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20 CFR Ch. I (4–1–11 Edition) § 10.422 

§ 10.422 May compensation payments 
be issued in a lump sum? 

(a) In exercise of the discretion af-
forded under 5 U.S.C. 8135(a), OWCP has 
determined that lump-sum payments 
will not be made to persons entitled to 
wage-loss benefits (that is, those pay-
able under 5 U.S.C. 8105 and 8106). 
Therefore, when OWCP receives re-
quests for lump-sum payments for 
wage-loss benefits, OWCP will not exer-
cise further discretion in the matter. 
This determination is based on several 
factors, including: 

(1) The purpose of the FECA, which is 
to replace lost wages; 

(2) The prudence of providing wage- 
loss benefits on a regular, recurring 
basis; and 

(3) The high cost of the long-term 
borrowing that is needed to pay out 
large lump sums. 

(b) However, a lump-sum payment 
may be made to an employee entitled 
to a schedule award under 5 U.S.C. 8107 
where OWCP determines that such a 
payment is in the employee’s best in-
terest. Lump-sum payments of sched-
ule awards generally will be considered 
in the employee’s best interest only 
where the employee does not rely upon 
compensation payments as a substitute 
for lost wages (that is, the employee is 
working or is receiving annuity pay-
ments). An employee possesses no abso-
lute right to a lump-sum payment of 
benefits payable under 5 U.S.C. 8107. 

(c) Lump-sum payments to surviving 
spouses are addressed in 5 U.S.C. 
8135(b). 

§ 10.423 May compensation payments 
be assigned to, or attached by, 
creditors? 

(a) As a general rule, compensation 
and claims for compensation are ex-
empt from the claims of private credi-
tors. This rule does not apply to claims 
submitted by Federal agencies. Fur-
ther, any attempt by a FECA bene-
ficiary to assign his or her claim is null 
and void. However, pursuant to provi-
sions of the Social Security Act, 42 
U.S.C. 659, and regulations issued by 
the Office of Personnel Management 
(OPM) at 5 CFR part 581, FECA bene-
fits, including survivor’s benefits, may 
be garnished to collect overdue ali-
mony and child support payments. 

(b) Garnishment for child support 
and alimony may be requested by pro-
viding a copy of the State agency or 
court order to the district office han-
dling the FECA claim. 

§ 10.424 May someone other than the 
beneficiary be designated to receive 
compensation payments? 

A beneficiary may be incapable of 
managing or directing the manage-
ment of his or her benefits because of a 
mental or physical disability, or be-
cause of legal incompetence, or because 
he or she is under 18 years of age. In 
this situation, absent the appointment 
of a guardian or other party to manage 
the financial affairs of the claimant by 
a court or administrative body author-
ized to do so, OWCP in its sole discre-
tion may approve a person to serve as 
the representative payee for funds due 
the beneficiary. 

§ 10.425 May compensation be claimed 
for periods of restorable leave? 

The employee may claim compensa-
tion for periods of annual and sick 
leave which are restorable in accord-
ance with the rules of the employing 
agency. Forms CA–7a and CA–7b are 
used for this purpose. 

OVERPAYMENTS 

§ 10.430 How does OWCP notify an in-
dividual of a payment made? 

(a) In addition to providing narrative 
descriptions to recipients of benefits 
paid or payable, OWCP includes on 
each periodic check a clear indication 
of the period for which payment is 
being made. A form is sent to the re-
cipient with each supplemental check 
which states the date and amount of 
the payment and the period for which 
payment is being made. For payments 
sent by electronic funds transfer 
(EFT), a notification of the date and 
amount of payment appears on the 
statement from the recipient’s finan-
cial institution. 

(b) By these means, OWCP puts the 
recipient on notice that a payment was 
made and the amount of the payment. 
If the amount received differs from the 
amount indicated on the written notice 
or bank statement, the recipient is re-
sponsible for notifying OWCP of the 
difference. Absent affirmative evidence 
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