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Federal Trade Commission § 23.7 

8 See footnote 3. 
9 Under the National Stamping Act, ster-

ling silver articles or parts that contain no 
solder have a permissible tolerance of four 
parts per thousand. If the part tested con-
tains solder, the permissible tolerance is ten 
parts per thousand. For full text, see 15 
U.S.C. 294, et seq. 

10 See paragraph (c) of this section for ex-
amples of acceptable markings and descrip-
tions. 

§ 23.6 Misrepresentation as to silver 
content. 

(a) It is unfair or deceptive to mis-
represent that an industry product 
contains silver, or to misrepresent an 
industry product as having a silver 
content, plating, electroplating, or 
coating. 

(b) It is unfair or deceptive to mark, 
describe, or otherwise represent all or 
part of an industry product as ‘‘silver,’’ 
‘‘solid silver,’’ ‘‘Sterling Silver,’’ 
‘‘Sterling,’’ or the abbreviation ‘‘Ster.’’ 
unless it is at least 925/1,000ths pure sil-
ver. 

(c) It is unfair or deceptive to mark, 
describe, or otherwise represent all or 
part of an industry product as ‘‘coin’’ 
or ‘‘coin silver’’ unless it is at least 900/ 
1,000ths pure silver. 

(d) It is unfair or deceptive to mark, 
describe, or otherwise represent all or 
part of an industry product as being 
plated or coated with silver unless all 
significant surfaces of the product or 
part contain a plating or coating of sil-
ver that is of substantial thickness. 8 

(e) The provisions of this section re-
lating to markings and descriptions of 
industry products and parts thereof are 
subject to the applicable tolerances of 
the National Stamping Act or any 
amendment thereof. 9 

NOTE 1 TO § 23.6: The National Stamping 
Act provides that silverplated articles shall 
not ‘‘be stamped, branded, engraved or im-
printed with the word ‘sterling’ or the word 
‘coin,’ either alone or in conjunction with 
other words or marks.’’ 15 U.S.C. 297(a). 

NOTE 2 TO § 23.6: Exemptions recognized in 
the assay of silver industry products are list-
ed in the appendix. 

§ 23.7 Misuse of the words ‘‘platinum,’’ 
‘‘iridium,’’ ‘‘palladium,’’ ‘‘ruthe-
nium,’’ ‘‘rhodium,’’ and ‘‘osmium.’’ 

(a) It is unfair or deceptive to use the 
words ‘‘platinum,’’ ‘‘iridium,’’ ‘‘palla-
dium,’’ ‘‘ruthenium,’’ ‘‘rhodium,’’ and 
‘‘osmium,’’ or any abbreviation to 
mark or describe all or part of an in-

dustry product if such marking or de-
scription misrepresents the product’s 
true composition. The Platinum Group 
Metals (PGM) are Platinum, Iridium, 
Palladium, Ruthenium, Rhodium, and 
Osmium. 

(b) The following are examples of 
markings or descriptions that may be 
misleading: 10 

(1) Use of the word ‘‘Platinum’’ or 
any abbreviation, without qualifica-
tion, to describe all or part of an indus-
try product that is not composed 
throughout of 950 parts per thousand 
pure Platinum. 

(2) Use of the word ‘‘Platinum’’ or 
any abbreviation accompanied by a 
number indicating the parts per thou-
sand of pure Platinum contained in the 
product without mention of the num-
ber of parts per thousand of other PGM 
contained in the product, to describe 
all or part of an industry product that 
is not composed throughout of at least 
850 parts per thousand pure platinum, 
for example, ‘‘600Plat.’’ 

(3) Use of the word ‘‘Platinum’’ or 
any abbreviation thereof, to mark or 
describe any product that is not com-
posed throughout of at least 500 parts 
per thousand pure Platinum. 

(c) The following are examples of 
markings and descriptions that are not 
considered unfair or deceptive: 

(1) The following abbreviations for 
each of the PGM may be used for qual-
ity marks on articles: ‘‘Plat.’’ or ‘‘Pt.’’ 
for Platinum; ‘‘Irid.’’ or ‘‘Ir.’’ for Irid-
ium; ‘‘Pall.’’ or ‘‘Pd.’’ for Palladium; 
‘‘Ruth.’’ or ‘‘Ru.’’ for Ruthenium; 
‘‘Rhod.’’ or ‘‘Rh.’’ for Rhodium; and 
‘‘Osmi.’’ or ‘‘Os.’’ for Osmium. 

(2) An industry product consisting of 
at least 950 parts per thousand pure 
Platinum may be marked or described 
as ‘‘Platinum.’’ 

(3) An industry product consisting of 
850 parts per thousand pure Platinum, 
900 parts per thousand pure Platinum, 
or 950 parts per thousand pure Plat-
inum may be marked ‘‘Platinum,’’ pro-
vided that the Platinum marking is 
preceded by a number indicating the 
amount in parts per thousand of pure 
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Platinum (for industry products con-
sisting of 950 parts per thousand pure 
Platinum, the marking described in 
§ 23.7(b)(2) above is also appropriate). 
Thus, the following markings may be 
used: ‘‘950Pt.,’’ ‘‘950Plat.,’’ ‘‘900Pt.,’’ 
‘‘900Plat.,’’ ‘‘850Pt.,’’ or ‘‘850Plat.’’ 

(4) An industry product consisting of 
at least 950 parts per thousand PGM, 
and of at least 500 parts per thousand 
pure Platinum, may be marked ‘‘Plat-
inum,’’ provided that the mark of each 
PGM constituent is preceded by a num-
ber indicating the amount in parts per 
thousand of each PGM, as for example, 
‘‘600Pt.350Ir.,’’ ‘‘600Plat.350Irid.,’’ or 
‘‘550Pt.350Pd.50Ir.,’’ 
‘‘550Plat.350Pall.50Irid.’’ 

NOTE TO § 23.7: Exemptions recognized in 
the assay of platinum industry products are 
listed in appendix A of this part. 

[62 FR 16675, Apr. 8, 1997] 

§ 23.8 Misrepresentation as to content 
of pewter. 

(a) It is unfair or deceptive to mark, 
describe, or otherwise represent all or 
part of an industry product as ‘‘Pew-
ter’’ or any abbreviation if such mark 
or description misrepresents the prod-
uct’s true composition. 

(b) An industry product or part 
thereof may be described or marked as 
‘‘Pewter’’ or any abbreviation if it con-
sists of at least 900 parts per 1000 Grade 
A Tin, with the remainder composed of 
metals appropriate for use in pewter. 

§ 23.9 Additional guidance for the use 
of quality marks. 

As used in these guides, the term 
quality mark means any letter, figure, 
numeral, symbol, sign, word, or term, 
or any combination thereof, that has 
been stamped, embossed, inscribed, or 
otherwise placed on any industry prod-
uct and which indicates or suggests 
that any such product is composed 
throughout of any precious metal or 
any precious metal alloy or has a sur-
face or surfaces on which there has 
been plated or deposited any precious 
metal or precious metal alloy. Included 
are the words ‘‘gold,’’ ‘‘karat,’’ 
‘‘carat,’’ ‘‘silver,’’ ‘‘sterling,’’ 
‘‘vermeil,’’ ‘‘platinum,’’ ‘‘iridium,’’ 
‘‘palladium,’’ ‘‘ruthenium,’’ ‘‘rho-
dium,’’ or ‘‘osmium,’’ or any abbrevia-
tions thereof, whether used alone or in 

conjunction with the words ‘‘filled,’’ 
‘‘plated,’’ ‘‘overlay,’’ or ‘‘electro-
plated,’’ or any abbreviations thereof. 
Quality markings include those in 
which the words or terms ‘‘gold,’’ 
‘‘karat,’’ ‘‘silver,’’ ‘‘vermeil,’’ ‘‘plat-
inum’’ (or platinum group metals), or 
their abbreviations are included, either 
separately or as suffixes, prefixes, or 
syllables. 

(a) Deception as to applicability of 
marks. (1) If a quality mark on an in-
dustry product is applicable to only 
part of the product, the part of the 
product to which it is applicable (or in-
applicable) should be disclosed when, 
absent such disclosure, the location of 
the mark misrepresents the product or 
part’s true composition. 

(2) If a quality mark is applicable to 
only part of an industry product, but 
not another part which is of similar 
surface appearance, each quality mark 
should be closely accompanied by an 
identification of the part or parts to 
which the mark is applicable. 

(b) Deception by reason of difference in 
the size of letters or words in a marking or 
markings. It is unfair or deceptive to 
place a quality mark on a product in 
which the words or letters appear in 
greater size than other words or letters 
of the mark, or when different mark-
ings placed on the product have dif-
ferent applications and are in different 
sizes, when the net impression of any 
such marking would be misleading as 
to the metallic composition of all or 
part of the product. (An example of im-
proper marking would be the marking 
of a gold electroplated product with 
the word ‘‘electroplate’’ in small type 
and the word ‘‘gold’’ in larger type, 
with the result that purchasers and 
prospective purchasers of the product 
might only observe the word ‘‘gold.’’) 

NOTE 1 TO § 23.9: Legibility of markings. If 
a quality mark is engraved or stamped on an 
industry product, or is printed on a tag or 
label attached to the product, the quality 
mark should be of sufficient size type as to 
be legible to persons of normal vision, should 
be so placed as likely to be observed by pur-
chasers, and should be so attached as to re-
main thereon until consumer purchase. 

NOTE 2 TO § 23.9: Disclosure of identity of 
manufacturers, processors, or distributors. 
The National Stamping Act provides that 
any person, firm, corporation, or association, 
being a manufacturer or dealer subject to 
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