to 
talk about keeping the peace. What hap-
pened was, was that Japan adopted a Japa-
nese-style democracy. Liberty has got the ca-
pacity to change enemies into allies. And lib-
erty has got the capacity to change regions 
of frustration and hopelessness to regions of 
hope. Someday, an American President will 
be sitting down with elected leaders from the 
Middle East talking about keeping the peace, 
and a generation of Americans will be better 
off for it. 

I’m honored you came out and let me 
share some thoughts with you. My thought 
to you is, go from here and find Republicans, 
discerning Democrats—[laughter]—open- 
minded independents—[laughter]—and get 
them to the polls, and remind them about 
the stakes. You got a chance to have a fan-
tastic Governor in Jim Nussle in the state-
house. The people in this State and around 
the country have an opportunity, in their 
votes, to decide how much money you have 
in your pocket. Make no mistake about it, 
one of the big issues in this campaign is 
whether or not your taxes are going to go 
up or whether they’re going to go low. You 
know our choice. Our choice is, we’re going 
to keep your taxes low. 

And finally, the vote in 2006 will help de-
termine whether or not this country will use 
everything in our power to protect the Amer-
ican people from attack and, at the same 
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time, lay the foundation of peace for genera-
tions to come. 

I’m honored you’re here. May God bless 
you, and may God continue to bless the 
United States. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 4:54 p.m. at Le 
Mars Community High School. In his remarks, 
he referred to former President Saddam Hussein 
of Iraq; Usama bin Laden, leader of the Al Qaida 
terrorist organization; former Prime Minister 
Junichiro Koizumi of Japan; and Chairman Kim 
Jhong Il of North Korea. This item was not re-
ceived in time for publication in the appropriate 
issue. 

Executive Order 13414— 
Amendment to Executive Order 
13402, Strengthening Federal 
Efforts To Protect Against Identity 
Theft 
November 3, 2006 

By the authority vested in me as President 
by the Constitution and the laws of the 
United States of America, and in order to 
amend the date by which the Identity Theft 
Task Force shall submit to the President its 
coordinated strategic plan, it is hereby or-
dered that section 3(a) of Executive Order 
13402 of May 10, 2006, is amended to read 
as follows: ‘‘review the activities of executive 
branch departments, agencies, and instru-
mentalities relating to the policy set forth in 
section 1, and building upon these prior ac-
tivities, prepare and submit in writing to the 
President by February 9, 2007, or as soon 
as practicable thereafter as the Chairman and 
Co-Chairman shall determine, a coordinated 
strategic plan to further improve the effec-
tiveness and efficiency of the Federal Gov-
ernment’s activities in the areas of identity 
theft awareness, prevention, detection, and 
prosecution.’’. 

George W. Bush 

The White House, 
November 3, 2006. 

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
8:45 a.m., November 7, 2006] 

NOTE: This Executive order was published in the 
Federal Register on November 8. This item was 

not received in time for publication in the appro-
priate issue. 

The President’s Radio Address 
November 4, 2006 

Good morning. I’m speaking to you today 
from the Mile High Coffee Shop in Engle-
wood, Colorado. Mile High Coffee was 
founded by Brian Verbeck, who is the city’s 
entrepreneur of the year. I’m here to have 
a cup of his famous coffee and have breakfast 
with a group of local entrepreneurs to discuss 
our strong and growing economy. 

Yesterday we received more good news 
about our economy. The national unemploy-
ment rate has dropped to 4.4 percent. It’s 
the lowest rate in more than 5 years. Over 
the past 3 months, America has added 
470,000 new jobs, for a total of more than 
6.8 million new jobs since August of 2003. 
Real wages rose 2.4 percent over the past 
year, which means an extra $1,327 for the 
typical family of four with two wage earners. 
Americans are finding jobs, and they’re tak-
ing home more pay. 

The main reason for our growing economy 
is that we cut taxes and left more money in 
the hands of families and workers and small- 
business owners. Entrepreneurs like the ones 
I’m having breakfast with this morning have 
put that money to good use. They expanded 
their businesses, and they’re creating jobs in 
their communities. 

One of the entrepreneurs with me today 
is Duke Hanson, the cofounder of a company 
called Crocs. Crocs produces a hugely pop-
ular line of lightweight shoes, and over the 
past 3 years, they’ve expanded dramatically. 
Three years ago, Crocs had just 11 employ-
ees. Today, Crocs provides jobs for hundreds 
of Americans, and his shoes are sold all over 
the world. Duke calls this ‘‘rocket-ship 
growth.’’ Here’s what he says: ‘‘We’re bring-
ing a lot of money in. We’re employing peo-
ple and providing a product that millions of 
people love.’’ 

Another entrepreneur with me today is 
Rich Lewis. Rich is the founder, president, 
and CEO of a technology company called 
RTL Networks. Rich’s company sells and 
maintains computer network hardware and 
infrastructure. His business is growing as 
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well. Over the past 4 years, RTL Networks 
has expanded from 1 to 19 employees. Rich 
says, ‘‘We’ve been growing. I feel more se-
cure now as an entrepreneur and 
businessowner, and I see continued growth.’’ 

A third entrepreneur with me today is 
Luke Schmieder. He’s the chairman and 
CEO and cofounder of Mesa Labs. His com-
pany sells kidney dialysis products, electronic 
measuring instruments, and biological indi-
cators, which means they use technology to 
meet people’s health care needs. His com-
pany got off to a rough start, until Luke mort-
gaged his house to turn things around. In 
the past 6 years, the company has grown 34 
percent. Luke says, ‘‘Revenues are up; earn-
ings are up. I say it’s a good economy right 
now.’’ 

Our tax cuts have helped businesses like 
these create jobs and deliver prosperity 
across Colorado and across the Nation. Yet 
Democrats in Washington have consistently 
opposed cutting taxes. They predicted that 
the tax cuts would not create jobs, would 
[not] * increase wages, and would cause the 
Federal deficit to explode. American workers 
and entrepreneurs have proved all those pre-
dictions wrong. 

But the Democrats are still determined to 
raise taxes. And if they gain control of the 
Congress, they can do so without lifting a 
finger. Under current law, many of the tax 
cuts we passed have to be renewed by Con-
gress or they will expire. In other words, if 
Congress fails to act, your taxes will automati-
cally go up. If Democrats take control of the 
House, the committee in charge of all the 
tax legislation would be chaired by a Demo-
crat who recently said he can’t think of one 
of our tax cuts he would extend. And if 
there’s no legislation to renew and extend the 
tax cuts, every tax rate will go back up to 
its old, higher level. 

Think what that would mean for the small- 
business owners like the ones with me today. 
If the Democrats have their way, small-busi-
ness owners like Rich Lewis, who pay busi-
ness taxes at individual rates, will see their 
taxes go up. Small-business owners who want 
to expand and invest in new equipment will 
face a tax hike as well. And small-business 

owners who hope to pass on their life’s work 
to their children and grandchildren will have 
to worry about their families being hit by the 
return of the death tax. 

The choice you make on Tuesday will have 
a direct impact on our economy, on the small 
businesses that are creating jobs, and on the 
workers who depend on them. The last thing 
American families and small businesses need 
now is a higher tax bill, and that is what you’ll 
get if the Democrats take control of the Con-
gress. 

America needs leaders in Washington who 
understand that you know how to save, 
spend, and invest your money better than the 
Federal Government. And we need leaders 
who will work to make the tax relief we deliv-
ered permanent. And now the decision is in 
your hands, and however you decide, I urge 
you to get out and vote on Tuesday. 

I appreciate you listening. 

NOTE: The address was recorded at 8:06 a.m. at 
Mile High Coffee in Englewood, CO, for imme-
diate broadcast. The Office of the Press Secretary 
also released a Spanish language transcript of this 
address. 

Remarks at a Colorado Victory 2006 
Rally in Greeley, Colorado 
November 4, 2006 

The President. Thank you. Thank you all 
very much. I appreciate you coming. Thanks. 
It’s great to be back in Greeley. Thanks for 
your hospitality. This isn’t the first time I’ve 
been to Greeley. I like coming to places like 
Greeley, Colorado, because the people here 
are down-to-earth, hard-working—people 
here have a lot of common sense. 

That’s what we need in Washington, DC, 
common sense. And Marilyn Musgrave 
brings common sense to Washington, DC. 
I’m not surprised she is a native of this im-
portant State, and she was raised right here 
in this district. And you raised her well. She 
understands your values; she knows what 
you’re thinking. Send her back to the United 
States Congress. 

I appreciate you coming today. I’m sorry 
that Laura is not with me. Yes—well, I don’t 
want her to know that I know it’s her birth-
day. [Laughter] Well, she knows I know. I’m 
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just not telling you the gift I’m going to give 
her. It’s a surprise. [Laughter] But she sends 
her very best to our friends here in Colorado. 
She understands what I know: Marilyn 
Musgrave is a fine United States Congress-
woman and deserves your support. 

I’m proud to be here with Senator Wayne 
Allard. He’s doing a fine job for the people 
of this State. I know firsthand. I deal with 
him all the time; he’s always got Colorado 
on his mind. 

I’m proud to be here with a man who’s 
done an excellent job as your Governor, Gov-
ernor Bill Owens. And I’m also pleased that 
the next Governor of Colorado, Bob 
Beauprez, is with us. So when you’re in that 
box voting for Marilyn, make sure you put 
your check by Beauprez’s name as well. 
You’re going to get good, solid government 
with Bob Beauprez. 

I appreciate very much that Mike Coffman 
is with us. I appreciate Bob Schaffer is with 
us. I want to thank the mayor, Tom Selders, 
who’s with us. Mr. Mayor, thanks for coming. 
I want to thank all the candidates and local 
officials. 

I particularly want to thank the grassroots 
activists who are here. You’re the people put-
ting up the signs and making the phone calls 
and turning out the vote. Rest assured, 
Marilyn is going to work hard, and she’s 
counting on you to work hard with her. 

This election is just 3 days away. Oh, 
you’ve probably heard them in Washington— 
all the pundits and prognosticators have al-
ready determined the outcome of the elec-
tion. I want to remind them, the folks of Col-
orado haven’t even voted yet. Oh, it’s not the 
first time we’ve been through this. You might 
remember 2004. I suspect it was about the 
time I came to Greeley that some of them 
in Washington were already picking out their 
offices in the West Wing. [Laughter] And 
then you voted, and the movers weren’t 
needed. They’re not going to be needed on 
November the 7th. With your help, we will 
hold the House, Marilyn will win, and we 
will control the United States Senate. 

And there’s a reason. We’ve got a fantastic 
group of folks who will turn out the vote. 
But we also share the values with the major-
ity of the American people. We share their 
priorities. We’re going to win this election 

because our values and priorities don’t 
change because of the latest poll or the latest 
focus group. We’re going to win this election 
because we’ve got a good, strong record to 
run on. 

See, I got to know the Congresswoman 
well. Last time I talked to her, she said, 
‘‘Don’t you ever forget those Colorado ranch-
ers.’’ By the way, it’s good to be in country 
where the cowboy hats outnumber the ties. 
She said, ‘‘Don’t forget, we’ve got farmers 
here.’’ Let me tell you something: I know 
what she knows; if the ag economy is strong, 
the United States overall economy is strong. 

I understand something about ranching 
and farming. You might remember, I was 
raised in west Texas. And I understand that 
we need to be opening up markets, and we 
are. I also understand we have a fantastic op-
portunity to use agricultural products grown 
right here in Colorado to make us less de-
pendent on foreign oil. And Marilyn under-
stands that as well. If you’re a farmer or a 
rancher or count on the agricultural industry 
to make a living, it is in your interest to send 
Marilyn Musgrave back to the United States 
Congress. 

One thing I don’t have to worry about is 
her support for the United States military. 
I don’t have to worry about her strong sup-
port for making sure our veterans get the 
benefits they deserve. She understands what 
I know: We will honor those who have worn 
the uniform and support those who wear it 
today. 

Marilyn Musgrave understands the impor-
tance of defending traditional values. In 
Washington, she’s worked to defend the 
Pledge Allegiance and to protect the flag 
from desecration. She has worked to prevent 
the institution of marriage from being rede-
fined by activist judges. She understands 
your values, and that’s another reason to send 
her back to the United States Congress. 

Oh, there’s big differences between how 
the Democrats think and how we think, and 
there’s no clearer difference on two big 
issues: One issue is taxes, and the other issue 
is who best to defend the United States of 
America. 

First, let me start with taxes. We have a 
clear philosophy. This philosophy says this: 
We believe you know how to spend your 
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money better than the Federal Government 
does. I know that the Democrats want to 
raise your taxes because they think they can 
spend your money better than you can. 

Audience members. No-o-o! 
The President. We understand that when 

you have more of your own money in your 
pocket to save, invest, or spend, the whole 
economy benefits. But you didn’t expect peo-
ple to go off to Washington and just philoso-
phize; you expected us to act. And that’s what 
we have done. I have signed the largest tax 
cut since Ronald Reagan was the President 
of the United States, and Marilyn Musgrave 
is a strong supporter of lower taxes. 

We cut the taxes for every American who 
pays income taxes. We doubled the child tax 
credit. We cut taxes on small businesses. We 
cut taxes on—we reduced the marriage pen-
alty. We cut taxes on capital gains and divi-
dends to encourage investment. And I want 
the farmers and ranchers to listen carefully— 
we put the death tax on the road to extinc-
tion. We don’t think you need to be taxed 
when you’re living and then when you die. 

Oh, I’m sure you remember the debate 
in Washington, DC. Democrats in Wash-
ington predicted that the tax cuts would not 
create jobs, would not increase wages, and 
that the tax cuts would cause the Federal def-
icit to explode. Well, the facts are in. The 
truth is, the tax cuts have led to a strong and 
growing economy. And just yesterday we got 
additional good news. The national unem-
ployment rate is down to 4.4 percent. Our 
economy added 92,000 months [jobs] * last 
month, and over the past 3 months, America 
has added 470,000 new jobs. 

The ag economy is strong in the United 
States. Real wages rose 2.4 percent over the 
past year. And thanks to our growing econ-
omy and being wise with your money, we 
cut the deficit in half 3 years ahead of sched-
ule. Our economic policies are working. And 
if the Democrats’ election predictions are as 
good as their economic predictions—[laugh-
ter]—next Tuesday is going to be a great day 
for Republicans. 

It’s important for people in this district and 
around the country to understand, the 
Democrats are going to raise your taxes, but 

they don’t want you to know it. [Laughter] 
They asked the top Democrat leader in the 
House about tax cuts, and she made an inter-
esting statement. She said, ‘‘We love tax 
cuts.’’ But given her record, she must be a 
secret admirer. [Laughter] See, she and her 
party voted against reducing the marriage 
penalty, voted against cutting taxes on small 
businesses, voted against lowering taxes for 
families with children, voted against reducing 
taxes on capital gains and dividends, voted 
against putting the death tax on the road to 
extinction. Time and time again, when she 
had her opportunity to show love, she voted 
no. [Laughter] If that’s their definition of 
love, I’d sure hate to see what hate looks like. 

Let me explain to you how it works. Here’s 
how it works: If these tax cuts we passed are 
not extended or not made permanent, your 
taxes are going to go up. 

Audience members. Boo-o-o! 
The President. In other words, if we don’t 

have people in Congress who will join me 
in saying, ‘‘Let’s make these tax cuts extend,’’ 
or, ‘‘Make them permanent,’’ you’ll be paying 
more taxes. 

And so they asked the person who wishes 
that he would be the head of the tax writing 
committee, the lead Democrat, whether any 
of the tax cuts we passed should be extended, 
and the person said, ‘‘Not a one.’’ In other 
words, what they’re advocating without com-
ing out and saying it is, ‘‘We’re going to raise 
your taxes.’’ 

And let me explain how it will work for 
you. If you have children, your child tax cred-
it will go from 1,000 per child to $500 per 
child. So when you’re sitting around the din-
ner table tonight, you count the number of 
heads you’ve got at the table with you, and 
then you multiply by $500 a child, the sum 
of which will be how much you’re going to 
pay in increased taxes. So, just say you got 
three children, you go, one, two, three times 
500—that’s $1,500 additional taxes if the 
Democrats take over the House of Rep-
resentatives. Somebody has got more than 
three children I bet in this crowd—[ap-
plause]. Yes, how many you got? Got four 
children. There you go. Well, then you’re 
going to go, one, two, three, four, times 
500—that’s a $2,000 tax increase. That may 
not seem like a lot to people in Washington, 
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DC, but it seems like a lot to me and Marilyn. 
And therefore, send her to the Congress, and 
we’ll keep your taxes low. 

And the American people must under-
stand the facts. If you vote Democrat, you’re 
voting for a tax increase. And if you’re voting 
Republican, you’re voting for low taxes and 
a strong economy. 

The election is taking place in an historic 
time for our country. And when the children 
and grandchildren look back at this period, 
one question will overwhelm all the rest: Did 
we do everything in our power to fight and 
win the war against the terrorists? I wish I 
could come to Greeley and report this war 
is over. It is not. There’s still an enemy which 
desires to inflict harm on America. I live it 
every day. I understand what I am talking 
about. Our most important job in Wash-
ington is to protect you—is to protect you 
from further attacks. 

We face an enemy which has no con-
science. They kill innocent people to achieve 
their objectives. They share an ideology, and 
it’s an ideology that’s foreign to the United 
States. It’s an ideology that is the exact oppo-
site of what we believe. We believe in basic 
freedoms. We believe in human dignity. We 
value human life. They use human life to 
achieve objectives. They don’t believe in 
freedom. They are totalitarians, and they 
have a desire to spread their vision, their 
point of view throughout as much of the 
world as possible. And they recognize we 
stand in the way, and that’s why they want 
to inflict damage on the United States of 
America. The best way to protect you is to 
find these enemies overseas so we do not 
have to face them here at home. 

Part of our strategy is to stay on the of-
fense, and the other part of the strategy is 
to give our professionals the tools necessary 
to protect you here at home. So after the 
attacks, I evaluated programs to determine 
what we could do better to do our most im-
portant job, and that is to protect you. One 
of the problems we had is that over time, 
there was a wall that built up that prevented 
the intelligence community from sharing in-
formation with law enforcement. That didn’t 
make any sense. You see, in this new kind 
of war, we must understand what the enemy 

is thinking and what they’re about to do, in 
order to protect you. 

And so I asked the Congress to pass what 
we have called the PATRIOT Act, which 
makes it now possible for intelligence folks 
to give the information to law enforcement 
officials so they can do their jobs. Interest-
ingly enough, by far, the vast majority of 
Democrats in the House of Representatives 
voted against the reauthorization of the PA-
TRIOT Act. And the reason I’m telling you 
this, it’s important, if you have not made up 
your mind in this election, to understand 
there is a different mindset between what 
Republicans and what you believe and what 
Democrats in Washington believe. See, they 
must not believe we’re at war; otherwise, why 
wouldn’t they have given them—our intel-
ligence folks and law enforcement folks—the 
tools necessary to protect you? 

I’ve always believed that if the enemy, Al 
Qaida or an Al Qaida affiliate, is making a 
phone call from outside the United States 
to inside the United States, we must under-
stand why, if our job is to protect you. If 
we want to protect you and somebody that 
we know wants to harm a fellow citizen is 
calling in to somebody, it makes sense to un-
derstand why. Yet, when this program came 
up in front of the United States Congress, 
by far, the vast majority of Democrats voted 
against it. They must think it’s okay to re-
spond after we’re attacked. I believe we’ve 
got to do everything to prevent the attacks 
in the first place. 

We capture the enemy on the battlefield. 
Recently—or not recently, a while ago, we 
picked up a fellow named Khalid Sheikh Mo-
hammed. Our intelligence folks believe he’s 
the man that masterminded the September 
the 11th attacks. And when they picked him 
up, I recognized it would be important to 
find out what he knew. See, if he ordered 
the first attack, he might know something 
about a further attack. And it makes sense, 
if our job is to protect you, to say to the CIA 
professionals, ‘‘Find out what he knows.’’ It’s 
a different kind of war. We must understand 
what the enemy is thinking in order to pro-
tect you. So I sent this bill up to the United 
States Congress. By far, the vast majority of 
Democrats in both bodies voted against giv-
ing our professionals the tools necessary to 
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protect you. There’s just a different mindset. 
If you want to be protected, you send 
Marilyn Musgrave back to the United States 
Congress. 

We are on the offense overseas. It’s hard 
to plot and plan if you’re on the run. It’s 
hard to plot and plan if you’re hiding. There’s 
some fantastic people who have volunteered 
to serve your country, who are keeping the 
pressure on this enemy. 

One of the lessons of September the 11th, 
a vital lesson of September the 11th, a lesson 
any President must always remember is that 
when we see a threat overseas, we have got 
to take those threats seriously. You can’t just 
hope for the best in a war against people 
who want to kill our citizens. And so when 
you see a threat, for the sake of our children, 
we must take those threats seriously. I saw 
a threat in Saddam Hussein; Members of the 
United States Congress from both political 
parties saw the same threat; the United Na-
tions saw the threat. My decision to remove 
Saddam Hussein was the right decision, and 
the world is better off for it. 

We are in a global struggle. By global 
struggle I mean, we will find and face the 
enemy wherever we can. And we’re on a mul-
tiple of fronts, the most important of which 
is Iraq. It is the central front in the war on 
terror. I have heard Democrats in Wash-
ington say, Iraq is a distraction from the war 
on terror. What I’m describing to you over 
and over again, there is a different mindset, 
and voters have got to understand when they 
go into the polls, the difference of opinion. 
See, I know Iraq is the central front in the 
war on terror, and so do our troops. But I 
want people to listen to the words of Usama 
bin Laden. If you have doubt about whether 
Iraq is important to this war on terror, listen 
to the words of the enemy. Usama bin Laden 
calls this fight the third world war. He went 
on to say, victory for the terrorists in Iraq 
will mean America’s defeat and disgrace for-
ever. He understands the consequences. 

But I want you to hear the words of a sen-
ior Democrat in the House of Representa-
tives about her view. She said, ‘‘The Presi-
dent says fighting them there makes it less 
likely we will have to fight them here.’’ I do 
say that, because I believe that. She went 
on to say, ‘‘The opposite is true. Because we 

are fighting them there, it may become more 
likely that we will have to fight them here.’’ 
Iraq is not the reason why the terrorists are 
at war with us. You remind your citizens that 
we were not in Iraq when they attacked the 
World Trade Center in 1993. We were not 
in Iraq when they bombed our Embassies 
in Kenya—Tanzania and Kenya. We were 
not in Iraq when they attacked the USS Cole. 
And we were not in Iraq on September the 
11th, 2001. 

You do not create terrorists by fighting the 
terrorists. The best way to protect you is to 
stay on the offense and bring these people 
to justice before they can hurt us again. 

Our goal in Iraq is victory. Victory means, 
a country which can sustain itself, govern 
itself, and defend itself and will be an ally 
in the war on terror. And this is tough fight-
ing. I know it’s tough fighting, and you know 
it’s tough fighting. It’s tough fighting because 
we face an enemy which is willing to kill in-
nocent people in order to achieve an objec-
tive. See, they can’t stand the thought of a 
young democracy succeeding in the midst of 
their plans to spread a totalitarian vision of 
darkness. And that’s why you’re seeing the 
struggle you’re seeing. 

And the enemy understands that if they 
put enough carnage on the TV screen that 
America will—will be shaken. At least that’s 
what they believe. And that’s what you’re 
seeing. And that’s why a lot of our fellow 
citizens are justifiably concerned about Iraq. 
But what the enemy doesn’t understand 
about this administration and millions of 
Americans is, we’re not going to run in the 
face of thugs and assassins. 

Our goals have not changed; our tactics 
constantly change. I have given our com-
manders all the authority they need to keep 
adjusting to the tactics of this enemy. And 
we are; we’re constantly altering the tactics. 
As the enemy changes, we change. And we’ve 
got a lot going for us. We’ve got a good strat-
egy that’s going to work, and we’ve got a fan-
tastic United States military that deserves the 
full support of the United States. 

Whether or not the people of this country 
agree with my decision, one thing they need 
to do is to honor and respect the volunteers 
who wear the uniform. And you don’t have 
to worry about Marilyn Musgrave making 
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sure our troops have all they need to do the 
jobs I’ve asked them to do. 

There’s something else happening in Iraq. 
There are brave Iraqis who’ve endured un-
speakable violence, and the reason they have 
is because they want to live in freedom. I 
was pleased at the outcome of their elections, 
but I wasn’t surprised. I’ll tell you why I 
wasn’t surprised. I believe in the universality 
of freedom. I believe there’s an Almighty, 
and one of the gifts of the Almighty to each 
man and woman and child on the face of 
the Earth is a desire to be free. 

So our strategy is to help this young de-
mocracy survive. And we’ll help them politi-
cally. The 12 million people—nearly 12 mil-
lion voted and said, ‘‘We want to be free.’’ 
I believe there will be a government of, by, 
and for the people. They’ve got good re-
sources, and we’ll help them get their feet 
on the ground after years of tyranny. And 
we’re going to help train—continue to train 
Iraqi troops so they take the fight, so they’re 
capable of defending this country. There’s no 
doubt—let me say to you, if you’ve got a rel-
ative in the military, I wouldn’t have your 
loved one in the theater if I didn’t think we’d 
win. I can’t look at the mothers and fathers 
and husbands and wives of those who wear 
our uniform who may be in Iraq, and say, 
‘‘It’s noble,’’ but not think I can—we can win 
the—the only way we can win is if we leave 
before the job is—I mean, the only way we 
can lose is if we leave before the job is done. 
That’s the only way. 

You know, it’s an amazing debate here 
coming down the stretch. Iraq is vital to our 
security. Iraq is the central front in this war 
on terror. But I’ve been listening for the 
Democrats’ plan for success. [Laughter] 
There’s national silence. [Laughter] They 
have no plan for victory. You know, some 
of the leading Democrats say we ought to 
pull out now. Others suggest we ought to pull 
out at a specific date, even though we may 
not have done the job. One leading Demo-
crat suggested we move our troops 5,000 
miles away to an island. [Laughter] Nineteen 
House Democrats introduced legislation that 
would cut off funds for our troops. 

It was an interesting observation last week 
by a Democrat Senator who explained her 
party’s position this way: ‘‘We haven’t coa-

lesced around a single plan, but we’re in gen-
eral agreement on the basic principles.’’ 
Well, she’s right. They are in agreement on 
one thing: They will leave before the job is 
done. 

Audience members. Boo-o-o! 
The President. I’m not saying these peo-

ple are unpatriotic; I’m just saying they’re 
wrong. On this vital issue, the Democrats 
have taken a calculated gamble. They believe 
that the only way they can win this election 
is to criticize and not offer a plan of their 
own. One senior Democrat describes their 
strategy, ‘‘Well, the election is all about 
them’’—that would be us. There’s 3 days left 
in this election, and there’s still time for them 
to explain to the American people what they 
intend to do. [Laughter] 

If you happen to bump into a Democratic 
candidate, you might want to ask them this 
simple question: What’s your plan? They say 
they want to protect the homeland but op-
pose the PATRIOT Act. Ask them this ques-
tion: What is your plan? If they say they want 
to uncover terrorist plots but oppose listening 
in on terrorist conversations, ask them this 
question: What’s your plan? If they say they 
want to stop new attacks on our country but 
oppose letting the CIA detain and question 
the terrorists who might know what those 
plots are, ask them this question: What’s your 
plan? 

Audience members. What’s your plan? 
The President. If they say they want to 

win the war on terror but call for America 
to pull out from what Al Qaida says is the 
central front on that war, ask them this ques-
tion: What’s your plan? 

Audience members. What’s your plan? 
The President. Well, they don’t have a 

plan. [Laughter] I want the people of this 
district and around the country to under-
stand, harsh criticism is not a plan for victory. 
Second-guessing is not a strategy. You can’t 
win a war if you don’t think we’re in a war. 
We have a plan for victory, and part of that 
plan is making sure we got people in the 
Congress who understands the stakes. Vote 
for Marilyn Musgrave. 

Retreat from Iraq would embolden the 
enemy and would make this country less se-
cure. This is a different kind of war. I know 
I said it once; I’m going to keep saying it, 
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because it’s important for people to adjust 
their thinking about the stakes. In this war, 
if we were to leave Iraq before the job is 
done, the enemy would follow us here. Leav-
ing Iraq before the job is done would provide 
a tremendous victory for the extremists and 
radicals. It would enable them to further re-
cruit. Leaving before the job is done would 
dash the hopes of the millions and millions 
of people in the Middle East who long for 
a peaceful life and who reject the extremists 
and the radicals. And leaving before the job 
is done would dishonor the sacrifice of the 
men and women who have worn the uniform 
of the United States of America. 

The consequences of retreat from Iraq 
would be felt for generations. The enemy has 
made it clear that, one, they believe we’ll 
leave because if the fighting stays tough, that 
we don’t have the stomach for it; and they 
want us to leave because they want to, one, 
establish a safe haven, just like they had in 
Afghanistan. And the reason they want a safe 
haven is so they have a place from which 
to launch further attacks. 

Secondly, they have an objective—by the 
way, this is all their words. I’m just telling 
you what they say. Secondly, they want to 
topple moderate governments. It’s part of 
their desire to spread their caliphate, their 
governing regime across as much of the 
world as they can. 

Thirdly, you can imagine a world in which 
these extremists and radicals got control of 
energy resources. And then you can imagine 
them saying, ‘‘We’re going to pull a bunch 
of oil off the market to run your price of 
oil up, unless you do the following.’’ And the 
following would be along the lines, ‘‘Well, 
retreat and let us continue to expand our 
dark vision,’’ or it would be, ‘‘Give up your 
alliance with Israel, because part of our ob-
jective is to destroy your ally’’ or—— 

Audience members. No-o-o! 
The President. In other words, they 

would use energy as economic blackmail. 
And then you can compound that further by 
a nation which doesn’t like us, at this point 
in history, with a nuclear weapon. And 30 
years from now, or so, people will look back 
and say, ‘‘What happened in 2006?’’ They’ll 
look back at this period and say, ‘‘What went 
wrong with our leaders? How come their vi-

sion was clouded to the point where they 
could not see impending danger for young 
Americans growing up?’’ 

Well, I want to assure you, I clearly see 
the danger. I understand the consequences 
of retreat. That’s why we’ll support our 
troops. That’s why we’ll fight in Iraq, and 
that’s why we’ll win in Iraq. 

I have been sharing this story with our fel-
low citizens all around the country because 
I want people to pay attention to the power 
of liberty to help us defeat this ideology of 
hate. You might remember, Laura and I had 
the honor of taking then-sitting Prime Min-
ister of Japan, Koizumi, to Elvis’s place— 
[laughter]—Memphis, Tennessee. [Laugh-
ter] People said, ‘‘Why did you go down 
there?’’ Well, I’d never been. [Laughter] 
Secondly, the Prime Minister of Japan—he 
was the then-sitting Prime Minister; he’s 
since been replaced—loved Elvis. So I 
thought it would be fun to take him down 
there. But I wanted to tell the story. 

The Japanese attacked us at Pearl Harbor, 
and millions of Americans volunteered to 
fight against the enemy. By the way, the same 
thing is happening today. We got kids—men 
and women volunteering to fight the enemy. 
One of those people was my dad, and I’m 
certain some of your relatives did the same 
thing. They said, ‘‘We’re under attack; we’re 
now going to go do everything we can to de-
feat the sworn enemy.’’ And it was a bloody 
war, and thousands of people lost their lives. 

And here I am on Air Force One flying 
down to Memphis, Tennessee, with the 
Prime Minister of the former enemy, talking 
about keeping the peace. We were talking 
about how we can work together to convince 
the leader in North Korea to give up his nu-
clear weapons. We were talking about the 
fact that Japan had 1,000 troops in Iraq. See, 
the Prime Minister and I know that when 
you find a young democracy that is willing 
to fight off extremists and radicals, we have 
a duty—those of us who are free have a duty 
to support those young democracies. We’re 
in an ideological struggle between extremists 
who cannot stand liberty and millions who 
want to live free. 

We talked about the need for—to whom 
much is given, much is required. And we’ll 
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continue to save lives on places like the con-
tinent of Africa by battling HIV/AIDS. In 
other words, we talked about our obligations 
in the world to make it more peaceful. 

I find it interesting that my dad fought the 
Japanese, and his son is working to keep the 
peace with the Japanese. Something hap-
pened after World War II: Japan adopted a 
Japanese-style democracy. And the lesson is, 
liberty has got the capacity to convert an 
enemy into an ally. Liberty is powerful. Lib-
erty has got the capacity to change regions 
of hopelessness and despair—the type of 
thing that the extremists exploit to achieve 
their dark vision—it has the capacity to 
change regions to hope and optimism. Some-
day, someday, elected leaders from the Mid-
dle East will be sitting down with an Amer-
ican President talking about keeping the 
peace, and a generation of Americans will 
be better off for it. 

And I thank you for giving me a chance 
to share with you the important issues facing 
our electorate. And these are fundamental 
issues, and they’re important issues that will 
determine how you live and the world in 
which your children grow up. 

See, if you think health care decisions 
should remain in the hands of bureaucrats 
and insurance companies, then you ought to 
just vote for the Democrats. If you believe 
you and your doctor should control your 
health care decisions, vote Republican. 

If you think trial lawyers should be allowed 
to continue driving out good doctors and 
honest job creators, vote Democrat. If you 
believe that we should rein in the trial law-
yers and protect our physicians and small- 
business owners from junk lawsuits, support 
the Republicans. 

If you think activist judges should be al-
lowed to redefine our country and issue new 
laws from the bench, vote Democrat. If you 
believe that the role of the judge is to strictly 
interpret the Constitution and leave legis-
lating to legislators, vote Republican. 

If you think your family budget can afford 
more taxes, you vote Democrat. If you be-
lieve you pay more than enough in taxes and 
you would rather invest your money and save 
your money and spend your money the way 
you see fit, vote Republican. 

And if you think the way to best protect 
America and win the war against these terror-
ists is to simply criticize and offer no plan, 
vote Democrat. But if you believe the way 
to win the war on terror and to protect the 
United States is to stay on the offense and 
to work hard to lay the foundation of peace 
for generations to come, you vote Marilyn 
Musgrave back to the United States Con-
gress. 

I’m proud to be with you. Go from this 
hall and turn out the vote. Find your friends 
and neighbors, and get them to the poll. And 
come election day, we’ll have a great victory, 
and the country will be better off for it. 

God bless. May God bless America. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 10 a.m. at Island 
Grove Regional Park. In his remarks, he referred 
to Colorado State Treasurer Mike Coffman; 
former Representative Robert W. Schaffer of Col-
orado; Mayor Tom Selders of Greeley, CO; 
former President Saddam Hussein of Iraq; Usama 
bin Laden, leader of the Al Qaida terrorist organi-
zation; former Prime Minister Junichiro Koizumi 
of Japan; and Chairman Kim Jong Il of North 
Korea. 

Remarks on Departure From Waco, 
Texas 
November 5, 2006 

Former Iraqi President Hussein Trial 
Verdict 

Today Saddam Hussein was convicted and 
sentenced to death by the Iraqi High Tri-
bunal for the massacres committed by his re-
gime in the town of Dujayl. Saddam Hus-
sein’s trial is a milestone in the Iraqi people’s 
efforts to replace the rule of a tyrant with 
the rule of law. It’s a major achievement for 
Iraq’s young democracy and its constitutional 
government. 

During Saddam Hussein’s trial, the court 
received evidence from 130 witnesses. The 
man who once struck fear in the hearts of 
Iraqis had to listen to free Iraqis recount the 
acts of torture and murder that he ordered 
against their families and against them. 
Today the victims of this regime have re-
ceived a measure of the justice which many 
thought would never come. 
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Saddam Hussein will have an automatic 
right to appeal his sentence; he will continue 
to receive the due process and the legal rights 
that he denied to the Iraqi people. Iraq has 
a lot of work ahead as it builds its society 
that delivers equal justice and protects all its 
citizens. Yet history will record today’s judg-
ment as an important achievement on the 
path to a free and just and unified society. 

The United States is proud to stand with 
the Iraqi people. We will continue to support 
Iraq’s unity Government as it works to bring 
peace to its great country. We appreciate the 
determination and bravery of the Iraqi secu-
rity forces, who are stepping forward to de-
fend their free nation. And we give our 
thanks to the men and women of America’s 
Armed Forces, who have sacrificed so much 
for the cause of freedom in Iraq—and 
they’ve sacrificed for the security of the 
United States. Without their courage and 
skill, today’s verdict would not have hap-
pened. On behalf of the American people, 
I thank every American who wears the uni-
form, I thank their families, and I thank them 
for their service and their sacrifice. 

Thank you very much. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 1:17 p.m. at the 
Texas State Technical College Waco Airport. The 
Office of the Press Secretary also released a Span-
ish language transcript of these remarks. 

Remarks at a Nebraska Victory 2006 
Rally in Grand Island, Nebraska 
November 5, 2006 

The President. Thank you all very much. 
Thanks for coming. Thanks for inviting me. 
So Laura says, ‘‘What do you think we ought 
to do on our 29th wedding anniversary?’’ I 
said, ‘‘Why don’t I go to Grand Island, Ne-
braska, because there are some people I want 
to thank in advance of what you’re going to 
do on November 7th.’’ 

I want to thank you for working hard. I 
want to thank you for voting. I want to thank 
you for sending Adrian Smith and Pete 
Ricketts to Washington, DC. You’d be happy 
to hear she agrees. [Laughter] She said, ‘‘You 
go ahead on; you go tell them, I agree with 
you.’’ So she sends her love, and on this, our 

29th anniversary, I’m proud to say, I love her 
dearly. 

Seems like to me, when you want some-
body to represent you in the Congress, you 
need somebody who has lived here their 
whole life and who understands Nebraska 
values. Seems like to me, if you’re from this 
part of the world, you’d better have you 
somebody who understands what it means 
to be a farmer and a rancher representing 
you in the United States Congress. And that 
person is Adrian Smith. 

I also appreciate you coming out to sup-
port Pete Ricketts. He’s a small-business 
man; he’s a successful small-business man. 
Let me tell you, we’ve got too many lawyers 
in Washington. Send somebody to Wash-
ington who has met a payroll, and that person 
is Pete Ricketts for the United States Senate. 
I appreciate Susanne Ricketts for standing 
with Pete and working just as hard as he is. 

I want to thank your Governor, Governor 
Dave Heineman, and his wife, Sally, for 
being with us today. One of these days he 
and I are going to be members of the ex- 
Governors club. [Laughter] But I know 
you’re proud of the job he’s doing. He’s set-
ting high standards and working hard to ac-
complish that which he said he would do on 
the campaign trail. 

I appreciate very much being here with 
a fine United States Senator—a man I call 
a friend and a person I know you call friend, 
Chuck Hagel. From the First Congressional 
District, Jeff Fortenberry and his wife, Ce-
leste, is with us. And from the Second Con-
gressional District, Lee Terry and his wife, 
Robyn, have joined us. It’s a good sign when 
the Congressmen from neighboring districts 
are coming in. See, they smell a winner. They 
understand what’s about to happen on elec-
tion day. 

Proud to be here with your Lieutenant 
Governor, Sheehy, your attorney general, 
Bruning, and your secretary of state, Gale. 
Thank you all for coming. 

I had an opportunity to say hello to his 
honor, your mayor. Mr. Mayor, thank you 
for being here. I appreciate you coming. I’m 
honored you’re here. My only advice is, pave 
the potholes. [Laughter] Although Mr. 
Mayor, if you please, I didn’t feel any on the 
way in. 
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I want to thank you all. I really do want 
to thank the grassroots activists, the people 
who worked hard to get these candidates to 
where they are. And I just urge you to keep 
working for the next 48 hours. 

I know—I’m sure you’ve heard the same 
predictions I’ve heard. The prognosticators 
have already decided the outcome of this 
election before the good people of Nebraska 
have voted. But don’t worry about it, the 
same thing happened in 2004. Some of them 
up in Washington had already picked out 
their new offices in the West Wing. [Laugh-
ter] They listened to the prognosticators. 
Then the people showed up to the polls, and 
the movers were not needed. 

And the same thing is going to happen on 
November the 7th. You’re going to elect 
Adrian Smith; you’re going to elect Pete 
Ricketts. We’re going to hold the House and 
hold the Senate. 

And there’s a reason, because Republicans 
understand the values and the priorities of 
the American people. And by the way, we 
don’t shift our values and we don’t shift our 
priorities based upon the latest opinion poll. 
We’re running on a record. We’ve raised 
standards for our public schools. No child is 
going to be left behind in America, because 
of our reforms. 

Adrian Smith and I understand, if the farm 
economy is doing well in Nebraska, the en-
tire economy of the United States does well. 
Adrian, Pete, and I understand that we’ve 
got a problem, because we’re too dependent 
on foreign oil. And so we passed comprehen-
sive energy legislation that encourages new 
technologies that will enable us to drive our 
cars as a result of crops grown right here 
in the great State of Nebraska. 

We’re taking the lead. I remember when 
I was campaigning with you, I said, ‘‘Vote 
for me; I will put judges on the bench who 
strictly interpret the law and not legislate 
from the bench.’’ We’ve got a record to run 
on. I want to thank Senator Chuck Hagel 
for strongly supporting my nominees to the 
Federal bench, particularly Sam Alito and 
John Roberts. When you go in to vote for 
your United States Senator, just remember 
you’re not only voting for an individual, 
you’re voting for the style of judiciary we 
have. 

And if the Democrats were to control the 
United States Senate, judges like Alito and 
Roberts would never have been seated on 
the Supreme Court. 

No, we’ve got a record to run on, and 
we’ve got stands we take that are totally dif-
ferent from the Democrats. The two big 
issues in this campaign, as far as I’m con-
cerned, is how many—how much tax are you 
going to pay, and whether or not this Govern-
ment is going to do everything in our power 
to protect you. 

Let me start with taxes. See, our philos-
ophy is this: You can spend your money far 
better than the Federal Government can. I 
don’t care what they’re telling you in the 
races here, but the Democrats believe they 
can spend their money better than you can. 

Audience members. Boo-o-o! 
The President. Our philosophy says that 

if you’ve got more of your own money in your 
pocket to save, spend, or invest, the economy 
benefits. 

We just didn’t go to Washington to be phi-
losophers. We went to Washington to act. I 
signed the largest tax cut since Ronald 
Reagan was the President of the United 
States. We cut the taxes for everybody who 
pays income taxes. We doubled the child tax 
credit. We reduced the marriage penalty. We 
cut the taxes on the small businesses. We 
cut taxes on capital gains and dividends to 
encourage investment. And for the sake of 
our small-business owners and for the sake 
of our ranchers and for the sake of our farm-
ers, we put the death tax on the road to ex-
tinction. 

I don’t know if you can remember that far 
back about the debate on taxes, but I can. 
Democrats in Washington predicted the tax 
cuts would not create jobs; they predicted 
the tax cuts would not increase wages; and 
they predicted that tax cuts would cause the 
Federal deficit to explode. That’s what they 
predicted. Now the facts are in. The tax cuts 
we passed have led to a strong and growing 
economy. Last Friday, we had more good 
news about our economy. The national un-
employment rate is down to 4.4 percent. Real 
wages rose 2.4 percent over the past year, 
and we cut the deficit in half 3 years ahead 
of schedule. The tax cuts we passed are work-
ing. 
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And the Democrats are going to raise your 
taxes. 

Audience members. Boo-o-o! 

The President. Oh, they’re not going to 
tell you that. They won’t admit it quite that 
bluntly. As a matter of fact, they really don’t 
want you to know what they think. They 
asked the Democrat leader in the House re-
cently about tax cuts and she said, speaking 
about the Democrats, ‘‘We love tax cuts.’’ 
Well, given her record, she must be a secret 
admirer. [Laughter] 

She and her party voted against reducing 
the marriage penalty, voted against cutting 
taxes on small businesses, voted against low-
ering taxes for families with children, voted 
against putting the death tax on the road to 
extinction. If this is their definition of love, 
I’d sure hate to see hate. 

See, here’s the way the tax cuts work: If 
they are not extended or made permanent, 
your taxes are going up. See, if the Congress 
doesn’t act to say, we’re going to extend the 
tax cuts, or we’re just going to make the tax 
cuts permanent, then you get to pay an in-
creased tax. They asked the man who aspires 
to be the head of the Ways and Means Com-
mittee in the House of Representatives— 
that’s the tax writing committee—they said, 
‘‘Can you think of any of the tax cuts that 
were passed that you would extend?’’ He 
said, ‘‘I can’t think of a one.’’ In other words, 
that’s the Democrats’ view of extending your 
tax cuts. This election is important because 
it determines the size of your taxes. 

I’m going to give you an example of what 
I’m talking about. Right now the child tax 
credit is up to $1,000. But if those tax cuts 
are not expired, it goes down to $500 a child. 
So when you’re sitting around the dinner 
table tonight, count heads. [Laughter] Any 
of you got four children? Right here, here 
you go, okay. I’m going to use you all as an 
example. So you’re at dinner, number one 
child, two children, three, four—multiply by 
500, means that if the Democrats take con-
trol of the House of Representatives, you get 
yourself a $2,000 tax increase. 

Audience members. Boo-o-o! 

The President. Now, that may not sound 
like a lot to people in Washington, but it 
sounds like a lot to me. It sounds like a lot 
to Adrian Smith, and it sounds like a lot to 
Pete Ricketts. That’s why we’re going to keep 
your taxes low. 

On these issues, the Democrat party has 
adopted a clear strategy of opposition and 
obstruction. Recently the House Democrat 
leader explained the advice she’s been fol-
lowing since I was reelected in 2004. She 
said, ‘‘You must take him down.’’ That him 
would be me. One newspaper described her 
approach as scorched-earth strategy, for re-
fusing to negotiate with the GOP. Now I 
want you to think about that. Think about 
that kind of vision. It’s a sad commentary on 
the Democrat party that its leaders have re-
sorted to knee-jerk opposition as their guid-
ing principle. 

You know if you’re wondering what— 
where the Democrats stand on a major issue, 
there’s an easy formula to figure it out: No 
matter what the issue, if the Republicans are 
for it, they’re against it. [Laughter] 

When we proposed tax relief for everybody 
who pays income taxes, the Democrats op-
posed it. When Republicans proposed an en-
ergy policy, an energy bill to make our Nation 
less dependent on foreign oil, the Democrats 
opposed it. When Republicans proposed as-
sociation health plans to help small busi-
nesses get coverage, insurance coverage at 
the same discounts big companies get, 
Democrats opposed it. When Republicans 
proposed medical liability reform so our docs 
aren’t run out of practice and your costs 
aren’t run up, the Democrats opposed it. 

And here’s the way I see it: If the Demo-
crats are so good about being the party of 
the opposition, let’s just keep them in the 
opposition. And the best way is to send Adri-
an Smith to the United States Congress and 
Pete Ricketts to the Senate. 

This election is taking place in an historic 
time for our country. And when our children 
and grandchildren look back on this period, 
one question will overwhelm all the rest: Did 
we do everything in our power to fight and 
win the war on terror? We face an enemy— 
[applause]. I wish I could report to you we 
weren’t at war. Nobody wants to be at war. 
But the truth is, we face a brutal enemy that 
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still desires to harm America. Many of our 
citizens say, ‘‘Why is that?’’ 

Well, this enemy has an ideology. They be-
lieve the exact opposite of what we believe. 
We believe in basic, universal freedoms. We 
believe people ought to worship the way they 
see fit. We believe people ought to be able 
to express themselves. We believe in public 
dissent; they don’t. They also have a vision 
to spread their ideology as far corners—to 
the far corners of the world, and we stand 
in their way. You can’t negotiate with them. 
You can’t hope for the best with them. Our 
most important job is to protect you, and the 
best way to do so is to stay on the offense 
and bring them to justice before they hurt 
us again. 

The strategy is to stay on the offense, and 
the strategy is to protect you here at home. 
We have to be right 100 percent of the time, 
and the enemy has to be right one time. And 
therefore, I reviewed all the procedures to 
make sure our professionals have what it 
takes to protect you. There is a wall—there 
was a wall that prevented our intelligence 
folks from sharing vital information with our 
law enforcement folks. I can’t tell you why 
that happened; it just did; and it didn’t make 
any sense in this new kind of war. If our job 
is to protect you, we better make sure the 
intelligence our people gathers is passed on 
to the people whose job it is to prevent the 
attacks here in the homeland. 

And so I asked the Congress to pass the 
PATRIOT Act. The PATRIOT Act is a vital 
piece of legislation that has helped us break 
up terror cells around the United States. It’s 
a piece of legislation that guarded your civil 
liberties. When that important piece of legis-
lation came up for renewal, the vast majority 
of Senate Democrats and House Democrats 
voted against it. Now they must have a dif-
ferent attitude about this war on terror. 

See, my attitude is, you can’t respond after 
we’re attacked; you must respond before 
we’re attacked. In this new kind of war, we’d 
better understand what the enemy is think-
ing. And so I talked to the—our phone boys, 
and I said, ‘‘If they’re calling in, if Al Qaida 
is making a phone call from outside the 
United States to inside, or if somebody affili-
ated with the enemy is making a phone call 
from outside to inside, we better understand 

why.’’ We need to know what they’re think-
ing and what they’re planning in order to pro-
tect you. 

When the terrorist surveillance program 
came up for votes in the United States House 
of Representatives, by far the vast majority 
of Democrats voted against that legislation. 
They just see the world differently. When 
you’re getting ready to go into the ballot box, 
remember the attitudes of the folks in Wash-
ington, DC, about what it takes to protect 
you. We’re picking up people off the battle-
field, and we better know what they’re think-
ing. 

I’m going to give you a short story here. 
We found a man named Khalid Sheikh Mo-
hammad. Our intelligence people think he 
was the mastermind of the September the 
11th attacks. So I authorized the Central In-
telligence Agency to find out what he knew. 
See, if he knew about one attack, he might 
know something about another attack. Our 
job is to protect you. When the authority for 
these CIA interrogators to continue their 
program came up in front of the House and 
the Senate, the vast majority of Democrats 
in both bodies voted against that legislation. 

We need people like Adrian Smith and 
Pete Ricketts in the House and the Senate 
who understand our professionals need to be 
given the tools necessary to protect you. We 
are on the offense, and we’re going to stay 
on the offense. It is hard to plot and plan 
against America when you’re on the run. It 
is hard to plot and plan—America when 
you’re hiding. 

I want you to know—let me share a lesson 
about September the 11th that’s important. 
When we see a threat overseas, we’ve got 
to take the threat seriously. It’s important for 
our fellow citizens never to forget that lesson. 
The days are gone when you see a threat 
and just hope for the best. When we see 
threats, we must deal with them. 

Saddam Hussein was a threat. I saw him 
as a threat; members of both political parties 
saw the threat; the United Nations saw the 
threat. My decision to remove Saddam Hus-
sein was the right decision, and the world 
is better off for it. 

And today we witnessed a landmark event 
in the history of Iraq. Saddam Hussein was 
convicted and sentenced to death by the 
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Iraqi High Tribunal. Saddam Hussein trial 
is a milestone in the Iraqi people’s efforts 
to replace the rule of a tyrant with the rule 
of law, and it’s a major achievement for this 
young democracy. America congratulates the 
Iraqi people, and we give our thanks to the 
men and women of America’s Armed Forces, 
who have—[applause]. Without their cour-
age and skill, today’s verdict never would 
have happened. And we are grateful for their 
sacrifice and service. 

We are in a global war, and it’s a war being 
fought on a variety of fronts. And the central 
front is Iraq. Oh, I’ve heard all the talk out 
of Washington. You probably have too. ‘‘Iraq 
is a distraction in the war on terror,’’ they 
say. Well, I don’t believe that. Our troops 
don’t believe that. And Usama bin Laden 
doesn’t believe that. Listen to his words: He 
calls Iraq the third world war. He says victory 
for the terrorists in Iraq will mean America’s 
defeat and disgrace forever. 

Now I want you to listen to the words of 
a senior Member of the House of Represent-
atives from the Democrat party. The reason 
I’m talking about this is the people of this 
district have got to understand, there is a dif-
ferent mentality in Washington than what 
you’re used to. She said, ‘‘The President says 
that fighting them there makes it less likely 
we will have to fight them here.’’ That’s ex-
actly what I say, and it’s exactly what I be-
lieve. She went on to say, ‘‘The opposite is 
true. Because we are fighting them there, it 
may become more likely we will have to fight 
them here.’’ 

Iraq is not the reason why these extremists 
and terrorists are at war with us. We were 
not in Iraq when they bombed the World 
Trade Center in 1993. We were not in Iraq 
when they bombed the Embassies in Tan-
zania and in Kenya. We were not in Iraq 
when they attacked the USS Cole, and we 
were not in Iraq on September the 11th, 
2001. You don’t create terrorists by fighting 
the terrorists. The best way to protect you 
is to stay on the offense and defeat them 
overseas so we do not have to face them here 
at home. 

And we got one goal in Iraq, and that is 
victory. There’s a country that—we’re work-
ing for a country that can sustain itself and 
govern itself and defend itself and be an ally 

in the war on terror—to be an ally in this 
struggle against extremists who want to defy 
the hopes of reasonable people around the 
Middle East, these extremists who want to 
come and attack America again. And it’s a 
tough fight, no question about it. I under-
stand how tough it is, and so do our troops, 
and so do the families of our troops. 

It’s tough because we face an enemy that 
is willing to kill innocent life to achieve their 
objectives. They have no conscience, and 
they understand that these violent acts will 
end up on our television screens. And they 
believe the United States does not have the 
stomach for the long fight. But what they 
don’t understand about this administration 
and a huge number of Americans—we’re not 
going to run from thugs and assassins. 

Our goal is solid. Our tactics constantly 
change. I’m in touch with our commanders 
all the time. I tell them, ‘‘Whatever you need 
to win, you’ll have.’’ We give them the flexi-
bility necessary to continue to adjust their 
tactics to meet the changes the enemy are 
doing on the ground. And we got a lot going 
for us. We got a strategy for victory that will 
work, and we got a fantastic group of young 
men and women who have volunteered to 
defend you in the United States military. 

And whether my fellow citizens agree with 
my decisions or not, one thing they owe is 
they owe those who wear the uniform the 
utmost respect. And those of us at the Fed-
eral Government owe them all they need, all 
the support to make sure they can do the 
jobs that I’ve asked them to do. 

And I thank Senator Hagel for his strong 
support. I thank the Members of Congress 
who are here for their strong support of the 
United States military, and there’s no doubt 
in my mind Pete Ricketts and Adrian Smith 
will be strong supporters of the men and 
women in the United States military. 

We have something else going for us, and 
those are brave Iraqis. Iraqi citizens have suf-
fered unspeakable violence, yet they are 
committed to a government of and by and 
for the people. Our strategy is to help their 
politics move forward. Our strategy is to help 
their economy improve. And our strategy is 
to train Iraqis so they can take the fight to 
the few who want to dash the hopes of the 
many. 
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You know when nearly 12 million Iraqis 
voted, I was pleased, but I was not surprised, 
and I’ll tell you why I wasn’t surprised. I be-
lieve there is an Almighty. I believe a great 
gift of the Almighty to every man, woman, 
and child on Earth is the desire to be free. 
And so when the Iraqis said, ‘‘We want to 
be free,’’ it is part of my belief in the uni-
versality of freedom. 

We have a strategy for victory, and the only 
way we won’t achieve it is if we leave before 
the job is done. If you listen to this debate 
on Iraq, if you think about the Democrats’ 
plans for success, there isn’t one. This is a 
vital issue facing our country. This is a central 
front in the war on terror, and yet they have 
no plan for victory. 

Oh, some of them are saying we ought to 
pull out now. Others are saying we ought to 
pull out at a fixed date, before the job is 
done. Actually, one of the Members of the 
House of Representatives, a distinguished 
Member, said the best way to handle the situ-
ation is to remove our troops to an island 
5,000 miles away. I’m not kidding you. That’s 
not a plan for victory. Nineteen House Mem-
bers introduced legislation that would cut off 
the funds for our troops. One Democrat Sen-
ator, one of Chuck’s colleagues, she said, 
‘‘We haven’t coalesced around a single plan, 
but we’re in general agreement on basic prin-
ciples.’’ Think about that. Yes, they’re in 
agreement on principles: Get out before the 
job is done. 

They’ve taken a calculated risk. By the 
way, I’m not saying these folks are unpatri-
otic; I’m saying they’re wrong. You can’t win 
a war and protect the homeland if you’re un-
willing to fight the war. You know, the 
Democrats have taken a calculated gamble 
in this campaign. They think the only way 
they can win is to criticize and not offer a 
plan of their own. You know, let me say this 
to you: Anger is not a plan; criticism is not 
a plan; pessimism is not a plan. This country 
needs people who understand the stakes and 
are willing to support the fight to protect you. 

Retreat from Iraq before the job is done 
would embolden the enemy and would make 
this country less secure. It’s very important 
for our fellow citizens to understand this is 
a different kind of war, and if the United 
States were to leave before the job is done, 

the enemy would follow us here. Leaving be-
fore the job was done would make it easier 
for these extremists to recruit. Leaving be-
fore the job was done would dash the hopes 
of the millions upon millions of people who 
want to live a peaceful life in the Middle 
East. And leaving before the job is done 
would dishonor the sacrifice of the men and 
women who have worn the uniform of the 
United States. 

And leaving before the job is done would 
be felt for generations to come. And let me 
explain to you why: The enemy has made 
it clear, they expect us to leave when the 
fighting stays tough because, one, they want 
a safe haven from which to launch further 
attacks on the United States, a safe haven 
similar to the safe haven they had in Afghani-
stan where they trained thousands of people 
and where they planned and plotted to 
launch their attacks that killed nearly 3,000 
of our citizens. 

They have said that they want to establish 
a caliphate—a governing organization based 
upon their ideology—and it starts with top-
pling modern governments. They would like 
to get ahold of oil resources so they could 
then say to the West, ‘‘Abandon your alliance 
with Israel,’’ or, ‘‘Withdraw from the Middle 
East; otherwise you’re going to be facing high 
priced oil, and we’ll bring your economy 
down.’’ And when you put all in the mix a 
country which doesn’t like us with a nuclear 
weapon, 30 years from now people are going 
to look back at this period in our history and 
say, ‘‘What happened to them in 2006? Could 
they not see the impending danger? Were 
they unable to see the threats to a generation 
of Americans?’’ 

Well, let me assure you, I see the danger. 
I clearly see the stakes. That is why we will 
support our troops. That is why we will fight 
in Iraq, and that is why we’ll win in Iraq. 

I would like to share a story with you. I 
share this story all around the country, so 
if you’ve heard it, I apologize. It’s a story 
about the power of liberty. It’s a story about 
then-sitting Prime Minister of Japan, 
Koizumi, and me and Laura heading down 
to Elvis’s place in Memphis, Tennessee. 
They said, ‘‘Why did you go down there?’’ 
Well, I hadn’t been down there. I thought 
it would be fun to go. 
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Koizumi, Prime Minister Koizumi wanted 
to go because he loved Elvis. He was a fan 
of Elvis Presley. But also I wanted to tell 
a story. It’s the story about—I’m sure your 
relatives, just like my relative, my dad, volun-
teered to fight the Japanese after the attacks 
of Pearl Harbor. That’s when the story be-
gins. They attacked us. Thousands of our fel-
low citizens said, ‘‘I want to go, and I want 
to fight for our freedoms against an enemy 
which has attacked us.’’ By the way, it’s the 
same spirit today, around, where people have 
said, ‘‘I want to volunteer to defend Amer-
ica.’’ 

My dad went. Your relatives went. They 
fought like mad. Japan was the sworn enemy 
of the United States. I’m now on the air-
plane, Air Force One, flying down to Elvis’s 
place, and I was talking about keeping the 
peace with the Prime Minister of Japan. We 
talked about how we got to work together 
to convince the North Korean to give up his 
nuclear weapons ambitions. We talked about 
the fact that Iraq has 1,000 troops—I mean 
Japan had 1,000 troops in Iraq. 

He understands what I know: In this ideo-
logical struggle of extremists versus rational, 
reasonable people who want to live in peace, 
when we find young democracies, we must 
support them for the sake of peace. We 
talked about how to whom much is given, 
much is required, and that we’ll continue to 
take the lead in trying to eradicate the pan-
demic of HIV/AIDS in places like Africa. We 
talked about our responsibilities as friends 
and allies. 

I find it amazing that my dad and your 
relatives fought the Japanese, and today— 
then his son was talking about keeping the 
peace. Something happened, and what hap-
pened was, Japan adopted a Japanese-style 
democracy. The lesson for all to hear is, lib-
erty has got the capacity to transform an 
enemy into an ally. Liberty has got the capac-
ity to transform a region of hate and resent-
ment into a region of hope. 

Someday, American Presidents will be sit-
ting down with duly elected leaders in the 
Middle East talking about keeping the peace, 
and a generation of Americans will be better 
off for it. 

In 48 hours, you’re going to be walking 
into the booth, and so will millions of citizens 

around our country, and people will be given 
a choice between two political parties with 
different philosophies. If you think your 
health care decisions should remain in the 
hands of bureaucrats, then you ought to vote 
for the Democrats. If you think that you and 
your doctors should control your healthcare 
decisions, vote Republican. 

If you think that trial lawyers should be 
allowed to continue driving good doctors out 
of practice and running up your costs of med-
icine, you go ahead and vote Democrat. But 
if you believe that we should trade in the 
trial lawyers and protect our physicians from 
frivolous lawsuits, vote Republican. 

If you think activist judges should be al-
lowed to redefine our country and issue new 
laws from the bench, you need to go vote 
Democrat. If you believe the role of the 
judge is to strictly interpret our Constitution 
and laws and leave legislating to legislators, 
vote Republican. 

If you think Medicare was serving our sen-
iors just fine and didn’t need to be reformed, 
vote Democrat. But if you believe we were 
right to expand choices for our seniors and 
provide better access for affordable prescrip-
tion drugs, vote Republican. 

If you think our farmers and ranchers 
ought to pay taxes while they’re alive and 
then pay taxes after they’re dead, you vote 
Democrat. But if you think that the death 
tax is punitive and we need to get rid of it, 
you vote Republican. 

If you think you can afford more taxes, 
vote Democrat. But if you want our taxes 
low and if you want people who believe you 
can spend your money better than the Gov-
ernment can, you vote Republican. 

And if you think the way to protect this 
country and win the war on terror is to criti-
cize your opponents and offer no plan for 
victory, you vote for the Democrats. But if 
you believe the way to win this war is to stay 
on the offense and use every element of na-
tional power to protect you and lay the foun-
dation of peace for a generation, vote Repub-
lican. 

So I appreciate your coming. Thanks for 
giving me a chance to share something that’s 
on my mind. I’m now asking you when you 
go forth to find fellow Republicans and say, 
you’ve got a responsibility to vote. But while 
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you’re doing it, don’t overlook discerning 
Democrats and openminded independents. 
Tell them to go to the polls. Tell them to 
vote for Adrian Smith and Pete Ricketts, and 
the United States will be better off for it. 

God Bless, and God bless America. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 3:58 p.m. at the 
Heartland Events Center. In his remarks, he re-
ferred to Susanne Ricketts, wife of senatorial can-
didate John P. ‘‘Pete’’ Ricketts; Lt. Gov. Rick 
Sheehy of Nebraska; Nebraska State Attorney 
General Jon Bruning; Nebraska State Secretary 
of State John A. Gale; Mayor Jay Vavricek of 
Grand Island, NE; former President Saddam Hus-
sein of Iraq; Usama bin Laden, leader of the Al 
Qaida terrorist organization; former Prime Min-
ister Junichiro Koizumi of Japan; and Chairman 
Kim Jong Il of North Korea. 

Remarks at a Kansas Victory 2006 
Rally in Topeka, Kansas 
November 5, 2006 

The President. Thank you all very much. 
It’s an honor to be here. Thanks for coming 
out tonight. So Jim Ryun says, ‘‘Do you want 
a race?’’ I said, ‘‘No, but I want you reelected 
to the United States Congress.’’ I appreciate 
you coming. I’m proud to be here with Jim 
Ryun. He’s a decent, honorable man who 
works hard on behalf of the people from 
Kansas. He deserves to be reelected Con-
gressman. 

He is a compassionate conservative. He 
has run his own business. By the way, we’ve 
got plenty of lawyers in Washington. [Laugh-
ter] Send somebody up there who has made 
a payroll. He started Sounds of Success, that 
helped children with hearing difficulties real-
ize their full potential. He doesn’t need a poll 
or a focus group to tell him what to believe. 

I thank you for being here, and I’m asking 
you to send this good man back to the United 
States Congress. I’m not the only one in my 
family who feels this way; Laura feels this 
way. Some guy just yelled, ‘‘Happy anniver-
sary.’’ That’s what I was supposed to say 
today. You know, no better way to spend your 
anniversary—your 29th anniversary—with 
somebody you love, than being here asking 
for the vote for Jim Ryun. She sends her very 
best to Jim and Anne. 

I’m proud to be here, as well, with Senator 
Sam Brownback of the great State of Kansas. 
More importantly, his wife, Mary, is here. 
Proud to be here with Congressman Todd 
Tiahrt, who you just heard from, and his wife, 
Vicki; Jim Barnett, running for Governor, 
and he needs your vote; Susan Wagle, run-
ning for Lieutenant Governor; she could use 
your vote as well. 

I appreciate very much that Chuck Ahner 
is with us. He’s running for the Third Con-
gressional District here in the State of Kan-
sas. We’ve got your attorney general for the 
great State of Kansas here, who’s asking for 
the vote. Secretary of State Ron Thornburgh 
is with us today. 

Most importantly, I want to say thanks to 
the grassroots activists who are here. You’re 
the folks who put up the signs, make the 
phone calls, and get your fellow citizens to 
the polls. I want to thank you for what you 
have done, and I want to thank you for what 
you’re going to do over the next 48 hours. 

We’re heading to the finish line, and we’re 
asking for your help. Whatever you do, don’t 
pay attention to the prognosticators, the pun-
dits. See, a bunch of them have already de-
cided that the verdict’s in, but they forgot 
that the folks of Kansas hadn’t got to the polls 
yet. But this isn’t the first time this has hap-
pened. You might remember in 2004—some 
of the folks in Washington were listening to 
the prognosticators, and then they starting 
picking out their offices in the West Wing. 
[Laughter] And then the people actually 
voted; the movers weren’t needed. 

When you turn out the vote and vote your-
self and put Jim Ryun back in the United 
States Congress, we’re going to control the 
House, and we’ll control the United States 
Senate as well. And there’s a reason why 
we’re going to win: One, we got you behind 
us, but also we’re going to win because we 
share the values and the priorities of the 
American people. 

And we’ve got a record to run on. We’ve 
delivered results. One of the things that Jim 
and I talk about is the need to make sure 
our farm economy is strong. See, we believe 
if the ag sector is doing well, the entire U.S. 
economy does well. 

We also understand that if you become de-
pendent—if you stay dependent on foreign 
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oil, it creates a national security risk. And 
so, therefore, Jim Ryun has worked to make 
sure that we encourage renewable fuel stand-
ards. In other words, we’re going to use Kan-
sas products to power our automobiles so we 
become less dependent on oil. If you’re 
somebody who makes a living because of ag-
riculture, it is in your economic interest to 
send Jim Ryun back to the United States 
Congress. 

Jim Ryun is a strong, strong supporter of 
programs to make sure our veterans’ health 
care benefits work. See, he believes in sup-
porting our veterans just like he believes in 
supporting those who wear the uniform 
today. If you’re involved with defense here 
in this congressional district, I strongly urge 
you to support Jim Ryun. 

I also want to talk about Jim’s belief in 
family values. He lives them. He not only 
believes in family values, he practices family 
values. And he is working to prevent the in-
stitution of marriage being redefined by ac-
tivist judges. 

I want to talk about two issues that divide 
Republicans from Democrats. One of them 
is taxes, and the other one is the defense of 
this homeland. Let me start with taxes. We 
believe that you can spend your money better 
than the Federal Government can. I don’t 
care what they’re telling you here at home; 
Democrats believe they can spend your 
money better than you can. 

Audience members. Boo-o-o! 
The President. We also believe that if you 

have more money in your pocket, more of 
your own money in your pocket to save, 
spend, or invest, the economy benefits. That 
is our philosophy, but you don’t expect us 
to be in Washington philosophizing. You ex-
pect us to be doing something about it. That 
is why I signed the largest tax cuts since Ron-
ald Reagan was the President. 

We cut the taxes on everybody who pays 
income taxes. We doubled the child tax cred-
it. We reduced the marriage penalty. We cut 
taxes on small businesses. We cut taxes on 
capital gains and dividends to encourage in-
vestment. And for the sake of our family busi-
nesses and for the sake of our farmers and 
for the sake of our ranchers, we put the death 
tax on the road to extinction. 

We had a spirited debate in Washington 
over these tax cuts. You might remember 
some of the Democrats’ predictions. They 
said if we had tax cuts it wouldn’t create jobs; 
if we had tax cuts, it would not increase 
wages; if we had tax cuts, it would cause the 
Federal deficit to explode. Well, the facts are 
in. The tax cuts have led to a strong and 
growing economy. Last Friday we got more 
good news about the economy. The national 
unemployment rate is down to 4.4 percent. 
In the last 3 months, we’ve added 470,000 
new jobs. Real wages rose 2.4 percent over 
the past year, and we cut the deficit in half, 
3 years ahead of schedule. If the Democrats’ 
election predictions are as good as their eco-
nomic predictions, we’re going to have a 
good day on November the 7th. 

If you live in this congressional district or 
in any other district around the country, you 
must understand that if you vote Democrat, 
you’re voting for a tax increase. 

Audience members. Boo-o-o! 
The President. Now understand that in 

a campaign like this, that the Democrats 
don’t want you to know their plans. Listen 
to the words of the leading Democrat in the 
House of Representatives, a woman who 
thinks she’s going to be the Speaker, but 
she’s not. She said—when they asked about 
tax cuts, she said, ‘‘We love tax cuts.’’ Well, 
given her record, she must be a secret ad-
mirer. [Laughter] She and her party voted 
against every single one of the tax cuts we 
passed. If this is their definition of love, I’d 
sure hate to see what hate looks like. 

If the tax cuts we passed are allowed to 
expire, if the tax cuts we passed are not ex-
tended, if the tax cuts we passed are not 
made permanent, you get a tax increase. 
That’s how it’s going to work. And so they 
asked the person who thinks he’s going to 
be chairman of the House Ways and Means 
Committee, ‘‘Can you think of any of the tax 
cuts we’ve passed that ought to be ex-
tended?’’ And see, the Ways and Means 
Committee is the tax-writing committee in 
the House. They said, ‘‘Can you think of 
one?’’ He said, ‘‘I can’t think of one tax cut 
that should be extended.’’ In other words, 
every one of the tax cuts we passed ought 
to lapse, which means your taxes go up. 
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I’ll give you an example. If the tax cuts 
are not extended or made permanent, the 
child tax credit will go from $1,000 a child 
to $500 a child, see. 

Audience members. Boo-o-o! 
The President. So when you get home 

this evening and you’re sitting around the 
table—anybody here got four kids? I’ll use 
you as an example. There you are at the 
table—you got five, okay. Five, okay. She’s 
got five kids. So when you get home: one, 
two, three, four, five times 500. That’s 
$2,500. That’s your tax increase if you vote 
Democrat. That’s your tax increase if the 
Democrats take over the House of Rep-
resentatives. That 2,500 may not seem like 
a lot to people in Washington, but it seems 
like a lot to me and Jim Ryun, and that’s 
why we’re going to keep your taxes low. 

This election is taking place in an historic 
time for our country, and when our children 
and grandchildren look back on this period, 
one question will overwhelm all the rest: Did 
we do everything in our power to win the 
war on terror? I wish I could report to you 
that we were not at war, but we are. We 
face a brutal enemy that has no conscience, 
an enemy that does have an ideology. 

People in our country wonder why an 
enemy would want to attack a compassionate 
people like those of us in the United States, 
and the answer is because we thwart their 
ambitions to spread their dark vision around 
the world. They believe—we believe in free-
dom; they don’t. We believe in liberty; they 
don’t. They understand America won’t 
change. 

You cannot negotiate with these people. 
You can’t hope for the best from these peo-
ple. The best way to do our most important 
job—is to protect you—is to defeat them 
overseas so we do not have to face them here 
at home. 

Part of our strategy is to stay on the of-
fense. The other part of our strategy is to 
protect you on the homeland. Now the prob-
lem we face is that the enemy has to be right 
one time, and we have to be right 100 per-
cent of the time. So I went to Congress and 
said, here are some vital tools that are nec-
essary to protect the American people. 

Let me give you three examples: One, 
there was a wall that separated our intel-

ligence folks from sharing information with 
our law enforcement people. Now that’s 
probably hard for you to understand, but that 
was the reality. In this new kind of war, we 
must have good intelligence, and the people 
who are responsible for protecting you must 
be able to act on it. So I asked the Congress 
to pass the PATRIOT Act, and the PATRIOT 
Act made sure that folks had the tools nec-
essary to protect you. And when that bill 
came up for reauthorization, the vast major-
ity of Democrats in the House and the Sen-
ate voted against it. 

Audience members. Boo-o-o! 
The President. It’s important for people 

in this district and around the country to un-
derstand there is a different mindset. You 
cannot wait to respond to an attack. You got 
to act before the attack. 

I felt like if Al Qaida was making a phone 
call into the United States from outside the 
United States, we better understand why. If 
our job is to protect you, we’ve got to have 
the tools necessary to do so. When this bill 
came up in front of the House of Representa-
tives, the vast majority of Democrats voted 
against it. I felt like it was important that 
when we picked somebody up off the battle-
field, we better understand what that person 
is thinking. 

Let me give you an example. We captured 
Khalid Sheikh Mohammed. Our intelligence 
officers believe he was the mastermind of the 
September the 11th attacks. My attitude is, 
if he knew about one attack, he might know 
about another attack, and we better find out 
why and what he knows. 

The vast majority of Democrats voted 
against giving our CIA professionals the tools 
necessary to question detainees. There is a 
different mindset in Washington. The best 
way to protect you is to make sure our profes-
sionals have the tools necessary to do so, and 
the best way to make sure they do is to send 
Jim Ryun back to the United States Con-
gress. 

We are in a global war against an enemy 
that wants to strike us. And this war is fought 
on a variety of fronts. One of the lessons of 
September the 11th is that when we see a 
threat overseas, we must take each threat se-
riously, before it comes to hurt us. It’s a les-
son that every President must understand in 
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this new world we live in. I saw a threat in 
Saddam Hussein; Members of the Congress 
from both political parties saw the same 
threat; the United Nations saw the threat in 
Saddam Hussein. The decision I made to re-
move Saddam Hussein was the right deci-
sion, and the world is better off for it. 

And today we witnessed a landmark event 
in the history of Iraq. Saddam Hussein was 
convicted and sentenced to death by the 
Iraqi High Tribunal. Saddam Hussein’s trial 
is a milestone in the Iraqi people’s efforts 
to replace the rule of a tyrant with the rule 
of law. It’s a major achievement for this 
young democracy. We congratulate the Iraqi 
people, and as I do so, I congratulate the 
men and women who wear the uniform of 
the United States for their hard work. With-
out their courage and skill, this verdict never 
would have happened. 

Iraq is the central front in this war on ter-
ror. Oh, I’ve heard all the lines, and I know 
you have as well. ‘‘No, it’s a distraction in 
the war on terror,’’ the Democrats say in 
Washington. Well, that’s not what I think, 
and that’s not what our troops think, and 
that’s not what Usama bin Laden thinks. 
Usama bin Laden has called this fight the 
third world war. He has said that victory for 
the terrorists in Iraq will mean America’s de-
feat and disgrace forever. They just think dif-
ferent in Washington. You just got to know 
that. When you go in the booth to vote, you 
all got to understand that people don’t see 
this world the way I do. I understand that. 

I want you to hear the words of the Demo-
crat—leading Democrat in the House. She 
said, ‘‘The President says that fighting them 
there makes it less likely we will have to fight 
them here.’’ I do say that because I believe 
that. She went on to say, ‘‘The opposite is 
true. Because we’re fighting them there, it 
may become more likely we will have to fight 
them here.’’ 

Audience members. Boo-o-o! 
The President. Iraq is not the reason the 

terrorists are at war with us. We were not 
in Iraq when they bombed the World Trade 
Center in 1993. We were not in Iraq when 
they blew up the Embassies in Kenya and 
Tanzania. We were not in Iraq when they 
bombed the USS Cole. And we were not in 
Iraq when they attacked us on September 

the 11th, 2001. You do not create terrorists 
by fighting the terrorists. The best way to 
protect you is to stay on the offense and bring 
them to justice before they can hurt us again. 

Our goal is victory in Iraq. That is our goal, 
and we got a plan to achieve victory. And 
victory means a government that can sustain 
itself, govern itself, defend itself, and serve 
as an ally in the war against these extremists 
and radicals and terrorists. 

We got a plan to do just that, but the 
enemy has got a plan to prevent us. See, they 
kill innocent men, women, and children, 
knowing that those images will be on our TV 
screens. And they believe that the United 
States does not have the will or the capacity 
to stay in the fight for the long run. And they 
recognize that these images, which justifiably 
horrify many of our citizens, will cause us 
to leave before the job is done. But they don’t 
understand this administration, nor do they 
understand millions of our citizens. We’re 
not going to run from thugs and assassins. 

Our goal remains the same. Our tactics 
constantly shift. I have given our com-
manders on the ground all the flexibility they 
need and all the tools necessary to achieve 
victory. And we got great assets for us. We 
have a plan for victory that will work, and 
we got a fantastic United States military. 

Any time—first of all, no matter what your 
view about the decisions I have made to pro-
tect America, you owe, and everyone owes, 
a debt of gratitude for the men and women 
in the United States military. And those of 
us in Government owe the men and women 
in uniform all the support necessary, all the 
pay, all the training, so they can do the job 
we’ve asked them to, and Jim Ryun is a 
strong supporter for the United States mili-
tary. 

There’s something else going for us in 
terms of victory in Iraq, and that’s the Iraqis 
themselves. They have suffered unspeakable 
violence, yet they are committed to a govern-
ment of, by, and for the people. You know, 
I was pleased—I was pleased when nearly 
12 million people went to the polls saying, 
‘‘We want to live in a free society,’’ but I 
wasn’t surprised. And the reason I wasn’t sur-
prised is I believe a gift from the Almighty 
to each man, woman, and child on the face 
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of the Earth is the desire to be free—is lib-
erty. 

And I believe in the universality of free-
dom. And I believe it’s in our interests to 
help this young democracy survive. It’s in our 
interests to help them on the political track 
and on the economic track. And at the same 
time, we’re training Iraqis so they can take 
the fight to the enemy. We’ll succeed. Let 
me tell you this: If I didn’t think we’re suc-
ceed and if I didn’t think the cause was noble 
and just, I’d pull our troops out. 

I can’t look at the eyes of a mother or wife 
or husband or dad of a troop in combat if 
I didn’t believe it was essential to the security 
of this country. As a matter of fact, the only 
way we won’t succeed is if we leave before 
the job is done. If people go to the polls, 
I want you to think about the Democrats’ 
plan for victory: There isn’t one. 

Iraq is the central front on this war, and 
yet they have no plan for victory. Oh, some 
of them say we ought to pull out now. Others 
say we ought to pull out on a fixed date, even 
though the job hadn’t been done. One of the 
leaders in the House of Representatives— 
one of the Democrat leaders said—well, 
they’re going to move the troops 5,000 miles 
away to an island. Nineteen people in the 
House said, ‘‘We’re going to cut off the funds 
right now.’’ In other words, they’re all over 
the lot, but they agree on one thing: Get out 
before the job is done. 

Audience members. Boo-o-o! 
The President. Listen, I’m not saying 

these people are unpatriotic; I’m just saying 
they’re wrong. You can’t win a war unless 
you’re willing to fight the war. The Demo-
crats have taken a calculated gamble in this 
election that—they think they can win by just 
criticizing. That’s what they believe. You 
know, if you happen to run into a Democrat 
candidate, you might want to ask them the 
simple question: What’s your plan? 

See, if they say they want to protect the 
homeland but opposed the PATRIOT Act, 
ask them: What’s your plan? If they say they 
want to uncover terrorist plots but opposed 
listening in on terrorists’ conversations, just 
go ahead and ask them: What is your plan? 
If they say they want to stop new attacks on 
our country but oppose letting the CIA de-
tain and question the terrorists who might 

know about what those plots are, ask them 
this question—— 

Audience members. What’s your plan? 
The President. If they say they want to 

win the war on terror but call for America 
to pull out of what Al Qaida says is the central 
front in the war on terror, ask them this ques-
tion—— 

Audience members. What’s your plan? 
The President. They don’t have a plan. 

Harsh criticism is not a plan for victory, and 
second-guessing is not a strategy. We have 
a plan, and part of our plan is to send Jim 
Ryun back to the United States Congress. 

Retreat from Iraq before the job is done 
will make this country more vulnerable to 
attack. This is a different kind of war. If we 
were to leave before the job is done, the 
enemy would follow us here. Leaving before 
the job is done would embolden the extrem-
ists and the radicals and would dash the 
hopes of millions of people in the Middle 
East who want to live a peaceful life. 

Leaving before the job is done would dis-
honor the sacrifice of the men and women 
who have worn the uniform of the United 
States. The consequences of leaving before 
the job is done will be felt for generations. 
The enemy has made it clear that they want 
to establish safe haven in order to launch fur-
ther attacks, just like the safe haven they had 
in Afghanistan. 

They have made it clear that they want 
to drive us out of the Middle East to topple 
moderate governments as a part of spreading 
their dark vision of the future throughout the 
Middle East. They have made it clear that 
they would like to control resources like en-
ergy in order to extract economic blackmail 
from the West. 

Imagine if these enemy were able to con-
trol countries and said, ‘‘We’re going to pull 
a bunch of oil off the market to run up the 
price of your oil unless you abandon your 
alliances’’—alliances with Israel, for exam-
ple—or, ‘‘unless you withdraw from the Mid-
dle East.’’ Coupled with all this is a country 
which doesn’t like us trying to possess a nu-
clear weapon. Thirty years from now, people 
would look back, if this were to happen, and 
say, ‘‘What happened the folks in 2006? How 
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come they couldn’t see the impending dan-
ger? What clouded their vision—which 
caused them not to do their duty?’’ 

I want to assure you, I see the impending 
danger. I see the threats to a future for our 
children. Therefore, we will fight in Iraq, and 
we will win in Iraq. 

We got one other thing going for us, and 
that is the power of liberty. I don’t know if 
you all remember, but recently Laura and 
I took then-sitting Prime Minister of Japan 
to Elvis’s place in Memphis. [Laughter] I’d 
never been there. [Laughter] Koizumi want-
ed to go there. See, he loved Elvis. 

But I also want to tell an interesting story 
about the power of liberty. After the Japa-
nese attacked Pearl Harbor, my dad and 
many of your relatives said, ‘‘I want to go 
defend this country,’’ and they signed up by 
the thousands. By the way, the same thing 
is happening now. And these Americans 
fought the Japanese as a sworn enemy in a 
bloody, bloody war. 

And yet I’m on Air Force One, flying down 
to Memphis, talking about how to keep the 
peace. Isn’t that interesting? My dad fought 
the Japanese, and his son is talking to the 
leader of the Japanese—the leader of the 
former enemy—talking about North Korea, 
what we can do to work together to prevent 
the North Korea peninsula from having nu-
clear weapons. 

We were talking about the fact that Japan 
had 1,000 troops in Iraq. See, the Prime Min-
ister knows what I know. In this ideological 
struggle of the 21st century, when you find 
a young democracy—a form of government 
which defeats the radicals and extremists— 
you got to support it. We talked about, ‘‘To 
whom much is given, much is required,’’ and 
therefore, we’ll continue to lead the fight 
against HIV/AIDS on the continent of Africa. 

My dad fought them, and I’m working to 
keep the peace with the leader of the very 
same country. Something happened; what 
happened was, Japan adopted a Japanese- 
style democracy. The message is, liberty has 
got the capacity to change an enemy into an 
ally, and liberty has got the capacity to 
change a region of the world that is resentful 
and hopeless to a region of the world that 
has got hope and optimism. Someday— 
someday, American leaders will be sitting 

down with duly elected leaders from the 
Middle East talking about the peace, and a 
generation of Americans will be better off 
for it. 

And these are the stakes in this election. 
And I thank you for coming out and giving 
me a chance to tell you what’s on my mind. 
In 48 hours, our citizens around this country 
are headed into the box, and they’ve got clear 
choices to make. If you believe that your 
health care decisions ought to remain in the 
hands of bureaucrats, vote Democrat. If you 
believe that you and your doctors should con-
trol your health care decisions, vote Repub-
lican. 

If you think trial lawyers should be allowed 
to continue driving good doctors and honest 
job creators out of business, vote Democrat. 

Audience members. Boo-o-o! 
The President. But if you believe that we 

should rein in the trial lawyers and protect 
our physicians and small-business owners 
from junk lawsuits, you vote Republican. You 
think activist judges should be allowed to re-
define our country and issue new laws from 
the bench, vote Democrat. 

Audience members. Boo-o-o! 
The President. But if you believe that the 

role of the judge is to strictly interpret the 
Constitution and leave the legislating to the 
legislators, vote Republican. 

If you think Medicare was serving our sen-
iors just fine and did not need to be re-
formed, vote Democrat. But if you believe 
we were right to expand choices for our sen-
iors and provide better access to affordable 
prescription drugs, you vote Republican. 

You think your family budget can afford 
more taxes, vote Democrat. 

Audience members. Boo-o-o! 
The President. If you believe you pay 

more than enough in taxes as it is, and if 
you believe that you can spend your money 
better than the Federal Government can, 
vote Republican. 

And finally, if you think the way to protect 
America and win the war on terror is to criti-
cize your opponents and offer no plan of your 
own, vote Democrat. 

Audience members. Boo-o-o! 
The President. But if you believe that the 

way to win the war on terror is to stay on 
the offense, and if you believe it is necessary 
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to lay the foundation of peace for generations 
to come, you vote Republican. 

I thank you for coming. Go vote. Get your 
neighbors and friends to vote. And send Jim 
Ryun back to the United States Congress. 

God bless. And God bless America. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 6:10 p.m. at the 
Kansas Expocentre. In his remarks, he referred 
to Anne Ryun, wife of Representative Jim Ryun; 
Kansas State Attorney General Phill Kline; former 
President Saddam Hussein of Iraq; Usama bin 
Laden, leader of the Al Qaida terrorist organiza-
tion; and former Prime Minister Junichiro 
Koizumi of Japan. 

Remarks at a Florida Victory 2006 
Rally in Pensacola, Florida 
November 6, 2006 

The President. Thank you all very much. 
He just yelled, ‘‘Happy birthday,’’ to Laura— 
and happy anniversary. Imagine, in a short 
period of time, a birthday and anniversary 
and Republican victory on Tuesday. 

I appreciate you recognizing Laura. No 
doubt about it, she is the A Team in my fam-
ily, and she’s a great First Lady for the 
United States. And Jeb Bush has been a great 
Governor for Florida, and I want to thank 
you for standing with him during 8 years in 
which he worked hard to improve the lives 
of every single citizen in this State, regardless 
of their political party. Jeb is the kind of fel-
low who did in office what he said he was 
going to do, and he’s going to go down as 
one of the great Governors in your State’s 
history. 

I’m proud to be here with Senator Mel 
Martinez, one of the fine United States Sen-
ators. Tomorrow you get to vote for a new 
Governor, and I strongly suggest you vote 
for Charlie Crist to be Governor of the State 
of Florida. He’s experienced; he’s compas-
sionate; and he’ll work hard on behalf of all 
the citizens of this important State. And 
while you’re in there voting for Charlie, vote 
for Katherine Harris for the United States 
Senate and Bill McCollum to be the attorney 
general; Tom Lee to be the chief financial 
officer. And if you know anything about agri-
culture, you’re going to want Charlie 
Bronson to be your secretary of agriculture. 

I’m proud to be here in the district of a 
fine United States Congressman, Congress-
man Jeff Miller. I want to thank you and 
Vicki for being here. Miller always talks 
about the good folks in this district. Every 
time I see him he’s saying, ‘‘Don’t you forget 
the people in the panhandle.’’ And I say, 
‘‘Congressman, how could I forget them; I 
wouldn’t be President without them.’’ 

We’re 24 hours away from voting. Some 
of the folks in Washington already think they 
figured out the results. 

Audience members. Boo-o-o! 
The President. That’s what happened in 

2004. [Laughter] Some of them up there 
started listening to the prognosticators and 
started picking out their offices in the West 
Wing. [Laughter] Then the people in Florida 
voted, and the people around the country 
voted, and the movers weren’t needed. The 
same thing is going to happen tomorrow. Re-
publicans are going to turn out. It’s going 
to be a great victory on November the 7th. 

And I thank you all for coming out today. 
I thank you for your interest. I thank you 
for what you have done to help these can-
didates, and I thank you for what you’re 
going to do for the next 24 hours. You’re 
going to pick up the phone; you’re going to 
make the phone calls; you’re going to turn 
out your friends and neighbors; and we’re 
going to win. 

We’re also going to win because over the 
past 5 years, we have accomplished great 
things. Together we have taken an economy 
from recession to strong and lasting growth. 
Together we have risen to the test of Sep-
tember the 11th and have taken the fight to 
the terrorists all across the world. Together 
we found a calling for a generation of Ameri-
cans, a freedom agenda to replace tyranny 
with liberty, oppression with democracy, and 
an ideology of hate with an ideology of hope. 

History has called upon our generation to 
lead, and we have led. We’re also going to 
win this election because Republicans under-
stand the values and the priorities of the 
American people. We don’t need an opinion 
poll to tell us what we believe. Our principles 
are rock solid. We’re going to win because 
we have a hopeful, optimistic agenda. 

I knew we were going to finish strong be-
cause I knew that when the American people 
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paid attention to the two most important 
issues, they would understand we stand with 
them. And the two most important issues is, 
how much money are you going to have in 
you pocket—in other words, the size of the 
taxes—and which group of folks can best win 
the war on terror. 

Let me start with taxes. See, our philos-
ophy says, you can spend your money better 
than the Federal Government can. Our phi-
losophy says when you have more money in 
your pocket to save, invest, or spend, the en-
tire economy benefits. The Democrat philos-
ophy is, they can spend your money better 
than you can, and that’s why they want more 
of it. 

Audience members. Boo-o-o! 
The President. Oh, you might remember 

the debates that we had in Washington. They 
said the tax cuts—the Democrats said the tax 
cuts wouldn’t increase job growth; it wouldn’t 
increase wages; it would cause the deficit to 
explode. Well, the facts are in. Our economy 
is strong. Americans are working. The na-
tional unemployment rate is down to 4.4 per-
cent. The unemployment rate in this great 
State is 3.2 percent. Real wages are going 
up, and we cut the deficit in half 3 years 
ahead of schedule. 

People are beginning to pay attention to 
this election, and they understand that if the 
Democrats win, they’re going to raise your 
taxes. 

Audience members. Boo-o-o! 
The President. Oh, I know they don’t 

want you to know that. See, they’re going 
to say everything they can to make sure you 
don’t understand that reality. Matter of fact, 
I want you to listen to the words of the top 
Democrat leader in the House of Represent-
atives. They asked her about tax cuts; she 
said, ‘‘We love tax cuts.’’ Well, given her 
record, she must be a secret admirer. Every 
tax cut we passed—and by the way, they’re 
the largest tax cuts since Ronald Reagan was 
the President. Every tax cut we passed, 
whether it be increasing the child tax credit, 
or reducing the marriage penalty, or putting 
the death tax on the road to extinction, or 
cutting taxes on capital gains or dividends, 
or reducing all income taxes for people who 
pay taxes, she was against. And so were the 

Democrats in Washington. If that’s their idea 
of love, I’d hate to see what hate looks like. 

Now here’s the way this works. See, if the 
tax cuts we passed are not made permanent 
or are not extended, your taxes are going up. 
And so they asked the man who thinks he 
is going to be the head of the tax writing 
committee—he’s not, but he thinks he’s 
going to be—they said, ‘‘Can you think of 
one of the tax cuts that you would extend?’’ 
He said he couldn’t think of one. See, rather 
than saying, ‘‘I’m looking forward to raising 
the taxes on the American people,’’ this 
Democrat shows a different way of saying 
he’s going to raise taxes on—he just said, ‘‘I 
can’t think of one of the tax cuts that I would 
extend.’’ So, for example, the child tax credit 
will go from $1,000 a child to $500 a child. 

Audience members. Boo-o-o! 
The President. And if you’ve got four 

kids—right there. I’m going to use you as 
an example, if that’s all right. So when you 
get to dinner tonight and you’re sitting 
around the table, you go, one, two, three, 
four, and multiply that by $500 a child. That’s 
$2,000. You’ll be paying $2,000 more in taxes 
if people across this country vote Democrat. 
The best way for you to keep your taxes low 
is to vote Republican. 

There are clear differences on this impor-
tant issue. The Democrats want to raise taxes 
when you’re born, when you’re working, 
when you’re retired, and when you die. 
[Laughter] In other words, the Democrats’ 
philosophy is this: If it breathes, tax it. 
[Laughter] And if it stops breathing, find 
their children and tax them. [Laughter] Our 
philosophy is, we want you to have more of 
your own money because we know the tax 
cuts have worked to keep this economy 
strong. 

These are historic times. When our chil-
dren and grandchildren look back on this pe-
riod, there will be one overriding question— 
one question will overwhelm all the rest: Did 
the United States do everything in our power 
to win the war on terror? I wish I could tell 
you we weren’t at war, but we are. We face 
a brutal enemy that has an ideology, an ide-
ology so backwards that many of our citizens 
can’t possibly comprehend it. See, we believe 
in basic freedoms; they don’t. We believe in 
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the freedom to worship; they don’t. We be-
lieve in freedom to dissent; they don’t. We 
believe in freedom of a press; they don’t. 

And because we stand in the way of their 
ambitions, which is to spread their vision as 
far and wide as possible, they want to hurt 
us. And so my most important job, when it 
all boils down to Washington, DC, my most 
important job, and any of us in Washington’s 
most important job, is to protect you. You 
can’t negotiate with these people. You cannot 
hope for the best with these people. The best 
way to protect you is to find them and bring 
them to justice before they have a chance 
to hurt us. 

And we’ve got to make sure we’re doing 
everything at home to protect you. The 
enemy has got to be right one time, and 
we’ve got to be right 100 percent of the time 
to do our job to secure this country. And so 
that is why I worked with the Congress to 
tear down walls that prevented our intel-
ligence services from talking to law enforce-
ment. It probably didn’t make any sense to 
you that’s what happened, but that’s the case. 
And so I asked Congress to pass the PA-
TRIOT Act. And they did. But when it came 
time to be renewed, the overwhelming ma-
jority of the Democrats in the House and 
in the United States Senate voted no. 

Audience members. Boo-o-o! 
The President. And the reason I’m bring-

ing this up to you is that there is a different 
mindset in Washington, DC, than what I be-
lieve. See, I believe our professionals have 
all the tools necessary to protect you; Demo-
crats don’t. There’s an attitude up there that 
says, ‘‘Well, we’ll respond after we’re at-
tacked.’’ My attitude is, we’re going to re-
spond before we’re attacked. 

I felt it was important, if Al Qaida or an 
Al Qaida affiliate was making a phone call 
into the United States, that we knew why. 
In this different kind of war, we must under-
stand what the enemy is thinking, if our job 
is to prevent an attack. When that bill came 
up in front of the United States House of 
Representatives, the vast majority of Demo-
crats voted against it. 

I felt it was important that when we picked 
somebody up off the battlefield that we had 
an opportunity to question that person. See, 
we picked up Khalid Sheikh Mohammed, 

who our intelligence services think was the 
mastermind of September the 11th. Here’s 
my way of thinking: If he knew about one 
attack, he might know about another attack. 
When this bill came up in front of the House 
and the Senate, the overwhelming majority 
of Democrats voted no. If the people of this 
country expect their Government to do its 
most important job, you better elect people 
who will give our professionals the tools nec-
essary to protect you, and those people are 
Republicans. 

We’re involved in a global struggle, and 
we will face the enemy where we find them, 
no matter what the theater of war is. The 
most important theater, however, is Iraq. 
See, one of the lessons of September the 
11th is that when we see a threat, we have 
got to take that threat seriously. I saw a threat 
in Saddam Hussein; Members of the United 
States Congress in both political parties saw 
the same threat; the United Nations saw the 
threat. My decision to get rid of Saddam 
Hussein was the right decision, and the world 
is better off for it. 

Audience members. U.S.A.! U.S.A.! 
U.S.A.! 

The President. On Sunday, we witnessed 
a landmark event in the history of Iraq. Sad-
dam Hussein was convicted and sentenced 
to death. We congratulate the Iraqi people. 
We appreciate the fact that they’re con-
verting their country from a rule of a tyrant 
to rule of law. And as we congratulate the 
Iraqi people, we’ve got to remember that 
there was a lot of brave men and women 
who wear our uniform that made sacrifices 
necessary so that Iraq got to that position 
in the first place. 

In our efforts to protect you, Iraq is now 
the central front. Oh, you hear them all the 
time in Washington say, ‘‘Well, Iraq isn’t the 
central front in the war on terror,’’ or, ‘‘Iraq 
is a distraction from the war on terror.’’ I 
don’t think it is; our troops don’t think it is; 
and neither does Usama bin Laden. He has 
said that the fight in Iraq is the third world 
war. He has said that victory for the terrorists 
in Iraq will mean America’s defeat and dis-
grace forever. That’s what he said. 

Oh, you hear them in Washington say, the 
Democrats say, that because we’re fighting 
them in Iraq, we’re creating more enemies. 
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Well, Iraq is not the reason that the terrorists 
are at war with us. We weren’t in Iraq when 
they bombed the World Trade Center in 
1993. We weren’t in Iraq when they attacked 
our Embassies in Kenya and Tanzania. We 
weren’t in Iraq when they attacked the USS 
Cole. And we were not in Iraq on September 
the 11th, 2001. You do not create terrorists 
by fighting the terrorists. The best way to 
protect you is to stay on the offense and de-
feat the enemy overseas so we do not have 
to face them again here at home. 

Our goal in Iraq is victory, and victory 
means a country that can sustain itself and 
defend itself and govern itself, and a country 
which will be an ally in the war on terror 
against these extremists and radicals. And 
we’ve got a lot going for us. First of all, we 
have a plan for victory. I have given our com-
manders on the ground all the flexibility and 
all the tools they need to be able to stay 
ahead of the enemy. And we got a fighting 
force equal to none. We got the finest United 
States military ever. 

I understand a lot of citizens don’t agree 
that Iraq is important for your security, but 
our troops understand it. Morale is high. 
They understand what’s going on in this com-
bat zone. They understand the stakes. And 
therefore, those of us in government have 
the full responsibility to give them all the 
tools they need to do the jobs that I’ve asked 
them to do. And you don’t have to worry 
about Martinez and Miller. They understand 
that when we’ve got a man or woman in 
harm’s way, he or she deserves all the full 
support of the Federal Government. 

We’ve got something else going for us, and 
those are brave Iraqis. These folks have suf-
fered unspeakable violence, and yet they’re 
still committed to a government of, by, and 
for the people. You know, when they went 
to the polls and defied the car bombers and 
assassins, I was pleased, but I wasn’t sur-
prised. And the reason I wasn’t surprised is 
because I believe in an Almighty, and I be-
lieve a great gift of the Almighty in each man 
and woman’s soul is the desire to be free. 
I believe in the universality of freedom. It 
shouldn’t surprise you when people say, ‘‘I’d 
rather be free than live under the hand of 
a tyrant.’’ 

So we’ll help the Iraqis. We’ll help them 
politically; we’ll help economically; and we 
will continue to train their security forces so 
they get to take the fight to the enemy. And 
I want you to know, if you’ve got a loved 
one in uniform, if you’ve got a loved one in 
Iraq, I would not have your loved one there 
if I didn’t believe that the cause was noble 
and just and that victory was attainable. As 
a matter of fact, the only way we will not 
win is if we leave before the job is done. 

This is an important part of this campaign. 
It’s an important part for your future. And 
if you listen for the plan of the Democrats, 
there isn’t one. Oh, they’ve got some ideas. 
Some of them say, ‘‘Get out right now.’’ 
Some of them say, ‘‘Get out at a fixed date,’’ 
even though the job hasn’t been done. One 
of them said, ‘‘Let’s move our troops to an 
island some 5,000 miles away.’’ 

Audience members. Boo-o-o! 
The President. They don’t have a plan, 

but they’ve got a principle around which 
they’re organized, which is: It’s too tough; 
get out before the job is done. That’s what 
they believe. I’m not saying they’re unpatri-
otic; I’m saying they’re wrong. They have 
taken a calculated gamble. They believe the 
only way they can win this election is to criti-
cize and offer no plan. It’s a huge election 
issue, and they don’t have a plan. So if you 
happen to bump into a Democrat candidate, 
you might want to ask this question: What 
is your plan? If they say they want to protect 
the homeland but opposed the PATRIOT 
Act, ask them this question: What’s your 
plan? If they say they want to uncover ter-
rorist plots but opposed listening in on ter-
rorist conversations, ask them this question: 
What’s your plan? 

Audience members. What’s your plan? 
The President. If they say they want to 

stop new attacks on our country but opposed 
letting the CIA detain and question the ter-
rorists who might know what those plots are, 
ask them this question: What’s your plan? 

Audience members. What’s your plan? 
The President. If they say they want to 

win the war on terror but call for America 
to pull out from what Al Qaida says is the 
central front in the war on terror, ask them 
a simple question—— 

Audience members. What’s your plan? 
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The President. They don’t have one. 
[Laughter] I want you to remind your fellow 
citizens when you ask them to go vote, harsh 
criticism is not a plan for victory. Second- 
guessing is not a strategy. We have a plan 
for victory, and part of that plan is to make 
sure Republicans control the House and the 
Senate. 

Retreat from Iraq before the job is done 
would embolden the enemy and would make 
this country less secure. In this war, if we 
were to leave before the job is done, the 
enemy would follow us here to America. If 
we leave before the job is done, it would en-
able these radicals and extremists to be able 
to recruit. If we leave before the job is done, 
it would dash the hopes of millions upon mil-
lions of people in the Middle East who sim-
ply want to live a peaceful existence. It would 
condemn them to the violent ideology of 
these haters. And if we were to leave before 
the job was done, it would dishonor the sac-
rifice of the men and women who have worn 
our uniform. 

The stakes in this fight in Iraq are impor-
tant, not only for today’s generation but for 
future generations. See, the enemy has made 
it abundantly clear that they believe we’ll 
leave because we’re soft. They believe if they 
can put enough unspeakable violence on the 
TV screens that America will lose its nerve. 
They don’t understand; we don’t run from 
thugs and assassins. They believe it’s a matter 
of time for us to leave, and they want us to 
so they can have safe haven from which to 
launch further attacks. This is what they have 
said. They have said that they want us to 
leave so they can have room to topple mod-
erate governments, to begin to expand their 
ideological vision. 

Can you imagine a world in the Middle 
East in which they controlled oil resources? 
And then they would say to the West, ‘‘Aban-
don your alliance with Israel; abandon your 
alliance with moderate governments; with-
draw, otherwise we’ll bring you to your 
knees, economically.’’ And you couple that 
with a country with a nuclear weapon that 
doesn’t like us, and people will look at this 
period of time and say, ‘‘What happened to 
them in 2006? How come they couldn’t see 
the impending danger? What clouded their 
vision?’’ I want to assure you, I see the dan-

ger. That is why we will stay in Iraq, fight 
in Iraq, and win in Iraq. 

One of my favorite stories that I like to 
share with our fellow citizens is the story 
about the time when Laura and I went to 
Elvis’s place with sitting Prime Minister 
Koizumi of Japan. People say, ‘‘What the 
heck did you go there for?’’ [Laughter] I said, 
‘‘Well, I hadn’t taken Laura on a vacation 
for a while.’’ [Laughter] Koizumi himself 
wanted to go because he was an Elvis fan. 
[Laughter] But it also tells an interesting 
story about the power of liberty, about the 
capacity of liberty to change for the better. 

See, the Japanese attacked us, and thou-
sands of young Americans, like your relatives 
and our dad, said, ‘‘I volunteer. I volunteer 
to fight for the country.’’ It’s happening 
today, by the way. Thousands are doing the 
same thing. And he went, and thousands 
went, and thousands died in a bloody war. 
And yet his son is on Air Force One flying 
down to Memphis, Tennessee, talking about 
the peace, talking about peace on the Korean 
Peninsula, talking about the fact that Japan 
had 1,000 troops in Iraq. The Prime Minister 
and I understand we’re in an ideological 
struggle between extremists and people who 
want a better life than what they offer. And 
the best way to defeat the ideology of hate 
is with an ideology of hope. We were talking 
about the admonition, to whom much is 
given, much is required, and that’s why we’ll 
continue to lead the fight against the pan-
demic of HIV/AIDS. We were talking about 
our global responsibilities to foster peace. 

Isn’t that interesting; our dad fought the 
Japanese, and one of his sons is talking about 
keeping the peace. Something happened. 
Japan adopted a Japanese-style democracy. 
The lesson is that liberty has got the capacity 
to transform an enemy into an ally; liberty 
has got the capacity to transform a region 
of the world that is resentful and full of hate 
to a region of the world full of hope. Some-
day, an elected leader from the United States 
will be sitting down with elected leaders from 
the Middle East talking about the peace, and 
a generation of Americans will be better off 
for it. 

And those are the stakes in this election. 
I urge our fellow citizens to go to the polls. 
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I urge you to do your duty in this great de-
mocracy, and that is to exercise your right 
as an individual to determine the course of 
this Nation. And as you’re going into those 
polls, remember, if you want your taxes low, 
vote Republican. And as you go to the polls, 
remember, we’re at war. And if you want this 
country to do everything in its power to pro-
tect you and, at the same time, lay the foun-
dation of peace for generations to come, vote 
Republican. 

Laura and I are so pleased you’re here. 
Thank you for coming out. Thank you for 
your interest. May God bless you, and may 
God continue to bless the United States. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 1:24 p.m. at the 
Pensacola Civic Center. In his remarks, he re-
ferred to Vicki Miller, wife of Representative Jeff 
Miller; former President Saddam Hussein of Iraq; 
Usama bin Laden, leader of the Al Qaida terrorist 
organization; and former Prime Minister Junichiro 
Koizumi of Japan. 

Remarks at an Arkansas Victory 2006 
Rally in Bentonville, Arkansas 
November 6, 2006 

The President. Thank you all for coming. 
You know, Asa, I remember landing at this 
airport in 2000, on the next to last event of 
my quest for the Presidency. I was then here 
to ask for your vote for me. I’m coming back, 
asking for you to vote and work for Asa 
Hutchinson. 

I want to thank you for the interest in his 
campaign. I appreciate those of you who are 
putting up the signs and making the phone 
calls and turning out the vote. With your 
help, he’ll become the next Governor of Ar-
kansas. And by the way, when you get people 
going into the polls, make sure they send a 
great United States Congressman back to 
Washington, John Boozman. 

Laura and I are pleased to be here to sup-
port the Hutchinsons. We got to know them 
in Washington. One thing you have to under-
stand is, he spent time in Washington, but 
he never lost his Arkansas values. I guess 
that’s because he grew up on a farm near 
Gra-VETTE—GRA-vette. No one has ever 
accused me of being the best English speaker 
in America. [Laughter] But I try to talk plain 

so people know where I’m coming from. And 
here’s where I’m coming from: Asa Hutch-
inson is the right man to be your Governor. 

I liked the fact that he and Susan have 
been married for 33 years. As a matter of 
fact, Laura and I celebrated our 29th wed-
ding anniversary. She was in Crawford, and 
I was campaigning. [Laughter] We’ve had 
quite a week there. She celebrated a birth-
day; we celebrated the 29th anniversary; and 
on November the 7th, we’re going to cele-
brate a great victory. 

I like the fact that when Asa was called 
by his Government to come and serve, he 
did. See, he understands that it’s important 
to put service ahead of self. And I gave him 
some hard jobs. I didn’t ask him to come 
to Washington just to push paper; I asked 
him to come to Washington to fight drugs, 
which he did a fine job of—and to help us 
organize the Homeland Security Department 
so we can better protect you. 

I like the fact that Asa is running on a 
good platform. See, when I was running for 
Governor of Texas, I said, ‘‘Education is to 
a State what national defense is to the Fed-
eral Government.’’ That’s what Asa thinks. 
The top priority of your government is to 
make sure every single child gets a good edu-
cation. He also understands, you need a Gov-
ernor who is going to be strong about eradi-
cating methamphetamines. You need a Gov-
ernor who is going to help small businesses 
flourish. You need a Governor that’s going 
to keep your taxes low. And that Governor 
is Asa Hutchinson. 

I’m sure glad to be here with John and 
Cathy. I appreciate them being up here on 
the stage. I appreciate your service. Boozman 
is well-respected in Washington. People like 
him up there because they understand he’s 
consistent, and he tells everybody where he 
stands. And the most important thing he tells 
me is, ‘‘You make sure you remember north-
west Arkansas, Mr. President.’’ 

I want to thank State Senator Jim Holt, 
who’s the candidate for Lieutenant Gov-
ernor, joining us today. Johnny Key is with 
us; he’s the minority leader of the Arkansas 
House of Representatives. Johnny, thanks for 
being here. I want to thank—welcome Gun-
ner DeLay, running for attorney general. 
Gunner, you’re just going to win on your first 
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name alone. [Laughter] I want to thank Jim 
Lagrone, who’s running for the secretary of 
state. Chris Morris is running for treasurer. 

I want to thank all the grassroots activists 
who are here. I want to thank you for what 
you’re going to do here over the next 24 
hours. I appreciate the members of the Shi-
loh Christian Saints Band that’s been with 
us. I want to thank the Pine Bluff Drum Line 
that’s with us. I don’t know if you noticed, 
but I had quite a step coming in from Air 
Force One, thanks to you all. I want to thank 
everybody else who’s performed here. But 
I want to really thank you all. Laura and I 
are so pleased you came out. 

See, this election is coming soon, but 
you’ve probably been reading about the fact 
that some of the prognosticators have already 
decided the outcome of the election. 

Audience members. Boo-o-o! 
The President. That’s not the first time 

that’s ever happened. [Laughter] Oh, you 
might remember 2004. As a matter of fact, 
some of them had already started to pick out 
their offices in the West Wing in 2004. 
[Laughter] But then the people of Arkansas 
voted, and people voted all around the coun-
try, and the movers were not needed. Same 
thing is going to happen this year. They can 
prognosticate all they want; then the people 
get to decide. And the people of Arkansas 
are going to send John back to Congress and 
Asa to the statehouse, and we’re going to 
control the House and the Senate. 

And there’s a reason why. Over the past 
5 years, we have accomplished great things 
together. We’ve taken the economy from re-
cession to one that is strong and growing. 
We have risen to the test of September the 
11th, and have taken the fight to the terror-
ists all around the world. In other words, 
we’ve led. We’ve done what the people ex-
pected us to do. There’s another reason we’re 
going to win—is because we understand the 
values and the principles of the American 
people. We don’t need polls and focus groups 
to tell us where we stand. Our principles are 
the principles of the majority of the people 
in this country. We’re going to win this elec-
tion because we’re right on the big issues. 

You know, I knew we were going to finish 
strong. I knew that we were going to come 
roaring into election day, because we got the 

right position on taxes, and we got the right 
position on what it takes to protect you from 
attack. 

Let me first start talking about taxes. It’s 
a big issue in this campaign. We believe that 
you can spend your money better than the 
Federal Government can spend your money. 
We believe when you have more of your own 
money in your pocket to save, spend, or in-
vest, the economy benefits. The Democrats 
believe they can spend your money better 
than you can, and that’s why they want more 
of it. 

Audience members. Boo-o-o! 
The President. We have a philosophy, but 

you’ll be happy to hear we did more than 
philosophize. [Laughter] We acted. I signed 
the largest tax cut since Ronald Reagan was 
President of the United States. 

Oh, you might remember the debate in 
Washington when the Democrats said the tax 
cuts aren’t going to cause any people to find 
jobs; the tax cuts aren’t going to help wages; 
and the tax cuts will cause the deficit to ex-
plode. Well, when you’re out rounding up 
the people to vote, remind them of the facts. 
Our economy is strong, and it’s getting bet-
ter. We found out last week that the national 
unemployment rate is 4.4 percent. These tax 
cuts are working. Real wages are on the rise, 
and we cut the deficit in half 3 years ahead 
of schedule. 

Whether it’s here in Arkansas or around 
the country, there’s a difference in this cam-
paign about taxes. And one of the interesting 
things about these national Democrats is 
they’re not going to tell you that they’re going 
to raise your taxes. Let me just give you one 
example of what I’m talking about. They 
asked the lady who thinks she’s going to be 
the Speaker—but she’s not—about tax cuts. 
And she said on TV, ‘‘We love tax cuts.’’ Well, 
given her record, she must be a secret ad-
mirer—because when it came time to reduce 
the marriage penalty or cut taxes on small 
businesses, when it came time to lower taxes 
on families with children, when it came time 
to reducing taxes on capital gains and divi-
dends, and when it came time to getting rid 
of the death tax, she and her party voted no. 

Audience members. Boo-o-o! 
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The President. If that is their definition 
of love—[laughter]—I’d sure hate to see 
what hate looks like. [Laughter] 

Now here’s the problem we’ve got if the 
tax cuts we passed are allowed to expire or 
are not made permanent—you’re paying 
more taxes, see. Now, they’re going to go 
around the country, and they say, ‘‘Oh, we’re 
just going to let the tax cuts expire.’’ That 
means your taxes are going up. Don’t take 
my word for it. Take the word of the person 
who thinks he is going to be the head of the 
Ways and Means Committee—which he’s 
not. [Laughter] And so they asked him, 
‘‘Could you think of any of the tax cuts that 
you would extend,’’ in other words, keep in 
place—he said, ‘‘I can’t think of a one.’’ 

Well, let me give you an example of what 
that means for you. Anybody here got four 
kids, three kids? You got four? Four. Three, 
okay. [Applause] Shhh. All right, wait, wait. 
[Laughter] I don’t know why I asked that? 
[Laughter] Oh, I know why I asked it. When 
you’re at dinner tonight—and, say, you got 
four kids—if the tax cuts are not extended, 
the child tax credit goes from $1,000 per 
child to 500, see. And so then you can start 
counting heads to determine how much the 
Democrats are going to raise your taxes. If 
you’ve got four children, at dinner, you can 
just go, one child, two, three, four, times 500. 
That’s a $2,000 tax increase. Now that may 
not seem like a lot to the Democrats in Wash-
ington, but it seems like a lot to me, to Asa, 
and to John. And that’s why you need to vote 
Republican to keep your taxes low. And we’re 
closing strong in this election because the 
American people have finally figured out our 
tax cuts work, and the Democrats are going 
to raise your taxes. 

This election is taking place at a historic 
time for our country. And when our children 
look back at this period, they’re going to have 
one question: Did we do everything in our 
power to protect America and win the war 
on terror? That’s the fundamental question 
facing this country, and it’s a fundamental 
question in this campaign. I wish I could re-
port to you here in northwest Arkansas that 
we were not at war, but we are. And we’re 
at war because of what we believe and what 
the enemy believes. And we’re at war be-
cause we stand in the way of their ambitions 

to spread their ideology throughout the 
world. 

Their ideology is the exact opposite of 
what we believe. We believe in the right for 
people to worship freely. We believe in the 
right for people to dissent. We believe in the 
right for people to participate in politics. We 
believe in government of, by, and for the 
people. They don’t. There is—these are cold-
blooded killers. You cannot negotiate with 
them. You cannot hope for the best. Therapy 
won’t work. The best way to protect you is 
to defeat them overseas so we do not have 
to face them here at home. 

And so that is part of our strategy. And 
the other part of our strategy is to protect 
this homeland. I’ve told you Asa was a part 
of an important reorganization to make sure 
that we can respond better. Right after Sep-
tember the 11th, I analyzed the laws to deter-
mine whether or not our professionals had 
what they need to protect you. And let me 
talk about three examples. First, there was 
a wall that prevented the intelligence folks 
from sharing information with law enforce-
ment. It doesn’t make any sense. I under-
stand that, but, nevertheless, that was reality. 
You can’t protect you if our folks who know 
what the enemy may be doing can’t tell the 
folks on the frontline of protecting you—with 
that information. And so I said to Congress, 
‘‘Pass the PATRIOT Act, to make sure that 
we can share information across jurisdictions 
within government.’’ And they passed the 
PATRIOT Act. But I want you to remember, 
when this important piece of legislation— 
legislation necessary to protect the American 
people—came up for reauthorization in the 
United States House and in the United States 
Senate, the vast majority of Democrats voted 
no. 

Audience members. Boo-o-o! 
The President. You see, there’s a different 

mindset in Washington, DC. They must 
think it—one, we’re not at war, or it’s okay 
to respond after we’re attacked. Our view is, 
let’s make sure we’re not attacked in the first 
place. 

I believe if Al Qaida or an Al Qaida affiliate 
is making a phone call into the United States 
of America from outside our country, we bet-
ter understand why. We better make sure 
that we understand the intentions of the 
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enemy. When this piece of legislation came 
up on the floor of the House of Representa-
tives—the terrorist surveillance program, it’s 
called—the vast majority of Democrats voted 
no. 

Audience members. Boo-o-o! 
The President. Your Congressman voted 

yes. We picked up Khalid Sheikh Moham-
med—if you haven’t heard that name, he’s 
the person our intelligence officers believe 
masterminded the September the 11th at-
tacks. And my attitude is, in order to protect 
you, we’ve got to be in a position to question 
him. And so I authorized the Central Intel-
ligence Agency, the professionals in the Cen-
tral Intelligence Agency, to question Khalid 
Sheikh Mohammed. I’ll tell you why. If he 
knew about one attack, it’s conceivable he 
might know about another attack. 

And so when it came time to vote on this 
valuable program that has prevented attacks 
on the homeland, the vast majority of Demo-
crats voted no. And so when people go to 
the polls, they have got to understand that 
we’re at war, and if you want to make sure 
our professionals have the tools necessary to 
do our most important job, which is to pro-
tect the American people, you need to vote 
Republican. 

This is a global war fought on a variety 
of fronts. Where we find the enemy, we will 
confront them. One of the lessons of Sep-
tember the 11th is that when this Nation sees 
a threat, it must take those threats seriously 
before they come home to hurt us. I saw a 
threat in Saddam Hussein; the United States 
Congress—people in both parties—saw the 
same threat; the United Nations saw the 
threat. The decision I made to get rid of Sad-
dam Hussein was the right decision, and the 
world is better off for it. 

On Sunday we witnessed a landmark event 
in the history of Iraq: Saddam Hussein was 
convicted of heinous crimes on his people. 
This is a country which is going from the 
rule of a tyrant to rule of law, and we con-
gratulate the Iraqi people. And as we do, we 
remember that this never would have hap-
pened without the sacrifices of the United 
States military. 

And Iraq is the central front in this war 
to protect you. Oh, I’ve heard them in Wash-
ington. I know you have as well. They say, 

‘‘Well, Iraq is just a distraction; Iraq is not 
a part of the war.’’ Well, I don’t believe that; 
our troops don’t believe that; and Usama bin 
Laden doesn’t believe that. [Laughter] He 
has called the fight in Iraq the third world 
war. He has said that victory for the terrorists 
in Iraq will mean America’s defeat and dis-
grace forever. We need to take his words se-
riously. It doesn’t matter what party you’re 
in; you need to listen to the enemy. 

There’s people in Washington who believe 
that when we fight for Iraqi democracy and 
when we fight to adhere to the policy, ‘‘defeat 
them there so we don’t have to face them 
here,’’ it creates terrorists. In other words, 
it makes the world more dangerous. But I 
want to remind you that the reason we’re 
at war with the terrorists is not because of 
Iraq. See, we weren’t in Iraq when they 
bombed the World Trade Center in 1993. 
We weren’t in Iraq when they bombed our 
Embassies in Kenya and Tanzania. We 
weren’t in Iraq when they bombed the USS 
Cole. And we were not in Iraq on September 
the 11th, 2001, when they killed nearly 3,000 
of our citizens. 

They just think different; the Democrats 
have a different view of the world. It’s an 
important part of this election. I’m going to 
remind our citizens, you do not create terror-
ists by fighting the terrorists. The best way 
to protect this country is to stay on the of-
fense and bring them to justice before they 
can hurt us again. 

Our goal in Iraq is victory, and victory 
means a country which can govern itself, sus-
tain itself, and defend itself and be an ally 
in the war on terror. And it’s hard work. It 
is really hard work because the enemy under-
stands the stakes of a democracy in the midst 
of a region that desires for liberty. They un-
derstand that success in Iraq will be a major 
blow to their desires. They also are willing 
to use weapons that disturb the American 
people, and those weapons kill innocent men, 
women, and children. And the reason they 
do so is they have no conscience, and they 
are convinced it’s just a matter of time before 
the United States loses its will. 

What they don’t understand is—they don’t 
understand this administration; they don’t 
understand the American people. We’re not 
going to run from thugs and assassins. We’ve 
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got a strategy for victory where the goal is 
the same, but the tactics constantly change. 
I have told our commanders, whatever it 
takes to get the job done you can have from 
Washington, DC. Our tactics are flexible. 
We’ve got great assets at our disposal, start-
ing with the finest United States military ever 
assembled. 

And Boozman and I understand this fact: 
When you have anybody in harm’s way rep-
resenting the United States of America, our 
Government must give them everything they 
need in order to get the job done. And I’d 
like to share one other thought with you. 
Whether or not you agreed with my decision 
or not to remove Saddam Hussein, you owe 
it to support our troops. 

We got something else going for us, and 
those are Iraqis that want to live in a free 
society. These folks are suffering unspeak-
able violence, yet they are determined to set 
up a government that will reflect the will of 
the nearly 12 million people who voted. Let 
me say something. I was pleased by the vote, 
but I wasn’t surprised. I’ll tell you why I 
wasn’t surprised. I believe that an Almighty’s 
gift to each man, woman, and child is the 
desire to be free. I believe in the universality 
of freedom. And so we’ll help this Govern-
ment unify the country; we’ll help their econ-
omy grow; and we will train Iraqis so they 
can take the fight to defend their country. 

I want you to know that if you have a loved 
one in harm’s way, that I wouldn’t have your 
son or daughter there if I didn’t believe the 
cause was noble and just and if I didn’t be-
lieve we could win. As a matter of fact, the 
only way we cannot win is if we leave before 
the job is done. 

This is a serious issue, and yet if you listen 
to the debate, if you listen for the plan of 
the Democrats, they don’t have one. It’s the 
central front in the war on terror, and they 
have yet to describe to the American people 
what they intend to do. Oh, they’re beginning 
to give us glimpses. Some of them have said, 
‘‘Just get out now.’’ Others have said, ‘‘Let’s 
just set a date, and then get out before the 
job is done.’’ One of the leaders in the House, 
one of the Democrat leaders, said, ‘‘Why 
don’t we move our troops to an island 5,000 
miles away?’’ Nineteen of them up there, of 
the Democrats, introduced legislation that 

would cut off the funds for their troops. They 
don’t have a plan, but they have—they’re 
united on principle, and that is, get out be-
fore the job is done. 

No, I’m not saying these folks are unpatri-
otic; I’m just saying they’re wrong. You can’t 
win a war unless you’re willing to fight the 
war. They’ve taken a calculated gamble. They 
believe the only way they can win this elec-
tion is to criticize and not offer a plan. You 
know, there’s 24 hours left; they still have 
an opportunity to step up and tell the Amer-
ican people what they intend to do to prevail 
in this war against these terrorists. 

If you happen to run into a Democrat can-
didate, you might ask him these questions. 
If they say they want to protect the homeland 
but oppose the PATRIOT Act, just ask them 
this question: What’s your plan? If they say 
they want to uncover terrorist plots but op-
pose listening in on the terrorist conversa-
tion, ask them this question: What’s your 
plan? If they say they want to stop new at-
tacks on our country but oppose letting the 
CIA detain and question the terrorists who 
might know about those plots, ask them this 
question: What’s your plan? 

Audience members. What’s your plan? 
The President. Yes. If they say they want 

to win the war on terror but call for America 
to pull out from what Al Qaida says is the 
central front in this war on terror, ask them 
a simple question—— 

Audience members. What’s your plan? 
The President. They can’t answer it. 

Harsh criticism is not a plan for victory. Sec-
ond-guessing is not a strategy. We have a 
plan for victory. We’ve got a strategy to win. 
And part of that is to elect Republicans to 
the Congress and to the Senate. 

Retreat from Iraq before the job is done 
would embolden the enemy and make this 
country less secure. In this war, if we were 
to leave before the job is done, the enemy 
would follow us here. These radicals and ex-
tremists would be able to recruit better. Just 
imagine their propaganda, when they say, 
‘‘We caused the mighty United States to re-
treat.’’ It would dash the hopes of millions 
of people in the Middle East who want to 
live a peaceful life. If we were to leave before 
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the job is done, it would dishonor the sac-
rifice of the men and women who have worn 
our uniform. 

This issue on the war on terror—this issue 
about Iraq is a vital issue. And the victory 
there or retreat from Iraq, would be felt for 
generations. And that’s why we want to make 
sure that we understand that we’re not only 
talking about this generation but generations 
of Americans coming up. And I’ll tell you 
why. The enemy has made it abundantly 
clear that they want us to retreat so they can 
have, one, safe haven from which to launch 
further attacks—safe havens similar to that 
safe haven they had in Afghanistan. Secondly, 
they want us to retreat so they can topple 
moderate governments. They want to be able 
to spread their ideology as far and wide as 
possible, and they understand our presence 
prevents them from doing so. Thirdly, they 
would like to control energy resources. 

Imagine a world in which these extremists 
and radicals, bound together by a hateful ide-
ology, was able to say to the West, to the 
United States, for example, ‘‘If you do not 
abandon your alliances, if you do not with-
draw, we will run the price of oil up to the 
point that it chokes your economy.’’ You can 
imagine somebody saying, ‘‘Abandon Israel, 
or we will bring you to your knees,’’ or, ‘‘Get 
out of our way, or we’ll bring you to your 
knees.’’ And couple that with a country which 
doesn’t like us with a nuclear weapon, and 
people will look back at this period of time, 
and say, ‘‘What happened to them in 2006? 
How come they couldn’t see the danger? 
What clouded their vision?’’ Well, I want you 
to know I clearly see the danger. That is why 
we will fight in Iraq and win in Iraq. 

I want to share a story with you about the 
power of liberty. Recently Laura and I had 
the honor of taking our friend the former 
Prime Minister—he was the sitting Prime 
Minister at the time—of Japan—to Elvis’s 
place. They said, ‘‘Why did you go?’’ Well, 
we hadn’t been on a vacation lately. [Laugh-
ter] We also went because Prime Minister 
Koizumi liked Elvis. But I also wanted to tell 
a story, a tale about history and the power 
of liberty. 

Right after the Japanese attacked Pearl 
Harbor, thousands and thousands of our citi-
zens—I’m sure your relatives—volunteered 

to fight the enemy. See, Japan was the sworn 
enemy of the United States, and we fought 
them in a bloody war, and thousands lost 
their lives. And here I am on Air Force One 
with the Prime Minister of the former enemy 
talking about the peace. See, we were talking 
about how do we make sure the Korean Pe-
ninsula doesn’t have a nuclear weapon. We 
were talking about the fact that Japan had 
1,000 troops in Iraq, helping this young de-
mocracy. The Prime Minister knows what I 
know—in this ideological struggle, with ex-
tremism on one hand and reasonable folks 
on the other, any time you can help a young 
democracy survive, you’re making the world 
more peaceful. You’re marginalizing the ex-
tremists. 

We talked about this concept that whom 
much is given, much is required—that’s what 
I believe. And we talked about how we can 
work together, for example, to get rid of the 
pandemic of HIV/AIDS on the continent of 
Africa. In other words, we were talking about 
our duties as responsible citizens of the world 
to lay the foundation for peace. Isn’t it inter-
esting? My dad fought the Japanese and his 
son is sitting down talking about the peace 
with the Prime Minister of the very same 
country. What happened was, Japan adopted 
a Japanese-style democracy. 

The lesson is that liberty has got the capac-
ity to change an enemy into an ally. And lib-
erty has got the capacity to change a region 
of resentment, a region that needs hope, into 
a place where people can realize the benefits 
of a rational life, where people can realize 
the benefits of a free society. Someday, 
American Presidents will be sitting down 
with elected leaders from the Middle East 
talking about keeping the peace, and a gen-
eration of Americans will be better off for 
it. 

And these are the stakes in this election. 
And I thank you for your interest. I ask you 
to go forth and find fellow Republicans, dis-
cerning Democrats, and openminded inde-
pendents, and convince them, if you want 
a good Governor, vote for Asa Hutchinson. 
Remind them that if they want more money 
in their pocket, remind them if they want 
government that trusts you to make the right 
decisions with your money, you vote Repub-
lican. And remind them—remind them that 
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we’re in a tough fight against an enemy that 
wants to do us harm. And if you want govern-
ment that responds with all assets, a govern-
ment that will do everything in our capability 
to protect you and, at the same time, lay the 
foundation for peace for generations to 
come, vote Republican. 

Thanks for coming. God bless you, and 
God bless America. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 4:23 p.m. at the 
Northwest Arkansas Regional Airport. In his re-
marks, he referred to Cathy Boozman, wife of 
Representative John Boozman; Usama bin Laden, 
leader of the Al Qaida terrorist organization; and 
former Prime Minister Junichiro Koizumi of 
Japan. 

Remarks at a Perry for Governor 
2006 Rally in Dallas, Texas 

November 6, 2006 

The President. Thank you all very much. 
Rick, thanks for the kind introduction. Let 
me put it to you this way: Everything I 
learned, I learned right here in Texas. All 
I’ve tried to do in Washington is what you 
expected me to do when I was your Gov-
ernor—speak plainly, make decisions based 
upon principles, and stand strong with Texas 
values. 

And that is exactly what Rick Perry has 
done. I’m proud to be here with him. You 
know, one of the great comforts that I had 
when I left the State to head up to Wash-
ington was knowing that Rick Perry was 
going to be the Governor. He’s optimistic. 
He’s done in office what he said he would 
do, and he’s got a record. He’s got a strong 
record to run on: Taxes are low, budgets are 
down, surpluses aplenty, fix the school fund-
ing issue. People are working here in the 
State of Texas. He passed tort reform. Rick 
Perry has got a record and deserves to be 
reelected Governor of Texas. 

Laura and I are honored to be with the 
Perrys. You know, we’ve had quite a week— 
well, quite a couple of days. First, we had 
Laura’s birthday. I’m not going to tell you 
how old she is, but we were born the same 
year. [Laughter] And 60 ain’t all that bad. 
[Laughter] Then we had our 29th wedding 

anniversary. And Tuesday is going to be a 
great victory for Republicans here in Texas. 

I appreciate Anita Perry, one of the fine 
first ladies in our State’s history. 

I’m proud to be here with the Lieutenant 
Governor, David Dewhurst. He deserves to 
be reelected. He’s working on safe schools; 
he worked with the Governor to do some-
thing about school funding. He’s got a strong, 
solid record to run on, and when you get 
in there to vote for Rick, make sure you vote 
for Dewhurst as well. 

I appreciate very much that the chairman 
of the Railroad Commission is with us, Eliza-
beth Ames Jones. A lot of people around the 
country think the Railroad Commission has 
a lot to do with railroads. [Laughter] The 
Railroad Commission has got a lot to do with 
whether or not this State has got wealth to 
invest in our schools. And I appreciate her 
leadership, and I appreciate the leadership 
of my friend, Commissioner Michael Wil-
liams, who is with us. The speaker of the 
house from Midland, Texas, Tommy 
Craddick—thanks for coming, Tommy. 

Rick Perry knows what I know, that we 
need judges who strictly interpret the law 
and not try to write law from the bench. I 
named two fantastic judges for the Supreme 
Court, Sam Alito and John Roberts. Rick 
Perry understands that, and we’ve got three 
important Supreme Court nominees with us 
today—actually sitting on the bench: Justice 
Don Willett, Justice David Medina, and Jus-
tice Dale Wainwright. 

I appreciate the Members of the United 
States Congress who are here: Michael Bur-
gess, Jeb Hensarling, and Michael Conaway. 
Thanks for coming. 

But most of all, thank you all for being 
here. It warms our heart to be with our fellow 
Texans. I must say, I miss it, living here in 
this State. But I want you to know, for the 
next 21⁄4 years, I’m going to sprint as hard 
as I can to make this country as great as it 
can be. 

We’re in the home stretch of this cam-
paign, and you all will play an important part 
of making sure that our fellow citizens get 
to the polls. When you send them to the 
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polls, don’t overlook those discerning Demo-
crats and wise independents, by the way, be-
cause we’ve got a philosophy that’s best for 
this country and for this State. 

Laura and I have been traveling quite a 
bit, and we’re enthused by the enthusiasm 
we see. We’re closing strong because we’re 
right on the issues. I understand you got the 
largest phonebank in the country here in 
Texas. That’s what I expect. I thank you for 
manning it. My encouragement to you is to 
go out and keep dialing and get people to 
the polls. Send Rick Perry back to the Gov-
ernor’s office, and the State will be better 
off for it. 

Oh, there’s a lot of issues we differ on with 
the Democrats. I want to talk about two of 
them today. First is taxes. And there are big 
differences. We have a clear philosophy. We 
think you can spend your money better than 
the Government can. We believe that when 
you have more money in your pocket to save, 
invest, or spend, the entire economy benefits. 
Democrats believe they can spend your 
money better than you can. That’s why they 
want more of it. 

Audience members. Boo-o-o! 
The President. But you didn’t elect us just 

to be philosophers. You elected us to get 
things done. Republicans have acted on that 
philosophy. We delivered the largest tax cut 
since Ronald Reagan was the President. You 
should have heard the debate. Democrats 
said the tax cuts wouldn’t create jobs; it 
wouldn’t increase wages; and it would cause 
the Federal deficit to explode. Well, the facts 
are in. The tax cuts have led to a strong and 
growing economy. The unemployment rate 
has dropped to 4.4 percent. People are work-
ing here in Texas, and they’re working 
around the country. Over the last 3 months, 
we added 480,000 new jobs. Real wages are 
on the rise, and we cut the deficit in half 
3 years ahead of schedule. The tax cuts 
worked. 

Taxes are an issue in this campaign. See, 
I’m convinced that your taxes go up when 
Democrats win. Now I know they don’t want 
you to know about it. Back in Washington, 
the Democrats will tell you, ‘‘We love tax 
cuts.’’ But given their record, they must be 
secret admirers. They voted against reducing 
the marriage penalty, voted against cutting 

taxes on small businesses, voted against low-
ering taxes for families with children, voted 
against reducing taxes on capital gains and 
dividends, and voted against putting the 
death tax on the road to extinction. If that’s 
their definition for love, I’d sure hate to see 
what hate looks like. 

Here’s how it’s going to work. Unless these 
tax cuts are extended or made permanent, 
your taxes go up. And the Democrat leaders 
have laid out their position. They asked them 
about whether or not the tax cuts ought to 
be extended, and they said they can’t think 
of one of them, see. So all they got to say 
is, ‘‘Well, we’re just not going to extend the 
tax cuts.’’ Really what they’re saying is they’re 
going to raise your taxes. And I want you 
to think about what that means. For example, 
if the child tax credit is not extended or made 
permanent, your taxes are going to go up if 
you have children. 

So, for example, anybody got four kids, 
here? Nelson has got five. Senator Nelson 
has got five children. So when you’re having 
dinner this evening, Senator, and you’re sit-
ting around the table, just count those 
heads—1 child, 2, 3, 4, 5—and multiply by 
500—see, the tax credit goes from 1,000 to 
$500 a child if the tax cuts are not extended. 
So you can just multiply 500 by 5—that’s 
$2,500. That may not sound like a lot of 
money to people in Washington. But Rick 
Perry knows it’s a lot of money, and I know 
it’s a lot of money, and that’s why we’re going 
to work to keep your taxes low. 

This election is taking place in an historic 
time for our country. And when our children 
and grandchildren look back on this period, 
one question will overwhelm all the rest: Did 
we do everything in our power to fight and 
win the war on terror? I wish I could report 
to you that we’re not at war, but we are. We 
face a brutal enemy. They’re bound by an 
ideology that’s the opposite of our ideology. 
We believe in basic freedoms, and they don’t. 
They also have designs to spread their ide-
ology to the far corners of the world if they’re 
able, and they understand we stand in the 
way of that. And that’s why they still want 
to inflict harm on us. 

I want to tell you something about these 
folks. You cannot negotiate with them; you 
can’t hope for the best with them. The best 
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way to protect this country is to stay on the 
offense and bring them to justice so they 
don’t hurt us. 

That is part of our strategy. The other part 
of our strategy is to protect you here at home. 
See, that’s our most important job. Those of 
us who are honored to serve you have got 
a vital job, and that is to protect you from 
further attack. And so when I—after Sep-
tember the 11th, I reviewed the tools to see 
whether or not our folks had the tools nec-
essary to guard you. Let me talk about three 
items. It will give you a sense about how peo-
ple are thinking in Washington, and thinking 
around the country, by the way. 

First is, there was a wall that prevented 
our intelligence folks from sharing informa-
tion with law enforcement. Now I know that 
doesn’t make any sense to you, but that’s 
what happened. See, in this new kind of war, 
we can’t protect you unless the intelligence 
folks whose job it is to figure out the designs 
and thinking of the enemy can share the in-
formation they have with the people whose 
job it is to stop the attacks. It’s called the 
PATRIOT Act. It’s a vital piece of legislation. 
It’s a vital piece of legislation, but when it 
came up for reauthorization, the vast major-
ity of Democrats voted against it. 

Audience members. Boo-o-o! 
The President. There’s just a different 

mindset. See, they must not think we’re at 
war, or they must think it’s okay to respond 
after we’re attacked. Our view is, let’s re-
spond before we’re attacked. Let’s prevent 
the attack from happening in the first place. 
If the most important job of the Government 
is to protect you, I thought it was vital to 
listen to Al Qaida or Al Qaida affiliates mak-
ing phone calls from outside the United 
States to inside the United States. The reason 
why we did that is because we’ve got to un-
derstand what the enemy is thinking in this 
new kind of war. When the terrorist surveil-
lance program was brought to a vote on the 
floor of the House of Representatives, the 
vast majority of Democrats voted against it. 

Audience members. Boo-o-o! 
The President. When we pick somebody 

up on the battlefield, we’ve got to be in a 
position to detain and question those folks. 
And let me give you an example why. We 
picked up Khalid Sheikh Mohammed—in 

case you haven’t heard of him, he’s the per-
son our intelligence officers think master-
minded the September the 11th attacks. So 
my attitude was, if he knew about one attack, 
he might know about another attack. And 
therefore, we’ve got to question Khalid 
Sheikh Mohammed in order to protect you. 
This bill came up for a vote in the House 
and the Senate; the vast majority of Demo-
crats voted against it. 

Audience members. Boo-o-o! 
The President. It is important that our 

professionals have the tools necessary to pro-
tect you, and I vow that so long as I’m the 
President, we’ll give them those tools. 

This is a global war we’re fighting, and 
we’re facing the enemy on a multiple of 
fronts. One of the lessons of September the 
11th is, when we see a threat, the United 
States must take those threats seriously, be-
fore they come home to hurt us. And it’s a 
lesson all Presidents must remember. I saw 
a threat in Saddam Hussein; Members of the 
United States Congress in both political par-
ties saw the same threat; the United Nations 
saw the same threat. My decision to remove 
Saddam Hussein was the right decision. 

And on Sunday, we witnessed a landmark 
event in the history of Iraq. Saddam Hussein 
was convicted. You’re watching a country 
evolve from the rule of a tyrant to the rule 
of law. And we congratulate the Iraqi people. 
But I also want to remind our fellow citizens 
the reason this verdict was able to happen 
in the first place was because of the skill and 
the sacrifice of the United States military. 

And now Iraq is a central front in this war 
on terror. You know it’s—I hear all the talk 
out of Washington where the skeptics say, 
‘‘Well, Iraq is a diversion from the war on 
terror,’’ or, ‘‘Iraq isn’t that vital to the war 
on terror.’’ I don’t think it’s true; our troops 
do not think it’s true; and Usama bin Laden 
doesn’t think it’s true. He has said the fight 
in Iraq is the third world war. He has said 
that victory for the terrorists in Iraq will 
mean America’s defeat and disgrace forever. 

Audience members. Boo-o-o! 
The President. There’s a different 

mindset—there’s a different mindset that 
you just got to know about. See, people have 
claimed that fighting the terrorists in Iraq 
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creates terrorists. I disagree. Fighting the ter-
rorists in Iraq is not the reason why the ter-
rorists are fighting us. We weren’t in Iraq 
in 1993 when they bombed the World Trade 
Center. We weren’t in Iraq when they 
bombed our Embassies in Kenya and Tan-
zania. We were not in Iraq when they 
bombed the USS Cole. And we were not in 
Iraq on September the 11th, 2001. You do 
not create terrorists by fighting the terrorists. 
The best way to protect this country is to 
find the enemy overseas and defeat them 
there so we don’t have to face them here 
at home. 

Our goal in Iraq is victory. And victory 
means a country which can govern itself, sus-
tain itself, defend itself, and be an ally in 
the war against these extremists and killers. 
And we’re on our way to victory, but it’s a 
tough fight, and I know it’s a tough fight, 
and so do you. We face a brutal enemy that 
is willing to kill innocent men, women, and 
children in order to achieve their objective. 
And one of their objectives is to cause us 
to leave Iraq. They don’t believe we have the 
stomach for the fight. They believe that these 
images of carnage on our TV screens will 
weaken our resolve. They don’t understand 
this administration, nor do they understand 
millions of our fellow citizens. We’re not 
going to run from thugs and assassins. 

We have a plan to defeat them. I talk to 
our commanders on the ground all the time. 
We give them whatever they need to achieve 
our objective, and we make sure our tactics 
are constantly adjusting to those of the 
enemy. So, not only do we have a good plan, 
we’ve also got unbelievable people carrying 
out that plan. We’ve got the greatest military 
ever. And Rick Perry, who has worn the uni-
form, knows what I know, that any time we 
have an American troop in harm’s way, he 
or she deserves all the support, all the help 
necessary to do the jobs I’ve asked them to 
do. 

And we’ve got something else going for 
us in this vital part of the war on terror, and 
that is the Iraqi citizens themselves. They’ve 
suffered unspeakable violence, yet they’re 
still committed to a government of, by, and 
for the people. When the nearly 12 million 
Iraqis voted, I was pleased, but I was not 
surprised. And the reason I wasn’t surprised 

is because I believe a gift from the Almighty 
to each man, woman, and child is the desire 
to be free. I believe in the universality of 
freedom. I don’t believe freedom is Amer-
ica’s gift to the world; I believe it is universal. 
And it doesn’t surprise me when people de-
mand to be free. 

It’s hard work for Iraq to have a govern-
ment that can defend and govern itself, but 
we’re on our way. We’ve got a political plan 
to help them. Their economy will get help 
to improve, and we’ll continue to train the 
Iraqis so they can take the fight to the few 
who want to stop the dreams of the many. 
And we will succeed. I want you to know 
this: If I didn’t believe the cause was noble 
and just and if I didn’t believe we can achieve 
our objective, I wouldn’t have our troops 
there. 

We’re going to succeed, unless we leave 
before the job is done. And this is an impor-
tant issue for our citizens around the country 
to think about. We’ve got a plan for victory. 
But if you listen to the debate about Iraq 
from the Democrats, I don’t hear their plan 
for victory. On this vital issue, they don’t have 
a plan. Oh, they’ve got some ideas. Some of 
them say, ‘‘Get out now.’’ Some of them say, 
‘‘Have a fixed date and get out even though 
the job hasn’t been done.’’ One fellow up 
there said we ought to move our troops to 
an island 5,000 miles away. No, they don’t 
have a plan, but they got a principle, and 
the principle is, get out before the job is 
done. 

Audience members. Boo-o-o! 
The President. I’m not saying these folks 

are unpatriotic; I’m saying they’re wrong. 
If you happen to bump into a Democrat, 

you might want to ask this simple question: 
What’s your plan? If they say they want to 
protect the homeland but oppose the PA-
TRIOT Act, ask them this question: What’s 
your plan? 

Audience members. What’s your plan? 
The President. If they say they want to 

uncover terrorist plots but oppose listening 
in on terrorists’ conversations, ask them this 
question: What’s your plan? 

Audience members. What’s your plan? 
The President. If they say they want to 

stop new attacks on our country but oppose 
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letting the CIA detain and question the ter-
rorists who might know about the plots, ask 
them this question—— 

Audience members. What’s your plan? 
The President. Yes. If they say they want 

to win the war on terror but call for America 
to pull out from what Al Qaida says is the 
central front in the war on terror, ask them 
a simple question. 

Audience members. What’s your plan? 
The President. I want to remind you they 

don’t have a plan. Harsh criticism is not a 
plan for victory. Second-guessing is not a 
strategy. We have a plan. Stick with us, and 
the country will be better off. 

Retreat from Iraq before the job is done 
would embolden the enemy and make this 
country less secure. In this new kind of war, 
if we leave before the job is done, the enemy 
will follow us here. Retreating from Iraq be-
fore the job is done will enable these extrem-
ists and radicals to better recruit. Imagine 
their propaganda when they tell young re-
cruits, ‘‘We have conquered the great Amer-
ica; we have forced them to leave before the 
job is done.’’ If we leave before the job is 
done, millions of people—who simply want 
to live a peaceful life in the Middle East— 
hopes will be dashed. And if we leave before 
the job is done, it would dishonor the sac-
rifice of the men and women who have worn 
the uniform of the United States. 

The consequences of retreat from Iraq will 
be felt for generations, and that’s important 
for our citizens to understand, because the 
enemy has made it clear what their ambitions 
are: One, they believe we will leave so they 
can establish safe haven from which to 
launch further attacks, safe haven like they 
had in Afghanistan, from which they 
trained—of which they launched the attacks 
after having trained thousands of killers. 

Secondly, they believe—they want us to 
leave so they can topple moderate govern-
ments. They want to spread their totalitarian 
ideology as far and wide as possible, starting 
in the Middle East. 

Thirdly, imagine a world in which they 
controlled energy resources. You can just 
imagine the demands of the radicals and ex-
tremists to the West and to the United States. 
They would say things like, ‘‘Abandon Israel; 
otherwise we’re going to run your price of 

oil up and crater your economy.’’ Or they’ll 
say, ‘‘Withdraw, so we can establish our ca-
liphate.’’ And you couple all that with—and 
a country that doesn’t like us with a nuclear 
weapon, and they will look back 30 years— 
they’ll look back and say, ‘‘What happened 
to them in 2006?’’ See, if that’s the world 
that we allow evolve, they’ll look back and 
say, ‘‘What happened to those folks? Could 
they not see the impending danger? What 
clouded their vision? What made it impos-
sible for them to see—to do their duty and 
see the threats?’’ Well, I want you to know, 
I clearly see the threat. I understand the 
stakes. That’s why we will stay in Iraq, fight 
in Iraq, and win in Iraq. 

If you got a second, I’d like to share one 
story with you. It’s a story about liberty. It 
happened recently when Laura and I took 
then Prime Minister of Japan Koizumi to 
Elvis’s place. People say, ‘‘Why did you do 
that?’’ And I said, ‘‘Well, I had never been’’— 
[laughter]—‘‘and I thought it would be fun 
to go, and so did Laura.’’ Secondly, the Prime 
Minister wanted to go because he’s an Elvis 
fan. Thirdly, I wanted to tell a story about 
the power of liberty. 

After Pearl Harbor was attacked, thou-
sands of citizens signed up to defend the 
country, one of whom was my dad—and I’m 
sure some of your relatives did the same 
thing. And we fought a bloody war against 
a sworn enemy, and thousands of people lost 
their lives in this war. And yet I’m on Air 
Force One with the Prime Minister of the 
former enemy talking about keeping the 
peace. We talked about how to prevent the 
Korean Peninsula from having a nuclear 
weapon. We talked about the fact that Japan 
had 1,000 troops in Iraq. The Prime Minister 
knows what I know, that we’re involved in 
a grand—in a great ideological struggle be-
tween extremists and reasonable people and 
that when we find young democracies, we 
have an obligation to help those democracies 
survive and thrive, for the sake of peace. We 
talked about the admonition, to whom much 
is given, much is required, and I assured him 
we’d continue to lead the fight against the 
pandemic of HIV/AIDS on the continent of 
Africa. 

I find it interesting that my dad fought the 
Japanese and I’m sitting down talking about 
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keeping the peace with the Prime Minister 
of the very same country. Something hap-
pened: Japan adopted a Japanese-style de-
mocracy. The lesson for all to hear is that 
liberty has got the capacity to change an 
enemy into an ally, and liberty has got the 
capacity to change a region of the world that 
is full of hate and resentment, a region of 
the world from which people were recruited 
to launch attacks against us to a place of 
hope. 

Someday, an American President will be 
sitting down with duly elected leaders from 
the Middle East talking about keeping the 
peace, and a generation of Americans are 
going to be better off for it. 

This is our last stop before voting, but it’s 
been a tradition in our family that we always 
end up the last stop in Texas. And there’s 
a reason why. And there’s a reason why— 
because Laura and I are inspired by our fel-
low Texans. We appreciate the prayers that 
uplift us on a daily basis. We thank you for 
your friendship. We encourage you to vote. 
Send Rick Perry back to the Governor’s of-
fice, please. 

God bless you, and may God bless Texas 
and the United States. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 7:09 p.m. at Re-
union Arena. In his remarks, he referred to Texas 
State Senator Jane Nelson; former President Sad-
dam Hussein of Iraq; Usama bin Laden, leader 
of the Al Qaida terrorist organization; and former 
Prime Minister Junichiro Koizumi of Japan. 

Remarks on Election Day in 
Crawford, Texas 
November 7, 2006 

Laura and I know it’s a privilege to be able 
to cast our vote, and I encourage all Ameri-
cans to vote today. 

We live in a free society, and our Govern-
ment is only as good as the willingness of 
our people to participate in it. And therefore, 
no matter what your party affiliation or if you 
don’t have a party affiliation, do your duty; 
cast your ballot; and let your voice be heard. 
So we thank you for being a good citizen. 
It’s good to be here voting in Texas. We’re 
going to be heading back up to Washington 
here pretty soon and watch the results. 

Appreciate it. Thank you all. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 7:10 a.m. at the 
Crawford Fire Station. The Office of the Press 
Secretary also released a Spanish language tran-
script of these remarks. 

Memorandum on Determinations 
Under Section 1106(a) of the 
Omnibus Trade and Competitiveness 
Act of 1988—Socialist Republic of 
Vietnam 
November 6, 2006 

Memorandum for the United States Trade 
Representative 

Subject: Determinations under Section 
1106(a) of the Omnibus Trade and 
Competitiveness Act of 1988—Socialist 
Republic of Vietnam 

Consistent with section 1006(a) of the Om-
nibus Trade and Competitiveness Act of 
1988 (19 U.S.C. 2905(a)) (the ‘‘Act’’), I deter-
mine that state trading enterprises account 
for a significant share of the exports of the 
Socialist Republic of Vietnam (Vietnam) and 
goods that compete with imports into Viet-
nam. I further determine that such state trad-
ing enterprises unduly burden and restrict, 
or adversely affect, the foreign trade of the 
United States or the United States economy, 
or are likely to result in such burden, restric-
tion, or effect. 

Vietnam is seeking to become a member 
of the World Trade Organization (WTO). 
The terms and conditions for Vietnam’s ac-
cession to the WTO include Vietnam’s com-
mitments that it will ensure that all state trad-
ing enterprises within the meaning of section 
1106 will make purchases not for govern-
mental use and sales in international trade 
based solely on commercial considerations 
(including price, quality, availability, market-
ability, and transportation) and that U.S. 
firms will have an adequate opportunity, in 
accordance with customary business practice, 
to compete for participation in sales to and 
purchases from these enterprises on non-
discriminatory terms and conditions. In addi-
tion, the Government of Vietnam will not in-
fluence, directly or indirectly, commercial 
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decisions on the part of state trading enter-
prises, including decisions on the quantity, 
value, or country of origin of any goods pur-
chased or sold, except in a manner consistent 
with the Marrakesh Agreement Establishing 
the World Trade Organization (WTO Agree-
ment) and the rights accorded to nongovern-
mental enterprise owners or shareholders. 

The obligations that Vietnam will assume 
under the WTO Agreement, including Viet-
nam’s protocol of accession, meet the re-
quirements of section 1106(b)(2)(A) of the 
Act (19 U.S.C. 2905(b)(2)(A)), and thus my 
determinations under section 1106(a) do not 
require invocation of the nonapplication pro-
visions of the WTO Agreement. 

You are directed to publish this memo-
randum in the Federal Register. 

George W. Bush 

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
8:45 a.m., November 9, 2006] 

NOTE: This memorandum was released by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on November 8, and 
it was published in the Federal Register on No-
vember 13. 

The President’s News Conference 
November 8, 2006 

The President. Thank you. Say, why all 
the glum faces? 

Yesterday the people went to the polls, and 
they cast their vote for a new direction in 
the House of Representatives. And while the 
ballots are still being counted in the Senate, 
it is clear the Democrat Party had a good 
night last night, and I congratulate them on 
their victories. 

This morning I spoke with Republican and 
Democrat leadership in the House and Sen-
ate. I spoke with Republican leaders, Senator 
Frist and Senator McConnell and Speaker 
Hastert and John Boehner and Roy Blunt. 
I thanked them for their hard-fought con-
tests. I appreciated the efforts they put in 
for our candidates. 

I’m obviously disappointed with the out-
come of the election, and as the head of the 
Republican Party, I share a large part of the 
responsibility. I told my party’s leaders that 
it is now our duty to put the elections behind 

us and work together with the Democrats 
and independents on the great issues facing 
this country. 

This morning I also spoke with the Demo-
crats. I spoke with Senators Reid and Dur-
bin. I congratulated them on running a 
strong campaign in the Senate, and I told 
them that, regardless of the final outcome, 
we can work together over the next 2 years. 
I also congratulated Congresswoman Pelosi 
and Congressman Hoyer. They ran a dis-
ciplined campaign. Their candidates were 
well-organized and did a superb job of turn-
ing out their vote. 

I told Congresswoman Pelosi that I look 
forward to working with her and her col-
leagues to find common ground in the next 
2 years. As the majority party in the House 
of Representatives, they recognize that in 
their new role, they now have greater respon-
sibilities. And in my first act of bipartisan out-
reach since the election, I shared with her 
the names of some Republican interior deco-
rators who can help her pick out the new 
drapes in her new offices. 

I believe that the leaders of both political 
parties must try to work through our dif-
ferences. And I believe we will be able to 
work through differences. I’ve reassured the 
House and Senate leaders that I intend to 
work with the new Congress in a bipartisan 
way to address issues confronting this coun-
try. I invited them to come to the White 
House in the coming days to discuss the im-
portant work remaining this year and to 
begin conversations about the agenda for 
next year. 

The message yesterday was clear: The 
American people want their leaders in Wash-
ington to set aside partisan differences, con-
duct ourselves in an ethical manner, and 
work together to address the challenges fac-
ing our Nation. 

We live in historic times. The challenges 
and opportunities are plain for all to see: Will 
this country continue to strengthen our econ-
omy today and over the long run? Will we 
provide a first-class education for our chil-
dren? And will we be prepared for the global 
challenges of the 21st century? Will we build 
upon the recent progress we’ve made in ad-
dressing our energy dependence by aggres-
sively pursuing new technologies to break 
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our addiction to foreign sources of energy? 
And most importantly, will this generation of 
leaders meet our obligation to protect the 
American people? 

I know there’s a lot of speculation on what 
the election means for the battle we’re wag-
ing in Iraq. I recognize that many Americans 
voted last night to register their displeasure 
with the lack of progress being made there. 
Yet I also believe most Americans and lead-
ers here in Washington from both political 
parties understand we cannot accept defeat. 

In the coming days and weeks, I and mem-
bers of my national security team will meet 
with the members of both parties to brief 
them on latest developments and listen to 
their views about the way forward. We’ll also 
provide briefings to the new Members of 
Congress so they can be fully informed as 
they prepare for their new responsibilities. 

As we work with the new leaders in Con-
gress, I’m also looking forward to hearing the 
views of the bipartisan Iraq Study Group, co-
chaired by Secretary James Baker and Con-
gressman Lee Hamilton. This group is assess-
ing the situation in Iraq and are expected 
to provide—and the group is expected to 
provide recommendations on a way forward. 
And I’m going to meet with them, I think, 
early next week. 

The election has changed many things in 
Washington, but it has not changed my fun-
damental responsibility, and that is to protect 
the American people from attack. As the 
Commander in Chief, I take these respon-
sibilities seriously. And so does the man who 
served this nation honorably for almost 6 
years as our Secretary of Defense, Donald 
Rumsfeld. Now, after a series of thoughtful 
conversations, Secretary Rumsfeld and I 
agreed that the timing is right for new leader-
ship at the Pentagon. 

Our military has experienced an enormous 
amount of change and reform during the last 
5 years while fighting the war on terror, one 
of the most consequential wars in our Na-
tion’s history. Don Rumsfeld has been a su-
perb leader during a time of change. Yet he 
also appreciates the value of bringing in a 
fresh perspective during a critical period in 
this war. Don Rumsfeld is a patriot who 
served our country with honor and distinc-
tion. He’s a trusted adviser and a friend, and 

I’m deeply grateful to his service to our coun-
try. 

I’ve asked Bob Gates to serve as the Sec-
retary of Defense. Bob is a former Director 
of the CIA and current president of Texas 
A&M University. If confirmed by the Senate, 
Bob will bring more than 25 years of national 
security experience and a stellar reputation 
as an effective leader with sound judgment. 
He’s served six Presidents from both political 
parties and rose from an entry-level em-
ployee in the CIA to become the Director 
of Central Intelligence. During his service at 
the CIA and at the National Security Coun-
cil, Bob Gates gained firsthand knowledge 
that will help him meet the challenges and 
opportunities our country faces during the 
next 2 years. He is serving as a member of 
the Baker-Hamilton Commission. He’s a 
steady, solid leader who can help make the 
necessary adjustments in our approach to 
meet our current challenges. 

I will have more to say about Secretary 
Rumsfeld and Bob Gates later today here at 
the White House. 

Amid this time of change, I have a message 
for those on the frontlines. To our enemies: 
Do not be joyful; do not confuse the workings 
of our democracy with a lack of will. Our 
Nation is committed to bringing you to jus-
tice. Liberty and democracy are the source 
of America’s strength, and liberty and de-
mocracy will lift up the hopes and desires 
of those you are trying to destroy. 

To the people of Iraq: Do not be fearful. 
As you take the difficult steps toward democ-
racy and peace, America is going to stand 
with you. We know you want a better way 
of life, and now is the time to seize it. 

To our brave men and women in uniform: 
Don’t be doubtful. America will always sup-
port you. Our Nation is blessed to have men 
and women who volunteer to serve and are 
willing to risk their own lives for the safety 
of our fellow citizens. 

When I first came to Washington nearly 
6 years ago, I was hopeful I could help 
change the tone here in the Capital. As Gov-
ernor of Texas, I had successfully worked 
with both Democrats and Republicans to 
find commonsense solutions to the problems 
facing our State. While we made some 
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progress on changing the tone, I’m dis-
appointed we haven’t made more. I’m con-
fident that we can work together. I’m con-
fident we can overcome the temptation to 
divide this country between red and blue. 
The issues before us are bigger than that, 
and we are bigger than that. By putting this 
election and partisanship behind us, we can 
launch a new era of cooperation and make 
these next 2 years productive ones for the 
American people. 

I appreciate your interest. Now, I’ll answer 
some questions. Terry [Terence Hunt, Asso-
ciated Press]. 

U.S. Armed Forces in Iraq 
Q. Thank you, Mr. President. Does the 

departure of Don Rumsfeld signal a new di-
rection in Iraq? A solid majority of Americans 
said yesterday that they wanted some Amer-
ican troops, if not all, withdrawn from Iraq. 
Did you hear that call, and will you heed 
it? 

The President. Terry, I’d like our troops 
to come home too, but I want them to come 
home with victory, and that is a country that 
can govern itself, sustain itself, and defend 
itself. And I can understand Americans say-
ing, ‘‘Come home.’’ But I don’t know if they 
said come home and leave behind an Iraq 
that could end up being a safe haven for Al 
Qaida. I don’t believe they said that. And so, 
I’m committed to victory. I’m committed to 
helping this country so that we can come 
home. 

Now, the first part about—— 
Q. A new direction. 
The President. Oh, a new direction. Well, 

there’s certainly going to be new leadership 
at the Pentagon. And as I mentioned in my 
comments, that Secretary Rumsfeld and I 
agree that sometimes it’s necessary to have 
a fresh perspective, and Bob Gates will bring 
a fresh perspective. He’ll also bring great 
managerial experience. 

And he is—I had a good talk with him on 
Sunday in Crawford. I hadn’t—it took me 
a while to be able to sit down and visit with 
him, and I did, and I found him to be of 
like mind. He understands we’re in a global 
war against these terrorists. He understands 
that defeat is not an option in Iraq. And I 

believe it’s important that there be a fresh 
perspective, and so does Secretary Rumsfeld. 

Steve [Steve Holland, Reuters]. 

Resignation of Secretary of Defense 
Rumsfeld 

Q. Thank you, Mr. President. Last week 
you told us that Secretary Rumsfeld will be 
staying on. Why is the timing right now for 
this, and how much does it have to do with 
the election results? 

The President. Right. No, you and Hunt 
and Keil [Richard Keil, Bloomberg News] 
came in the Oval Office, and Hunt asked me 
the question one week before the campaign, 
and basically it was, ‘‘Are you going to do 
something about Rumsfeld and the Vice 
President?’’ And my answer was, they’re 
going to stay on. And the reason why is, I 
didn’t want to inject a major decision about 
this war in the final days of a campaign. And 
so the only way to answer that question and 
to get you on to another question was to give 
you that answer. 

The truth of the matter is, as well—I 
mean, that’s one reason I gave the answer, 
but the other reason why is, I hadn’t had 
a chance to visit with Bob Gates yet, and 
I hadn’t had my final conversation with Don 
Rumsfeld yet at that point. 

I had been talking with Don Rumsfeld 
over a period of time about fresh perspective. 
He likes to call it fresh eyes. He himself un-
derstands that Iraq is not working well 
enough, fast enough. And he and I are con-
stantly assessing. And I’m assessing, as well, 
all the time, by myself about, do we have 
the right people in the right place or do we— 
got the right strategy? As you know, we’re 
constantly changing tactics, and that requires 
constant assessment. 

And so he and I both agreed in our meet-
ing yesterday that it was appropriate that I 
accept his resignation. And so the decision 
was made—actually, I thought we were going 
to do fine yesterday. Shows what I know. But 
I thought we were going to be fine in the 
election. My point to you is, is that, win or 
lose, Bob Gates was going to become the 
nominee. 

Let’s see here. Bret [Bret Baier, FOX 
News]. 
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Bipartisan Cooperation in Congress 
Q. Thank you, Mr. President. You said 

you’re interested in changing the tone and 
committed to changing the tone in Wash-
ington. Just a few days before this election, 
in Texas, you said that Democrats, ‘‘No mat-
ter how they put it, their approach to Iraq 
comes down to terrorists win; America loses.’’ 
What has changed today, number one? Num-
ber two, is this administration prepared to 
deal with the level of oversight and investiga-
tion that is possibly going to come from one 
chamber or two in Congress? 

The President. What’s changed today is 
the election is over, and the Democrats won. 
And now we’re going to work together for 
2 years to accomplish big objectives for the 
country. And secondly, the Democrats are 
going to have to make up their mind about 
how they’re going to conduct their affairs. 
And I haven’t had a chance to talk with the 
leadership yet about these issues, but we’ll 
begin consultations with the Democrat lead-
ership starting Thursday and Friday. 

David [David Gregory, NBC News]. 

Implications of 2006 Elections/War on 
Terror 

Q. Mr. President, thank you. You acknowl-
edged that this is a message election on the 
war in Iraq. And so the American public 
today, having voted, will want to know what 
you mean in terms of ‘‘course correction on 
Iraq.’’ And particularly in light of this fact, 
that last week the Vice President pointed out 
that you and he aren’t running for anything 
anymore, and that it’s full speed ahead on 
Iraq. So which is it? Are you listening to the 
voters, or are you listening to the Vice Presi-
dent? And what does that mean? 

The President. David, I believe Iraq had 
a lot to do with the election, but I believe 
there was other factors as well. People want 
their Congress—Congressmen to be honest 
and ethical. So in some races, that was the 
primary factor. There were different factors 
that determined the outcome of different 
races, but no question, Iraq was on people’s 
minds. And as you have just learned, I am 
making a change at the Secretary of Defense 
to bring a fresh perspective as to how to 
achieve something I think most Americans 
want, which is a victory. 

We will work with Members of Congress; 
we will work with the Baker-Hamilton Com-
mission. My point is, is that while we have 
been adjusting, we will continue to adjust to 
achieve the objective. And I believe that’s 
what the American people want. 

Somehow it seeped in their conscious that 
my attitude was just simply, stay the course. 
‘‘Stay the course’’ means, let’s get the job 
done, but it doesn’t mean staying stuck on 
a strategy or tactics that may not be working. 
So perhaps I need to do a better job of ex-
plaining that we’re constantly adjusting. And 
so there’s fresh perspective—so what the 
American people hear today is we’re con-
stantly looking for fresh perspective. 

But what’s also important for the American 
people to understand is that if we were to 
leave before the job is done, the country be-
comes more at risk. That’s what the Vice 
President was saying—he said, ‘‘If the job is 
not complete, Al Qaida will have safe haven 
from which to launch attacks.’’ These radicals 
and extremists have made it clear they want 
to topple moderate governments to spread 
their ideology. They believe that it’s just a 
matter of time before we leave so they can 
implement their strategies. We’re just not 
going to let them do that. We’re going to 
help this Government become a government 
that can defend, govern, and sustain itself, 
and an ally in the war on terror. 

Yes, sir. 
Q. The message today is not full speed 

ahead? Is that right, that it’s not—— 
The President. We’ve got another man 

with the mike, David, please. 

Robert M. Gates 
Q. Mr. President, thank you. Can I just 

start by asking you to clarify, sir, if, in your 
meeting with Steve and Terry and Dick, did 
you know at that point—— 

The President. I did not. 
Q. ——you would be making a change on 

Secretary Rumsfeld? 
The President. No, I did not. And the 

reason I didn’t know is because I hadn’t vis-
ited with his replacement—potential replace-
ment. 

Q. But you knew he would be leaving, just 
not who would replace him? 
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The President. No, I didn’t know that at 
the time. 

Q. Okay. May I ask you about Nancy 
Pelosi—— 

The President. The other thing I did 
know, as well, is that that kind of question, 
a wise question by a seasoned reporter, is 
the kind of thing that causes one to either 
inject major military decisions at the end of 
a campaign, or not. And I have made the 
decision that I wasn’t going to be talking 
about hypothetical troop levels or changes in 
command structure coming down the 
stretch. 

And I’ll tell you why I made that decision. 
I made that decision because I think it sends 
a bad signal to our troops if they think the 
Commander in Chief is constantly adjusting 
tactics and decisions based upon politics. And 
I think it’s important in a time of war that, 
to the extent possible, we leave politics out 
of the major decisions being made. And it 
was the right decision to make, by the way. 

And secondly, I hadn’t visited with Bob 
Gates. I told you I visited with him last Sun-
day in Crawford. You can’t replace somebody 
until you know you got somebody to replace 
him with. And finally, I hadn’t had my last 
conversation with Secretary Rumsfeld, which 
I had yesterday. 

Representative Nancy Pelosi 
Q. Mr. President, I’d like to ask you: 

Nancy Pelosi has been quite clear about her 
agenda for the first 100 hours. She mentions 
things like raising minimum wage, cutting in-
terest rates on student loans, broadening 
stem cell research, and rolling back tax cuts. 
Which of those can you support, sir? 

The President. I knew you’d probably try 
to get me to start negotiating with myself. 
I haven’t even visited with Congresswoman 
Pelosi yet. She’s coming to the Oval Office 
later this week; I’m going to sit down and 
talk with her. I believe on a lot of issues we 
can find common ground, and there’s a sig-
nificant difference between common ground 
and abandoning principle. She’s not going to 
abandon her principles, and I’m not going 
to abandon mine. But I do believe we have 
an opportunity to find some common ground 
to move forward on. 

In that very same interview you quoted, 
one of these three characters asked me about 
minimum wage. I said, there’s an area where 
I believe we can make some—find common 
ground. And as we do, I’ll be, of course, mak-
ing sure that our small businesses are— 
there’s compensation for the small businesses 
in the bill. 

Q. What about tax cuts? 
The President. Keil. 

Vice President Cheney 
Q. Thank you, Mr. President. In our dis-

cussion with you last week, which you’ve ref-
erenced here several times—— 

The President. Are you bringing this up 
so everybody else gets kind of jealous? 
[Laughter] 

Q. Certainly. Certainly. 
The President. Like Gregory, for exam-

ple—he wishes he were there. [Laughter] 
Q. This is a very competitive environment. 

No, but we asked you about the fate of Sec-
retary Rumsfeld and Vice President Cheney. 
Vice President Cheney, of course, has 
made—takes many of the same positions that 
Secretary Rumsfeld did on the war. Does he 
still have your complete confidence? 

The President. Yes, he does. 
Q. Do you expect him to stay—— 
The President. The campaign is over. Yes, 

he does. 
Q. And he’ll be here for the remainder 

of your term? 
The President. Yes, he will. Thank you. 
Suzanne [Suzanne Malveaux, Cable News 

Network]. 

Bipartisan Cooperation in Congress 
Q. Thank you, Mr. President. With all due 

respect, Nancy Pelosi has called you incom-
petent, a liar, the emperor with no clothes, 
and as recently as yesterday, dangerous. How 
will you work with someone who has such 
little respect for your leadership and who is 
third in line to the Presidency? 

The President. Suzanne, I’ve been around 
politics a long time; I understand when cam-
paigns end, and I know when governing be-
gins. And I am going to work with people 
of both parties. 

Look, people say unfortunate things at 
times. But if you hold grudges in this line 
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of work, you’re never going to get anything 
done. And my intention is to get some things 
done. And as I said, I’m going to start visiting 
with her on Friday, with the idea of coming 
together. 

Look, this was a close election. If you look 
at race by race, it was close. The cumulative 
effect, however, was not too close—it was 
a thumping. But nevertheless, the people ex-
pect us to work together. That’s what they 
expect. And as I said in my opening com-
ments, there comes responsibility with vic-
tory. And that’s what Nancy Pelosi told me 
this morning. She said in the phone call she 
wants to work together. And so do I. And 
so that’s how you deal with it. 

This isn’t—this isn’t my first rodeo. In 
other words, I haven’t—this is not the first 
time I’ve been in a campaign where people 
have expressed themselves, and in different 
kinds of ways. But I have learned that if you 
focus on the big picture, which, in this case, 
is our Nation and issues we need to work 
together on, you can get stuff done. For ex-
ample, the No Child Left Behind Act is going 
to come up for reauthorization. There’s an 
area where we must work together for the 
sake of our children and for the sake of a 
competitive America. And I believe we can 
get a lot done. And I know it’s the spirit of 
the new leadership to try to get a lot done, 
and I look forward to talking to them about 
it. 

Rutenberg [Jim Rutenberg, New York 
Times]. 

Implications of 2006 Elections 
Q. Thank you, Mr. President. You just de-

scribed the election results as a ‘‘thumping.’’ 
The President. I said the cumulative— 

make sure—who do you write for? 
Q. The New York Times, Mr. President. 
The President. Oh, yes, that’s right. 

[Laughter] Let’s make sure we get it—the 
facts. I said that the elections were close; the 
cumulative effect—— 

Q. Is a thumping. 
The President. ——thumping. [Laugh-

ter] 
Q. But the results—— 
The President. It’s a polite way of say-

ing—anyway, go ahead. [Laughter] 

Q. But the results are being interpreted 
as a repudiation of your leadership style in 
some quarters. I wonder what your reaction 
is to that. And do you—should we expect a 
very different White House? Should we ex-
pect a very different leadership style from 
you in these last 2 years, given that you have 
a whole new set of partners? 

The President. You know, I really 
haven’t—I’m still going to try to speak plainly 
about what I think are the important prior-
ities of the country, and winning this war on 
terror is, by far, the most important priority. 
And making sure this economy continues to 
grow is an important priority. And making 
sure our children have a good education is 
an important priority. 

Obviously, there’s a shift in the Congress 
and, therefore, in order to get legislation 
passed, we’ve got to work with the Demo-
crats. They’re the ones who will control the 
committees; they’re the ones who will decide 
how the bills flow. And so you’ll see a lot 
of meetings with Democrats and a lot of dis-
cussion with Democrats. 

And in terms of the election, no question 
Iraq had something to do with it. And it’s 
tough in a time of war when people see car-
nage on their television screens. The amazing 
thing about this election, and what surprised 
me somewhat—which goes to show I should 
not try punditry—is that this economy is 
strong. And a lot of times, off years are de-
cided by the economy. And yet, obviously 
there was a different feel out there for the 
electorate. The economy—the good news in 
the economy was overwhelmed by the tough-
ness of this fight and toughness of the war. 

And so, Jim, look, I understand people 
don’t agree—didn’t agree with some of my 
decisions. I’m going to continue making deci-
sions based upon what I think is right for 
the country. I’ve never been one to try to 
fashion the principles I believe or the deci-
sions I make based upon trying to—kind of 
short-term popularity. I do understand where 
the people—the heart of the people. I under-
stand they’re frustrated. I am too, as I said 
the other day. I wish this had gone faster. 
So does Secretary Rumsfeld. But the reality 
is, is that it’s a tough fight, and we’re going 
to win the fight. And I truly believe the only 
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way we won’t win is if we leave before the 
job is done. 

Yes, Jim. 

Bipartisan Cooperation in Congress 
Q. May I follow that, sir? 
The President. I know, terrible principle. 

I’m sorry. 
Q. Thank you, sir. 
Q. [Inaudible] 
The President. You think I’m nuts? 

[Laughter] You think my sensibility has left 
me as a result of working hard on the cam-
paign trail, Gregory? [Laughter] 

Q. But to follow, we were speaking about 
the war, and during the campaign, two very 
different viewpoints of the war came out. You 
spoke a lot, as Bret mentioned, about what 
you saw as the Democratic approach to the 
war, which you were greatly concerned 
about. Are you worried that you won’t be 
able to work with the Democrats, or do you 
feel like you have to prevail upon them your 
viewpoint? 

The President. Well, I think we’re going 
to have to work with them, but—just like I 
think we’re going to have to work with the 
Baker-Hamilton Commission. It’s very im-
portant that the people understand the con-
sequences of failure. And I have vowed to 
the country that we’re not going to fail. We’re 
not going to leave before the job is done. 
And obviously, we’ve got a lot of work to do 
with some Members of Congress. I don’t 
know how many Members of Congress said, 
‘‘Get out right now’’—I mean, the candidates 
running for Congress in the Senate. I haven’t 
seen that chart. Some of the comments I read 
where they said, ‘‘Well, look, we just need 
a different approach to make sure we suc-
ceed’’—well, you can find common ground 
there. 

See, if the goal is success, then we can 
work together. If the goal is, get out now 
regardless, then that’s going to be hard to 
work together. But I believe the Democrats 
want to work together to win this aspect of 
the war on terror. 

I’m also looking forward to working with 
them to make sure that we institutionalize, 
to the extent possible, steps necessary to 
make sure future Presidents are capable of 
waging this war. Because Iraq is a part of 

the war on terror, and it’s—I think back to 
Harry Truman and Dwight Eisenhower. I 
mean, Harry Truman began the cold war, 
and Eisenhower, obviously, from a different 
party, continued it. And I would hope that 
would be the spirit that we’re able to work 
together. We may not agree with every tactic, 
but we should agree that this country needs 
to secure ourselves against an enemy that 
would like to strike us again. This enemy is 
not going away after my Presidency. 

And I look forward to working with them. 
And I truly believe that Congresswoman 
Pelosi and Harry Reid care just about as 
much—they care about the security of this 
country, like I do. They see the—no leader 
in Washington is going to walk away from 
protecting the country. We have different 
views on how to do that, but their spirit is 
such that they want to protect America. 
That’s what I believe. 

Just like I talked about the troops. I meant 
what I said. Look, the people that’s—are 
going to be looking at this election—the 
enemy is going to say, ‘‘Well, it must mean 
America is going to leave.’’ And the answer 
is, no, that doesn’t—what it means. Our 
troops are wondering whether or not they’re 
going to get the support they need after this 
election. Democrats are going to support our 
troops just like Republicans will. And the 
Iraqis have got to understand, this election— 
as I said, don’t be fearful. In other words, 
don’t look at the results of the elections and 
say, ‘‘Oh, no. America is going to leave us 
before the job is complete.’’ That’s not what’s 
going to happen, Jim. 

Yes, sir, Fletcher [Michael Fletcher, 
Washington Post]. 

‘‘District of Columbia Fair and Equal 
House Voting Rights Act of 2006’’ 

Q. Thank you, sir. There’s a bill that could 
come before the lameduck session of Con-
gress that would extend voting rights to the 
District of Columbia, in Congress, and also 
give an extra seat to Utah. You’ve been pas-
sionate about democracy in Iraq. Why not 
here in DC, and would you support this bill? 

The President. Yes, I haven’t—it’s the 
first I’ve heard of it. I didn’t know that’s 
going to come up from the lameduck. 

Q. ——Congressman Davis’s bill. 
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The President. Yes, well, it may or may 
not come up. I’m trying to get the Indian 
deal done, the Vietnam deal done, and the 
budgets done. But I’ll take a look at it. It’s 
the first I’ve heard of it. Thanks. 

Let’s see here. Yes, sir. 

Iraq/Vietnam Analogy 
Q. Mr. President, you mentioned the pros-

pect that your successor would be dealing 
with the war. You’ll be making your first trip 
to Vietnam in roughly a week. Some people 
are still—are looking at the war as another 
Vietnam war. Are they wrong to do so? And 
if so, why? 

The President. I think they are. I think 
they are. First of all, Iraq is—after the over-
throw of the tyrant, voted on a Constitution 
that is intended to unite the whole country. 
And then they had elections under that Con-
stitution where nearly 12 million people 
voted for this unity Government. Secondly— 
which is different from Vietnam. 

Secondly, in terms of our troops, this is 
a volunteer army. Vietnam wasn’t a volunteer 
army, as you know. And in this volunteer 
army, the troops understand the con-
sequences of Iraq and the global war on ter-
ror. That’s why reenlistment rates are up, and 
that’s why enlistment is high. 

Thirdly, the support for our troops is 
strong here in the United States, and it wasn’t 
during the Vietnam era. So I see differences; 
I really do. And you hear all the time, ‘‘Well, 
this may be a civil war.’’ Well, I don’t believe 
it is, and the Maliki Government doesn’t be-
lieve it is. Zal, our Ambassador, doesn’t be-
lieve it is. But we’ve got to make sure it isn’t 
by implementing a strategy which helps—a 
politics strategy which helps unify the coun-
try, and a security strategy that makes sure 
that the Iraqis are better capable of fighting 
off the extremists and the radicals that want 
to stop progress in Iraq. 

So I don’t think it is a parallel. 
Mike [Michael Allen, Time]. 

President’s Decisionmaking 
Q. Thank you, sir. During this campaign 

season some religious conservatives ex-
pressed support and appreciation for the 
work you’ve done. But some also expressed 
that they felt like they expended a lot of ef-

fort on your behalf without a lot of results. 
I wonder if you could tell us what parts of 
their agenda are still on your radar screen, 
and if you think they’re right to be frus-
trated? And also, Mr. President, may I ask 
you if you have any metrics you’d be willing 
to share about your reading contest with Mr. 
Rove. 

The President. I’m losing. I obviously was 
working harder in the campaign than he was. 
[Laughter] 

Audience members. Oooooh! 
The President. He’s a faster reader. 
You know, Michael, I must confess, I can-

not catalog for you in detail the different 
criticisms. In this line of work you get criti-
cized from all sides. And that’s okay; it’s just 
part of the job. And so I’m not exactly sure 
what you’re talking about, but I can tell you 
that I believe the faith-based and commu-
nity-based—the Faith and Community- 
Based Initiative is a vital part of helping solve 
intractable problems here in America. And 
I would hope that I could work with Con-
gress to make sure this program, which has 
been invigorated, remains invigorated. 

And the reason why I believe in it so much 
is that there are just some problems that re-
quire something other than government 
help, and it requires people who have heard 
a call to help somebody in need. And I be-
lieve we ought to open up grants to competi-
tive bidding for these types of organizations, 
and we have done that. And it’s very impor-
tant that that program stay strong. 

But, you know, Michael, you’re probably 
following all these—the different lists of con-
cerns people have with my Presidency, and 
I respect that. I just—frankly, I’m not sure 
exactly what you’re talking about in this ques-
tion. I’m sure there are some people who 
aren’t perfectly content, but there are some 
people that aren’t perfectly content from dif-
ferent parties and different philosophies. All 
I know to do is to make decisions based upon 
principles that I believe are important, and 
now work with Democrat leaders in the Con-
gress because they control the committees 
and they control the flow of bills. And I’m 
going to do that for the good of the country. 

Let’s see here—yes, McKinnon [John 
McKinnon, Wall Street Journal]. 
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Analysis of 2006 Elections 
Q. Thank you, Mr. President. If you had 

any do-overs to do in this race—— 
The President. You don’t get to do them. 

[Laughter] Sorry. 
Q. Or if Mr. Rove had any do-overs to 

do in this race—— 
The President. You don’t get do-overs. 

Anyway, go ahead. 
Q. Well, what would they be? I mean, are 

there any tactical—[laughter]. 
The President. Look—yes, well—I, frank-

ly, haven’t analyzed the election nearly as 
much as some of you have. You know, again, 
I think when you really look close at the re-
sults—first of all, there’s a lot of close elec-
tions. No question Iraq had an impact. But 
it’s hard to win an election when you’re trying 
to win a write-off—a write-in campaign in 
our State of Texas. I mean, you could have 
the greatest positions in the world on issues 
and be the most articulate person on an issue, 
but to try to get—to win on a write-in is really 
hard to do. 

We had the race in Florida, the Foley seat. 
That’s a hard race to win in a Republican 
district because people couldn’t vote directly 
for the Republican candidate. And all I’m 
telling you, John, is that there’s a—when you 
dig into the races, there’s a—look, I had to 
go down to Houston, in Sugar Land, and act 
as the secretary of state: Take your pencil 
into the box, and then write it in. And my 
only—the reason I bring that up is, I’m not 
sure Iraq had much to do with the outcome 
of that election. 

Now, it certainly did in other places. One 
of the interesting observations I had from last 
night was that if you take a look at New York 
State, Senator Clinton ran a very strong race, 
but she ran a race that appeared to me to 
be on—just a Senate race. She wanted to 
show people she had the capacity to help oth-
ers win. And the same thing happened in 
Pennsylvania with Governor Rendell. He ran 
a very strong race, as did Senator-elect 
Casey. And my only point to you is, is that 
I’m sure Iraq had something to do with the 
voters’ mind, but so did a very strong turnout 
mechanism in those two important States. 

So they’re just going to have to analyze 
all the different results. As far as do-overs, 
look, talk to them. 

Ann [Ann Compton, ABC News]. 

Bipartisan Cooperation in Congress 
Q. Americans have heard it before, 

‘‘There’s going to be cooperation; we’re going 
to get along.’’ What can you do to show 
Americans that there—that you’ll stop and 
avoid any gridlock? Because they’ve seen it 
come anyway. 

The President. Well, we had some pretty 
good success early on in this administration. 
We got the No Child Left Behind Act passed, 
which was an important piece of bipartisan 
legislation. We got some tax cuts passed with 
Democrat votes. 

Q. ——partisan—— 
The President. Let me—I know you’re 

anxious, but—but so we’ve just now got to 
show people we’re capable of doing it. I 
mean, you’re right; there’s—people are skep-
tical, and the way you defeat skepticism is 
perform. And I was very pleased with my 
conversation with Congresswoman Pelosi. It 
was a very gracious conversation and—albeit 
a little early in the morning, I must confess, 
but nevertheless, it was a good one. And my 
fault, since I was the person who initiated 
the call. 

But I do believe we can get some things 
done. I think we can set an agenda—I hope 
so. I hope so. I didn’t come to Washington 
just to occupy the office; I came to get some 
positive things done on behalf of the country. 
And there are some big issues we got to deal 
with. No Child Left Behind is one. Entitle-
ments, that’s going to be an interesting issue 
to try to deal with. And it’s going to be very 
important in entitlements for people to feel 
comfortable about bringing ideas to the table 
and—people being Republicans and Demo-
crats. If we do not have Republicans and 
Democrats at the table for entitlements, 
nothing is going to happen. 

And therefore, I’ve instructed Secretary 
Paulson to reach out to folks on the Hill to 
see if we can’t at least get a dialog started 
that will enable us, hopefully, to move for-
ward on a very important issue that will affect 
this country for a long time if we don’t solve 
it. And that is the unfunded liabilities inher-
ent in these entitlement programs. 

We need to continue to talk about energy. 
Dependency upon foreign oil is a national 
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security and economic security problem, and 
it’s a problem that requires bipartisan co-
operation. I know the Democrats are con-
cerned about this issue, as am I. 

So, in other words, there’s areas where I 
believe we can get some important things 
done. And to answer your question, though, 
how do we convince Americans that we’re 
able to do it? Do it. That’s how you do it. 
You get something done. You actually sit 
down, work together, and I sign legislation 
that we all agree on. And my pledge today 
is, I’ll work hard to try to see if we can’t 
get that done. 

Herman [Ken Herman, Austin American- 
Statesman]. 

Analysis of 2006 Elections 
Q. I wanted to ask you about the thumpin’ 

you took at yesterday’s rodeo. You said you 
were disappointed; you were surprised—— 

The President. There you go. Rutenberg, 
you notice that? Taking one—— 

Q. And that was ‘‘thumpin’ ’’ without a 
‘‘g,’’ correct? I just want to make sure we 
have it right for the transcript. [Laughter] 
You said you were surprised; you didn’t see 
it coming; you were disappointed in the out-
come. Does that indicate that after 6 years 
in the Oval Office, you’re out of touch with 
America, for something like this kind of wave 
to come and you not expect it? And on a 
somewhat related note, does Nancy Pelosi 
look much like Bob Bullock to you? 

The President. [Laughter] That’s an in-
side joke; I’m not commenting on it. 

Secondly, I’m an optimistic person, is what 
I am. And I knew we were going to lose seats; 
I just didn’t know how many. 

Q. How could you not know that and not 
be out of touch? 

The President. You didn’t know it, either. 
Q. A lot of polls showed it. 
The President. Well, there was a—I read 

those same polls, and I believe that—I 
thought when it was all said and done, the 
American people would understand the im-
portance of taxes and the importance of secu-
rity. But the people have spoken, and now 
it’s time for us to move on. 

Ken [Kenneth T. Walsh, U.S. News and 
World Report]. 

Social Security Reform 
Q. Mr. President, you mentioned entitle-

ments, and one of the big, hot-button issues 
for the Democratic Party is Social Security 
and the idea of partial privatization, which 
you have talked about. And I wonder if 
there’s anything in your agenda in that way 
that you’re willing to adjust in the spirit of 
bipartisanship or back off from, given how 
important that is to the core of the Demo-
cratic Party? 

The President. I told—Ken, I told Hank 
Paulson to tell the Members that we’d sit 
down and we’d listen to everybody’s ideas. 
I put out my ideas, as you recall, I think in 
the State of the Union last time. And we want 
to hear their ideas. And hopefully out of this 
concept of folks sitting around a table sharing 
ways forward, that we will come up with 
commonality, that we are able to then say 
to the American people, ‘‘We’ve helped solve 
this problem.’’ 

But this is a tough issue. Look, I fully un-
derstand how hard it is. Social Security is— 
people are generally risk-adverse when it 
comes time to Social Security. My problem 
with that is, is that the longer you wait, the 
more difficult the issue is going to become. 
And some will keep pushing it, and hopefully 
we can get something done. 

Richard [Richard Wolffe, Newsweek]. 

National Security 
Q. A little earlier you said that you truly 

believe that the Democratic leaders care 
about the security of this country as much 
as you do. Yet just about at every campaign 
stop, you expressed pretty much the oppo-
site. You talked about them having a different 
mindset—— 

The President. I did. 
Q. ——about having a different philos-

ophy, about waiting—about being happy that 
America gets attacked before responding. 

The President. What did you just say, 
‘‘happy’’? 

Q. You said they will be satisfied to see 
America—— 

The President. No, I didn’t say, ‘‘happy.’’ 
Let’s make sure. 

Q. You left that impression, forgive me. 
The President. With you. Go ahead. 
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Q. Well, I’m wondering, looking back at 
the campaign and previous campaigns, do 
you think that it’s been harder to pull the 
country together after the election by making 
such partisan attacks about national security? 

The President. Richard, I do believe they 
care about the security. I don’t—I thought 
they were wrong not making sure our profes-
sionals had the tools, and I still believe that. 
I don’t see how you can protect the country 
unless you give these professionals tools. 
They just have a different point of view. That 
doesn’t mean they don’t—want America to 
get attacked. That’s why I said what I said. 

Yes, Jackson [David Jackson, Dallas Morn-
ing News]. 

Immigration Reform 
Q. Thank you, Mr. President. On immigra-

tion, many Democrats had more positive 
things to say about your comprehensive pro-
posal than many Republicans did. Do you 
think a Democratic Congress gives you a bet-
ter shot at comprehensive immigration re-
form? 

The President. You know, I should have 
brought this up. I do. I think we have a good 
chance. And thank you. It’s an important 
issue, and I hope we can get something done 
on it. I meant to put that in my list of things 
that we need to get done. 

I would hope Republicans have recognized 
that we’ve taken very strong security meas-
ures to address one aspect of comprehensive 
immigration reform. And I was talking to 
Secretary Chertoff today; he thinks that these 
measures we’re taking are beginning to have 
measurable effects and that catch-and-re-
lease has virtually been ended over the last 
couple of months. And that’s positive. 

And that’s what some Members were con-
cerned about prior to advancing a com-
prehensive bill. In other words, they said, 
‘‘Show me progress on the border, and then 
we’ll be interested in talking about other as-
pects.’’ Well, there’s progress being made on 
the border in terms of security, and I would 
hope we can get something done. It’s a vital 
issue. It’s an issue that—there’s an issue 
where I believe we can find some common 
ground with the Democrats. 

Q. What are the odds for a guest-worker 
provision? 

The President. Well, that’s got to be an 
integral part of a comprehensive plan. When 
you’re talking comprehensive immigration 
reform, one part of it is a guest-worker pro-
gram, where people can come on a tem-
porary basis to do jobs Americans are not 
doing. I’ve always felt like that would be an 
important aspect of securing the border. In 
other words, if somebody is not trying to 
sneak in in the first place, it makes—de-
creases the work load on our Border Patrol 
and lets the Border Patrol focus on drugs 
and guns and terrorists. But that’s a—I ap-
preciate you bringing that up. I should have 
remembered it. 

Listen, thank you all very much for your 
time. I appreciate your interest. 

NOTE: The President’s news conference began at 
1 p.m. in the East Room at the White House. 
In his remarks, he referred to former President 
Saddam Hussein and Prime Minister Nuri al- 
Maliki of Iraq; U.S. Ambassador to Iraq Zalmay 
Khalilzad; and Gov. Edward G. Rendell and Sen-
ator-elect Bob Casey of Pennsylvania. 

Remarks on the Resignation of 
Secretary of Defense Donald H. 
Rumsfeld and the Nomination of 
Robert M. Gates To Be Secretary of 
Defense 
November 8, 2006 

The President. Good afternoon, and wel-
come to the White House. Earlier today I 
announced my intent to nominate Robert 
Gates to be the next Secretary of the De-
fense, and now I’m pleased to introduce him 
to the American people. I also am looking 
forward to paying tribute to the man he will 
succeed. 

America remains a nation at war. We face 
brutal enemies who despise our freedom and 
want to destroy our way of life. These en-
emies attacked our country on September 
the 11th, 2001. They fight us in Afghanistan 
and Iraq, and they remain determined to at-
tack our country again. Against such enemies, 
there’s only one way to protect the American 
people: We must stay on the offense and 
bring our enemies to justice before they hurt 
us again. 
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In this time of war, the President relies 
on the Secretary of Defense to provide mili-
tary advice and direct our Nation’s Armed 
Forces as they engage our enemies across the 
world. The Secretary of Defense must be a 
man of vision who can see threats still over 
the horizon and prepare our Nation to meet 
them. Bob Gates is the right man to meet 
both of these critical challenges. 

Bob is one of our Nation’s most accom-
plished public servants. He joined the CIA 
in 1966 and has nearly 27 years of national 
security experience, serving six Presidents of 
both political parties. He spent nearly 9 years 
serving on the National Security Council 
staff. And at the CIA, he rose from an entry- 
level employee to become the Director of 
the Central Intelligence. And his experience 
has prepared him well for this new assign-
ment. 

Bob understands the challenges we face 
in Afghanistan. As President Reagan’s Dep-
uty Director of Central Intelligence, he 
helped lead America’s efforts to drive Soviet 
forces from Afghanistan. Success in these ef-
forts weakened the Soviet regime and helped 
hasten freedom’s victory in the cold war. 

Bob understands the challenges facing our 
Nation in Iraq. He served as Deputy Na-
tional Security Adviser to the first President 
Bush during Operation Desert Storm, as 
American troops repelled Iraqi aggression 
and drove Saddam Hussein’s forces from Ku-
wait. More recently, he served as a member 
of the Iraq Study Group, a distinguished 
independent panel of Republicans and 
Democrats led by former Secretary of State 
Jim Baker and former Congressman Lee 
Hamilton. As part of this commission, he has 
traveled to Iraq and met with the country’s 
leaders and our military commanders on the 
ground. He’ll provide the Department with 
a fresh perspective and new ideas on how 
America can achieve our goals in Iraq. 

Bob understands how to lead large, com-
plex institutions and transform them to meet 
new challenges. As Director of Central Intel-
ligence following the collapse of the Soviet 
Union, he was responsible for leading all the 
foreign intelligence agencies of the United 
States. And he’s brought that same leader-
ship and abilities as his work as president of 
our Nation’s sixth largest university, Texas 

A&M. When the A&M board of regents 
interviewed him for the job, he described 
himself as an agent of change. As president, 
he delivered on that promise, initiating wide- 
ranging reforms to almost every aspect of 
campus life. He’ll bring that same trans-
formational spirit to his work in the Depart-
ment of Defense. 

Bob Gates is a patriot whose love for coun-
try was nurtured in the Kansas community 
where he was raised. He’s worn our Nation’s 
uniform. He’s a strategic thinker who was 
educated at three of America’s finest univer-
sities, receiving his bachelor’s degree from 
William & Mary, a master’s degree in history 
from Indiana University, and a doctorate in 
Russian and Soviet history from Georgetown. 

He’s a leader in the business community 
who served on the boards of several major 
corporations. He’s a man of integrity, candor, 
and sound judgment. He knows that the chal-
lenge of protecting our country is larger than 
any political party, and he has a record of 
working with leaders of both sides of the aisle 
to strengthen our national security. He has 
my confidence and my trust, and he will be 
an outstanding Secretary of Defense. 

Bob follows in the footsteps of one of 
America’s most skilled and capable national 
security leaders, Donald Rumsfeld. Don is 
the longest serving member of my Cabinet, 
and next month he will reach another mile-
stone when he becomes the longest serving 
Secretary of Defense in the history of our 
Nation. I appreciate his willingness to con-
tinue serving until his successor is in place, 
because in a time of war, our Nation cannot 
be without a strong and steady hand leading 
our Department of Defense. 

Don has served in times of great con-
sequence for our Nation. Few will forget the 
image of Don Rumsfeld as he helped rescue 
workers carry the victims from the rubble of 
the Pentagon on September the 11th, 2001. 
In the weeks that followed, he directed the 
effort to plan our Nation’s military response 
to an unprecedented attack on our soil. 
Under his leadership, U.S. and coalition 
forces launched one of the most innovative 
military campaigns in the history of modern 
warfare, driving the Taliban and its Al Qaida 
allies from power in a matter of weeks. 
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In 2003, on my orders, he led the planning 
and execution of another historic military 
campaign, Operation Iraqi Freedom, that 
drove Saddam Hussein from power and 
helped the Iraqi people establish a constitu-
tional democracy in the heart of the Middle 
East. History will record that on Don Rums-
feld’s watch, the men and women of our mili-
tary overthrew two terrorist regimes, liber-
ated some 50 million people, brought justice 
to the terrorist Zarqawi and scores of senior 
Al Qaida operatives, and helped stop new 
terrorist attacks on our people. 

America is safer and the world is more se-
cure because of the service and the leader-
ship of Donald Rumsfeld. As he led the Pen-
tagon in an unprecedented war, Don never 
took his eye off another vital responsibility: 
preparing America for the threats that await 
us as this new century unfolds. He developed 
a new defense strategy. He established a new 
Northern Command to protect the home-
land, a new Joint Forces Command to focus 
on transformation, a new Strategic Com-
mand to defend against long-range attack, 
and transformed the U.S. Special Operations 
Command for the war on terror. 

He led our efforts to create a new NATO 
Response Force that allows NATO to deploy 
rapidly anywhere in the world. He undertook 
the most sweeping transformation of Amer-
ica’s global force posture since the end of 
World War II. He revitalized America’s ef-
forts to develop and deploy ballistic missile 
defenses, and led a comprehensive review of 
America’s nuclear forces that has allowed us 
to undertake dramatic reductions in offensive 
nuclear weapons. 

Don’s work in these areas did not often 
make the headlines. But the reforms that he 
has set in motion are historic, and they will 
enhance the security of the American people 
for decades to come. 

Over the past 6 years, I’ve relied on Don 
Rumsfeld’s advice and counsel. I’ve come to 
know his character and his integrity. As the 
Secretary of Defense, he has been dedicated 
to his mission, loyal to his President, and de-
voted to the courageous men and women of 
our Armed Forces. 

Don once famously said, ‘‘There are 
known knowns; there are known unknowns; 
and there are unknown unknowns.’’ Well, 

Mr. Secretary, here is a known known: Your 
service has made America stronger and made 
America a safer nation. You will be missed, 
and I wish you and Joyce all the best in the 
years to come. 

Don Rumsfeld is a tough act to follow. 
That’s why I picked a man of Bob Gates’s 
caliber to succeed him. When confirmed by 
the Senate, Bob will bring talent, energy, and 
innovation to the Department of Defense. 
He’ll work every day to keep the American 
people safe and to make our Nation more 
secure. And he’ll do a superb job as Amer-
ica’s next Secretary of Defense. 

Bob, I appreciate you agreeing to serve our 
Nation again, and congratulations. 

[At this point, Secretary-designate Gates and 
Secretary of Defense Rumsfeld made brief re-
marks.] 

NOTE: The President spoke at 3:30 p.m. in the 
Oval Office at the White House. In his remarks, 
he referred to former President Saddam Hussein 
of Iraq; and Joyce Rumsfeld, wife of Secretary 
of Defense Rumsfeld. The transcript released by 
the Office of the Press Secretary also included 
the remarks of Secretary-designate Gates and Sec-
retary of Defense Rumsfeld. The Office of the 
Press Secretary also released a Spanish language 
transcript of these remarks. 

Statement on Israeli Airstrike in 
Gaza 

November 8, 2006 

The United States is deeply saddened by 
the injuries and loss of life in Gaza today. 
We send our condolences to the families of 
all those affected. We have seen the Israeli 
Government’s apology and understand an in-
vestigation has begun. We hope it will be 
completed quickly and that appropriate steps 
will be taken to avoid a repetition of this trag-
ic incident. We call on all parties to act with 
care and restraint so as to avoid any harm 
to innocent civilians. 
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Proclamation 8082—National Farm- 
City Week, 2006 
November 8, 2006 

By the President of the United States 
of America 

A Proclamation 
Throughout our history, America’s farmers 

and ranchers have demonstrated the values 
of determination, faith, love of family, and 
patriotism. The contributions of America’s 
farmers and ranchers help keep our economy 
moving forward, and during National Farm- 
City Week we underscore the vital partner-
ship between America’s rural and urban in-
dustries. 

By providing raw materials, energy, and a 
safe and healthy food supply, our farmers and 
ranchers help enrich our lives and create eco-
nomic opportunities across our Nation. As 
good stewards of the land, they help preserve 
the farming industry and way of life for fu-
ture generations. 

Farmers are playing an increasingly impor-
tant role in reducing our dependence on for-
eign oil by growing crops such as soybeans 
and corn that can be used as alternative 
sources of energy. Our agricultural sector 
also cooperates with shippers, processors, 
marketers, transporters, and others to make 
these vital goods available to the public. My 
Administration is committed to helping these 
dedicated individuals succeed, and we must 
continue investing in agricultural research 
programs, working to reduce tariffs and other 
trade barriers, and opening up markets for 
American products overseas. 

During National Farm-City Week, and 
throughout the year, we honor the farmers, 
ranchers, and all those working to build 
strong relationships between our rural and 
urban communities. Our economy is strong 
and growing, and behind the numbers are 
the stories of hard-working Americans who 
help spur our economic prosperity and feed 
our country and the world. 

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush, 
President of the United States of America, 
by virtue of the authority vested in me by 
the Constitution and the laws of the United 
States, do hereby proclaim November 17 
through November 23, 2006, as National 

Farm-City Week. I encourage all Americans 
to join in recognizing farmers, ranchers, and 
other professionals who work to produce our 
agricultural abundance. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this eighth day of November, in the 
year of our Lord two thousand six, and of 
the Independence of the United States of 
America the two hundred and thirty-first. 

George W. Bush 

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
8:45 a.m., November 13, 2006] 

NOTE: This proclamation will be published in the 
Federal Register on November 14. 

Remarks Following a Cabinet 
Meeting 
November 9, 2006 

The President. Earlier this week the 
American people went to the polls, and they 
cast their ballots for a new Congress. The 
American people made their decision. I re-
spect the results, and so does my Cabinet. 
I want to congratulate the Democrat leaders 
on the victory they achieved for their party. 

In a few minutes, Congresswoman Pelosi 
and Congressman Hoyer will be here for 
lunch. I’m looking forward to that visit. I’m 
also looking forward to my visit with Senator 
Reid and Senator Durbin tomorrow. We’ll 
discuss the way forward for our country, and 
I’m going to tell him what I just told our 
Cabinet: It is our responsibility to put the 
elections behind us and work together on the 
great issues facing America. 

Some of these issues need to be addressed 
before the current Congress finishes its legis-
lative session, and that means the next few 
weeks are going to be busy ones. First order 
of business is for Congress to complete the 
work on the Federal spending bills for this 
year, with strong fiscal discipline and without 
diminishing our capacity to fight the war on 
terror. 

Another important priority in the war on 
terror is for the Congress to pass the Ter-
rorist Surveillance Act. We also need to pass 
the bipartisan energy legislation that’s now 
before Congress. And on the foreign policy 
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front, we need to complete the work on legis-
lation that will allow us to cooperate with 
India on civilian nuclear technology and pass 
trade legislation that will enable us to recog-
nize Vietnam as a member of the WTO. 

As the new Members of Congress and 
their leaders return to Washington, I’ve in-
structed my Cabinet to provide whatever 
briefings and information they need to be 
able to do their jobs. The American people 
expect us to rise above partisan differences, 
and my administration will do its part. 

One of the most important challenges fac-
ing our country is the war on terror, and Iraq 
is the central front in this war. Our country 
now has more than 149,000 men and women 
serving bravely in that country. Whatever 
party we come from, we all have a responsi-
bility to ensure that these troops have the 
resources and support they need to prevail. 
I’m open to any idea or suggestion that will 
help us achieve our goals of defeating the 
terrorists and ensuring that Iraq’s democratic 
Government succeeds. 

Yesterday I accepted the resignation of 
one of the original members of my Cabinet, 
Secretary Donald Rumsfeld. He could not 
be with us today because he’s at Kansas State 
University to deliver the prestigious Landon 
Lecture and to help dedicate the university’s 
military science building as the General 
Richard B. Myers Hall. 

Don has been an outstanding Secretary of 
Defense, a trusted adviser, and a loyal friend 
to me and his fellow Cabinet secretaries. I’ve 
named a good man to succeed Don Rums-
feld, former CIA Director Bob Gates. Sec-
retary Rumsfeld has agreed to stay until Bob 
is confirmed, and I’m deeply grateful to Don 
for his service to our country. 

Thank you all very much. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:28 a.m. in the 
Rose Garden at the White House. The Office of 
the Press Secretary also released a Spanish lan-
guage transcript of these remarks. 

Remarks Following a Lunch With 
Representatives Nancy Pelosi and 
Steny H. Hoyer 

November 9, 2006 

The President. We just had a really im-
portant lunch. First, I want to congratulate 
Congresswoman Pelosi for becoming the 
Speaker of the House, and the first woman 
Speaker of the House. This is historic for our 
country. And as a father of young women, 
it is—I think it’s important; I really do. And 
I appreciate Congressman Hoyer coming as 
well. We’ve had a—I would call it a very con-
structive and very friendly conversation. 

Both of us recognize—or all three of us 
recognize that when you win, you have a re-
sponsibility to do the best you can for the 
country. I was pleased with a wide-ranging 
discussion about important issues facing 
America. The elections are now behind us, 
and the Congresswoman’s party won. But the 
challenges still remain. 

And therefore, we’re going to work to-
gether to address those challenges in a con-
structive way. We won’t agree on every issue, 
but we do agree that we love America equal-
ly, that we’re concerned about the future of 
this country, and that we will do our very 
best to address big problems. 

And so I want to thank you for coming. 
This is the beginning of a series of meetings 
we’ll have over the next couple of years, all 
aimed at solving problems and leading the 
country. So, welcome. Congratulations again. 

[At this point, Representative Pelosi made 
brief remarks.] 

The President. Thank you. Steny. 

[Representative Hoyer made brief remarks.] 

The President. Thank you, Steny. Thank 
you all. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 1:04 p.m. in the 
Oval Office at the White House. The transcript 
released by the Office of the Press Secretary also 
included the remarks of Representatives Pelosi 
and Hoyer. 
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Remarks Following Discussions With 
President-Elect Felipe Calderon of 
Mexico 
November 9, 2006 

President Bush. It is my pleasure to have 
welcomed the President-elect of Mexico here 
to the Oval Office. I have had a fascinating 
and important conversation. This is a man 
who won a very good election. I’m proud of 
the Mexican people for conducting an elec-
tion that is—was open and honest. We’ve 
spent a lot of time talking about vital issues. 
I have made it very clear to the President- 
elect that Mexico is a priority of this adminis-
tration. 

I know a fair amount about Mexico; after 
all, I was the Governor of Texas. I assured 
him that we will work very closely together. 
We talked about trade. We talked about mu-
tual interests, fighting drugs, and we talked, 
of course, about migration. And I assured the 
President-elect that the words I said in the 
very Oval Office that we sit, about a com-
prehensive immigration vision, are words I 
still believe strongly. 

And so I want to welcome you here. I wish 
you all the best as you—on your Inaugura-
tion, on your big day. And I’m looking for-
ward to working very closely with you. 

President-elect Calderon. Yes. Thank 
you, Mr. President. 

[At this point, President-elect Calderon spoke 
in Spanish, and no translation was provided.] 

President Bush. Si, senor. Gracias. 
Did you understand that? 
Q. No. 
President-elect Calderon. President 

Bush and I had a very good conversation 
today. And we reaffirmed the purpose that 
we both had, which is to strengthen the bilat-
eral relationship between Mexico and the 
United States even more. 

I expressed to President Bush my concern 
regarding the issue of migration. President 
Bush was very open to all the arguments that 
I have presented to him. And we both 
stressed the need to have a comprehensive 
vision with which we can move forward. This 
is, of course, an extremely important issue. 
It is not the only issue in our bilateral rela-
tionship. 

We want to foster our trade relationship— 
our economic relationship even more. We 
both understand that the only solution to 
many of the problems that we have is to cre-
ate well-paid jobs in Mexico. And for that, 
we need even more investment. We will con-
tinue to show the importance of democracy, 
the importance of free trade, the importance 
of all of these issues that will make us an 
even stronger nation, which will also 
strengthen the bilateral relationship. 

And we were able to have a conversation 
between two people—two people who have 
very much in common. And we both look 
forward to a very constructive relationship in 
the future. 

President Bush. Gracias. Thank you. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 2:31 p.m. in the 
Oval Office at the White House. President-elect 
Calderon spoke in Spanish, and his remarks were 
translated by an interpreter. 

Digest of Other 
White House Announcements 

The following list includes the President’s public 
schedule and other items of general interest an-
nounced by the Office of the Press Secretary and 
not included elsewhere in this issue. 

November 4 
In the morning, in Englewood, CO, the 

President had an intelligence briefing. Later, 
at Mile High Coffee, he had breakfast with 
small-business owners. He then traveled to 
Greeley, CO. 

Later in the morning, he traveled to Au-
rora, CO, where, at Buckley Air Force Base, 
he met with family members of a Navy serv-
iceman who was killed in Afghanistan. 

In the afternoon, the President traveled to 
the Bush Ranch in Crawford, TX. 

During the day, the President met with 
Robert M. Gates, president, Texas A&M 
University. 

November 5 
In the afternoon, the President traveled to 

Grand Island, NE, where, upon arrival, he 
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met with USA Freedom Corps volunteer 
Holly Theis. Later, he traveled to Topeka, 
KS, where, upon arrival, he met with USA 
Freedom Corps volunteer Sharon Meissner. 

In the evening, the President returned to 
the Bush Ranch in Crawford, TX. 

November 6 
In the morning, the President had an intel-

ligence briefing. Later, he and Mrs. Bush 
traveled to Pensacola, FL, where, upon ar-
rival in the afternoon, he met with USA Free-
dom Corps volunteer Honor Bell. 

In the afternoon, the President and Mrs. 
Bush traveled to Bentonville, AR. Later, they 
traveled to Dallas, TX, where, upon arrival, 
he met with USA Freedom Corps volunteer 
Lori Whitlow. 

In the evening, the President and Mrs. 
Bush returned to the Bush Ranch in 
Crawford, TX. 

The White House announced that the 
President will welcome Prime Minister Ehud 
Olmert of Israel to the White House on No-
vember 13. 

The President announced his intention to 
nominate Anthony W. Ryan to be Assistant 
Secretary of the Treasury (Financial Mar-
kets). 

The President announced his intention to 
nominate Leon R. Sequeira to be Assistant 
Secretary of Labor (Policy). 

November 7 
In the morning, the President had an intel-

ligence briefing. Later, at the Crawford Fire 
Station, he and Mrs. Bush voted. 

Later in the morning, the President and 
Mrs. Bush returned to Washington, DC. 

During the day, in the Oval Office, the 
President met with Secretary of Defense 
Donald H. Rumsfeld. 

November 8 
In the morning, the President had an intel-

ligence briefing. 

November 9 
In the morning, the President had an intel-

ligence briefing. Later, in his private dining 
room, he had a breakfast meeting with Re-
publican congressional leaders. Then, in the 
Oval Office, he and Mrs. Bush presented the 

2006 National Medals of Arts and National 
Humanitarian Medals. 

The President announced his intention to 
nominate Andrew G. Biggs to be Deputy 
Commissioner of Social Security. 

The President announced his intention to 
nominate Terry L. Cline to be Administrator 
of the Substance Abuse and Mental Health 
Services Administration of the Department 
of Health and Human Services. 

The President announced his intention to 
nominate Richard Allan Hill to be a member 
of the Board of Directors of the Corporation 
for National and Community Service. 

The President announced his intention to 
nominate Diane Humetewa to be a member 
of the Board of Trustees of the Morris K. 
Udall Scholarship and Excellence in National 
Environmental Policy Foundation. 

The President announced his designation 
of the following individuals as members of 
a Presidential delegation to Ankara, Turkey, 
to attend the funeral of former Prime Min-
ister Bulent Ecevit of Turkey on November 
11: Jeffrey Clay Sell (head of delegation); 
Ross Wilson; and W. Robert Pearson. 

Nominations 
Submitted to the Senate 

The following list does not include promotions of 
members of the Uniformed Services, nominations 
to the Service Academies, or nominations of For-
eign Service officers. 

Submitted November 9 

John Robert Bolton, 
of Maryland, to be the Representative of the 
United States of America to the United Na-
tions, with the rank and status of Ambassador 
Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary, and the 
Representative of the United States of Amer-
ica in the Security Council of the United Na-
tions. 

John Robert Bolton, 
of Maryland, to be Representative of the 
United States of America to the Sessions of 
the General Assembly of the United Nations 
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during his tenure of service as Representa-
tive of the United States of America to the 
United Nations. 

Checklist 
of White House Press Releases 

The following list contains releases of the Office 
of the Press Secretary that are neither printed as 
items nor covered by entries in the Digest of 
Other White House Announcements. 

Released November 4 

Transcript of a press gaggle by Press Sec-
retary Tony Snow 

Released November 5 

Transcript of a press gaggle by Press Sec-
retary Tony Snow 

Released November 6 

Transcript of a press gaggle by Press Sec-
retary Tony Snow 

Statement by the Press Secretary: President 
Bush To Welcome Prime Minister Olmert 
of Israel 

Released November 7 

Transcript of a press gaggle by Press Sec-
retary Tony Snow 

Released November 8 

Fact sheet: Dr. Robert M. Gates: The Right 
Choice for Secretary of Defense 

Announcement of the National Medal of Arts 
and National Humanities Medal recipients 

Released November 9 

Transcript of a press briefing by Press Sec-
retary Tony Snow 

Transcript of a press briefing by National Se-
curity Adviser Stephen J. Hadley 

Acts Approved 
by the President 

NOTE: No acts approved by the President were 
received by the Office of the Federal Register 
during the period covered by this issue. 
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