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written comment before the procedures 
and any major revisions to existing 
procedures are adopted. The State shall 
provide copies of the approved public 
involvement process document(s) to 
the FHWA and the FTA for informa-
tional purposes. 

(b) The State shall provide for non- 
metropolitan local official participa-
tion in the development of the long- 
range statewide transportation plan 
and the STIP. The State shall have a 
documented process(es) for consulting 
with non-metropolitan local officials 
representing units of general purpose 
local government and/or local officials 
with responsibility for transportation 
that is separate and discrete from the 
public involvement process and pro-
vides an opportunity for their partici-
pation in the development of the long- 
range statewide transportation plan 
and the STIP. Although the FHWA and 
the FTA shall not review or approve 
this consultation process(es), copies of 
the process document(s) shall be pro-
vided to the FHWA and the FTA for in-
formational purposes. 

(1) At least once every five years (as 
of February 24, 2006), the State shall re-
view and solicit comments from non- 
metropolitan local officials and other 
interested parties for a period of not 
less than 60 calendar days regarding 
the effectiveness of the consultation 
process and any proposed changes. A 
specific request for comments shall be 
directed to the State association of 
counties, State municipal league, re-
gional planning agencies, or directly to 
non-metropolitan local officials. 

(2) The State, at its discretion, shall 
be responsible for determining whether 
to adopt any proposed changes. If a 
proposed change is not adopted, the 
State shall make publicly available its 
reasons for not accepting the proposed 
change, including notification to non- 
metropolitan local officials or their as-
sociations. 

(c) For each area of the State under 
the jurisdiction of an Indian Tribal 
government, the State shall develop 
the long-range statewide transpor-
tation plan and STIP in consultation 
with the Tribal government and the 
Secretary of Interior. States shall, to 
the extent practicable, develop a docu-
mented process(es) that outlines roles, 

responsibilities, and key decision 
points for consulting with Indian Trib-
al governments and Federal land man-
agement agencies in the development 
of the long-range statewide transpor-
tation plan and the STIP. 

§ 450.212 Transportation planning 
studies and project development. 

(a) Pursuant to section 1308 of the 
Transportation Equity Act for the 21st 
Century, TEA–21 (Pub. L. 105–178), a 
State(s), MPO(s), or public transpor-
tation operator(s) may undertake a 
multimodal, systems-level corridor or 
subarea planning study as part of the 
statewide transportation planning 
process. To the extent practicable, de-
velopment of these transportation 
planning studies shall involve con-
sultation with, or joint efforts among, 
the State(s), MPO(s), and/or public 
transportation operator(s). The results 
or decisions of these transportation 
planning studies may be used as part of 
the overall project development proc-
ess consistent with the National Envi-
ronmental Policy Act (NEPA) of 1969 
(42 U.S.C. 4321 et seq.) and associated 
implementing regulations (23 CFR part 
771 and 40 CFR parts 1500–1508). Specifi-
cally, these corridor or subarea studies 
may result in producing any of the fol-
lowing for a proposed transportation 
project: 

(1) Purpose and need or goals and ob-
jective statement(s); 

(2) General travel corridor and/or 
general mode(s) definition (e.g., high-
way, transit, or a highway/transit com-
bination); 

(3) Preliminary screening of alter-
natives and elimination of unreason-
able alternatives; 

(4) Basic description of the environ-
mental setting; and/or 

(5) Preliminary identification of en-
vironmental impacts and environ-
mental mitigation. 

(b) Publicly available documents or 
other source material produced by, or 
in support of, the transportation plan-
ning process described in this subpart 
may be incorporated directly or by ref-
erence into subsequent NEPA docu-
ments, in accordance with 40 CFR 
1502.21, if: 
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(1) The NEPA lead agencies agree 
that such incorporation will aid in es-
tablishing or evaluating the purpose 
and need for the Federal action, rea-
sonable alternatives, cumulative or 
other impacts on the human and nat-
ural environment, or mitigation of 
these impacts; and 

(2) The systems-level, corridor, or 
subarea planning study is conducted 
with: 

(i) Involvement of interested State, 
local, Tribal, and Federal agencies; 

(ii) Public review; 
(iii) Reasonable opportunity to com-

ment during the statewide transpor-
tation planning process and develop-
ment of the corridor or subarea plan-
ning study; 

(iv) Documentation of relevant deci-
sions in a form that is identifiable and 
available for review during the NEPA 
scoping process and can be appended to 
or referenced in the NEPA document; 
and 

(v) The review of the FHWA and the 
FTA, as appropriate. 

(c) By agreement of the NEPA lead 
agencies, the above integration may be 
accomplished through tiering (as de-
scribed in 40 CFR 1502.20), incor-
porating the subarea or corridor plan-
ning study into the draft Environ-
mental Impact Statement or Environ-
mental Assessment, or other means 
that the NEPA lead agencies deem ap-
propriate. Additional information to 
further explain the linkages between 
the transportation planning and 
project development/NEPA processes is 
contained in Appendix A to this part, 
including an explanation that is non- 
binding guidance material. 

§ 450.214 Development and content of 
the long-range statewide transpor-
tation plan. 

(a) The State shall develop a long- 
range statewide transportation plan, 
with a minimum 20-year forecast pe-
riod at the time of adoption, that pro-
vides for the development and imple-
mentation of the multimodal transpor-
tation system for the State. The long- 
range statewide transportation plan 
shall consider and include, as applica-
ble, elements and connections between 
public transportation, non-motorized 
modes, rail, commercial motor vehicle, 

waterway, and aviation facilities, par-
ticularly with respect to intercity 
travel. 

(b) The long-range statewide trans-
portation plan should include capital, 
operations and management strategies, 
investments, procedures, and other 
measures to ensure the preservation 
and most efficient use of the existing 
transportation system. The long-range 
statewide transportation plan may 
consider projects and strategies that 
address areas or corridors where cur-
rent or projected congestion threatens 
the efficient functioning of key ele-
ments of the State’s transportation 
system. 

(c) The long-range statewide trans-
portation plan shall reference, summa-
rize, or contain any applicable short- 
range planning studies; strategic plan-
ning and/or policy studies; transpor-
tation needs studies; management sys-
tems reports; emergency relief and dis-
aster preparedness plans; and any 
statements of policies, goals, and ob-
jectives on issues (e.g., transportation, 
safety, economic development, social 
and environmental effects, or energy) 
that were relevant to the development 
of the long-range statewide transpor-
tation plan. 

(d) The long-range statewide trans-
portation plan should include a safety 
element that incorporates or summa-
rizes the priorities, goals, counter-
measures, or projects contained in the 
Strategic Highway Safety Plan re-
quired by 23 U.S.C. 148. 

(e) The long-range statewide trans-
portation plan should include a secu-
rity element that incorporates or sum-
marizes the priorities, goals, or 
projects set forth in other transit safe-
ty and security planning and review 
processes, plans, and programs, as ap-
propriate. 

(f) Within each metropolitan area of 
the State, the long-range statewide 
transportation plan shall be developed 
in cooperation with the affected MPOs. 

(g) For non-metropolitan areas, the 
long-range statewide transportation 
plan shall be developed in consultation 
with affected non-metropolitan offi-
cials with responsibility for transpor-
tation using the State’s consultation 
process(es) established under 
§ 450.210(b). 
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