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disapprove any Minerals Agreement 
under IMDA; and 

(2) All projections, studies, data, or 
other information concerning a Min-
erals Agreement under IMDA, regard-
less of the date received, related to— 

(i) The terms, conditions, or financial 
return to the Indian parties; 

(ii) The extent, nature, value, or dis-
position of the Indian mineral re-
sources; or 

(iii) The production, products, or pro-
ceeds thereof. 

(d) For information concerning In-
dian minerals not covered by para-
graph (c) of this section— 

(1) BLM will withhold such records as 
may be withheld under an exemption 
to FOIA when it receives a request for 
information related to tribal or Indian 
minerals held in trust or subject to re-
strictions on alienation; 

(2) BLM will notify the Indian min-
eral owner(s) identified in the records 
of the Bureau of Indian Affairs (BIA), 
and BIA, and give them a reasonable 
period of time to state objections to 
disclosure, using the standards and 
procedures of § 2.15(d) of this title, be-
fore making a decision about the appli-
cability of FOIA exemption 4 to: 

(i) Information obtained from a per-
son outside the United States Govern-
ment; when 

(ii) Following consultation with a 
submitter under § 2.15(d) of this title, 
BLM determines that the submitter 
does not have an interest in with-
holding the records that can be pro-
tected under FOIA; but 

(iii) BLM has reason to believe that 
disclosure of the information may re-
sult in commercial or financial injury 
to the Indian mineral owner(s), but is 
uncertain that such is the case. 

[63 FR 52952, Oct. 1, 1998] 

Subpart 3101—Issuance of Leases 

§ 3101.1 Lease terms and conditions. 

§ 3101.1–1 Lease form. 

A lease shall be issued only on the 
standard form approved by the Direc-
tor. 

[53 FR 17352, May 16, 1988] 

§ 3101.1–2 Surface use rights. 

A lessee shall have the right to use so 
much of the leased lands as is nec-
essary to explore for, drill for, mine, 
extract, remove and dispose of all the 
leased resource in a leasehold subject 
to: Stipulations attached to the lease; 
restrictions deriving from specific, 
nondiscretionary statutes; and such 
reasonable measures as may be re-
quired by the authorized officer to min-
imize adverse impacts to other re-
source values, land uses or users not 
addressed in the lease stipulations at 
the time operations are proposed. To 
the extent consistent with lease rights 
granted, such reasonable measures may 
include, but are not limited to, modi-
fication to siting or design of facilities, 
timing of operations, and specification 
of interim and final reclamation meas-
ures. At a minimum, measures shall be 
deemed consistent with lease rights 
granted provided that they do not: re-
quire relocation of proposed operations 
by more than 200 meters; require that 
operations be sited off the leasehold; or 
prohibit new surface disturbing oper-
ations for a period in excess of 60 days 
in any lease year. 

[53 FR 17352, May 16, 1988] 

§ 3101.1–3 Stipulations and informa-
tion notices. 

The authorized officer may require 
stipulations as conditions of lease 
issuance. Stipulations shall become 
part of the lease and shall supersede in-
consistent provisions of the standard 
lease form. Any party submitting a bid 
under subpart 3120 of this title, or an 
offer under § 3110.1(b) of this title dur-
ing the period when use of the parcel 
number is required pursuant to § 3110.5– 
1 of this title, shall be deemed to have 
agreed to stipulations applicable to the 
specific parcel as indicated in the List 
of Lands Available for Competitive 
Nominations or the Notice of Competi-
tive Lease Sale available from the 
proper BLM office. A party filing a 
noncompetitive offer in accordance 
with § 3110.1(a) of this title shall be 
deemed to have agreed to stipulations 
applicable to the specific parcel as in-
dicated in the List of Lands Available 
for Competitive Nominations or the 
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Notice of Competitive Lease Sale, un-
less the offer is withdrawn in accord-
ance with § 3110.6 of this title. An infor-
mation notice has no legal con-
sequences, except to give notice of ex-
isting requirements, and may be at-
tached to a lease by the authorized of-
ficer at the time of lease issuance to 
convey certain operational, procedural 
or administrative requirements rel-
ative to lease management within the 
terms and conditions of the standard 
lease form. Information notices shall 
not be a basis for denial of lease oper-
ations. 

[53 FR 17352, May 16, 1988, as amended at 53 
FR 22836, June 17, 1988] 

§ 3101.1–4 Modification or waiver of 
lease terms and stipulations. 

A stipulation included in an oil and 
gas lease shall be subject to modifica-
tion or waiver only if the authorized 
officer determines that the factors 
leading to its inclusion in the lease 
have changed sufficiently to make the 
protection provided by the stipulation 
no longer justified or if proposed oper-
ations would not cause unacceptable 
impacts. If the authorized officer has 
determined, prior to lease issuance, 
that a stipulation involves an issue of 
major concern to the public, modifica-
tion or waiver of the stipulation shall 
be subject to public review for at least 
a 30-day period. In such cases, the stip-
ulation shall indicate that public re-
view is required before modification or 
waiver. If subsequent to lease issuance 
the authorized officer determines that 
a modification or waiver of a lease 
term or stipulation is substantial, the 
modification or waiver shall be subject 
to public review for at least a 30-day 
period. 

[53 FR 22836, June 17, 1988; 53 FR 31958, Aug. 
22, 1988] 

§ 3101.2 Acreage limitations. 

§ 3101.2–1 Public domain lands. 
(a) No person or entity shall take, 

hold, own or control more than 246,080 
acres of Federal oil and gas leases in 
any one State at any one time. No 
more than 200,000 acres of such acres 
may be held under option. 

(b) In Alaska, the acreage that can be 
taken, held, owned or controlled is lim-

ited to 300,000 acres in the northern 
leasing district and 300,000 acres in the 
southern leasing district, of which no 
more than 200,000 acres may be held 
under option in each of the 2 leasing 
districts. The boundary between the 2 
leasing districts in Alaska begins at 
the northeast corner of the Tetlin Na-
tional Wildlife Refuge as established on 
December 2, 1980 (16 U.S.C. 3101), at a 
point on the boundary between the 
United States and Canada, then north-
westerly along the northern boundary 
of the refuge to the left limit of the 
Tanana River (63°9′38″ north latitude, 
142°20′52″ west longitude), then westerly 
along the left limit to the confluence 
of the Tanana and Yukon Rivers, and 
then along the left limit of the Yukon 
River from said confluence to its prin-
cipal southern mouth. 

[48 FR 33662, July 22, 1983, as amended at 53 
FR 17352, May 16, 1988] 

§ 3101.2–2 Acquired lands. 

An acreage limitation separate from, 
but equal to the acreage limitation for 
public domain lands described in 
§ 3101.2–1 of this title, applies to ac-
quired lands. Where the United States 
owns only a fractional interest in the 
mineral resources of the lands involved 
in a lease, only that part owned by the 
United States shall be charged as acre-
age holdings. The acreage embraced in 
a future interest lease shall not be 
charged as acreage holdings until the 
lease for the future interest becomes 
effective. 

§ 3101.2–3 Excepted acreage. 

(a) The following acreage shall not be 
included in computing accountable 
acreage: 

(1) Acreage under any lease any por-
tion of which is committed to any Fed-
erally approved unit or cooperative 
plan or communitization agreement; 

(2) Acreage under any lease for which 
royalty (including compensatory roy-
alty or royalty in-kind) was paid in the 
preceding calendar year; and 

(3) Acreage under leases subject to an 
operating, drilling or development con-
tract approved by the Secretary. 

(b) Acreage subject to offers to lease, 
overriding royalties and payments out 
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of production shall not be included in 
computing accountable acreage. 

[48 FR 33662, July 22, 1983, as amended at 53 
FR 17352, May 16, 1988; 71 FR 14823, Mar. 24, 
2006] 

§ 3101.2–4 Excess acreage. 
(a) Where, as the result of the termi-

nation or contraction of a unit or coop-
erative plan, the elimination of a lease 
from an operating, drilling or develop-
ment contract a party holds or con-
trols excess accountable acreage, said 
party shall have 90 days from that date 
to reduce the holdings to the pre-
scribed limitation and to file proof of 
the reduction in the proper BLM office. 
Where as a result of a merger or the 
purchase of the controlling interest in 
a corporation, acreage in excess of the 
amount permitted is acquired, the 
party holding the excess acreage shall 
have 180 days from the date of the 
merger or purchase to divest the excess 
acreage. If additional time is required 
to complete the divestiture of the ex-
cess acreage, a petition requesting ad-
ditional time, along with a full jus-
tification for the additional time, may 
be filed with the authorized officer 
prior to the termination of the 180-day 
period provided herein. 

(b) If any person or entity is found to 
hold accountable acreage in violation 
of the provisions of these regulations, 
lease(s) or interests therein shall be 
subject to cancellation or forfeiture in 
their entirety, until sufficient acreage 
has been eliminated to comply with the 
acreage limitation. Excess acreage or 
interest shall be cancelled in the in-
verse order of acquisition. 

[48 FR 33662, July 22, 1983, as amended at 53 
FR 17353, May 16, 1988] 

§ 3101.2–5 Computation. 
The accountable acreage of a party 

owning an undivided interest in a lease 
shall be the party’s proportionate part 
of the total lease acreage. The account-
able acreage of a party who is the bene-
ficial owner of more than 10 percent of 
the stock of a corporation which holds 
Federal oil and gas leases shall be the 
party’s proportionate part of the cor-
poration’s accountable acreage. Parties 
to a contract for development of leased 
lands and co-parties, except those oper-

ating, drilling or development con-
tracts subject to § 3101.2–3 of this title, 
shall be charged with their propor-
tionate interests in the lease. No hold-
ing of acreage in common by the same 
persons in excess of the maximum 
acreage specified in the laws for any 
one party shall be permitted. 

[48 FR 33662, July 22, 1983, as amended at 49 
FR 2113, Jan. 18, 1984; 53 FR 17353, May 16, 
1988] 

§ 3101.2–6 Showing required. 

At any time the authorized officer 
may require any lessee or operator to 
file with the Bureau of Land Manage-
ment a statement showing as of speci-
fied date the serial number and the 
date of each lease in which he/she has 
any interest, in the particular State, 
setting forth the acreage covered 
thereby. 

§ 3101.3 Leases within unit areas. 

§ 3101.3–1 Joinder evidence required. 

Before issuance of a lease for lands 
within an approved unit, the lease of-
feror shall file evidence with the proper 
BLM office of having joined in the unit 
agreement and unit operating agree-
ment or a statement giving satisfac-
tory reasons for the failure to enter 
into such agreement. If such statement 
is acceptable to the authorized officer 
the operator shall be permitted to op-
erate independently but shall be re-
quired to conform to the terms and 
provisions of the unit agreement with 
respect to such operations. 

[48 FR 33662, July 22, 1983, as amended at 53 
FR 17353, May 16, 1988] 

§ 3101.3–2 Separate leases to issue. 

A lease offer for lands partly within 
and partly outside the boundary of a 
unit shall result in separate leases, one 
for the lands within the unit, and one 
for the lands outside the unit. 

[48 FR 33662, July 22, 1983, as amended at 53 
FR 17353, May 16, 1988] 

§ 3101.4 Lands covered by application 
to close lands to mineral leasing. 

Offers filed on lands within a pending 
application to close lands to mineral 
leasing shall be suspended until the 
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segregative effect of the application is 
final. 

§ 3101.5 National Wildlife Refuge Sys-
tem lands. 

§ 3101.5–1 Wildlife refuge lands. 
(a) Wildlife refuge lands are those 

lands embraced in a withdrawal of pub-
lic domain and acquired lands of the 
United States for the protection of all 
species of wildlife within a particular 
area. Sole and complete jurisdiction 
over such lands for wildlife conserva-
tion purposes is vested in the Fish and 
Wildlife Service even though such 
lands may be subject to prior rights for 
other public purposes or, by the terms 
of the withdrawal order, may be sub-
ject to mineral leasing. 

(b) No offers for oil and gas leases 
covering wildlife refuge lands shall be 
accepted and no leases covering such 
lands shall be issued except as provided 
in § 3100.2 of this title. There shall be 
no drilling or prospecting under any 
lease heretofore or hereafter issued on 
lands within a wildlife refuge except 
with the consent and approval of the 
Secretary with the concurrence of the 
Fish and Wildlife Service as to the 
time, place and nature of such oper-
ations in order to give complete pro-
tection to wildlife populations and 
wildlife habitat on the areas leased, 
and all such operations shall be con-
ducted in accordance with the stipula-
tions of the Bureau on a form approved 
by the Director. 

§ 3101.5–2 Coordination lands. 
(a) Coordination lands are those 

lands withdrawn or acquired by the 
United States and made available to 
the States by cooperative agreements 
entered into between the Fish and 
Wildlife Service and the game commis-
sions of the various States, in accord-
ance with the Act of March 10, 1934 (48 
Stat. 401), as amended by the Act of 
August 14, 1946 (60 Stat. 1080), or by 
long-term leases or agreements be-
tween the Department of Agriculture 
and the game commissions of the var-
ious States pursuant to the Bankhead- 
Jones Farm Tenant Act (50 Stat. 525), 
as amended, where such lands were 
subsequently transferred to the De-
partment of the Interior, with the Fish 

and Wildlife Service as the custodial 
agency of the United States. 

(b) Representatives of the Bureau and 
the Fish and Wildlife Service shall, in 
cooperation with the authorized mem-
bers of the various State game com-
missions, confer for the purpose of de-
termining by agreement those coordi-
nation lands which shall not be subject 
to oil and gas leasing. Coordination 
lands not closed to oil and gas leasing 
shall be subject to leasing on the impo-
sition of such stipulations as are 
agreed upon by the State Game Com-
mission, the Fish and Wildlife Service 
and the Bureau. 

§ 3101.5–3 Alaska wildlife areas. 
No lands within a refuge in Alaska 

open to leasing shall be available until 
the Fish and Wildlife Service has first 
completed compatability determina-
tions. 

§ 3101.5–4 Stipulations. 
Leases shall be issued subject to stip-

ulations prescribed by the Fish and 
Wildlife Service as to the time, place, 
nature and condition of such oper-
ations in order to minimize impacts to 
fish and wildlife populations and habi-
tat and other refuge resources on the 
areas leased. The specific conduct of 
lease activities on any refuge lands 
shall be subject to site-specific stipula-
tions prescribed by the Fish and Wild-
life Service. 

§ 3101.6 Recreation and public pur-
poses lands. 

Under the Recreation and Public 
Purposes Act, as amended (43 U.S.C. 869 
et seq.), all lands within Recreation and 
Public Purposes leases and patents are 
subject to lease under the provisions of 
this part, subject to such conditions as 
the Secretary deems appropriate. 

§ 3101.7 Federal lands administered by 
an agency outside of the Depart-
ment of the Interior. 

§ 3101.7–1 General requirements. 
(a) Acquired lands shall be leased 

only with the consent of the surface 
managing agency, which upon receipt 
of a description of the lands from the 
authorized officer, shall report to the 
authorized officer that it consents to 
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leasing with stipulations, if any, or 
withholds consent or objects to leasing. 

(b) Public domain lands shall be 
leased only after the Bureau has con-
sulted with the surface managing agen-
cy and has provided it with a descrip-
tion of the lands, and the surface man-
aging agency has reported its rec-
ommendation to lease with stipula-
tions, if any, or not to lease to the au-
thorized officer. If consent or lack of 
objection of the surface managing 
agency is required by statute to lease 
public domain lands, the procedure in 
paragraph (a) of this section shall 
apply. 

(c) National Forest System lands 
whether acquired or reserved from the 
public domain shall not be leased over 
the objection of the Forest Service. 
The provisions of paragraph (a) of this 
section shall apply to such National 
Forest System lands. 

[53 FR 22836, June 17, 1988] 

§ 3101.7–2 Action by the Bureau of 
Land Management. 

(a) Where the surface managing agen-
cy has consented to leasing with re-
quired stipulations, and the Secretary 
decides to issue a lease, the authorized 
officer shall incorporate the stipula-
tions into any lease which it may 
issue. The authorized officer may add 
additional stipulations. 

(b) The authorized officer shall not 
issue a lease and shall reject any lease 
offer on lands to which the surface 
managing agency objects or withholds 
consent required by statute. In all 
other instances, the Secretary has the 
final authority and discretion to decide 
to issue a lease. 

(c) The authorized officer shall re-
view all recommendations and shall ac-
cept all reasonable recommendations 
of the surface managing agency. 

[48 FR 33662, July 22, 1983. Redesignated and 
amended at 53 FR 22836, June 17, 1988] 

§ 3101.7–3 Appeals. 
(a) The decision of the authorized of-

ficer to reject an offer to lease or to 
issue a lease with stipulations rec-
ommended by the surface managing 
agency may be appealed to the Interior 
Board of Land Appeals under part 4 of 
this title. 

(b) Where, as provided by statute, the 
surface managing agency has required 
that certain stipulations be included in 
a lease or has consented, or objected or 
refused to consent to leasing, any ap-
peal by an affected lease offeror shall 
be pursuant to the administrative rem-
edies provided by the particular surface 
managing agency. 

[53 FR 22837, June 17, 1988] 

§ 3101.8 State’s or charitable organiza-
tion’s ownership of surface over-
lying Federally-owned minerals. 

Where the United States has con-
veyed title to, or otherwise transferred 
the control of the surface of lands to 
any State or political subdivision, 
agency, or instrumentality thereof, or 
a college or any other educational cor-
poration or association, or a charitable 
or religious corporation or association, 
with reservation of the oil and gas 
rights to the United States, such party 
shall be given an opportunity to sug-
gest any lease stipulations deemed nec-
essary for the protection of existing 
surface improvements or uses, to set 
forth the facts supporting the necessity 
of the stipulations and also to file any 
objections it may have to the issuance 
of a lease. Where a party controlling 
the surface opposes the issuance of a 
lease or wishes to place such restric-
tive stipulations upon the lease that it 
could not be operated upon or become 
part of a drilling unit and hence is 
without mineral value, the facts sub-
mitted in support of the opposition or 
request for restrictive stipulations 
shall be given consideration and each 
case decided on its merits. The opposi-
tion to lease or necessity for restric-
tive stipulations expressed by the 
party controlling the surface affords no 
legal basis or authority to refuse to 
issue the lease or to issue the lease 
with the requested restrictive stipula-
tions for the reserved minerals in the 
lands; in such case, the final deter-
mination whether to issue and with 
what stipulations, or not to issue the 
lease depends upon whether or not the 
interests of the United States would 
best be served by the issuance of the 
lease. 

[48 FR 33662, July 22, 1983, as amended at 49 
FR 2113, Jan. 18, 1984; 53 FR 22837, June 17, 
1988] 
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