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formal entry will be sufficiently under 
CBP control at the time of entry, and 
that the expenses incurred by CBP will 
be reimbursed as authorized. It may be 
required that advance notice of vessel 
arrival be given as a condition for 
granting requests for optional entry lo-
cations. A master, owner, or agent of a 
vessel who desires that entry be made 
at an optional location will file with 
the appropriate port director an appli-
cation on CBP Form 3171 and a single 
entry or continuous bond on CBP Form 
301 containing the bond conditions set 
forth in § 113.64 of this chapter, in such 
amount as that port director deems ap-
propriate but not less than $1,000. If the 
application is approved, the port direc-
tor or a designated CBP officer will for-
mally enter the vessel. Nothing in this 
paragraph relieves any person or vessel 
from any requirement as to how, when 
and where they are to report, be in-
spected or receive clearance from other 
Federal agencies upon arrival in the 
United States. 

[T.D. 00–4, 65 FR 2872, Jan. 19, 2000, as amend-
ed at CBP Dec. 10–33, 75 FR 69585, Nov. 15, 
2010] 

§ 4.3a Penalties for violation of vessel 
reporting and entry requirements. 

Violation of the arrival or entry re-
porting requirements provided for in 
this part may result in the master 
being liable for certain civil and crimi-
nal penalties, as provided under 19 
U.S.C. 1436, in addition to other pen-
alties applicable under other provisions 
of law. The penalties include civil mon-
etary penalties for failure to report ar-
rival or make entry, and any convey-
ance used in connection with any such 
violation is subject to seizure and for-
feiture. Further, if any merchandise 
(other than sea stores or the equivalent 
for conveyances other than a vessel) is 
involved in the failure to report arrival 
or entry, additional penalties equal to 
the value of merchandise may be im-
posed, and the merchandise may be 
seized and forfeited unless properly en-
tered by the importer or consignee. 
The criminal penalties, applicable upon 
conviction, include fines and imprison-
ment if the master intentionally com-
mits any violation of these reporting 
and entry requirements or if prohibited 

merchandise is involved in the failure 
to report arrival or make entry. 

[T.D. 93–96, 58 FR 67316, Dec. 21, 1993] 

§ 4.4 Panama Canal; report of arrival 
required. 

Vessels which merely transit the 
Panama Canal without transacting any 
business there shall be required to re-
port their arrival because of such tran-
sit. The report of arrival shall be made 
in accordance with § 4.2(a). 

[T.D. 79–276, 44 FR 61956, Oct. 29, 1979] 

§ 4.5 Government vessels. 
(a) No report of arrival or entry shall 

be required of any vessel owned by, or 
under the complete control and man-
agement of the United States or any of 
its agencies, if such vessel is manned 
wholly by members of the uniformed 
services of the United States, by per-
sonnel in the civil service of the United 
States, or by both, and is transporting 
only property of the United States or 
passengers traveling on official busi-
ness of the United States, or it is bal-
last. In addition, any vessel chartered 
by, and transporting only cargo that is 
the property of, the U.S. Department of 
Defense (DoD) will be treated as a Gov-
ernment vessel for the purpose of being 
exempt from entry, where the DoD- 
chartered vessel is manned entirely by 
the civilian crew of the vessel carrier 
under contract to DoD. Notwith-
standing § 4.60(b)(3) of this part, such 
DoD-chartered vessel is not exempt 
from vessel clearance requirements. 
However, if any cargo is on board, the 
master or commander of each such ves-
sel arriving from abroad shall file a 
Cargo Declaration, Customs Form 1302, 
or an equivalent form issued by the De-
partment of Defense, in duplicate. The 
original of each Cargo Declaration or 
equivalent form required under this 
paragraph shall be filed with the port 
director within 48 hours after the ar-
rival of the vessel. The other copy shall 
be made available for use by the dis-
charging inspector at the pier. See 
§ 148.73 of this chapter with respect to 
baggage on carriers operated by the 
Department of Defense. 

(b) The arrival of every vessel owned 
or controlled and manned as described 
in paragraph (a) of this section but 
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