News Release No. 00-25--GPO SERVERS PROVIDE PUBLIC ACCESS Page 1 of 2

UNITED
STATES
* GOVERNMENT

Release XL PRINTING

Ofiice (4 Congressional And Public Alfairs 225124991 hitpiwww access.gpo.gov

News P

Office Of Congressional, Legidlative And Public Affairs 202-512-1991
http://www.access.gpo.gov

Contact: C. Michael Bright
202-512-1991

cbright@gpo.gov

No. 00-25
December 11, 2000

GPO SERVERS PROVIDE PUBLIC ACCESS TO SUPREME COURT OPINION
IN FLORIDA ELECTION CASE

The U. S. Governnent Printing Office is providing the

servers and bandwi dth to cope with vast public demand for access to the online version of
the U S. Supreme Court’s opinion in the case of George W Bush, Petitioner

v. Pal m Beach County Canvassing Board, et. al. (No. 00-836, Decenber 4, 2000).

GPO hosts the Supreme Court website (at www. suprenecourtus.gov) and prepared in

advance for the heavy demand by increasing the nunber of servers containing the

Court’s website and utilizing |oad-bal ancing equi pnment to assure that all servers

were used as efficiently as possible. At the tinme of the release at 11:55 a.m, on
Monday, Decenber 4, GPO had dedicated 14 servers to the Court’s Wb site.

In anticipation of the Suprenme Court’s decision, traffic on the Court’s Wb
site began to increase alnost as soon as the Florida Suprene Court issued its opinion in

Pal m Beach County Canvassing Board v. Harris on Novenmber 21. In the days |eading
up to the release of the December 4 opinion, the U S. Suprene Court posted a collection of
43 petitions, briefs, and oral argunents related to the case on its Wb site. 1In the

thirteen-day period between Novenber 21 and Decenber 5, the Court’s website received
4, 346, 687 page views, approximtely double the normal volune for a two-week period.

GPO provided web site devel opnent services for the U S. Supreme Court site prior to its
rel ease in April 2000. Although it has its own web address, the Supreme Court site is
part of the GPO Access system (at www. gpo. gov/gpoaccess) and is hosted

on GPO servers. GPO provides round-the-clock web mai ntenance service for the Suprene
Court site.

GPO Access, GPO's own Wb site, is one of the few Governnent sites

established by | aw and one of the | ongest running, beginning operation in 1994. It is
virtually the only Governnent web site that provides easy, one-stop, no-fee access to
information fromall three branches of the Federal Governnent. Today, it provides access
to nearly 200,000 Government information titles on GPO and ot her Federal agency servers.
Mont hly document retrievals today average nore than 26 million. In addition, GPO

Access provides Web site devel opment and hosting services to 16 agencies of the
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Federal Governnment, including the U S. Suprenme Court.
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