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PUBLIC PRINTER SPEAKS AT  
WHITE HOUSE  

ENVIRONMENTAL EVENT  
WASHINGTON—Public Printer Bob Tapella spoke about the successes of the U.S. Government Printing 
Office’s (GPO) sustainable environmental stewardship initiatives at the first GreenGov Symposium.  The 
White House Council on Environmental Quality invited Tapella to be part of the event which brought 
together leaders from federal, state and local governments; nonprofit and academic communities; and the 
private sector to share challenges and best practices in going green. 
 
Among the topics discussed, Tapella emphasized GPO’s sustainable paper achievements in the agency’s 
factory and paper options for federal agencies.  GPO employees made history by printing the 
Congressional Record and Federal Register on 100% recycled newsprint.  This accomplishment was 
recognized by Speaker of the House Nancy Pelosi.  GPO is trying to expand the sustainable paper choices 
available to federal agencies by testing and validating 100% recycled and sustainable office paper available 
through the GPO Paper Store.  Some examples of that testing include new office papers that are less bright 
because they undergo less processing during production and are more easily recycled.  Also, GPO will 
soon be testing paper made from the pulp extract from sugar cane, which is 100% tree-free and 
biodegradable. 
 
“I appreciate the White House’s invitation to share the green initiatives achieved by GPO employees 
during the last several years and through their efforts, GPO is becoming a model for sustainable 
environmental stewardship,” said Public Printer Bob Tapella.  “I want to expand the sustainable paper 
choices for our customers which will allow them to choose the sustainable attributes most important to 
each agency.” 
 
GPO recently completed the installation of a new, highly reflective roofing system.  This new roof includes 
several bio based layers and reflective coating that increase efficiency and the life expectancy of the roof.  
The agency also updated its fleet used to deliver printed products to Congress and federal agencies with 
alternative flex fuel and hybrid vehicles. 
 
The GPO is the federal government’s primary centralized resource for gathering, cataloging, producing, 
providing, authenticating, and preserving published U.S. government information in all its forms. GPO is 
responsible for the production and distribution of information products and services for all three branches 
of the federal government. In addition to publication sales, GPO makes government information available 
at no cost to the public through GPO’s Federal Digital System (www.fdsys.gov) and through partnerships 



 
 

 

with approximately 1,220 libraries nationwide participating in the Federal Depository Library Program. 
For more information, please visit www.gpo.gov.  Follow GPO on Twitter http://twitter.com/USGPO and 
on YouTube http://www.youtube.com/user/gpoprinter. 


