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track segment ‘‘pending for decision’’ 
under this paragraph, until a final FRA 
determination is made. 

(c) If a track segment qualifies for re-
moval from the PTCIP under para-
graphs (b)(1) and (b)(2) of this section 
but does not meet the test of paragraph 
(b)(3) of this section, the railroad may 
nevertheless request that the PTCIP be 
amended to remove the track segment 
based upon compensating reductions in 
the risk related to PTC-preventable ac-
cidents based on installation of PTC 
technology on one or more track seg-
ments not otherwise required to be 
equipped. Upon a proper showing that 
the increment of risk reduction is at 
least as great on the substitute line as 
it would be on the line sought to be ex-
cluded from the PTCIP, FRA may ap-
prove the substitution. 

[75 FR 59117, Sept. 27, 2010] 

EFFECTIVE DATE NOTE: At 75 FR 59117, 
Sept. 27, 2010, § 236.1020 was added, effective 
November 26, 2010. 

§ 236.1021 Discontinuances, material 
modifications, and amendments. 

(a) No changes, as defined by this sec-
tion, to a PTC system, PTCIP, PTCDP, 
or PTCSP, shall be made unless: 

(1) The railroad files a request for 
amendment (‘‘RFA’’) to the applicable 
PTCIP, PTCDP, or PTCSP with the As-
sociate Administrator; and 

(2) The Associate Administrator ap-
proves the RFA. 

(b) After approval of an RFA in ac-
cordance with paragraph (a) of this sec-
tion, the railroad shall immediately 
adopt and comply with the amend-
ment. 

(c) In lieu of a separate filing under 
part 235 of this chapter, a railroad may 
request approval of a discontinuance or 
material modification of a signal or 
train control system by filing an RFA 
to its PTCIP, PTCDP, or PTCSP with 
the Associate Administrator. 

(d) An RFA made in accordance with 
this section will not be approved by 
FRA unless the request includes: 

(1) The information listed in § 235.10 
of this chapter and the railroad pro-
vides FRA upon request any additional 
information necessary to evaluate the 
RFA (see § 235.12), including: 

(2) The proposed modifications; 
(3) The reasons for each modification; 

(4) The changes to the PTCIP, 
PTCDP, or PTCSP, as applicable; 

(5) Each modification’s effect on PTC 
system safety; 

(6) An approximate timetable for fil-
ing of the PTCDP, PTCSP, or both, if 
the amendment pertains to a PTCIP; 
and 

(7) An explanation of whether each 
change to the PTCSP is planned or un-
planned. 

(i) Unplanned changes that affect the 
Type Approval’s PTCDP require sub-
mission and approval in accordance 
with § 236.1013 of a new PTCDP, fol-
lowed by submission and approval in 
accordance with § 236.1015 of a new 
PTCSP for the PTC system. 

(ii) Unplanned changes that do not 
affect the Type Approval’s PTCDP re-
quire submission and approval of a new 
PTCSP. 

(iii) Unplanned changes are changes 
affecting system safety that have not 
been documented in the PTCSP. The 
impact of unplanned changes on PTC 
system safety has not yet been deter-
mined. 

(iv) Planned changes may be imple-
mented after they have undergone suit-
able regression testing to demonstrate, 
to the satisfaction of the Associate Ad-
ministrator, they have been correctly 
implemented and their implementation 
does not degrade safety. 

(v) Planned changes are changes af-
fecting system safety in the PTCSP 
and have been included in all required 
analysis under § 236.1015. The impact of 
these changes on the PTC system’s 
safety has been incorporated as an in-
tegral part of the approved PTCSP 
safety analysis. 

(e) If the RFA includes a request for 
approval of a discontinuance or mate-
rial modification of a signal or train 
control system, FRA will publish a no-
tice in the FEDERAL REGISTER of the 
application and will invite public com-
ment in accordance with part 211 of 
this chapter. 

(f) When considering the RFA, FRA 
will review the issue of the discontinu-
ance or material modification and de-
termine whether granting the request 
is in the public interest and consistent 
with railroad safety, taking into con-
sideration all changes in the method of 
operation and system functionalities, 
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both within normal PTC system avail-
ability and in the case of a system 
failed state (unavailable), con-
templated in conjunction with installa-
tion of the PTC system. The railroad 
submitting the RFA must, at FRA’s re-
quest, perform field testing in accord-
ance with § 236.1035 or engage in 
Verification and Validation in accord-
ance with § 236.1017. 

(g) FRA may issue at its discretion a 
new Type Approval number for a PTC 
system modified under this section. 

(h) Changes requiring filing of an RFA. 
Except as provided by paragraph (i), an 
RFA shall be filed to request the fol-
lowing: 

(1) Discontinuance of a PTC system, 
or other similar appliance or device; 

(2) Decrease of the PTC system’s lim-
its (e.g., exclusion or removal of a PTC 
system on a track segment); 

(3) Modification of a safety critical 
element of a PTC system; or 

(4) Modification of a PTC system that 
affects the safety critical functionality 
of any other PTC system with which it 
interoperates. 

(i) Discontinuances not requiring the 
filing of an RFA. It is not necessary to 
file an RFA for the following 
discontinuances: 

(1) Removal of a PTC system from 
track approved for abandonment by 
formal proceeding; 

(2) Removal of PTC devices used to 
provide protection against unusual 
contingencies such as landslide, burned 
bridge, high water, high and wide load, 
or tunnel protection when the unusual 
contingency no longer exists; 

(3) Removal of the PTC devices that 
are used on a movable bridge that has 
been permanently closed by the formal 
approval of another government agen-
cy and is mechanically secured in the 
closed position for rail traffic; or 

(4) Removal of the PTC system from 
service for a period not to exceed 6 
months that is necessitated by cata-
strophic occurrence such as derail-
ment, flood, fire, or hurricane, or 
earthquake. 

(j) Changes not requiring the filing of 
an RFA. When the resultant change to 
the PTC system will comply with an 
approved PTCSP of this part, it is not 
necessary to file for approval to de-

crease the limits of a system when it 
involves the: 

(1) Decrease of the limits of a PTC 
system when interlocked switches, de-
rails, or movable-point frogs are not in-
volved; 

(2) Removal of an electric or mechan-
ical lock, or signal used in lieu thereof, 
from hand-operated switch in a PTC 
system where train speed over such 
switch does not exceed 20 miles per 
hour, and use of those devices has not 
been part of the considerations for ap-
proval of a PTCSP; or 

(3) Removal of an electric or mechan-
ical lock, or signal used in lieu thereof, 
from a hand-operated switch in a PTC 
system where trains are not permitted 
to clear the main track at such switch 
and use of those devices has not been a 
part of the considerations for approval 
of a PTCSP. 

(k) Modifications not requiring the fil-
ing of an RFA. When the resultant ar-
rangement will comply with an ap-
proved PTCSP of this part, it is not 
necessary to file an application for ap-
proval of the following modifications: 

(1) A modification that is required to 
comply with an order of the Federal 
Railroad Administration or any section 
of part 236 of this title; 

(2) Installation of devices used to pro-
vide protection against unusual contin-
gencies such as landslide, burned 
bridges, high water, high and wide 
loads, or dragging equipment; 

(3) Elimination of existing track 
other than a second main track; 

(4) Extension or shortening of a pass-
ing siding; or 

(5) The temporary or permanent ar-
rangement of existing systems neces-
sitated by highway-rail grade separa-
tion construction. Temporary arrange-
ments shall be removed within six 
months following completion of con-
struction. 

§ 236.1023 Errors and malfunctions. 

(a) Each railroad implementing a 
PTC system on its property shall es-
tablish and continually update a PTC 
Product Vendor List (PTCPVL) that 
includes all vendors and suppliers of 
each PTC system, subsystem, compo-
nent, and associated product, and proc-
ess in use system-wide. The PTCPVL 
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