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(2) The break between the end of the 
last term of full-time attendance and 
the return to full-time attendance 
must not exceed 5 months. (See § 841.109 
of this chapter, concerning calculation 
of this time period.) 

(3) The recipient of a child’s annuity 
payments must show that the student 
has a bona fide intent to return to 
school as a full-time student imme-
diately after the break. The full-time 
certification for the period term and 
the certification (in a form prescribed 
by OPM) by the recipient of a child’s 
annuity payments that the student in-
tends to return to school (immediately 
after the break) as a full-time student 
constitute prima facie evidence of a 
bona fide intent to return to school. 

(e) Benefits after age 22. (1) A stu-
dent’s eligibility for a child’s annuity 
terminates based on reaching age 22 
on— 

(i) June 30 of the calendar year of the 
child’s 22nd birthday if the child’s 
birthday is before July 1; or 

(ii) The last day of the month before 
the child’s 22nd birthday if the child’s 
birthday occurs after June 30 but be-
fore September 1 of the calendar year; 
or 

(iii) June 30 of the year after the one 
in which the child attains age 22 if the 
child’s birthday is after August 31 of 
the calendar year. 

(2)(i) An otherwise eligible child who 
becomes a full-time student after his or 
her 22nd birthday but before the date 
the annuity terminates under para-
graph (e)(1) of this section is eligible 
for annuity while he or she is a full- 
time student until the termination 
date under paragraph (e)(1) of this sec-
tion. 

(ii) An otherwise eligible child who is 
a full-time student, and whose parent 
dies after the child’s 22nd birthday but 
before the date the annuity terminates 
under paragraph (e)(1) of this section, 
is eligible for annuity while he or she is 
a full-time student after the death of 
the parent until the termination date 
under paragraph (e)(1) of this section. 

[58 FR 32052, June 8, 1993] 

§ 843.411 Direct payments to children. 
For purposes of section 8466(c) of title 

5, United States Code, persons who 
have attained age 18 are considered 

adults, regardless of the age of major-
ity in the jurisdiction in which they re-
side. 

Subpart E—Insurable Interest 
Annuities 

§ 843.501 Purpose. 
This subpart explains the benefit 

payable under FERS to an insurable in-
terest beneficiary based on the death of 
a retiree who elected to take an annu-
ity reduction to provide such benefits. 

§ 843.502 Eligibility. 
An insurable interest beneficiary is 

eligible for an annuity under this sub-
part upon the death of a retiree if the 
retiree had elected (under § 842.606 of 
this chapter) to receive an insurable in-
terest rate with the insurable interest 
beneficiary as his or her survivor. 

§ 843.503 Commencing and termi-
nating dates. 

(a) An annuity under this subpart 
commences on the day after the retiree 
dies. 

(b) An annuity under this subpart 
terminates on the last day of the 
month before the insurable interest 
beneficiary dies. 

(c) A survivor annuity accrues on a 
daily basis, one-thirtieth of the month-
ly rate constituting the daily rate. An 
annuity does not accrue for the 31st 
day of any month, except in the initial 
month if the survivor’s (of a deceased 
employee) annuity commences on the 
31st day. For accrual purposes, the last 
day of a 28-day month constitutes 3 
days and the last day of a 29-day month 
constitutes 2 days. 

§ 843.504 Rate of annuity. 
The amount of an annuity under this 

subpart is 55 percent of the retiree’s 
annuity after the insurable interest re-
duction. 

PART 844—FEDERAL EMPLOYEES’ 
RETIREMENT SYSTEM—DISABILITY 
RETIREMENT 

Subpart A—General Provisions 

Sec. 
844.101 Purpose. 
844.102 Definitions. 
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844.103 Eligibility. 
844.104 Administrative review of OPM deci-

sions. 
844.105 Relationship to workers’ compensa-

tion. 
844.106 Disability annuities which include 

credit for service with a nonappropriated 
fund instrumentality. 

Subpart B—Applications for Disability 
Retirement 

844.201 General requirements. 
844.202 Agency-filed disability retirement 

applications. 
844.203 Supporting documentation. 

Subpart C—Computation of Disability 
Annuity 

844.301 Commencing date of disability annu-
ity. 

844.302 Computation of disability annuity 
before age 62. 

844.303 Minimum disability annuity. 
844.304 Computation of disability annuity 

for those otherwise eligible to retire. 
844.305 Redetermination of disability annu-

ity at age 62. 

Subpart D—Termination and Reinstatement 
of Disability Annuity 

844.401 Recovery from disability. 
844.402 Restoration of earning capacity. 
844.403 Annuity rights after a disability an-

nuity terminates. 
844.404 Reinstatement of disability annuity. 

AUTHORITY: 5 U.S.C. 8461. 
Section 844.201 also issued under 5 U.S.C. 

1104. 

SOURCE: 55 FR 6598, Feb. 26, 1990, unless 
otherwise noted. 

Subpart A—General Provisions 

§ 844.101 Purpose. 
This part establishes the require-

ments under the Federal Employees’ 
Retirement System (FERS) for eligi-
bility to receive a disability annuity, 
application procedures for disability 
annuities, rules for computing a dis-
ability annuity, and the conditions and 
procedures under which a disability an-
nuity is terminated and reinstated. 

§ 844.102 Definitions. 
In this part: 
Accommodation means a reasonable 

adjustment made to an employee’s job 
or work environment that enables the 
employee to perform the duties of the 

position. Accommodation may include 
modifying the worksite; adjusting the 
work schedule; restructuring the job; 
obtaining or modifying equipment or 
devices; providing interpreters, read-
ers, or personal assistants; and retrain-
ing the employee. 

Basic pay means the pay an employee 
receives that is subject to deductions 
under FERS. 

Commuting area has the meaning 
given the term ‘‘local commuting area’’ 
in § 351.203 of this chapter. 

Disabled and disability means unable 
or inability, because of disease or in-
jury, to render useful and efficient 
service in the employee’s current posi-
tion. 

FERS means the Federal Employees’ 
Retirement System established under 
chapter 84 of title 5, United States 
Code. 

Medical condition means a health im-
pairment resulting from a disease or 
injury, including a psychiatric disease. 
This is the same definition of ‘‘medical 
condition’’ that is found in § 339.104 of 
this chapter. 

Medical documentation means a state-
ment from a licensed physician, which 
may be supplemented by a statement 
from another appropriate practitioner, 
that provides information OPM con-
siders necessary to determine an indi-
vidual’s entitlement to benefits under 
this part. Such a statement must meet 
the criteria set forth in § 339.104 of this 
chapter. 

Military reserve technician has the 
same meaning given this term in 5 
U.S.C. 8401(30). 

OPM means the Office of Personnel 
Management. 

Permanent position means an appoint-
ment without time limitation. 

Physician and practitioner have the 
same meaning given these terms in 
§ 339.104 of this chapter. 

Qualified for reassignment means able 
to meet the minimum requirements for 
the grade and series of the vacant posi-
tion in question. 

Same grade or pay level means, in re-
gard to a vacant position within the 
same pay as the position the employee 
currently occupies, the same grade and 
an equivalent amount of basic pay. A 
position under a different pay system 
or schedule is at the same pay level if 
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the representative rate, as defined in 
§ 532.401 of this chapter, equals the rep-
resentative rate of the employee’s cur-
rent position. 

Useful and efficient service means ac-
ceptable performance of the critical or 
essential elements of the position; and 
satisfactory conduct and attendance. 

Vacant position means an unoccupied 
position of the same grade or pay level 
and tenure for which the employee is 
qualified for reassignment that is lo-
cated in the same commuting area and, 
except in the case of a military reserve 
technician, is serviced by the same ap-
pointing authority of the employing 
agency. The vacant position must be 
full time, unless the employee’s cur-
rent position is less than full time, in 
which case the vacant position must 
have a work schedule of no less time 
than that of the current position. In 
the case of an employee of the United 
States Postal Service, a vacant posi-
tion does not include a position in a 
different craft or a position to which 
reassignment would be inconsistent 
with the terms of a collective bar-
gaining agreement covering the em-
ployee. 

§ 844.103 Eligibility. 

(a) Except as provided in paragraph 
(c) of this section, an individual must 
meet the following requirements in 
order to receive a disability annuity: 

(1) The individual must have com-
pleted at least 18 months of civilian 
service that is creditable under FERS, 
as defined in § 842.304 of this chapter; 

(2) The individual must, while em-
ployed in a position subject to FERS, 
have become disabled because of a med-
ical condition, resulting in a deficiency 
in performance, conduct, or attend-
ance, or if there is no such deficiency, 
the disabling medical condition must 
be incompatible with either useful and 
efficient service or retention in the po-
sition; 

(3) The disabling medical condition 
must be expected to continue for at 
least 1 year from the date the applica-
tion for disability retirement is filed; 

(4) Accommodation of the disabling 
medical condition in the position held 
must be unreasonable; and 

(5) The individual must not have de-
clined an offer of reassignment to a va-
cant position. 

(b) The employing agency must con-
sider a disability applicant for reas-
signment to any vacant position. The 
agency must certify to the Office of 
Personnel Management (OPM) either 
that there is no vacant position or 
that, although it made no offer of reas-
signment, it considered the individual 
for a vacant position. If an agency of-
fers a reassignment and the individual 
declines the offer, the individual may 
appeal the agency’s determination that 
the individual is not disabled for the 
position in question to the Merit Sys-
tems Protection Board under 5 U.S.C. 
7701. 

(c)(1) Paragraphs (a)(2) through (a)(4) 
of this section do not apply to a mili-
tary reserve technician who retires 
under 5 U.S.C. 8456. 

(2) An individual who separates from 
employment as a military reserve tech-
nician under circumstances set forth in 
5 U.S.C. 8456(a)(1) after reaching age 50 
and completing 25 years of service is 
not entitled to a disability annuity 
under this part, but is entitled to an 
annuity under § 842.210 of this chapter. 

(3) A former military reserve techni-
cian is not entitled to an annuity 
under 5 U.S.C. 8456 based on service as 
a technician if the technician is subse-
quently appointed to another position 
in the Federal Government. 

§ 844.104 Administrative review of 
OPM decisions. 

Any individual whose rights or inter-
ests under FERS are affected by an ini-
tial decision of OPM may request OPM 
to review its decision under § 841.306. 

§ 844.105 Relationship to workers’ 
compensation. 

(a) Except as provided in paragraph 
(b) of this section, an individual who is 
eligible for both an annuity under part 
842 or 844 of this chapter and compensa-
tion for injury or disability under sub-
chapter I of chapter 81 of title 5, United 
States Code (other than a scheduled 
award under 5 U.S.C. 8107(c)), covering 
the same period of time must elect to 
receive either the annuity or com-
pensation. 
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(b) Notwithstanding the provisions of 
paragraph (a) of this section, an indi-
vidual may concurrently receive an an-
nuity based on the individual’s service 
under part 842 or 844 of this chapter and 
a benefit under subchapter I of chapter 
81 of title 5, United States Code, on ac-
count of the death of another indi-
vidual. An individual may also receive 
an annuity under part 843 of this chap-
ter and compensation for injury or dis-
ability to himself or herself under such 
subchapter I covering the same period 
of time. 

(c) An individual who elects to re-
ceive compensation payments under 
paragraph (a) of this section and who 
has not received a refund of contribu-
tions under § 843.202 retains the right to 
elect to receive an annuity under part 
842 or 844, as the case may be, in the 
event that the individual’s compensa-
tion payments cease or are reduced. 

§ 844.106 Disability annuities which in-
clude credit for service with a non-
appropriated fund instrumentality. 

A disability annuity that includes 
credit for service with a non-
appropriated fund instrumentality per-
formed after December 31, 1965, based 
on an election under 5 CFR part 847, 
subpart D, is computed under 5 CFR 
part 847, subpart F. 

[68 FR 2178, Jan. 16, 2003] 

Subpart B—Applications for 
Disability Retirement 

§ 844.201 General requirements. 
(a)(1) Except as provided in para-

graphs (a)(3) and (a)(4) of this section, 
an application for disability retirement 
is timely only if it is filed with the em-
ploying agency before the employee or 
Member separates from service, or with 
the former employing agency or OPM 
within 1 year thereafter. 

(2) An application for disability re-
tirement that is filed with OPM, an 
employing agency or former employing 
agency by personal delivery is consid-
ered filed on the date on which OPM, 
the employing agency or former em-
ploying agency receives it. The date of 
filing by facsimile is the date of the 
facsimile. The date of filing by mail is 
determined by the postmark date; if no 

legible postmark date appears on the 
mailing, the application is presumed to 
have been mailed 5 days before its re-
ceipt, excluding days on which OPM, 
the employing agency or former em-
ploying agency, as appropriate, is 
closed for business. The date of filing 
by commercial overnight delivery is 
the date the application is given to the 
overnight delivery service. 

(3) An application for disability re-
tirement that is filed with OPM or the 
applicant’s former employing agency 
within 1 year after the employee’s sep-
aration, and that is incompletely exe-
cuted or submitted in a letter or other 
form not prescribed by OPM, is deemed 
timely filed. OPM will not adjudicate 
the application or make payment until 
the application is filed on a form pre-
scribed by OPM. 

(4) OPM may waive the 1-year time 
limit if the employee or Member is 
mentally incompetent on the date of 
separation or within 1 year thereafter, 
in which case the individual or his or 
her representative must file the appli-
cation with the former employing 
agency or OPM within 1 year after the 
date the individual regains competency 
or a court appoints a fiduciary, which-
ever is earlier. 

(b)(1) Before payment of a disability 
annuity under this part can be author-
ized, the applicant must provide OPM 
with: 

(i) Satisfactory evidence that the ap-
plicant has filed an application for dis-
ability insurance benefits under sec-
tion 223 of the Social Security Act; or 

(ii) An official statement from the 
Social Security Administration that 
the individual is not insured for dis-
ability insurance benefits as defined in 
section 223(c)(1) of the Social Security 
Act. 

(2) A disability retirement applica-
tion under this part will be dismissed 
when OPM is notified by the Social Se-
curity Administration that the appli-
cation referred to in paragraph (b)(1)(i) 
of this section has been withdrawn. All 
rights to an annuity under this part 
terminate upon withdrawal of an appli-
cation for social security disability 
benefits. 

(c) An agency may consider the exist-
ence of a pending disability retirement 
application when deciding whether and 
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when to take other personnel actions. 
An employee’s filing for disability re-
tirement does not require the agency 
to delay any appropriate personnel ac-
tion. 

[55 FR 6598, Feb. 26, 1990, as amended at 63 
FR 17050, Apr. 8, 1998] 

§ 844.202 Agency-filed disability retire-
ment applications. 

(a) Basis for filing an application for an 
employee. An agency must file an appli-
cation for disability retirement of an 
employee who has 18 months of Federal 
civilian service when all of the fol-
lowing conditions are met: 

(1) The agency has issued a decision 
to remove the employee; 

(2) The agency concludes, after its re-
view of medical documentation, that 
the cause for unacceptable perform-
ance, attendance, or conduct is disease 
or injury; 

(3) The employee is institutionalized, 
or the agency concludes, based on a re-
view of medical and other information, 
that the employee is incapable of mak-
ing a decision to file an application for 
disability retirement; 

(4) The employee has no personal rep-
resentative or guardian; and 

(5) The employee has no immediate 
family member who is willing to file an 
application on his or her behalf. 

(b) Agency procedures. (1) When an 
agency issues a decision to remove an 
employee and not all of the conditions 
described in paragraph (a) of this sec-
tion have been satisfied, but the re-
moval is based on reasons apparently 
caused by a medical condition, the 
agency must advise the employee in 
writing of his or her possible eligibility 
for disability retirement and of the 
time limit for filing an application. 

(2) If all of the conditions described 
in paragraph (a) of this section have 
been met, the agency must inform the 
employee in writing at the same time 
it informs the employee of its removal 
decision, or at any time before the sep-
aration is effected, that: 

(i) The agency is submitting a dis-
ability retirement application on the 
employee’s behalf to OPM; 

(ii) The employee may review any 
medical information in accordance 
with § 294.106(d) of this chapter; and 

(iii) The action does not affect the 
employee’s right to submit a voluntary 
application for disability retirement or 
any other retirement benefit to which 
the employee is entitled under FERS. 

(3) When an agency submits an appli-
cation for disability retirement to 
OPM on behalf of an employee, it must 
provide OPM with copies of the deci-
sion to remove the employee, the med-
ical documentation, and any other doc-
uments needed to show that the cause 
for removal results from a medical con-
dition. Following separation, the agen-
cy must provide OPM with a copy of 
the documentation of the separation. 

(c) OPM procedures. (1) OPM will not 
act on any application for disability re-
tirement filed by an agency on behalf 
of an employee until it receives the ap-
propriate documentation of the separa-
tion. When OPM receives a complete 
application for disability retirement 
under this section, it will notify the 
former employee that it has received 
the application and that he or she may 
submit medical documentation. OPM 
will determine entitlement to dis-
ability benefits under § 844.203. 

(2) OPM will cancel any disability re-
tirement when a final decision of an 
administrative authority or court re-
verses the removal action and orders 
the reinstatement of an employee to 
the agency rolls. 

§ 844.203 Supporting documentation. 
(a) An individual or agency filing an 

application for disability retirement is 
responsible for providing OPM with the 
evidence described in § 844.201(b)(1), as 
well as whatever documentation OPM 
requires in order to determine whether 
the individual meets the eligibility re-
quirements set forth in § 844.103. The 
documentation must be provided in a 
form prescribed by OPM. Failure to 
submit the documentation required is 
grounds for dismissing the application. 
It is also the responsibility of the dis-
ability annuitant to obtain and submit 
evidence OPM requires to show con-
tinuing entitlement to disability bene-
fits. Unless OPM orders an examina-
tion by a physician of its choice under 
paragraph (b) of this section, the cost 
of providing medical documentation 
rests with the applicant or disability 
annuitant. 
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(b) OPM may offer the applicant a 
medical examination when it deter-
mines that an independent evaluation 
of medical evidence is needed in order 
to make a decision regarding an appli-
cation for a disability annuity or a dis-
ability annuitant’s entitlement to con-
tinuing benefits. The medical examina-
tion will be conducted by a medical of-
ficer of the United States or a qualified 
physician or board of physicians des-
ignated by OPM. The applicant’s re-
fusal to submit to an examination is 
grounds for dismissal of the application 
or termination of payments to an an-
nuitant. 

(c)(1) OPM will review the docu-
mentation submitted under paragraph 
(a) of this section to determine wheth-
er the individual has met the eligi-
bility requirements set forth in 
§ 844.103. OPM will issue its decision in 
writing to the individual and to the 
employing agency. The decision will 
include a statement of OPM’s findings 
and conclusions and an explanation of 
the applicant’s right to request recon-
sideration or MSPB review under 
§ 844.104. 

(2) OPM may rescind a decision to 
allow an application for disability re-
tirement at any time if OPM deter-
mines that the original decision was 
erroneous due to fraud, misstatement 
of fact, or upon the acquisition of addi-
tional medical or other documentation. 
OPM will provide the individual and 
the employing agency with written no-
tification of the rescission, including a 
statement of OPM’s findings and con-
clusions and an explanation of the indi-
vidual’s right to request reconsider-
ation or MSPB review under § 844.104. 

(d) Subject to 5 U.S.C. 552a, any sup-
porting documentation provided to 
OPM under this section may be shared 
with the Social Security Administra-
tion and the Office of Workers’ Com-
pensation Programs of the U.S. Depart-
ment of Labor. 

Subpart C—Computation of 
Disability Annuity 

§ 844.301 Commencing date of dis-
ability annuity. 

A disability annuity under this part 
commences on the day after the em-
ployee separates or the day after pay 

ceases and the employee meets the re-
quirements for title to an annuity. 

§ 844.302 Computation of disability an-
nuity before age 62. 

(a) For the purposes of this subpart, 
the ‘‘adjusted social security disability 
benefit’’ is the benefit to which an an-
nuitant is entitled under section 223 of 
the Social Security Act: 

(1) For the month in which the annu-
ity under this part commences, or is 
reinstated under § 844.405, or, if later, 
the first month for which the annu-
itant is entitled to both an annuity 
under this part and a social security 
disability benefit; 

(2) Including, where appropriate, a re-
duction under section 224 of the Social 
Security Act, based on the amount of 
the disability annuity under this sub-
part without regard to paragraphs 
(b)(2) and (c)(2) of this section; and 

(3) Adjusted by each cost-of-living in-
crease effective under 5 U.S.C. 8462(b) 
beginning with the later of the month 
after the 12-month period referred to in 
paragraph (b)(1) of this section, or the 
first month for which the annuitant is 
entitled to both an annuity under this 
part and a social security disability 
benefit. 

(b)(1) Except as otherwise provided in 
this part, the annuity payable under 
this subpart until the end of the 12th 
month beginning after the annuity 
commences (or is reinstated under 
§ 844.405) is equal to 60 percent of the 
annuitant’s average pay. 

(2) For months for which the annu-
itant is also entitled to a social secu-
rity disability benefit, the amount 
computed under paragraph (b)(1) of this 
section is reduced by 100 percent of the 
annuitant’s adjusted social security 
disability benefit. 

(c)(1) Except as otherwise provided in 
this part, the annuity under this sub-
part after the period described in para-
graph (b)(1) of this section is equal to 
40 percent of the annuitant’s average 
pay. 

(2) For months after the period de-
scribed in paragraph (b)(1) of this sec-
tion for which the annuitant is also en-
titled to a social security disability 
benefit, the amount computed under 
paragraph (c)(1) of this section is re-
duced by 60 percent of the annuitant’s 
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adjusted social security disability ben-
efit. 

(d) For months in which an annuity 
is reduced under paragraph (b) or (c) of 
this section, any reduction for survivor 
benefits is made after the reduction for 
social security benefits. 

§ 844.303 Minimum disability annuity. 
Notwithstanding any other provision 

of this part, an annuity payable under 
this part cannot be less than the 
amount of an annuity computed under 
5 U.S.C. 8415 (excluding subsection (f) 
of that section) based on the annu-
itant’s service. 

§ 844.304 Computation of disability an-
nuity for those otherwise eligible to 
retire. 

(a) An individual retiring under this 
part is not entitled to elect to receive 
an alternative form of annuity under 5 
U.S.C. 8420a, even if the individual 
meets the requirements for retirement 
under another part and would be enti-
tled to elect an alternative form of an-
nuity in connection therewith. 

(b) Notwithstanding any other provi-
sion of this part, an annuity payable 
under this part will be computed under 
5 U.S.C. 8415 if it commences or is rein-
stated under § 844.405 (b) or (c) of this 
part on or after: 

(1) The annuitant has satisfied the 
age and service requirements for re-
tirement under 5 U.S.C. 8412 (a) 
through (f); or 

(2) The annuitant has reached age 62. 

§ 844.305 Redetermination of disability 
annuity at age 62. 

Effective on and after the annu-
itant’s 62nd birthday, the rate of annu-
ity payable to a disability annuitant 
will be the amount of an annuity com-
puted with respect to the annuitant 
under 5 U.S.C. 8415 (including sub-
section (g) of that section), including 
credit for all periods before the annu-
itant’s 62nd birthday during which he 
or she was entitled to an annuity under 
this part. The average pay used in com-
puting the annuity under 5 U.S.C. 8415 
is adjusted by all cost-of-living in-
creases effective under 5 U.S.C. 8462(b) 
during the period the annuitant was re-
ceiving the disability annuity under 
this part. 

Subpart D—Termination and 
Reinstatement of Disability Annuity 
§ 844.401 Recovery from disability. 

(a) Each annuitant receiving dis-
ability annuity from the Fund shall be 
examined under the direction of OPM 
at the end of one year from the date of 
disability retirement and annually 
thereafter until the annuitant becomes 
60 years of age unless the disability is 
found by OPM to be permanent in char-
acter. OPM may order a medical or 
other examination at any time to de-
termine the facts relative to the nature 
and degree of disability of the annu-
itant. Failure to submit to reexamina-
tion shall result in suspension of annu-
ity. 

(b) A disability annuitant may re-
quest medical reevaluation under the 
provisions of this section at any time. 
OPM may reevaluate the medical con-
dition of disability annuitants age 60 or 
over only on their own request. 

(c) Recovery based on medical or other 
documentation. When OPM determines 
on the basis of medical documentation 
or other evidence that a disability an-
nuitant has recovered from the dis-
ability, OPM will terminate the annu-
ity effective on the first day of the 
month beginning 1 year after the date 
of the medical documentation or other 
evidence showing recovery. If an agen-
cy reemploys a disability annuitant 
who has been found recovered at any 
grade or rate of pay within the 1-year 
period pending termination of the dis-
ability annuity under this paragraph, 
OPM will terminate the annuity effec-
tive on the date of reemployment. 

(d) Recovery based on reemployment by 
the Federal Government. Reemployment 
by an agency at any time before age 60 
is evidence of recovery if the reemploy-
ment is under an appointment not lim-
ited to a year or less, at the same or 
higher grade or pay level as the posi-
tion from which the disability annu-
itant retired. The new position must be 
full-time unless the position the dis-
ability annuitant occupied imme-
diately before retirement was less than 
full-time, in which case the new posi-
tion must have a work schedule of no 
less time than that of the position 
from which the disability annuitant re-
tired. In this instance, OPM needs no 
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medical documentation to find the an-
nuitant recovered. Disability annuity 
payments will terminate effective on 
the first day of the month following 
the month in which the recovery find-
ing is made under this paragraph. 

§ 844.402 Restoration of earning capac-
ity. 

(a) Earning capacity determinations. If 
a disability annuitant is under age 60 
on December 31 of any calendar year 
and his or her income from wages or 
self-employment or both during that 
calendar year equals at least 80 percent 
of the current rate of basic pay of the 
position occupied immediately before 
retirement, the annuitant’s earning ca-
pacity is considered to be restored. The 
disability annuity will terminate on 
the June 30 after the end of the cal-
endar year in which earning capacity is 
restored. 

(b) Current rate of basic pay for the po-
sition occupied immediately before retire-
ment. (1) A disability annuitant’s in-
come for a calendar year is compared 
to the gross annual rate of basic pay in 
effect on December 31 of that year for 
the position occupied immediately be-
fore retirement. The income limitation 
for most disability annuitants is based 
on the rate for the grade and step that 
reflects the total amount of basic pay 
(both the grade and step and any addi-
tional basic pay) in effect on the date 
of separation from the agency for dis-
ability retirement. Additional basic 
pay is included subject to the premium 
pay restrictions of 5 U.S.C. 5545 (c)(1) 
and (c)(2). 

(2) In the case of an annuitant whose 
basic pay rate on the date determined 
under paragraph (b)(1) of this section 
did not match a specific grade and step 
in the pay schedule: 

(i) For those retiring from a Senior 
Executive Service position, a merit pay 
position, a position for which a special 
pay rate is authorized (except as pro-
vided in paragraph (b)(2)(ii) of this sec-
tion), or any other position in which 
the rate of basic pay is not equal to a 
grade and step in a pay schedule, the 
grade and step will be established for 
this purpose at the lowest step in the 
pay schedule grade that is equal to or 
greater than the actual rate of basic 
pay payable. 

(ii) For those retiring with a retained 
rate of basic pay or from a position for 
which a special pay rate is in effect but 
whose rate of basic pay exceeds the 
highest rate payable in the pay sched-
ule grade applicable to the position 
held, the grade is established for this 
purpose at the highest grade in the 
schedule that is closest to the grade of 
the position held and within which the 
amount of the retained pay falls. The 
step is established for this purpose at 
the lowest step in that grade that 
equals or exceeds the actual rate of pay 
payable. 

(3) For annuitants retiring from the 
United States Postal Service, only 
cost-of-living allowances subject to 
FERS deductions are included in deter-
mining the current rate of basic pay of 
the position held at retirement. 

(c) Income. (1) Earning capacity for 
the purposes of this section is dem-
onstrated by an annuitant’s ability to 
earn post-retirement income in ex-
change for personal services or a work 
product, or as a profit from one or 
more businesses wholly or partly 
owned by the disability annuitant and 
in the management of which the annu-
itant has an active role. Income for the 
purposes of this section is not nec-
essarily the same as income for the 
purposes of the Internal Revenue Code. 

(2) Income earned from one source is 
not offset by losses from another 
source. Income earned as wages is not 
reduced by a net loss from self-employ-
ment. The net income from each self- 
employment endeavor is calculated 
separately, and the income earned as 
net earnings from one self-employment 
endeavor is not reduced by a net loss 
from another self-employment endeav-
or. Thus, a net loss from one endeavor 
is considered to be a net income of 
zero, and the net incomes from each 
separate self-employment endeavor are 
added together to determine the total 
amount of income from self-employ-
ment for a calendar year. 

(3) Income is counted in the calendar 
year in which it is earned, even though 
receipt may be deferred. 

(d) Requirement to report income. All 
disability annuitants who, on Decem-
ber 31 of any calendar year, are under 
age 60 must report to OPM their in-
come from wages or self-employment 
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or both for that calendar year. Each 
year as early as possible, OPM will 
send a form to annuitants to use in re-
porting their income from the previous 
calendar year. The form specifies the 
date by which OPM must receive the 
report. OPM will determine entitle-
ment to continued annuity on the basis 
of the report. If an annuitant fails to 
submit the report, OPM may stop an-
nuity payments until it receives the re-
port. 

§ 844.403 Annuity rights after a dis-
ability annuity terminates. 

(a) When a disability annuity is ter-
minated because of recovery or restora-
tion of earning capacity and the indi-
vidual is not employed in the Govern-
ment, the individual is entitled to an 
annuity: 

(1) Under 5 U.S.C. 8414(b) if the indi-
vidual: 

(i) Is at least age 50 when the dis-
ability annuity ceases and had 20 or 
more years of service at the time of re-
tiring for disability; or 

(ii) Has 25 or more years of service at 
the time of retiring for disability, re-
gardless of age; or 

(2) Under 5 U.S.C. 8412(g) if the indi-
vidual is at least the minimum retire-
ment age applicable under 5 U.S.C. 
8412(h) when the disability annuity 
ceases and had 10 or more years of serv-
ice at the time of retiring for dis-
ability. 

(b) When a disability annuitant 
whose annuity was terminated because 
of Federal reemployment is separated 
and meets the age and service require-
ments for immediate retirement under 
5 U.S.C. 8412 or 8414, the individual is 
entitled to an annuity computed under 
5 U.S.C. 8415. 

[55 FR 6598, Feb. 26, 1990. Redesignated at 58 
FR 48273, Sept. 15, 1993] 

§ 844.404 Reinstatement of disability 
annuity. 

(a) When a disability annuity stops, 
the individual must again prove that 
he or she meets the eligibility require-
ments in order to have the annuity re-
instated. 

(b) Reinstatement of annuity terminated 
based on recovery. (1) When a recovered 
disability annuitant under age 62 
whose annuity was terminated because 

he or she was found recovered on the 
basis of medical evidence (§ 844.401) is 
not reemployed in a position subject to 
FERS, and, based on the results of a 
current medical examination, OPM 
finds that the disability has recurred, 
OPM will reinstate the disability annu-
ity as provided in paragraph (d) of this 
section. The right to the reinstated an-
nuity begins on the date of the medical 
documentation showing that the dis-
ability has recurred, or if the medical 
documentation clearly shows that the 
disability recurred on an earlier date, 
the annuity will be reinstated on that 
earlier date. 

(2) Except in the case of an individual 
receiving an annuity under § 844.404(b), 
OPM will, as provided in paragraph (d) 
of this section, reinstate the disability 
annuity of a former annuitant whose 
annuity was terminated because he or 
she was found recovered on the basis of 
Federal reemployment when: 

(i) The results of a current medical 
examination show that the individual’s 
medical condition has worsened since 
the finding of recovery and that the 
original disability on which retirement 
was based has recurred; and 

(ii) As a result, he or she has been: 
(A) Separated and not reemployed in 

a position subject to FERS; or 
(B) Placed in a position that results 

in a reduction in grade or pay below 
that from which the individual retired, 
or in a change to a temporary or inter-
mittent appointment. The right to the 
reinstated annuity begins on the date 
the reemployment ends or the effective 
date of the placement in the position 
that results in a reduction in grade or 
pay or change in appointment. 

(c) Reinstatement of annuity terminated 
because earning capacity was restored. (1) 
OPM will reinstate the disability annu-
ity as provided in paragraph (d) of this 
section when a disability annuitant 
whose annuity was terminated under 
§ 844.402(a): 

(i) Is not reemployed in a position 
subject to FERS; 

(ii) Has not recovered from the dis-
ability for which the individual retired 
(except in the case of a military re-
serve technician whose annuity was 
awarded under 5 U.S.C. 8456); and 

(iii) Again loses earning capacity, as 
determined by OPM. 
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(2) The reinstated annuity is payable 
from January 1 of the year following 
the calendar year in which earning ca-
pacity was lost. Earning capacity is 
lost if, during any calendar year, the 
individual’s income from wages or self- 
employment or both is less than 80 per-
cent of the current rate of basic pay of 
the position held at retirement. 

(d) Except as provided in §§ 844.303 
and 844.304, a disability annuity rein-
stated under the preceding paragraphs 
of this section is paid at the rate pro-
vided under § 844.302(b) until the end of 
the 12th month beginning after the an-
nuity is reinstated. Thereafter, the 
rate determined under § 844.302(c) is 
payable until age 62. 

(e) Notwithstanding the preceding 
paragraphs, an annuity may not be re-
instated under this section if the indi-
vidual is receiving an annuity under 
part 842 of this chapter. 

[55 FR 6598, Feb. 26, 1990. Redesignated and 
amended at 58 FR 48273, Sept. 15, 1993] 

PART 845—FEDERAL EMPLOYEES 
RETIREMENT SYSTEM—DEBT COL-
LECTION 

Subpart A—General Provisions 

Sec. 
845.101 Purpose. 
845.102 Definitions. 
845.103 Prohibition against collection of 

debts. 
845.104 Status of debts. 
845.105 Termination and suspension of col-

lection actions. 

Subpart B—Collection of Overpayment 
Debts 

845.201 Purpose. 
845.202 Scope. 
845.203 Definitions. 
845.204 Processing. 
845.205 Collection of debts. 
845.206 Collection by administrative offset. 
845.207 Use of consumer reporting agencies. 
845.208 Referral to a collection agency. 
845.209 Referral for litigation. 

Subpart C—Standards for Waiver of 
Overpayments 

845.301 Conditions for waiver. 
845.302 Fault. 
845.303 Equity and good conscience. 
845.304 Financial hardship. 
845.305 Ordinary and necessary living ex-

penses. 

845.306 Waiver precluded. 
845.307 Burdens of proof. 

Subpart D—Agency Requests to OPM for 
Recovery of a Debt from the Civil 
Service Retirement Fund 

845.401 Purpose. 
845.402 Scope. 
845.403 Definitions. 
845.404 Conditions for requesting an offset. 
845.405 Creditor agency processing for non- 

fraud claims. 
845.406 OPM processing for non-fraud 

claims. 
845.407 Installment withholdings. 
845.408 Special processing for fraud claims. 

AUTHORITY: 5 U.S.C. 8461. 

SOURCE: 52 FR 5931, Feb. 27, 1987; 52 FR 
23014, June 17, 1987, unless otherwise noted. 

Subpart A—General Provisions 

§ 845.101 Purpose. 
(a) This part regulates— 
(1) The recovery of overpayments of 

FERS basic benefits; 
(2) The standards for waiver of recov-

ery of overpayments of FERS basic 
benefits; and 

(3) The use of FERS basic benefits to 
recover debts due the United States. 

(b) This subpart states the rules of 
general applicability to this part. 

§ 845.102 Definitions. 
In this subpart— 
FERS means the Federal Employees 

Retirement System as described in 
chapter 84 of title 5, United States 
Code. 

FERS basic benefits means any bene-
fits payable under subchapter II, IV, or 
V of chapter 84 of title 5, United States 
Code. 

Fund means the Civil Service Retire-
ment Fund. 

§ 845.103 Prohibition against collec-
tion of debts. 

(a) Debts may be collected from 
FERS basic benefits only to the extent 
expressly authorized by Federal stat-
ute. 

(b) When collection of a debt from 
FERS basic benefits is authorized 
under paragraph (a) of this section, the 
collection will be made in accordance 
with this part. 
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