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to violence and dangerous behavior and to lead the next generation of 
Americans toward a brighter future. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, BARACK OBAMA, President of the United States of 
America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and 
the laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim April 8, 2010, as Na-
tional D.A.R.E. Day. I call upon all Americans to observe this day with ap-
propriate programs and activities. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this eighth day of 
April, in the year of our Lord two thousand ten, and of the Independence 
of the United States of America the two hundred and thirty-fourth. 

BARACK OBAMA 

Proclamation 8495 of April 9, 2010 

Pan American Day and Pan American Week, 2010 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 

More than 200 years of history and significant current events have rein-
forced the strong bonds of friendship and common purpose among the na-
tions and people of the Americas. The year 2010 marks the 80th anniver-
sary of the first Pan American Day Proclamation; the centennial anniver-
sary of the dedication of the Organization of American States’ headquarters, 
the Pan American Union Building; and the bicentennials of four of our fel-
low republics: Argentina, Colombia, Mexico, and Chile. 

These milestones remind us of our shared histories of independence and 
interdependence, and of our long and arduous journeys toward the just, 
free, inclusive, and prosperous nations our founders envisioned. My Ad-
ministration is committed to building strong partnerships in the Americas. 
We are focused on supporting social and economic opportunity, ensuring 
the safety of our citizens, strengthening democratic institutions and ac-
countability, and building a secure and clean energy future. This is the 
message members of the Administration are carrying with them throughout 
the Americas, and the United States will focus on these principles as we 
partner with friends and neighbors across the Americas. 

Our combined response to this year’s devastating earthquakes in Haiti and 
Chile demonstrates the enduring strength of Pan American solidarity. As 
we mourn these tragic losses of life, hope prevails in our hemisphere’s ex-
traordinary assistance to the Haitian and Chilean peoples. The United 
States will continue to support these reconstruction efforts. 

As we commemorate this year’s special anniversaries and take note of our 
combined rescue and relief efforts, let us reaffirm the vision President 
Franklin Delano Roosevelt expressed at the 1936 Inter-American Con-
ference for the Maintenance of Peace: ‘‘We took from our ancestors a great 
dream. We here offer it back as a great unified reality.’’ Once again, we 
stand ready to usher in a new era of cooperation to advance the security, 
prosperity, and liberty of all our peoples. 
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NOW, THEREFORE, I, BARACK OBAMA, President of the United States of 
America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and 
the laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim April 14, 2010, as Pan 
American Day and April 11 through 17 as Pan American Week. I urge the 
Governors of the 50 States, the Governor of the Commonwealth of Puerto 
Rico, and the officials of other areas under the flag of the United States of 
America to honor these observances with appropriate ceremonies and ac-
tivities. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this ninth day of 
April, in the year of our Lord two thousand ten, and of the Independence 
of the United States of America the two hundred and thirty-fourth. 

BARACK OBAMA 

Proclamation 8496 of April 9, 2010 

National Former Prisoner of War Recognition Day, 2010 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 

Our Nation’s former prisoners of war faced tremendous challenges and dan-
gers to protect us all. Many gave their last full measure of devotion to de-
fend our freedom, and we are forever in their debt. Each year, on National 
Former Prisoner of War Recognition Day, the American people pay tribute 
to these heroes. 

Through multiple wars, thousands of American service members have 
faced unimaginable cruelty and unspeakable treatment at the hands of for-
eign captors. Many sacrificed their own well-being to protect their fellow 
prisoners, the war effort, and our country. The families suffered as well, 
unsure of their loved ones’ fates, just as the captured warriors were unsure 
of what the next day would bring. Not all of these courageous men and 
women, who persevered bravely and sometimes alone, are prominently 
noted in our history books. Yet, their stories are etched in our national con-
science, and their courage is enshrined in the tradition of honor and brav-
ery that is the mark of our Armed Forces. 

America’s former prisoners of war gave their freedom so that we can enjoy 
our own. We may never know the full extent of injuries received nor bur-
dens borne by these heroes and their families, but neither shall we forget 
their selfless sacrifice and unshakeable resolve. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, BARACK OBAMA, President of the United States of 
America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and 
the laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim April 9, 2010, as Na-
tional Former Prisoner of War Recognition Day. I call upon all Americans 
to observe this day of remembrance by honoring our service members, vet-
erans, and all American prisoners of war. I also call upon Federal, State, 
and local government officials and organizations to observe this day with 
appropriate ceremonies and activities. 
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