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assent to the forfeiture of the prohib-
ited eggs, the port director shall pro-
ceed to forfeit them under the provi-
sions of the tariff act applicable to sei-
zure and forfeiture of merchandise val-
ued at less than $2,500. 

[28 FR 14710, Dec. 31, 1963, as amended by 
T.D. 66–68, 31 FR 5358, Apr. 5, 1966; T.D. 78–99, 
43 FR 13060, Mar. 29, 1978; T.D. 82–145, 47 FR 
35476, Aug. 16, 1982; T.D. 89–1, 53 FR 51253, 
Dec. 21, 1988; T.D. 97–82, 62 FR 51770, Oct. 3, 
1997] 

§ 12.30 Whaling. 

The importation and exportation of 
whales or whale products taken or 
processed in violation of the Inter-
national Convention for the Regulation 
of Whaling signed at Washington under 
date of December 2, 1946 (Publication 
No. 3383, Department of State, Whaling 
Convention), or of the Whaling Conven-
tion Act of 1949 (16 U.S.C. 916 through 
916(1)), or of any regulation issued 
under the Act (50 CFR part 351) is un-
lawful. Customs officers and employees 
shall perform all functions required of 
them by the above-mentioned conven-
tion, law and regulation. 

[T.D. 89–1, 53 FR 51253, Dec. 21, 1988] 

§ 12.31 Plant pests. 

The importation in a live state of in-
sects which are injurious to cultivated 
crops, including vegetables, field crops, 
bush fruits, and orchard, forest or 
shade trees, and of the eggs, pupae, or 
larvae of such insects, except for sci-
entific purposes under regulations pre-
scribed by the Secretary of Agri-
culture, is prohibited. All packages 
containing live insects or their eggs, 
pupae, or larvae arriving from abroad, 
unless accompanied by a permit issued 
by the Department of Agriculture, 
shall be detained and submitted to the 
U.S. Department of Agriculture, Ani-
mal and Plant Health Inspection Serv-
ice, Plant Protection and Quarantine 
Programs of that Department for in-
spection and determination of their ad-
missibility into the United States. 

[28 FR 14710, Dec. 31, 1963, as amended by 
T.D. 78–99, 43 FR 13060, Mar. 29, 1978; T.D. 82– 
145, 47 FR 35476, Aug. 16, 1982; T.D. 89–1, 53 FR 
51253, Dec. 21, 1988] 

§ 12.32 Honeybees and honeybee 
semen. 

(a) Honeybees from any country may 
be imported into the U.S. by the De-
partment of Agriculture for experi-
mental or scientific purposes. All other 
importations of honeybees are prohib-
ited except those from a country which 
the Secretary of Agriculture has deter-
mined to be free of diseases dangerous 
to honeybees. 

(b) Honeybee semen may be imported 
into the U.S. only from countries de-
termined by the Secretary of Agri-
culture to be free of undesirable honey-
bees, and which take adequate pre-
cautions to prevent the importation of 
undersirable honeybees and their 
semen. 

(c) The importation of honeybees and 
honeybee semen is governed by joint 
regulations of the Secretary of Agri-
culture and the Secretary of the Treas-
ury published in Treasury Decisions 
and the FEDERAL REGISTER from time 
to time. 

[T.D. 85–3, 50 FR 1044, Jan. 9, 1985, as amend-
ed by T.D. 89–1, 53 FR 51253, Dec. 21, 1988] 

TEA 

§ 12.33 Importation of tea; entry; exam-
ination for customs purposes. 

(a) The importation of any merchan-
dise as tea which is inferior in purity, 
quality, and fitness for consumption to 
the standards prescribed by the Act of 
March 2, 1897, as amended (21 U.S.C. 41 
through 50), is prohibited. Customs of-
ficers and employees shall perform all 
duties required of them by the said act 
and regulations. 

(b) The importation of tea is subject 
also to the provisions of the Federal 
Food, Drug, and Cosmetic Act and the 
regulations thereunder. See §§ 12.1 to 
12.5. 

(c) [Reserved] 
(d) The port director may order such 

an examination of packages containing 
tea as will satisfy him that no dutiable 
goods are packed therein. For this pur-
pose the customary designation shall 
be made of packages for examination 
in public stores. 

(e) If the invoice has not been re-
ceived, the importer may use an addi-
tional copy of the chop list and release 
permit required by the regulations of 
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