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shall be flown at half-staff for the same periods at all United States embas-
sies, legations, consular offices, and other facilities abroad, including all 
military facilities and naval vessels and stations. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this twenty-sixth 
day of August, in the year of our Lord two thousand nine, and of the Inde-
pendence of the United States of America the two hundred and thirty- 
fourth. 

BARACK OBAMA 

Proclamation 8404 of August 30, 2009 

National Historically Black Colleges and Universities Week, 
2009 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 

For generations, education has opened doors to untold opportunities and 
bright futures. Through quality instruction and a personal commitment to 
hard work, young people in every part of our Nation have gone on to 
achieve success. Established by men and women of great vision, leadership, 
and clarity of purpose, Historically Black Colleges and Universities 
(HBCUs) have provided generations of Americans with opportunity, a solid 
education, and hope. 

For more than 140 years, HBCUs have released the power of knowledge to 
countless Americans. Pivotal in the Civil Rights Movement, HBCUs offer us 
a window into our Nation’s past as well as a path forward. Graduates of 
HBCUs have gone on to shape the course of American history—from W.E.B. 
DuBois and Booker T. Washington, to Langston Hughes and Thurgood Mar-
shall. Today, in twenty States, the District of Columbia, and the U.S. Virgin 
Islands, these colleges and universities are serving hundreds of thousands 
of students from every background and have contributed to the expansion 
of the African American middle class, to the growth of local communities, 
and to our Nation’s overall economy. 

This week, we celebrate the accomplishments of HBCUs and look to the 
future with conviction and optimism. These institutions will play a key 
role in reaching our ambitious national education goals, including having 
the highest proportion of college graduates in the world by 2020. As our 
Nation strives toward this goal, we invite HBCUs to employ new, innova-
tive, and ambitious strategies to help the next generation of Americans suc-
cessfully complete college and prepare themselves for the global economy. 
During National Historically Black Colleges and Universities Week, we re-
commit ourselves to never resting until equality is real, opportunity is uni-
versal, and all citizens can realize their dreams. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, BARACK OBAMA, President of the United States of 
America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and 
laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim August 30 through Sep-
tember 5, 2009, as National Historically Black Colleges and Universities 
Week. I call upon public officials, educators, and all the people of the 
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United States to observe this week with appropriate programs, ceremonies, 
and activities that acknowledge the tremendous contributions these institu-
tions and their graduates have made to our country. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this thirtieth day of 
August, in the year of our Lord two thousand nine, and of the Independ-
ence of the United States of America the two hundred and thirty-fourth. 

BARACK OBAMA 

Proclamation 8405 of August 31, 2009 

To Adjust the Rules of Origin Under the North American 
Free Trade Agreement and for Other Purposes 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 

1. In Presidential Proclamation 8097 of December 29, 2006, pursuant to the 
authority provided in section 1206(a) of the Omnibus Trade and Competi-
tiveness Act of 1988 (19 U.S.C. 3006(a)) (the ‘‘1988 Act’’), the President 
modified the Harmonized Tariff Schedule of the United States (HTS) to re-
flect amendments to the International Convention on the Harmonized Com-
modity Description and Coding System (the ‘‘Convention’’). 

2. Presidential Proclamation 6641 of December 15, 1993, implemented the 
North American Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA) with respect to the United 
States and, pursuant to the North American Free Trade Agreement Imple-
mentation Act (Public Law 103–182) (the ‘‘NAFTA Implementation Act’’), 
incorporated in the HTS the schedule of duty reductions and rules of origin 
necessary or appropriate to carry out the NAFTA. 

3. In order to ensure the continuation of the staged reductions in rates of 
duty under the NAFTA for originating goods of Mexico in HTS tariff cat-
egories that were modified to reflect amendments to the Convention, Presi-
dential Proclamation 8097 made modifications to the HTS that the Presi-
dent determined were necessary or appropriate to carry out the duty reduc-
tions proclaimed in Proclamation 6641. 

4. Canada and Mexico are parties to the Convention. Because the substance 
of changes to the Convention are reflected in slightly differing form in the 
national tariff schedules of the parties to the NAFTA, the rules of origin 
set out in that Agreement must be changed to ensure that the tariff and cer-
tain other treatment accorded under the NAFTA to originating goods will 
continue to be provided under the tariff categories that were modified in 
Proclamation 8097. The NAFTA parties, the United States, Canada, and 
Mexico, have agreed to make these changes. 

5. Section 202 of the NAFTA Implementation Act (19 U.S.C. 3332) provides 
rules for determining whether goods imported into the United States origi-
nate in the territory of a NAFTA party and thus are eligible for the tariff 
and other treatment contemplated under the NAFTA. Section 202(q) of the 
NAFTA Implementation Act (19 U.S.C. 3332(q)) authorizes the President to 
proclaim, as part of the HTS, the rules of origin set out in the NAFTA and 
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