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standard conditions. Standard condi-
tions refers to 60 °F and 14.7 psia (15.6 
°C and one atmosphere) of gas. 

[35 FR 13257, Aug. 19, 1970, as amended by 
Amdt. 192–62, 54 FR 5628, Feb. 6, 1989; Amdt. 
192–85, 63 FR 37502, July 13, 1998] 

Subpart D—Design of Pipeline 
Components 

§ 192.141 Scope. 
This subpart prescribes minimum re-

quirements for the design and installa-
tion of pipeline components and facili-
ties. In addition, it prescribes require-
ments relating to protection against 
accidental overpressuring. 

§ 192.143 General requirements. 
(a) Each component of a pipeline 

must be able to withstand operating 
pressures and other anticipated load-
ings without impairment of its service-
ability with unit stresses equivalent to 
those allowed for comparable material 
in pipe in the same location and kind 
of service. However, if design based 
upon unit stresses is impractical for a 
particular component, design may be 
based upon a pressure rating estab-
lished by the manufacturer by pressure 
testing that component or a prototype 
of the component. 

(b) The design and installation of 
pipeline components and facilities 
must meet applicable requirements for 
corrosion control found in subpart I of 
this part. 

[Amdt. 48, 49 FR 19824, May 10, 1984 as 
amended at 72 FR 20059, Apr. 23, 2007] 

§ 192.144 Qualifying metallic compo-
nents. 

Notwithstanding any requirement of 
this subpart which incorporates by ref-
erence an edition of a document listed 
in § 192.7 or Appendix B of this part, a 
metallic component manufactured in 
accordance with any other edition of 
that document is qualified for use 
under this part if— 

(a) It can be shown through visual in-
spection of the cleaned component that 
no defect exists which might impair 
the strength or tightness of the compo-
nent; and 

(b) The edition of the document 
under which the component was manu-

factured has equal or more stringent 
requirements for the following as an 
edition of that document currently or 
previously listed in § 192.7 or appendix 
B of this part: 

(1) Pressure testing; 
(2) Materials; and 
(3) Pressure and temperature ratings. 

[Amdt. 192–45, 48 FR 30639, July 5, 1983, as 
amended by Amdt. 192–94, 69 FR 32894, June 
14, 2004] 

§ 192.145 Valves. 

(a) Except for cast iron and plastic 
valves, each valve must meet the min-
imum requirements of API 6D (incor-
porated by reference, see § 192.7), or to a 
national or international standard that 
provides an equivalent performance 
level. A valve may not be used under 
operating conditions that exceed the 
applicable pressure-temperature rat-
ings contained in those requirements. 

(b) Each cast iron and plastic valve 
must comply with the following: 

(1) The valve must have a maximum 
service pressure rating for tempera-
tures that equal or exceed the max-
imum service temperature. 

(2) The valve must be tested as part 
of the manufacturing, as follows: 

(i) With the valve in the fully open 
position, the shell must be tested with 
no leakage to a pressure at least 1.5 
times the maximum service rating. 

(ii) After the shell test, the seat must 
be tested to a pressure not less than 1.5 
times the maximum service pressure 
rating. Except for swing check valves, 
test pressure during the seat test must 
be applied successively on each side of 
the closed valve with the opposite side 
open. No visible leakage is permitted. 

(iii) After the last pressure test is 
completed, the valve must be operated 
through its full travel to demonstrate 
freedom from interference. 

(c) Each valve must be able to meet 
the anticipated operating conditions. 

(d) No valve having shell (body, bon-
net, cover, and/or end flange) compo-
nents made of ductile iron may be used 
at pressures exceeding 80 percent of the 
pressure ratings for comparable steel 
valves at their listed temperature. 
However, a valve having shell compo-
nents made of ductile iron may be used 
at pressures up to 80 percent of the 
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pressure ratings for comparable steel 
valves at their listed temperature, if: 

(1) The temperature-adjusted service 
pressure does not exceed 1,000 p.s.i. (7 
Mpa) gage; and 

(2) Welding is not used on any ductile 
iron component in the fabrication of 
the valve shells or their assembly. 

(e) No valve having shell (body, bon-
net, cover, and/or end flange) compo-
nents made of cast iron, malleable 
iron, or ductile iron may be used in the 
gas pipe components of compressor sta-
tions. 

[35 FR 13257, Aug. 19, 1970, as amended by 
Amdt. 192–62, 54 FR 5628, Feb. 6, 1989; Amdt. 
192–85, 63 FR 37502, July 13, 1998; Amdt. 192– 
94, 69 FR 32894, June 14, 2004; Amdt. 192–114, 
75 FR 48603, Aug. 11, 2010] 

§ 192.147 Flanges and flange acces-
sories. 

(a) Each flange or flange accessory 
(other than cast iron) must meet the 
minimum requirements of ASME/ANSI 
B16.5, MSS SP–44, or the equivalent. 

(b) Each flange assembly must be 
able to withstand the maximum pres-
sure at which the pipeline is to be oper-
ated and to maintain its physical and 
chemical properties at any tempera-
ture to which it is anticipated that it 
might be subjected in service. 

(c) Each flange on a flanged joint in 
cast iron pipe must conform in dimen-
sions, drilling, face and gasket design 
to ASME/ANSI B16.1 and be cast inte-
grally with the pipe, valve, or fitting. 

[35 FR 13257, Aug. 19, 1970, as amended by 
Amdt. 192–62, 54 FR 5628, Feb. 6, 1989; 58 FR 
14521, Mar. 18, 1993] 

§ 192.149 Standard fittings. 
(a) The minimum metal thickness of 

threaded fittings may not be less than 
specified for the pressures and tem-
peratures in the applicable standards 
referenced in this part, or their equiva-
lent. 

(b) Each steel butt-welding fitting 
must have pressure and temperature 
ratings based on stresses for pipe of the 
same or equivalent material. The ac-
tual bursting strength of the fitting 
must at least equal the computed 
bursting strength of pipe of the des-
ignated material and wall thickness, as 
determined by a prototype that was 
tested to at least the pressure required 

for the pipeline to which it is being 
added. 

§ 192.150 Passage of internal inspec-
tion devices. 

(a) Except as provided in paragraphs 
(b) and (c) of this section, each new 
transmission line and each replace-
ment of line pipe, valve, fitting, or 
other line component in a transmission 
line must be designed and constructed 
to accommodate the passage of instru-
mented internal inspection devices. 

(b) This section does not apply to: (1) 
Manifolds; 

(2) Station piping such as at com-
pressor stations, meter stations, or 
regulator stations; 

(3) Piping associated with storage fa-
cilities, other than a continuous run of 
transmission line between a com-
pressor station and storage facilities; 

(4) Cross-overs; 
(5) Sizes of pipe for which an instru-

mented internal inspection device is 
not commercially available; 

(6) Transmission lines, operated in 
conjunction with a distribution system 
which are installed in Class 4 locations; 

(7) Offshore transmission lines, ex-
cept transmission lines 103⁄4 inches (273 
millimeters) or more in outside diame-
ter on which construction begins after 
December 28, 2005, that run from plat-
form to platform or platform to shore 
unless— 

(i) Platform space or configuration is 
incompatible with launching or re-
trieving instrumented internal inspec-
tion devices; or 

(ii) If the design includes taps for lat-
eral connections, the operator can 
demonstrate, based on investigation or 
experience, that there is no reasonably 
practical alternative under the design 
circumstances to the use of a tap that 
will obstruct the passage of instru-
mented internal inspection devices; 
and 

(8) Other piping that, under § 190.9 of 
this chapter, the Administrator finds 
in a particular case would be impracti-
cable to design and construct to ac-
commodate the passage of instru-
mented internal inspection devices. 

(c) An operator encountering emer-
gencies, construction time constraints 
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or other unforeseen construction prob-
lems need not construct a new or re-
placement segment of a transmission 
line to meet paragraph (a) of this sec-
tion, if the operator determines and 
documents why an impracticability 
prohibits compliance with paragraph 
(a) of this section. Within 30 days after 
discovering the emergency or construc-
tion problem the operator must peti-
tion, under § 190.9 of this chapter, for 
approval that design and construction 
to accommodate passage of instru-
mented internal inspection devices 
would be impracticable. If the petition 
is denied, within 1 year after the date 
of the notice of the denial, the operator 
must modify that segment to allow 
passage of instrumented internal in-
spection devices. 

[Amdt. 192–72, 59 FR 17281, Apr. 12, 1994, as 
amended by Amdt. 192–85, 63 FR 37502, July 
13, 1998; Amdt. 192–97, 69 FR 36029, June 28, 
2004] 

§ 192.151 Tapping. 

(a) Each mechanical fitting used to 
make a hot tap must be designed for at 
least the operating pressure of the 
pipeline. 

(b) Where a ductile iron pipe is 
tapped, the extent of full-thread en-
gagement and the need for the use of 
outside-sealing service connections, 
tapping saddles, or other fixtures must 
be determined by service conditions. 

(c) Where a threaded tap is made in 
cast iron or ductile iron pipe, the di-
ameter of the tapped hole may not be 
more than 25 percent of the nominal di-
ameter of the pipe unless the pipe is re-
inforced, except that 

(1) Existing taps may be used for re-
placement service, if they are free of 
cracks and have good threads; and 

(2) A 11⁄4-inch (32 millimeters) tap 
may be made in a 4-inch (102 millime-
ters) cast iron or ductile iron pipe, 
without reinforcement. 

However, in areas where climate, soil, 
and service conditions may create un-
usual external stresses on cast iron 
pipe, unreinforced taps may be used 
only on 6-inch (152 millimeters) or larg-
er pipe. 

[35 FR 13257, Aug. 19, 1970, as amended by 
Amdt. 192–85, 63 FR 37502, July 13, 1998] 

§ 192.153 Components fabricated by 
welding. 

(a) Except for branch connections 
and assemblies of standard pipe and fit-
tings joined by circumferential welds, 
the design pressure of each component 
fabricated by welding, whose strength 
cannot be determined, must be estab-
lished in accordance with paragraph 
UG–101 of section VIII, Division 1, of 
the ASME Boiler and Pressure Vessel 
Code. 

(b) Each prefabricated unit that uses 
plate and longitudinal seams must be 
designed, constructed, and tested in ac-
cordance with section I, section VIII, 
Division 1, or section VIII, Division 2 of 
the ASME Boiler and Pressure Vessel 
Code, except for the following: 

(1) Regularly manufactured butt- 
welding fittings. 

(2) Pipe that has been produced and 
tested under a specification listed in 
appendix B to this part. 

(3) Partial assemblies such as split 
rings or collars. 

(4) Prefabricated units that the man-
ufacturer certifies have been tested to 
at least twice the maximum pressure 
to which they will be subjected under 
the anticipated operating conditions. 

(c) Orange-peel bull plugs and or-
ange-peel swages may not be used on 
pipelines that are to operate at a hoop 
stress of 20 percent or more of the 
SMYS of the pipe. 

(d) Except for flat closures designed 
in accordance with section VIII of the 
ASME Boiler and Pressure Code, flat 
closures and fish tails may not be used 
on pipe that either operates at 100 p.s.i. 
(689 kPa) gage, or more, or is more 
than 3 inches (76 millimeters) nominal 
diameter. 

[35 FR 13257, Aug. 19, 1970, as amended by 
Amdt. 192–1, 35 FR 17660, Nov. 17, 1970; 58 FR 
14521, Mar. 18, 1993; Amdt. 192–68, 58 FR 45268, 
Aug. 27, 1993; Amdt. 192–85, 63 FR 37502, July 
13, 1998] 

§ 192.155 Welded branch connections. 
Each welded branch connection made 

to pipe in the form of a single connec-
tion, or in a header or manifold as a se-
ries of connections, must be designed 
to ensure that the strength of the pipe-
line system is not reduced, taking into 
account the stresses in the remaining 
pipe wall due to the opening in the pipe 

VerDate Mar<15>2010 14:56 Jan 03, 2012 Jkt 223216 PO 00000 Frm 00433 Fmt 8010 Sfmt 8010 Y:\SGML\223216.XXX 223216w
re

ie
r-

av
ile

s 
on

 D
S

K
3T

P
T

V
N

1P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 C
F

R



422 

49 CFR Ch. I (10–1–11 Edition) § 192.157 

or header, the shear stresses produced 
by the pressure acting on the area of 
the branch opening, and any external 
loadings due to thermal movement, 
weight, and vibration. 

§ 192.157 Extruded outlets. 
Each extruded outlet must be suit-

able for anticipated service conditions 
and must be at least equal to the de-
sign strength of the pipe and other fit-
tings in the pipeline to which it is at-
tached. 

§ 192.159 Flexibility. 
Each pipeline must be designed with 

enough flexibility to prevent thermal 
expansion or contraction from causing 
excessive stresses in the pipe or compo-
nents, excessive bending or unusual 
loads at joints, or undesirable forces or 
moments at points of connection to 
equipment, or at anchorage or guide 
points. 

§ 192.161 Supports and anchors. 
(a) Each pipeline and its associated 

equipment must have enough anchors 
or supports to: 

(1) Prevent undue strain on con-
nected equipment; 

(2) Resist longitudinal forces caused 
by a bend or offset in the pipe; and 

(3) Prevent or damp out excessive vi-
bration. 

(b) Each exposed pipeline must have 
enough supports or anchors to protect 
the exposed pipe joints from the max-
imum end force caused by internal 
pressure and any additional forces 
caused by temperature expansion or 
contraction or by the weight of the 
pipe and its contents. 

(c) Each support or anchor on an ex-
posed pipeline must be made of dura-
ble, noncombustible material and must 
be designed and installed as follows: 

(1) Free expansion and contraction of 
the pipeline between supports or an-
chors may not be restricted. 

(2) Provision must be made for the 
service conditions involved. 

(3) Movement of the pipeline may not 
cause disengagement of the support 
equipment. 

(d) Each support on an exposed pipe-
line operated at a stress level of 50 per-
cent or more of SMYS must comply 
with the following: 

(1) A structural support may not be 
welded directly to the pipe. 

(2) The support must be provided by a 
member that completely encircles the 
pipe. 

(3) If an encircling member is welded 
to a pipe, the weld must be continuous 
and cover the entire circumference. 

(e) Each underground pipeline that is 
connected to a relatively unyielding 
line or other fixed object must have 
enough flexibility to provide for pos-
sible movement, or it must have an an-
chor that will limit the movement of 
the pipeline. 

(f) Except for offshore pipelines, each 
underground pipeline that is being con-
nected to new branches must have a 
firm foundation for both the header 
and the branch to prevent detrimental 
lateral and vertical movement. 

[35 FR 13257, Aug. 19, 1970, as amended by 
Amdt. 192–58, 53 FR 1635, Jan. 21, 1988] 

§ 192.163 Compressor stations: Design 
and construction. 

(a) Location of compressor building. Ex-
cept for a compressor building on a 
platform located offshore or in inland 
navigable waters, each main com-
pressor building of a compressor sta-
tion must be located on property under 
the control of the operator. It must be 
far enough away from adjacent prop-
erty, not under control of the operator, 
to minimize the possibility of fire 
being communicated to the compressor 
building from structures on adjacent 
property. There must be enough open 
space around the main compressor 
building to allow the free movement of 
fire-fighting equipment. 

(b) Building construction. Each build-
ing on a compressor station site must 
be made of noncombustible materials if 
it contains either— 

(1) Pipe more than 2 inches (51 milli-
meters) in diameter that is carrying 
gas under pressure; or 

(2) Gas handling equipment other 
than gas utilization equipment used for 
domestic purposes. 

(c) Exits. Each operating floor of a 
main compressor building must have at 
least two separated and unobstructed 
exits located so as to provide a conven-
ient possibility of escape and an unob-
structed passage to a place of safety. 
Each door latch on an exit must be of 
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a type which can be readily opened 
from the inside without a key. Each 
swinging door located in an exterior 
wall must be mounted to swing out-
ward. 

(d) Fenced areas. Each fence around a 
compressor station must have at least 
two gates located so as to provide a 
convenient opportunity for escape to a 
place of safety, or have other facilities 
affording a similarly convenient exit 
from the area. Each gate located with-
in 200 feet (61 meters) of any com-
pressor plant building must open out-
ward and, when occupied, must be 
openable from the inside without a 
key. 

(e) Electrical facilities. Electrical 
equipment and wiring installed in com-
pressor stations must conform to the 
National Electrical Code, ANSI/NFPA 
70, so far as that code is applicable. 

[35 FR 13257, Aug. 19, 1970, as amended by 
Amdt. 192–27, 41 FR 34605, Aug. 16, 1976; 
Amdt. 192–37, 46 FR 10159, Feb. 2, 1981; 58 FR 
14521, Mar. 18, 1993; Amdt. 192–85, 63 FR 37502, 
37503, July 13, 1998] 

§ 192.165 Compressor stations: Liquid 
removal. 

(a) Where entrained vapors in gas 
may liquefy under the anticipated pres-
sure and temperature conditions, the 
compressor must be protected against 
the introduction of those liquids in 
quantities that could cause damage. 

(b) Each liquid separator used to re-
move entrained liquids at a compressor 
station must: 

(1) Have a manually operable means 
of removing these liquids. 

(2) Where slugs of liquid could be car-
ried into the compressors, have either 
automatic liquid removal facilities, an 
automatic compressor shutdown de-
vice, or a high liquid level alarm; and 

(3) Be manufactured in accordance 
with section VIII of the ASME Boiler 
and Pressure Vessel Code, except that 
liquid separators constructed of pipe 
and fittings without internal welding 
must be fabricated with a design factor 
of 0.4, or less. 

§ 192.167 Compressor stations: Emer-
gency shutdown. 

(a) Except for unattended field com-
pressor stations of 1,000 horsepower (746 
kilowatts) or less, each compressor sta-

tion must have an emergency shut-
down system that meets the following: 

(1) It must be able to block gas out of 
the station and blow down the station 
piping. 

(2) It must discharge gas from the 
blowdown piping at a location where 
the gas will not create a hazard. 

(3) It must provide means for the 
shutdown of gas compressing equip-
ment, gas fires, and electrical facilities 
in the vicinity of gas headers and in 
the compressor building, except that: 

(i) Electrical circuits that supply 
emergency lighting required to assist 
station personnel in evacuating the 
compressor building and the area in 
the vicinity of the gas headers must re-
main energized; and 

(ii) Electrical circuits needed to pro-
tect equipment from damage may re-
main energized. 

(4) It must be operable from at least 
two locations, each of which is: 

(i) Outside the gas area of the sta-
tion; 

(ii) Near the exit gates, if the station 
is fenced, or near emergency exits, if 
not fenced; and 

(iii) Not more than 500 feet (153 me-
ters) from the limits of the station. 

(b) If a compressor station supplies 
gas directly to a distribution system 
with no other adequate source of gas 
available, the emergency shutdown 
system must be designed so that it will 
not function at the wrong time and 
cause an unintended outage on the dis-
tribution system. 

(c) On a platform located offshore or 
in inland navigable waters, the emer-
gency shutdown system must be de-
signed and installed to actuate auto-
matically by each of the following 
events: 

(1) In the case of an unattended com-
pressor station: 

(i) When the gas pressure equals the 
maximum allowable operating pressure 
plus 15 percent; or 

(ii) When an uncontrolled fire occurs 
on the platform; and 

(2) In the case of a compressor sta-
tion in a building: 

(i) When an uncontrolled fire occurs 
in the building; or 

(ii) When the concentration of gas in 
air reaches 50 percent or more of the 

VerDate Mar<15>2010 14:56 Jan 03, 2012 Jkt 223216 PO 00000 Frm 00435 Fmt 8010 Sfmt 8010 Y:\SGML\223216.XXX 223216w
re

ie
r-

av
ile

s 
on

 D
S

K
3T

P
T

V
N

1P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 C
F

R



424 

49 CFR Ch. I (10–1–11 Edition) § 192.169 

lower explosive limit in a building 
which has a source of ignition. 

For the purpose of paragraph (c)(2)(ii) 
of this section, an electrical facility 
which conforms to Class 1, Group D, of 
the National Electrical Code is not a 
source of ignition. 

[35 FR 13257, Aug. 19, 1970, as amended by 
Amdt. 192–27, 41 FR 34605, Aug. 16, 1976; 
Amdt. 192–85, 63 FR 37503, July 13, 1998] 

§ 192.169 Compressor stations: Pres-
sure limiting devices. 

(a) Each compressor station must 
have pressure relief or other suitable 
protective devices of sufficient capac-
ity and sensitivity to ensure that the 
maximum allowable operating pressure 
of the station piping and equipment is 
not exceeded by more than 10 percent. 

(b) Each vent line that exhausts gas 
from the pressure relief valves of a 
compressor station must extend to a 
location where the gas may be dis-
charged without hazard. 

§ 192.171 Compressor stations: Addi-
tional safety equipment. 

(a) Each compressor station must 
have adequate fire protection facilities. 
If fire pumps are a part of these facili-
ties, their operation may not be af-
fected by the emergency shutdown sys-
tem. 

(b) Each compressor station prime 
mover, other than an electrical induc-
tion or synchronous motor, must have 
an automatic device to shut down the 
unit before the speed of either the 
prime mover or the driven unit exceeds 
a maximum safe speed. 

(c) Each compressor unit in a com-
pressor station must have a shutdown 
or alarm device that operates in the 
event of inadequate cooling or lubrica-
tion of the unit. 

(d) Each compressor station gas en-
gine that operates with pressure gas in-
jection must be equipped so that stop-
page of the engine automatically shuts 
off the fuel and vents the engine dis-
tribution manifold. 

(e) Each muffler for a gas engine in a 
compressor station must have vent 
slots or holes in the baffles of each 
compartment to prevent gas from 
being trapped in the muffler. 

§ 192.173 Compressor stations: Ventila-
tion. 

Each compressor station building 
must be ventilated to ensure that em-
ployees are not endangered by the ac-
cumulation of gas in rooms, sumps, at-
tics, pits, or other enclosed places. 

§ 192.175 Pipe-type and bottle-type 
holders. 

(a) Each pipe-type and bottle-type 
holder must be designed so as to pre-
vent the accumulation of liquids in the 
holder, in connecting pipe, or in auxil-
iary equipment, that might cause cor-
rosion or interfere with the safe oper-
ation of the holder. 

(b) Each pipe-type or bottle-type 
holder must have minimum clearance 
from other holders in accordance with 
the following formula: 

C=(D×P×F)/48.33) (C=(3D×P×F/1,000)) 

in which: 

C=Minimum clearance between pipe con-
tainers or bottles in inches (millimeters). 

D=Outside diameter of pipe containers or 
bottles in inches (millimeters). 

P=Maximum allowable operating pressure, 
p.s.i. (kPa) gage. 

F=Design factor as set forth in § 192.111 of 
this part. 

[35 FR 13257, Aug. 19, 1970, as amended by 
Amdt. 192–85, 63 FR 37503, July 13, 1998] 

§ 192.177 Additional provisions for bot-
tle-type holders. 

(a) Each bottle-type holder must be— 
(1) Located on a site entirely sur-

rounded by fencing that prevents ac-
cess by unauthorized persons and with 
minimum clearance from the fence as 
follows: 

Maximum allowable operating pressure 
Minimum clear-
ance feet (me-

ters) 

Less than 1,000 p.s.i. (7 MPa) gage ........... 25 (7.6) 
1,000 p.s.i. (7 MPa) gage or more .............. 100 (31) 

(2) Designed using the design factors 
set forth in § 192.111; and 

(3) Buried with a minimum cover in 
accordance with § 192.327. 

(b) Each bottle-type holder manufac-
tured from steel that is not weldable 
under field conditions must comply 
with the following: 

(1) A bottle-type holder made from 
alloy steel must meet the chemical and 
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tensile requirements for the various 
grades of steel in ASTM A 372/A 372M. 

(2) The actual yield-tensile ratio of 
the steel may not exceed 0.85. 

(3) Welding may not be performed on 
the holder after it has been heat treat-
ed or stress relieved, except that cop-
per wires may be attached to the small 
diameter portion of the bottle end clo-
sure for cathodic protection if a local-
ized thermit welding process is used. 

(4) The holder must be given a mill 
hydrostatic test at a pressure that pro-
duces a hoop stress at least equal to 85 
percent of the SMYS. 

(5) The holder, connection pipe, and 
components must be leak tested after 
installation as required by subpart J of 
this part. 

[35 FR 13257, Aug. 19, 1970, as amended by 
Amdt. 192–58, 53 FR 1635, Jan. 21, 1988; Amdt 
192–62, 54 FR 5628, Feb. 6, 1989; 58 FR 14521, 
Mar. 18, 1993; Amdt. 192–85, 63 FR 37503, July 
13, 1998] 

§ 192.179 Transmission line valves. 
(a) Each transmission line, other 

than offshore segments, must have sec-
tionalizing block valves spaced as fol-
lows, unless in a particular case the 
Administrator finds that alternative 
spacing would provide an equivalent 
level of safety: 

(1) Each point on the pipeline in a 
Class 4 location must be within 21⁄2 
miles (4 kilometers)of a valve. 

(2) Each point on the pipeline in a 
Class 3 location must be within 4 miles 
(6.4 kilometers) of a valve. 

(3) Each point on the pipeline in a 
Class 2 location must be within 71⁄2 
miles (12 kilometers) of a valve. 

(4) Each point on the pipeline in a 
Class 1 location must be within 10 
miles (16 kilometers) of a valve. 

(b) Each sectionalizing block valve 
on a transmission line, other than off-
shore segments, must comply with the 
following: 

(1) The valve and the operating de-
vice to open or close the valve must be 
readily accessible and protected from 
tampering and damage. 

(2) The valve must be supported to 
prevent settling of the valve or move-
ment of the pipe to which it is at-
tached. 

(c) Each section of a transmission 
line, other than offshore segments, be-

tween main line valves must have a 
blowdown valve with enough capacity 
to allow the transmission line to be 
blown down as rapidly as practicable. 
Each blowdown discharge must be lo-
cated so the gas can be blown to the at-
mosphere without hazard and, if the 
transmission line is adjacent to an 
overhead electric line, so that the gas 
is directed away from the electrical 
conductors. 

(d) Offshore segments of transmission 
lines must be equipped with valves or 
other components to shut off the flow 
of gas to an offshore platform in an 
emergency. 

[35 FR 13257, Aug. 19, 1970, as amended by 
Amdt. 192–27, 41 FR 34606, Aug. 16, 1976; 
Amdt. 192–78, 61 FR 28784, June 6, 1996; Amdt. 
192–85, 63 FR 37503, July 13, 1998] 

§ 192.181 Distribution line valves. 

(a) Each high-pressure distribution 
system must have valves spaced so as 
to reduce the time to shut down a sec-
tion of main in an emergency. The 
valve spacing is determined by the op-
erating pressure, the size of the mains, 
and the local physical conditions. 

(b) Each regulator station control-
ling the flow or pressure of gas in a dis-
tribution system must have a valve in-
stalled on the inlet piping at a distance 
from the regulator station sufficient to 
permit the operation of the valve dur-
ing an emergency that might preclude 
access to the station. 

(c) Each valve on a main installed for 
operating or emergency purposes must 
comply with the following: 

(1) The valve must be placed in a 
readily accessible location so as to fa-
cilitate its operation in an emergency. 

(2) The operating stem or mechanism 
must be readily accessible. 

(3) If the valve is installed in a buried 
box or enclosure, the box or enclosure 
must be installed so as to avoid trans-
mitting external loads to the main. 

§ 192.183 Vaults: Structural design re-
quirements. 

(a) Each underground vault or pit for 
valves, pressure relieving, pressure 
limiting, or pressure regulating sta-
tions, must be able to meet the loads 
which may be imposed upon it, and to 
protect installed equipment. 
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(b) There must be enough working 
space so that all of the equipment re-
quired in the vault or pit can be prop-
erly installed, operated, and main-
tained. 

(c) Each pipe entering, or within, a 
regulator vault or pit must be steel for 
sizes 10 inch (254 millimeters), and less, 
except that control and gage piping 
may be copper. Where pipe extends 
through the vault or pit structure, pro-
vision must be made to prevent the 
passage of gases or liquids through the 
opening and to avert strains in the 
pipe. 

[35 FR 13257, Aug. 19, 1970, as amended by 
Amdt. 192–85, 63 FR 37503, July 13, 1998] 

§ 192.185 Vaults: Accessibility. 
Each vault must be located in an ac-

cessible location and, so far as prac-
tical, away from: 

(a) Street intersections or points 
where traffic is heavy or dense; 

(b) Points of minimum elevation, 
catch basins, or places where the ac-
cess cover will be in the course of sur-
face waters; and 

(c) Water, electric, steam, or other 
facilities. 

§ 192.187 Vaults: Sealing, venting, and 
ventilation. 

Each underground vault or closed top 
pit containing either a pressure regu-
lating or reducing station, or a pres-
sure limiting or relieving station, must 
be sealed, vented or ventilated as fol-
lows: 

(a) When the internal volume exceeds 
200 cubic feet (5.7 cubic meters): 

(1) The vault or pit must be venti-
lated with two ducts, each having at 
least the ventilating effect of a pipe 4 
inches (102 millimeters) in diameter; 

(2) The ventilation must be enough to 
minimize the formation of combustible 
atmosphere in the vault or pit; and 

(3) The ducts must be high enough 
above grade to disperse any gas-air 
mixtures that might be discharged. 

(b) When the internal volume is more 
than 75 cubic feet (2.1 cubic meters) but 
less than 200 cubic feet (5.7 cubic me-
ters): 

(1) If the vault or pit is sealed, each 
opening must have a tight fitting cover 
without open holes through which an 
explosive mixture might be ignited, 

and there must be a means for testing 
the internal atmosphere before remov-
ing the cover; 

(2) If the vault or pit is vented, there 
must be a means of preventing external 
sources of ignition from reaching the 
vault atmosphere; or 

(3) If the vault or pit is ventilated, 
paragraph (a) or (c) of this section ap-
plies. 

(c) If a vault or pit covered by para-
graph (b) of this section is ventilated 
by openings in the covers or gratings 
and the ratio of the internal volume, in 
cubic feet, to the effective ventilating 
area of the cover or grating, in square 
feet, is less than 20 to 1, no additional 
ventilation is required. 

[35 FR 13257, Aug. 19, 1970, as amended by 
Amdt. 192–85, 63 FR 37503, July 13, 1998] 

§ 192.189 Vaults: Drainage and water-
proofing. 

(a) Each vault must be designed so as 
to minimize the entrance of water. 

(b) A vault containing gas piping 
may not be connected by means of a 
drain connection to any other under-
ground structure. 

(c) Electrical equipment in vaults 
must conform to the applicable re-
quirements of Class 1, Group D, of the 
National Electrical Code, ANSI/NFPA 
70. 

[35 FR 13257, Aug. 19, 1970, as amended by 
Amdt. 192–76, 61 FR 26122, May 24, 1996] 

§ 192.191 Design pressure of plastic fit-
tings. 

(a) Thermosetting fittings for plastic 
pipe must conform to ASTM D 2517, 
(incorporated by reference, see § 192.7). 

(b) Thermoplastic fittings for plastic 
pipe must conform to ASTM D 2513–99, 
(incorporated by reference, see § 192.7). 

[Amdt. 192–114, 75 FR 48603, Aug. 11, 2010] 

§ 192.193 Valve installation in plastic 
pipe. 

Each valve installed in plastic pipe 
must be designed so as to protect the 
plastic material against excessive tor-
sional or shearing loads when the valve 
or shutoff is operated, and from any 
other secondary stresses that might be 
exerted through the valve or its enclo-
sure. 
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§ 192.195 Protection against accidental 
overpressuring. 

(a) General requirements. Except as 
provided in § 192.197, each pipeline that 
is connected to a gas source so that the 
maximum allowable operating pressure 
could be exceeded as the result of pres-
sure control failure or of some other 
type of failure, must have pressure re-
lieving or pressure limiting devices 
that meet the requirements of §§ 192.199 
and 192.201. 

(b) Additional requirements for distribu-
tion systems. Each distribution system 
that is supplied from a source of gas 
that is at a higher pressure than the 
maximum allowable operating pressure 
for the system must— 

(1) Have pressure regulation devices 
capable of meeting the pressure, load, 
and other service conditions that will 
be experienced in normal operation of 
the system, and that could be activated 
in the event of failure of some portion 
of the system; and 

(2) Be designed so as to prevent acci-
dental overpressuring. 

§ 192.197 Control of the pressure of gas 
delivered from high-pressure dis-
tribution systems. 

(a) If the maximum actual operating 
pressure of the distribution system is 
60 p.s.i. (414 kPa) gage, or less and a 
service regulator having the following 
characteristics is used, no other pres-
sure limiting device is required: 

(1) A regulator capable of reducing 
distribution line pressure to pressures 
recommended for household appliances. 

(2) A single port valve with proper 
orifice for the maximum gas pressure 
at the regulator inlet. 

(3) A valve seat made of resilient ma-
terial designed to withstand abrasion 
of the gas, impurities in gas, cutting by 
the valve, and to resist permanent de-
formation when it is pressed against 
the valve port. 

(4) Pipe connections to the regulator 
not exceeding 2 inches (51 millimeters) 
in diameter. 

(5) A regulator that, under normal 
operating conditions, is able to regu-
late the downstream pressure within 
the necessary limits of accuracy and to 
limit the build-up of pressure under no- 
flow conditions to prevent a pressure 
that would cause the unsafe operation 

of any connected and properly adjusted 
gas utilization equipment. 

(6) A self-contained service regulator 
with no external static or control lines. 

(b) If the maximum actual operating 
pressure of the distribution system is 
60 p.s.i. (414 kPa) gage, or less, and a 
service regulator that does not have all 
of the characteristics listed in para-
graph (a) of this section is used, or if 
the gas contains materials that seri-
ously interfere with the operation of 
service regulators, there must be suit-
able protective devices to prevent un-
safe overpressuring of the customer’s 
appliances if the service regulator 
fails. 

(c) If the maximum actual operating 
pressure of the distribution system ex-
ceeds 60 p.s.i. (414 kPa) gage, one of the 
following methods must be used to reg-
ulate and limit, to the maximum safe 
value, the pressure of gas delivered to 
the customer: 

(1) A service regulator having the 
characteristics listed in paragraph (a) 
of this section, and another regulator 
located upstream from the service reg-
ulator. The upstream regulator may 
not be set to maintain a pressure high-
er than 60 p.s.i. (414 kPa) gage. A device 
must be installed between the up-
stream regulator and the service regu-
lator to limit the pressure on the inlet 
of the service regulator to 60 p.s.i. (414 
kPa) gage or less in case the upstream 
regulator fails to function properly. 
This device may be either a relief valve 
or an automatic shutoff that shuts, if 
the pressure on the inlet of the service 
regulator exceeds the set pressure (60 
p.s.i. (414 kPa) gage or less), and re-
mains closed until manually reset. 

(2) A service regulator and a moni-
toring regulator set to limit, to a max-
imum safe value, the pressure of the 
gas delivered to the customer. 

(3) A service regulator with a relief 
valve vented to the outside atmos-
phere, with the relief valve set to open 
so that the pressure of gas going to the 
customer does not exceed a maximum 
safe value. The relief valve may either 
be built into the service regulator or it 
may be a separate unit installed down-
stream from the service regulator. This 
combination may be used alone only in 
those cases where the inlet pressure on 
the service regulator does not exceed 
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the manufacturer’s safe working pres-
sure rating of the service regulator, 
and may not be used where the inlet 
pressure on the service regulator ex-
ceeds 125 p.s.i. (862 kPa) gage. For high-
er inlet pressures, the methods in para-
graph (c) (1) or (2) of this section must 
be used. 

(4) A service regulator and an auto-
matic shutoff device that closes upon a 
rise in pressure downstream from the 
regulator and remains closed until 
manually reset. 

[35 FR 13257, Aug. 19, 1970, as amended by 
Amdt. 192–1, 35 FR 17660, Nov. 7, 1970; Amdt 
192–85, 63 FR 37503, July 13, 1998; Amdt. 192– 
93, 68 FR 53900, Sept. 15, 2003] 

§ 192.199 Requirements for design of 
pressure relief and limiting devices. 

Except for rupture discs, each pres-
sure relief or pressure limiting device 
must: 

(a) Be constructed of materials such 
that the operation of the device will 
not be impaired by corrosion; 

(b) Have valves and valve seats that 
are designed not to stick in a position 
that will make the device inoperative; 

(c) Be designed and installed so that 
it can be readily operated to determine 
if the valve is free, can be tested to de-
termine the pressure at which it will 
operate, and can be tested for leakage 
when in the closed position; 

(d) Have support made of noncombus-
tible material; 

(e) Have discharge stacks, vents, or 
outlet ports designed to prevent accu-
mulation of water, ice, or snow, located 
where gas can be discharged into the 
atmosphere without undue hazard; 

(f) Be designed and installed so that 
the size of the openings, pipe, and fit-
tings located between the system to be 
protected and the pressure relieving de-
vice, and the size of the vent line, are 
adequate to prevent hammering of the 
valve and to prevent impairment of re-
lief capacity; 

(g) Where installed at a district regu-
lator station to protect a pipeline sys-
tem from overpressuring, be designed 
and installed to prevent any single in-
cident such as an explosion in a vault 
or damage by a vehicle from affecting 
the operation of both the overpressure 
protective device and the district regu-
lator; and 

(h) Except for a valve that will iso-
late the system under protection from 
its source of pressure, be designed to 
prevent unauthorized operation of any 
stop valve that will make the pressure 
relief valve or pressure limiting device 
inoperative. 

[35 FR 13257, Aug. 19, 1970, as amended by 
Amdt. 192–1, 35 FR 17660, Nov. 17, 1970] 

§ 192.201 Required capacity of pres-
sure relieving and limiting stations. 

(a) Each pressure relief station or 
pressure limiting station or group of 
those stations installed to protect a 
pipeline must have enough capacity, 
and must be set to operate, to insure 
the following: 

(1) In a low pressure distribution sys-
tem, the pressure may not cause the 
unsafe operation of any connected and 
properly adjusted gas utilization equip-
ment. 

(2) In pipelines other than a low pres-
sure distribution system: 

(i) If the maximum allowable oper-
ating pressure is 60 p.s.i. (414 kPa) gage 
or more, the pressure may not exceed 
the maximum allowable operating 
pressure plus 10 percent, or the pres-
sure that produces a hoop stress of 75 
percent of SMYS, whichever is lower; 

(ii) If the maximum allowable oper-
ating pressure is 12 p.s.i. (83 kPa) gage 
or more, but less than 60 p.s.i. (414 kPa) 
gage, the pressure may not exceed the 
maximum allowable operating pressure 
plus 6 p.s.i. (41 kPa) gage; or 

(iii) If the maximum allowable oper-
ating pressure is less than 12 p.s.i. (83 
kPa) gage, the pressure may not exceed 
the maximum allowable operating 
pressure plus 50 percent. 

(b) When more than one pressure reg-
ulating or compressor station feeds 
into a pipeline, relief valves or other 
protective devices must be installed at 
each station to ensure that the com-
plete failure of the largest capacity 
regulator or compressor, or any single 
run of lesser capacity regulators or 
compressors in that station, will not 
impose pressures on any part of the 
pipeline or distribution system in ex-
cess of those for which it was designed, 
or against which it was protected, 
whichever is lower. 

(c) Relief valves or other pressure 
limiting devices must be installed at or 
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near each regulator station in a low- 
pressure distribution system, with a 
capacity to limit the maximum pres-
sure in the main to a pressure that will 
not exceed the safe operating pressure 
for any connected and properly ad-
justed gas utilization equipment. 

[35 FR 13257, Aug. 19, 1970, as amended by 
Amdt. 192–9, 37 FR 20827, Oct. 4, 1972; Amdt 
192–85, 63 FR 37503, July 13, 1998] 

§ 192.203 Instrument, control, and sam-
pling pipe and components. 

(a) Applicability. This section applies 
to the design of instrument, control, 
and sampling pipe and components. It 
does not apply to permanently closed 
systems, such as fluid-filled tempera-
ture-responsive devices. 

(b) Materials and design. All materials 
employed for pipe and components 
must be designed to meet the par-
ticular conditions of service and the 
following: 

(1) Each takeoff connection and at-
taching boss, fitting, or adapter must 
be made of suitable material, be able to 
withstand the maximum service pres-
sure and temperature of the pipe or 
equipment to which it is attached, and 
be designed to satisfactorily withstand 
all stresses without failure by fatigue. 

(2) Except for takeoff lines that can 
be isolated from sources of pressure by 
other valving, a shutoff valve must be 
installed in each takeoff line as near as 
practicable to the point of takeoff. 
Blowdown valves must be installed 
where necessary. 

(3) Brass or copper material may not 
be used for metal temperatures greater 
than 400 °F (204°C). 

(4) Pipe or components that may con-
tain liquids must be protected by heat-
ing or other means from damage due to 
freezing. 

(5) Pipe or components in which liq-
uids may accumulate must have drains 
or drips. 

(6) Pipe or components subject to 
clogging from solids or deposits must 
have suitable connections for cleaning. 

(7) The arrangement of pipe, compo-
nents, and supports must provide safe-
ty under anticipated operating 
stresses. 

(8) Each joint between sections of 
pipe, and between pipe and valves or 
fittings, must be made in a manner 

suitable for the anticipated pressure 
and temperature condition. Slip type 
expansion joints may not be used. Ex-
pansion must be allowed for by pro-
viding flexibility within the system 
itself. 

(9) Each control line must be pro-
tected from anticipated causes of dam-
age and must be designed and installed 
to prevent damage to any one control 
line from making both the regulator 
and the over-pressure protective device 
inoperative. 

[35 FR 13257, Aug. 19, 1970, as amended by 
Amdt. 192–78, 61 FR 28784, June 6, 1996; Amdt. 
192–85, 63 FR 37503, July 13, 1998] 

Subpart E—Welding of Steel in 
Pipelines 

§ 192.221 Scope. 
(a) This subpart prescribes minimum 

requirements for welding steel mate-
rials in pipelines. 

(b) This subpart does not apply to 
welding that occurs during the manu-
facture of steel pipe or steel pipeline 
components. 

§ 192.225 Welding procedures. 
(a) Welding must be performed by a 

qualified welder in accordance with 
welding procedures qualified under sec-
tion 5 of API 1104 (incorporated by ref-
erence, see § 192.7) or section IX of the 
ASME Boiler and Pressure Vessel Code 
‘‘ Welding and Brazing Qualifications’’ 
(incorporated by reference, see § 192.7) 
to produce welds meeting the require-
ments of this subpart. The quality of 
the test welds used to qualify welding 
procedures shall be determined by de-
structive testing in accordance with 
the applicable welding standard(s). 

(b) Each welding procedure must be 
recorded in detail, including the results 
of the qualifying tests. This record 
must be retained and followed when-
ever the procedure is used. 

[Amdt. 192–52, 51 FR 20297, June 4, 1986; 
Amdt. 192–94, 69 FR 32894, June 14, 2004] 

§ 192.227 Qualification of welders. 
(a) Except as provided in paragraph 

(b) of this section, each welder must be 
qualified in accordance with section 6 
of API 1104 (incorporated by reference, 
see § 192.7) or section IX of the ASME 
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