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(d) Electrophoresis. Mix PCR products 
(5 to 10 µl) with 2 µl loading buffer 
(Sigma) and electrophorese on a 2 per-
cent agarose gel containing 0.5 µg/mL 
ethidium bromide in TAE buffer (40 
mM tris; 2 mM EDTA; pH 8.0 with gla-
cial acetic acid) for 30 minutes at 80 V. 
M. gallisepticum (185 bp) and M. synoviae 
(214 bp) amplicons can be visualized 
under an ultraviolet transilluminator 
along with the PCR marker (50 to 2000 
bp; Sigma). 

Subpart E—Procedure for Chang-
ing National Poultry Improve-
ment Plan 

§ 147.41 Definitions. 
Except where the context otherwise 

requires, for the purposes of this sub-
part the following terms shall be con-
strued, respectively, to mean: 

Department. The U.S. Department of 
Agriculture. 

Egg type chickens. Chickens bred for 
the primary purpose of producing eggs 
for human consumption. 

Exhibition Poultry. Domesticated fowl 
which are bred for the combined pur-
poses of meat or egg production and 
competitive showing. 

Game birds. Domesticated fowl, such 
as pheasants, partridge, quail, grouse, 
and guineas, but not doves and pigeons. 

Meat type chickens. Chickens bred for 
the primary purpose of producing 
meat. 

Plan Conference. A meeting convened 
for the purpose of recommending 
changes in the provisions of the Plan. 

Plan or NPIP. The National Poultry 
Improvement Plan. 

Service. The Animal and Plant Health 
Inspection Service, Veterinary Serv-
ices, of the Department. 

State. Any State, the District of Co-
lumbia, or Puerto Rico. 

Waterfowl. Domesticated fowl that 
normally swim, such as ducks and 
geese. 

[36 FR 23121, Dec. 3, 1971, as amended at 38 
FR 3038, Feb. 1, 1973. Redesignated at 44 FR 
61586, Oct. 26, 1979; 59 FR 12805, Mar. 18, 1994] 

§ 147.42 General. 
Changes in this subchapter shall be 

made in accordance with the procedure 
described in this subpart: Provided, 

That the Department reserves the 
right to make changes in this sub-
chapter without observance of such 
procedure when such action is deemed 
necessary in the public interest. 

§ 147.43 General Conference Com-
mittee. 

(a) The General Conference Com-
mittee Chairperson and the Vice Chair-
person shall be elected by the members 
of the General Conference Committee. 
A representative of the Animal and 
Plant Health Inspection Service will 
serve as Executive Secretary and will 
provide the necessary staff support for 
the General Conference Committee. 
The General Conference Committee 
shall consist of one member-at-large 
who is a participant in the National 
Poultry Improvement Plan and one 
member to be elected, as provided in 
paragraph (b) of this section, from each 
of the following regions: 

(1) North Atlantic: Maine, New 
Hampshire, Vermont, Massachusetts, 
Rhode Island, Connecticut, New York, 
New Jersey, and Pennsylvania. 

(2) East North Central: Ohio, Indiana, 
Illinois, Michigan, and Wisconsin. 

(3) West North Central: Minnesota, 
Iowa, Missouri, North Dakota, South 
Dakota, Nebraska, and Kansas. 

(4) South Atlantic: Delaware, Dis-
trict of Columbia, Maryland, Virginia, 
West Virginia, North Carolina, South 
Carolina, Georgia, Florida, and Puerto 
Rico. 

(5) South Central: Kentucky, Ten-
nessee, Alabama, Mississippi, Arkan-
sas, Louisiana, Oklahoma, and Texas. 

(6) Western: Montana, Idaho, Wyo-
ming, Colorado, New Mexico, Arizona, 
Utah, Nevada, Washington, Oregon, 
California, Alaska, and Hawaii. 

(b) The regional committee members 
and their alternates will be elected by 
the official delegates of their respec-
tive regions, and the member-at-large 
will be elected by all official delegates. 
There must be at least two nominees 
for each position, the voting will be by 
secret ballot, and the results will be re-
corded. At least one nominee from each 
region must be from an underrep-
resented group (minorities, women, or 
persons with disabilities). The process 
for soliciting nominations for regional 
committee members will include, but 

VerDate Nov<24>2008 12:35 Mar 11, 2009 Jkt 217028 PO 00000 Frm 00952 Fmt 8010 Sfmt 8010 Y:\SGML\217028.XXX 217028er
ow

e 
on

 P
R

O
D

1P
C

63
 w

ith
 C

F
R



943 

Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service, USDA § 147.44 

not be limited to: Advertisements in at 
least two industry journals, such as the 
newsletters of the American Associa-
tion of Avian Pathologists, the Na-
tional Chicken Council, the United Egg 
Producers, and the National Turkey 
Federation; a Federal Register an-
nouncement; and special inquiries for 
nominations from universities or col-
leges with minority/disability enroll-
ments and faculty members in poultry 
science or veterinary science. 

(c) Three regional members shall be 
elected at each Plan Conference. All 
members shall serve for a period of 4 
years, subject to the continuation of 
the Committee by the Secretary of Ag-
riculture, and may not succeed them-
selves: Provided, That an alternate 
member who assumed a Committee 
member vacancy following mid-term 
would be eligible for re-election to a 
full term. When there is a vacancy for 
the member-at-large position, the Gen-
eral Conference Committee shall make 
an interim appointment and the ap-
pointee shall serve until the next Plan 
Conference at which time an election 
will be held. If a vacancy occurs due to 
both a regional member and alternate 
being unable to serve, the vacant posi-
tion will be filled by an election at the 
earliest regularly scheduled national 
or regional Plan Conference, where 
members of the affected region have 
assembled. 

(d) The duties and functions of the 
General Conference Committee shall be 
as follows: 

(1) Advise and make recommenda-
tions to the Department on the rel-
ative importance of maintaining, at all 
times, adequate departmental funding 
for the NPIP to enable the Senior Coor-
dinator and staff to fully administer 
the provisions of the Plan. 

(2) Advise and make yearly rec-
ommendations to the Department with 
respect to the NPIP budget well in ad-
vance of the start of the budgetary 
process. 

(3) Assist the Department in plan-
ning, organizing, and conducting the 
biennial National Poultry Improve-
ment Plan Conference. 

(4) Recommended whether new pro-
posals (i.e., proposals that have not 
been submitted as provided in § 147.44) 

should be considered by the delegates 
to the Plan Conference. 

(5) During the interim between Plan 
Conferences, represent the cooperating 
States in: 

(i) Advising the Department with re-
spect to administrative procedures and 
interpretations of the Plan provisions 
as contained in 9 CFR. 

(ii) Assisting the Department in eval-
uating comments received from inter-
ested persons concerning proposed 
amendments to the Plan provisions. 

(iii) Recommending to the Secretary 
of Agriculture any changes in the pro-
visions of the Plan as may be neces-
sitated by unforeseen conditions when 
postponement until the next Plan Con-
ference would seriously impair the op-
eration of the program. Such rec-
ommendations shall remain in effect 
only until confirmed or rejected by the 
next Plan Conference, or until re-
scinded by the committee. 

(6) Serve as a forum for the study of 
problems relating to poultry health 
and as the need arises, to make specific 
recommendations to the Secretary of 
Agriculture concerning ways in which 
the Department may assist the indus-
try in solving these problems. 

(7) Serve as a direct liaison between 
the NPIP and the United States Ani-
mal Health Association. 

(8) Advise and make recommenda-
tions to the Department regarding 
NPIP involvement or representation at 
poultry industry functions and activi-
ties as deemed necessary or advisable 
for the purposes of the NPIP. 

[36 FR 23121, Dec. 3, 1971, as amended at 40 
FR 1505, Jan. 8, 1975. Redesignated at 44 FR 
61586, Oct. 26, 1979, and amended at 45 FR 
10316, Feb. 15, 1980; 47 FR 21996, May 20, 1982; 
50 FR 19900, May 13, 1985; 59 FR 12805, Mar. 18, 
1994; 61 FR 11525, Mar. 21, 1996; 65 FR 8023, 
Feb. 17, 2000; 67 FR 8475, Feb. 25, 2002] 

§ 147.44 Submitting, compiling, and 
distributing proposed changes. 

(a) Changes in this subchapter may 
be proposed by any participant, Official 
State Agency, the Department, or 
other interested person or industry or-
ganization. 

(b) Except as provided in § 147.43(d)(2), 
proposed changes shall be submitted in 
writing so as to reach the Service not 
later than 150 days prior to the opening 
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date of the Plan Conference, and par-
ticipants in the Plan shall submit their 
proposed changes through their Official 
State Agency. 

(c) The name of the proponent shall 
be indicated on each proposed change 
when submitted. Each proposal should 
be accompanied by a brief supporting 
statement. 

(d) The Service will notify all persons 
on the NPIP mailing lists concerning 
the dates and general procedure of the 
conference. Hatchery and dealer par-
ticipants will be reminded of their 
privilege to submit proposed changes 
and to request copies of all the pub-
lished proposed changes. 

(e) The proposed changes, together 
with the names of the proponents and 
supporting statements, will be com-
piled by the Service and issued in proc-
essed form. When two or more similar 
changes are submitted, the Service will 
endeavor to unify them into one pro-
posal acceptable to each proponent. 
Copies will be distributed to officials of 
the Official State Agencies cooperating 
in the NPIP. Additional copies will be 
made available for meeting individual 
requests. 

[36 FR 23121, Dec. 3, 1971. Redesignated at 44 
FR 61586, Oct. 26, 1979, and amended at 49 FR 
19807, May 10, 1984] 

§ 147.45 Official delegates. 

Each cooperating State shall be enti-
tled to one official delegate for each of 
the programs prescribed in subparts B, 
C, D, E, and F of part 145 of this chap-
ter and for each of the programs pre-
scribed in subparts B, C, and D of part 
146 of this chapter in which it has one 
or more participants at the time of the 
Conference. The official delegates shall 
be elected by a representative group of 
participating industry members and be 
certified by the Official State Agency. 
It is recommended but not required 
that the official delegates be Plan par-
ticipants. Each official delegate shall 
endeavor to obtain, prior to the Con-
ference, the recommendations of indus-
try members of his State with respect 
to each proposed change. 

[41 FR 48727, Nov. 5, 1976. Redesignated at 44 
FR 61586, Oct. 26, 1979, and amended at 45 FR 
10317, Feb. 15, 1980; 65 FR 8023, Feb. 17, 2000; 
71 FR 56333, Sept. 26, 2006] 

§ 147.46 Committee consideration of 
proposed changes. 

(a) The following committees shall be 
established to give preliminary consid-
eration to the proposed changes falling 
in their respective fields: 

(1) Egg-type breeding chickens. 
(2) Meat-type breeding chickens. 
(3) Breeding turkeys. 
(4) Breeding waterfowl, exhibition 

poultry, and game birds. 
(5) Breeding ostriches, emus, rheas, 

and cassowaries. 
(6) Egg-type commercial chickens. 
(7) Meat-type commercial chickens. 
(8) Meat-type commercial turkeys. 
(b) Each official delegate shall be ap-

pointed a voting member in one of the 
committees specified in paragraph (a) 
of this section. 

(c) Since several of the proposals 
may be interrelated, the committees 
shall consider them as they may relate 
to others, and feel free to discuss re-
lated proposals with other committees. 

(d) The committees shall make rec-
ommendations to the conference as a 
whole concerning each proposal. The 
committee report shall show any pro-
posed change in wording and the record 
of the vote on each proposal, and sug-
gest an effective date for each proposal 
recommended for adoption. The indi-
vidual committee reports shall be sub-
mitted to the chairman of the con-
ference, who will combine them into 
one report showing, in numerical se-
quence, the committee recommenda-
tions on each proposal. 

(e) The committee meetings shall be 
open to any interested person. Advo-
cates for or against any proposal 
should feel free to appear before the ap-
propriate committee and present their 
views. 

[36 FR 23121, Dec. 3, 1971, as amended at 41 
FR 48727, Nov. 5, 1976. Redesignated at 44 FR 
61586, Oct. 26, 1979, as amended at 65 FR 8023, 
Feb. 17, 2000; 71 FR 56333, Sept. 26, 2006] 

§ 147.47 Conference consideration of 
proposed changes. 

(a) The chairman of the conference 
shall be a representative of the Depart-
ment. 

(b) At the time designated for voting 
on proposed changes by the official del-
egates, the chairman of the General 
Conference Committee and the four 
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committee chairmen shall sit at the 
speaker’s table and assist the chairman 
of the conference. 

(c) Each committee chairman shall 
present the proposals which his com-
mittee approves or recommends for 
adoption as follows: ‘‘Mr. Chairman. 
The committee for Egg-type chickens 
recommends the adoption of Proposal 
No. lll, for the following reasons 
(stating the reasons): I move the adop-
tion of Proposal No. lll.’’ A second 
will then be called for. If the rec-
ommendation is seconded, discussion 
and a formal vote will follow. 

(d) Each committee chairman shall 
present the proposals which his com-
mittee does not approve as follows: 
‘‘Mr. Chairman. The Committee for 
Egg-type chickens does not approve 
Proposal No. lll.’’ The chairman 
will then ask if any official delegate 
wishes to move for the adoption of the 
proposal. If moved and seconded, the 
proposal is subject to discussion and 
voted. If there is no motion for ap-
proval, or if moved but not seconded, 
there can be no discussion or vote. 

(e) Discussion on any motion must be 
withheld until the motion has been 
properly seconded, except that the del-
egate making the motion is privileged, 
if he desires, to give reasons for his mo-
tion at the time of making it. To gain 
the floor for a motion or for discussion 
on a motion, the official delegate in 
the case of a motion, or anyone in case 
of discussion on a motion, shall rise, 
address the chair, give his name and 
State, and be recognized by the chair 
before proceeding further. While it is 
proper to accept motions only from of-
ficial delegates and to limit voting 
only to such delegates, it is, however, 
equally proper to accept discussion 
from anyone interested. To conserve 
time, discussion should be pointed and 
limited to the pertinent features of the 
motion. 

(f) Proposals that have not been sub-
mitted in accordance with § 147.44 will 
be considered by the conference only 
with the unanimous consent of the 
General Conference Committee. Any 
such proposals must be referred to the 
appropriate committee for consider-
ation before being presented for action 
by the conference. 

(g) Voting will be by States, and each 
official delegate, as determined by 
§ 147.45, will be allowed one vote on 
each proposal pertaining to the pro-
gram prescribed by the subpart which 
he represents. 

(h) A roll call of States for a recorded 
vote will be used when requested by a 
delegate or at the discretion of the 
chairman. 

(i) All motions on proposed changes 
shall be for adoption. 

(j) Proposed changes shall be adopted 
by a majority vote of the official dele-
gates present and voting. 

(k) The conference shall be open to 
any interested person. 

[36 FR 23121, Dec. 3, 1971, as amended at 41 
FR 48727, Nov. 5, 1976. Redesignated at 44 FR 
61586, Oct. 26, 1979] 

§ 147.48 Approval of conference rec-
ommendations by the Department. 

Proposals adopted by the official del-
egates will be recommended to the De-
partment for incorporation into the 
provisions of the NPIP. The Depart-
ment reserves the right to approve or 
disapprove the recommendations of the 
conference as an integral part of its 
sponsorship of the National Poultry 
Improvement Plan. 

PART 149—VOLUNTARY TRICHINAE 
CERTIFICATION PROGRAM 

Sec. 
149.0 Purpose and scope. 
149.1 Definitions. 
149.2 Program participation. 
149.3 Site audit. 
149.4 Spot audit. 
149.5 Offsite identification and segregation 

of certified swine. 
149.6 Slaughter facilities. 
149.7 Recordkeeping at site. 
149.8 Program fees and charges. 
149.9 Pilot program sites. 

AUTHORITY: 7 U.S.C. 1622 and 8301–8317; 21 
U.S.C. 136a; 7 CFR 2.22, 2.80, and 371.4. 

SOURCE: 73 FR 60479, Oct. 10, 2008, unless 
otherwise noted. 

§ 149.0 Purpose and scope. 
The Trichinae Certification Program 

described in this part is intended to en-
hance the ability of swine producers, as 
well as slaughter facilities and other 
persons that handle or process swine 
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