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at a time, dependent on whether the SSC 
provides single or multiple year ABC rec-
ommendations. 

(b) Performance review. The Black Sea Bass 
Monitoring Committee shall conduct a de-
tailed review of fishery performance relative 
to the sector ACLs at least every 5 years. 

(1) If one or both of the sector-specific 
ACLs is exceeded with a frequency greater 
than 25 percent (i.e., more than once in 4 
years or any 2 consecutive years), the Black 
Sea Bass Monitoring Committee will review 
fishery performance information and make 
recommendations to the MAFMC for changes 
in measures intended to ensure ACLs are not 
exceeded as frequently. 

(2) The MAFMC may specify more frequent 
or more specific ACL performance review 
criteria as part of a stock rebuilding plan 
following a determination that the black sea 
bass stock has become overfished. 

(3) Performance reviews shall not sub-
stitute for annual reviews that occur to as-
certain if prior year ACLs have been exceed-
ed but may be conducted in conjunction with 
such reviews. 

§ 648.141 Closure. 
EEZ closure. The Regional Adminis-

trator shall close the EEZ to fishing 
for black sea bass by commercial ves-
sels issued a moratorium permit for 
the remainder of the calendar year by 
publishing notification in the FEDERAL 
REGISTER if he or she determines that 
the action or inaction of one or more 
states will cause the applicable target 
exploitation rate specified in 
§ 648.140(a) to be exceeded. The Regional 
Administrator may reopen the EEZ if 
earlier action or inaction by a state 
has been remedied by that state with-
out causing the applicable specified 
target exploitation rate to be exceeded. 

EFFECTIVE DATE NOTE: At 76 FR 60636, 
Sept. 29, 2011, § 648.141 was revised, effective 
October 31, 2011. For the convenience of the 
user, the revised text is set forth as follows: 

§ 648.141 Black sea bass Annual Catch Tar-
get (ACT). 

(a) The Black Sea Bass Monitoring Com-
mittee shall identify and review the relevant 
sources of management uncertainty to rec-
ommend ACTs for the commercial and rec-
reational fishing sectors as part of the black 
sea bass specification process. The Black Sea 
Bass Monitoring Committee recommenda-
tions shall identify the specific sources of 
management uncertainty that were consid-
ered, technical approaches to mitigating 
these sources of uncertainty, and any addi-
tional relevant information considered in 
the ACT recommendation process. 

(1) Sectors. Commercial and recreational 
specific ACTs shall be less than or equal to 
the sector-specific ACLs. The Black Sea Bass 
Monitoring Committee shall recommend any 
reduction in catch necessary to address sec-
tor-specific management uncertainty, con-
sistent with paragraph (a) of this section. 

(2) Periodicity. ACTs may be established on 
an annual basis for up to 3 years at a time, 
dependent on whether the SSC provides sin-
gle or multiple-year ABC recommendations. 

(b) Performance review. The Black Sea Bass 
Monitoring Committee shall conduct a de-
tailed review of fishery performance relative 
to ACTs in conjunction with any ACL per-
formance review, as outlined in 
§ 648.140(b)(1)–(3). 

§ 648.142 Time restrictions. 

Vessels that are not eligible for a 
moratorium permit under § 648.4(a)(7), 
and fishermen subject to the possession 
limit specified in § 648.145(a), may pos-
sess black sea bass from May 22 
through October 11 and November 1 
through December 31, unless this time 
period is adjusted pursuant to the pro-
cedures in § 648.140. 

[75 FR 39178, July 8, 2010] 

EFFECTIVE DATE NOTE: At 76 FR 60636, 
Sept. 29, 2011, § 648.142 was revised, effective 
October 31, 2011. For the convenience of the 
user, the revised text is set forth as follows: 

§ 648.142 Black sea bass specifications. 
(a) Commercial quota, recreational landing 

limit, research set-aside, and other specification 
measures. The Black Sea Bass Monitoring 
Committee will recommend to the Demersal 
Species Committee of the MAFMC and the 
ASMFC, through the specification process, 
for use in conjunction with the ACL and 
ACT, sector-specific research set-asides, esti-
mates of the sector-related discards, a rec-
reational harvest limit, a commercial quota, 
along with other measures, as needed, that 
are projected to ensure the sector-specific 
ACL for an upcoming year or years will not 
be exceeded. The following measures are to 
be consisted by the Black Sea Bass Moni-
toring Committee: 

(1) Research quota set from a range of 0 to 
3 percent of the maximum allowed. 

(2) A commercial quota, allocated annu-
ally. 

(3) A commercial possession limit for all 
moratorium vessels, with the provision that 
these quantities be the maximum allowed to 
be landed within a 24-hour period (calendar 
day). 

(4) Commercial minimum fish size. 
(5) Minimum mesh size in the codend or 

throughout the net and the catch threshold 
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