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THE GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE
FORGES AHEAD WITH RANSFORMATION

TO DIGITAL AGE

Budget Request Outlines GPO'a Plans for New and More Efficient
Government Document Distribution System

Washington, D.C.--Public Printer of the United States Bruce James presented the Senate Legislative
Branch Appropriations Subcommittee today with the GPO's funding request for fiscal year 2005.

"From the time I arrived at the GPO just over a year ago, we have taken the necessary steps to
stabilize the agency’s financial condition by reorganizing and streamlining our business units,
reducing employment and shutting unnecessary operations. We conducted a successful early
retirement program last year and have another under way. By summer, we will have reduced the
overall agency workforce by 20%,” James said. “These innovative and technology driven cost-
saving efforts have made us more efficient and are making it possible for us to ask for a dramatic
decrease in two of our appropriations.”

James is referring to the FY 2005 budget request for the GPO of $88. 8 million for the
Congressional Printing and Binding Appropriation, a reduction of $1.8 million or 2% from FY
2004. Also requested is a $33 million for the Salaries and Expenses Appropriation of the
Superintendent of Documents, a reduction of $1.2 million or 3.6% from last year.

"In order to continue to transform the GPO into a 21st century digital information processing
facility with the best leading-edge digital technology in support of Congress, Federal agencies and
the public, we will need to invest in new technology for collecting, processing and distributing
Government information,” said James. “More than 50% of our documents are born digital and will
never be printed, except on demand and as needed. This calls for a different type of information
dissemination system, one that can deal with the versioning, authentication and preservation of the
digital record of the American Government in perpetuity.”
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For investment in technology that will move the agency forward and achieve new savings in future
years, the GPO is requesting $25 million to support the acquisition of digital equipment and
systems to manage the life cycle of Government information. Separate funding of $4.2 million is
requested for the GPO's Office of the Inspector General to provide greater independence, similar to
the funding of IG offices in many executive branch agencies.

The U.S. Government Printing Office (GPO) is responsible for the production and distribution of
information products and services for all three branches of the Federal Government. More than
250,000 Federal Government document titles are now available to the public via the Internet at
www.gpoaccess.gov. Printed copies of many of those documents ranging from Supreme Court
opinions to reports from the Bureau of Labor Statistics may also be ordered through the GPO's web
site or by calling toll-free 866-512-1800. The GPO, in partnership with 1,250 libraries participating
in the Federal Depository Library Program, also provides personal assistance in locating and using
Government information. Participating libraries may be located on GPO's web site or by calling
toll-free 1-888-293-6498. The GPO, headquartered in Washington, DC, has offices in 20 cities, and
is led by Bruce R. James, Public Printer of the United States.
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