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Proclamations Proc. 8400 

overcame. The strong partnership between the United States and the Re-
public of Korea is also a proud testament to our men and women in uni-
form. 

Today we remember and honor the valor of Korean War veterans and the 
extraordinary sacrifices that they and their families made in the cause of 
peace. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, BARACK OBAMA, President of the United States of 
America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and 
the laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim July 27, 2009, as National 
Korean War Veterans Armistice Day. I call upon all Americans to observe 
this day with appropriate ceremonies and activities that honor and give 
thanks to our distinguished Korean War veterans. I also ask Federal depart-
ments and agencies and interested groups, organizations, and individuals 
to fly the flag of the United States at half-staff on July 27, 2009, in memory 
of the Americans who died as a result of their service in Korea. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this twenty-fourth 
day of July, in the year of our Lord two thousand nine, and of the Inde-
pendence of the United States of America the two hundred and thirty- 
fourth. 

BARACK OBAMA 

Proclamation 8400 of August 20, 2009 

Minority Enterprise Development Week, 2009 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 

Our Nation’s strength rests on the ingenuity and creativity of the American 
people. Across our country, almost 4 million minority-owned firms exem-
plify this spirit as they create jobs, develop new products and services, and 
promote community and economic development. The growth and expan-
sion of these businesses is an increasingly critical part of our economic re-
covery and long-term prosperity. 

At a time when too many Americans are facing extraordinary economic 
challenges, supporting the development of minority-owned enterprises will 
help accelerate the revitalization of our economy. Of the 630,000 minority- 
owned employer firms, these businesses are providing employment and 
stability to 4.7 million workers while renewing urban neighborhoods and 
rural communities. They represent a key component of future growth for 
our economy. 

Minority Enterprise Development Week is an opportunity to commemorate 
the tremendous value minority entrepreneurs and their employees bring to 
our economy and our Nation as a whole. They embody the timeless Amer-
ican values of hard work, integrity, and optimism. They also serve as role 
models to countless children who want to start their own business or reach 
their personal goals. Through their accomplishments and example, these 
leaders affirm that, with determination and commitment, every American 
can achieve his or her potential and live out their dreams. 
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NOW, THEREFORE, I, BARACK OBAMA, President of the United States of 
America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and 
laws of the United States do hereby proclaim August 23 through August 
29, 2009, as Minority Enterprise Development Week. I call upon all Ameri-
cans to celebrate this week with appropriate programs, ceremonies, and ac-
tivities to recognize the many contributions of our Nation’s minority enter-
prises. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this twentieth day 
of August, in the year of our Lord two thousand nine, and of the Independ-
ence of the United States of America the two hundred and thirty-fourth. 

BARACK OBAMA 

Proclamation 8401 of August 21, 2009 

Fiftieth Anniversary of Hawaii Statehood 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 

It is with great pride that our Nation commemorates the fiftieth anniversary 
of Statehood for Hawaii. On August 21, 1959, we welcomed Hawaii into 
the United States ohana, or family. Unified under the rule of King Kameha-
meha the Great, it was Queen Lili‘uokalani who witnessed the transition 
to a Provisional Government controlled by the United States. As a Nation, 
we honor the extensive and rich contributions of Native Hawaiian culture 
to our national character. 

Borne out of volcanic activity in the Pacific Ocean, a chain of islands 
emerged that would bear witness to some of the most extraordinary events 
in world history. From Pu‘ukohola Heiau and the royal residence at the 
‘Iolani Palace, to the USS ARIZONA Memorial and luaus that pay tribute 
to Hawaiian traditions, Americans honor the islands’ collective legacy and 
admire their natural beauty. Home to unique and endangered species, ac-
tive volcanoes, and abundant reefs, the Hawaiian islands actively conserve 
their distinctive ecosystems with responsible development and a deep-root-
ed appreciation for the land and surrounding ocean. 

The Aloha Spirit of Hawaii offers hope and opportunity for all Americans. 
Growing up in Hawaii, I learned from its diversity how different cultures 
blend together into one population—proud of their personal heritage and 
made stronger by their shared sense of community. Our youngest State, Ha-
waii faces many of the same challenges other States face throughout our 
country, and it represents the opportunity we all have to grow and learn 
from each other. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, BARACK OBAMA, President of the United States of 
America, by the virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution 
and laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim August 21, 2009, as the 
Fiftieth Anniversary of Hawaii Statehood. I call upon the people of the 
United States to observe this day with appropriate programs, ceremonies, 
and activities. 
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